E176

things as computer viruses, denial of service
attacks, and defaced Web sites. These events
have disrupted business and government ac-
tivities, and have sometimes resulted in signifi-
cant recovery costs.

While we have been fortunate so far in
avoiding a catastrophic cyber attack, last year
the Pentagon reported more than 360 million
attempts to break into its networks. A 2009
Consumer Reports study found that over the
past two years, one in five online consumers
has been a victim of cyber crime.

In 2009 the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity logged 5,499 such cyber attack incidents—
a 40 percent increase over the previous year.
A 2007 Government Accountability Office re-
port estimates the total U.S. business losses
due to cyber attacks exceeds $117.5 billion
per year.

It is time for a broad-reaching, forward-think-
ing approach and the successful passage of
H.R. 4061 is the beginning to an increased
collaboration and coordination with the private
sector to conquer this dilemma.

Almost a year ago President Obama called
for a comprehensive 60 day review of U.S.
cyberspace policy. This review and the rec-
ommendations contained in the report led to a
series of hearings on various aspects of cy-
bersecurity R&D, including the state of re-
search programs, partnerships with the private
sector, the IT workforce, and how both NIST
and the NSF are responding to the review.

H.R. 4061 is built upon these hearings, and
addresses the issues raised in the 60-day re-
view. Specifically, it aims to build strong pub-
lic-private partnerships, improve the transfer of
cybersecurity technologies to the marketplace,
train an IT workforce for both the public and
private sectors, and coordinate and prioritize
federal cybersecurity R&D. Of course cyberse-
curity research, standards setting, and edu-
cation are only one piece of the recommenda-
tions of the 60-day report, and are only part of
the solution. however, it is the beginning to a
widespread need to improving the security of
cyberspace is that is one of the utmost impor-
tance and it will take the collective effort of the
federal government, the private sector, our sci-
entists and engineers, and every American to
succeed.

H.R. 4061 requires federal agencies partici-
pating in the NITRD program to develop, up-
date, and implement a strategic plan guiding
the overall direction of federal cybersecurity
and information assurance R&D.

Requires the President to conduct an as-
sessment of cybersecurity workforce needs
across the federal government and formally
authorizes the scholarship for service pro-
gram.

Reauthorizes cybersecurity research and cy-
bersecurity workforce and traineeship pro-
grams at NSF.

Requires the director of the Office of
Science and Technology Policy to convene a
university-industry task force to explore mech-
anisms for carrying out collaborative R&D.

Requires NIST to develop and implement a
plan to coordinate U.S. representation in the
development of international cybersecurity
technical standards.

Requires NIST to develop and implement a
cybersecurity awareness and education pro-
gram for the dissemination of user-friendly cy-
bersecurity best practices and technical stand-
ards.

As we work to improve our country’s secu-
rity, it is important that we take inventory of all
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systems that are vital to the functioning of the
nation, and do all we can to protect them. This
certainly includes our computer networks sys-
tems that can be attacked anonymously and
from far away. These networks are the glue
that holds our nation’s infrastructure together.
An attack from cyberspace could jeopardize
electric power grids, railways, hospitals and fi-
nancial services, to name a few.

Last fall, under the leadership of Congress-
woman CLARKE, we passed a resolution rec-
ognizing National Cybersecurity Awareness
Month. Among other things this resolution con-
tributed to an important education and aware-
ness campaign, a national effort to make peo-
ple aware of the problem. However, federal
leadership not only needed to increase public
awareness, but also in research, education,
and in demonstrating how to secure our own
systems. Again, H.R. 4061 ensures an overall
vision for the federal cybersecurity R&D port-
folio, trains the next generation of cybersecu-
rity professionals, and improves cybersecurity
technical standards.

As a member of the Homeland Security, |
am committed to working with my colleagues,
businesses, and educational institutions to en-
hance the development and implementation of
existing and future cybersecurity standards
that enhance the nation’s security. | support
H.R. 4061.

————

RECOGNIZING THE 30TH
ANNIVERSARY OF INTRADO

HON. BETSY MARKEY

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 22, 2010

Ms. MARKEY of Colorado. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to congratulate Longmont, Colo-
rado based Intrado on the occasion of the
celebration of their 30-year anniversary.

Founded by two Boulder County Sheriffs,
George Heinrichs and Stephen Meer, Intrado
has played a key role in helping to define,
build and maintain the country’s complex
emergency communications system. Today
Intrado provides the core of the Nation’s 9-1-
1 infrastructure, supporting over 200 million
calls to 9-1-1 each year. Intrado is responsible
for the ultimate delivery of over 90% of all 9-
1-1 calls in the country.

Intrado’s history of emergency communica-
tions excellence is based on a strong founda-
tion. Their extensive involvement in all aspects
of the current 9-1-1 network has given them a
unique perspective on how the system must
evolve to support new technology, new system
requirements and citizens’ growing expecta-
tions.

9-1-1 is fundamental to telecommunications
service. To meet this market requirement,
Intrado helps telecommunications service pro-
viders ensure their subscribers’ 9-1-1 calls are
delivered to the correct public safety answer-
ing point (PSAP) over the dedicated 9-1-1 net-
work along with the caller's accurate location
information and call back number. As commu-
nications networks converge and 9-1-1 callers
become more mobile, Intrado has a proven
track record of both anticipating and pio-
neering the solutions needed to keep pace
with subscribers’ demands for ubiquitous ac-
cess to 9-1-1.

Intrado’s success has come in large part
due to its leadership, dedication and persever-
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ance in helping the public safety community. |
want to thank them for all they have done to
contribute to Colorado’s economy and to the
advancement of 9-1-1 communications around
the country. Once again, congratulations on
the anniversary of 30 years providing service
to our community.
—

RECOGNIZING GARRETT METAL
DETECTORS OF GARLAND, TEXAS

HON. SAM JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 22, 2010

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Madam
Speaker, | rise to recognize Garrett Metal De-
tectors, a global leader in the security industry
for over forty-five years, which calls my own
Third Congressional District of Texas home.

Founded by Charles and Eleanor Garrett in
1964, the Garland, Texas-based company
specializes in the production of walk-through,
hand-held and ground search metal detection
products and training for security and law en-
forcement applications.

The company’s three main divisions, Hobby,
Security and Countermine/Explosive Rem-
nants of War (ERW), define its outreach.
While Garrett hobby detectors are the treas-
ure-hunter’s tool of choice, the company also
produces advanced models specifically de-
signed to pinpoint the danger of buried land-
mines. In addition, the company’s expertise
has been called on to provide security check-
point screening at countless events worldwide
including eleven Olympic Games and numer-
ous political conventions, concerts, and
awards shows.

In fact, Charles and Eleanor Garrett, Bob
Podhrasky and Vaughan Garrett recently had
a turn at carrying the Olympic torch as it
makes its way to the 2010 Winter Games in
Vancouver, Canada.

All products produced by Garrett are proudly
designed, assembled and tested for quality
control here in the USA. Due to its extra-
ordinary success and global impact, the com-
pany has even been profiled by John
Ratzenberger for his hit TV series, Made in
America, which airs on the Travel Channel.

| am pleased to recognize Garrett Metal De-
tectors for its invaluable contribution to the
safety and security of people worldwide. It is
an honor and a privilege to represent this fine
American business.

——————

CONGRATULATING THE TRANS-
PORTATION TRADES DEPART-
MENT, AFL-CIO (TTD) ON ITS
20TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. STEVEN C. LaTOURETTE

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 22, 2010

Mr. LATOURETTE. Madam Speaker, | rise
to congratulate the Transportation Trades De-
partment, AFL—CIO (TTD), on its 20th anniver-
sary. TTD is a leading advocacy organization
for transportation workers and for a strong in-
vestment in our nation’s infrastructure.

Throughout its 20-year history, TTD has
consistently stood up for our nation’s transpor-
tation workers. These outstanding men and
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women, many of whom | have the privilege to
represent, are a backbone of our nation’s
economy. They work each day in an industry
that has been dramatically altered by the larg-
er economic and security crises facing our na-
tion. Yet through it all, these dedicated men
and women remain focused on public service
and doing their jobs to their utmost ability.

As | and my colleagues can attest, TTD has
helped policymakers understand the needs
and concerns of those on the front lines of this
important part of our daily life and our econ-
omy. We sadly don’t invest enough on our in-
frastructure, and | am heartened to hear TTD
call for greater investment in transportation in-
frastructure. They understand how it can both
rebuild our nation and put Americans back to
work. In my travels through Northeast Ohio, |
see firsthand how our infrastructure is crum-
bling and families are struggling to get by. Our
quality of life and the strength and efficiency of
our economy will not fully improve unless we
make critical infrastructure investments.

| again commend TTD on their anniversary,
and | look forward to continuing to work with
them on these issues facing our nation.

HONORING HARRY L. BEGLE,
HERNANDO COUNTY, FLORIDA

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 22, 2010

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to honor an
American hero, Harry L. Begle of Brooksville,
Florida. A decorated war veteran, Lieutenant
Begle’s service to our nation will forever be re-
membered by this Congress.

Born in Lexington, Virginia, Lt. Begle grad-
uated from Fork Union Military Academy in
1943 and entered WW Il soon thereafter.

He served as a 2nd Lieutenant in the 101st
Airborne Division and an Assistant Platoon
Leader with the H Company 3rd Battalion in
the 506th Parachute Division. While deployed
outside of Bastogne, Belgium, Lt. Begle’s pla-
toon came under attack by a German Infantry.
To describe that moment, Lt. Begle said, it
was then that “all hell broke loose”. During the
battle, Lt. Begle’s hand was struck by a bullet,
and his upper body was struck by shrapnel
from an artillery shell explosion. The blast
caused wounds in his neck and left him in a
British Military hospital for several months. Lt.
Begle received a Bronze Star and a Purple
Heart for his courageous actions in battle.

Despite his wounds and time spent away
from the front lines, Lt. Begle returned to
serve his country abroad once again in 1945,
This time in Austria. He was later transferred
to the 82nd Airborne Division when the Pacific
ended.

In 1946, he returned home. He marched in
the WW |l victory parade in New York where
he was greeted with a heroes welcome. He
served as a reservist until 1949 when he was
honorably discharged.

Long after his military days had passed, he
continued to protect his fellow Americans,
serving as a Washington D.C. Police Officer
for 23 years; he retired in 1972.

Madam Speaker, it is an honor to recognize
Harry L. Begle; a beloved and decorated
American hero. On behalf of a grateful nation,
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this Congress, his family and friends, | thank
him for his service and sacrifice to our coun-
try.

———

HONORING MODESTO CHRISTIAN
HIGH SCHOOL VARSITY FOOT-
BALL TEAM

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 22, 2010

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to commend and congratulate the Mo-
desto Christian High School Varsity Football
Team upon winning the California Inter-
scholastic Federation Small Schools State
Football Championship on Friday, December
18, 2009. The team will be honored on Thurs-
day, January 7, 2010.

The Modesto Christian High School Varsity
Football Team consists of 31 players includ-
ing: Isaiah Burse, Jose Oseguera, Keaton
Engel, Kevin Roya, Damien Bell-White, Nate
Sudfeld, Aaron Brown, Dominic Dami, Alec
Pearson, David Sielin, Dustin Hayes, Ryn
Megee, Raymond Nelson, Nathan Straubinger,
Johnny Juvera, Nick Carson, Brandon Baker,
Danie Hague, Tyke Andrew, Vince Rovedatti,
Cody Daniel, Matt Heinrich, Michael Fahigren,
Steve Rubalcava, Evan Schwartz, Vinny
Warda, Jacob Alameda, Josh Lane, Tyler
Jamison, Thomas Deshields and Colin Lane.
The team was led by Head Coach, Mike Par-
sons and the rest of the coaching staff: Ron
Megee, Andy Strickland, P. Jay Thiriault, Darin
Higgins, Steve Gleason, Adam Foster, Mark
Dobbins and Noel Alfaro.

The hard work and dedication of the entire
team led the Modesto Christian Crusaders to
an undefeated season; winning eleven regular
season games, three section playoff games
and the final championship game with a final
15-0 record. The team not only won all of the
games they played, but they dominated their
opponents, averaging 45 points per game.

With Modesto Christian Principal Cynthia
Jewel and Athletic Director Greg Pearce
cheering the team on, the team made their
way to the championship game. The game
was held at the Home Depot Field in Carson,
California against Parker High School of San
Diego, California. Parker’s football team en-
tered the game with an 11-2 record, and a
45-point scoring average per game.

With Isaiah Burse as quarterback, the Cru-
saders were able to move the ball quickly
throughout the game. However, Parker was
able to move the ball equally as well, leading
to a nail biter. In the final minutes of the
game, the Crusaders were holding on to a 44—
40 lead, but Parker was moving the ball quick-
ly down the field. With fourth-and-goal at the
two, and 1 minute 40 seconds to play, the
Crusaders defense dug deep to hold the
Parker offense. The Crusaders were able to
pick up a first down, triggering a celebration
on their sideline and a final score of 44—40,
with Modesto Christian on top.

Madam Speaker, | rise today to commend
and congratulate the 2009 Modesto Christian
High School Football Team upon its achieve-
ments and upon becoming the California Inter-
scholastic Federation Small Schools State
Football Champions. | invite my colleagues to
join me in wishing the entire team and coach-
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ing staff congratulations on its many accom-
plishments this season.

———

RECOGNITION OF MERLE J. PRATT

HON. MARY JO KILROY

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 22, 2010

Ms. KILROY. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Merle J. Pratt, a great American who
has worked for decades to protect our nation,
advocate for our veterans, and strengthen the
State of Ohio. Currently a resident of Powell,
Ohio, Merle has loyally served our nation as a
member of the United States Navy, an em-
ployee for the State of Ohio, and a leader in
numerous community organizations.

Merle served in the U.S. Navy for 26 years,
including five years of active duty and over
two decades in the U.S. Naval Reserve until
his retirement in 1994 as a chief petty officer.
Merle also served the Buckeye State in the
Ohio Secretary of State’s office and the Ohio
Attorney General’'s office. After 26 years of
service, Merle retired from his position as the
Director of Constituent Services and Veteran
Liaison for the Ohio Attorney General’s office
in 2009. His devotion to helping Ohio citizens
and veterans inspired Ohio Attorney General
Jim Petro to award Merle with the Innovation
and Excellence Award in 2003.

In addition to his career as a public servant
in the State of Ohio, Merle has served as a
trustee, chairman, or president for many orga-
nizations and chapters dedicated to helping
our nation’s veterans, including the Military/
Veterans Educational Foundation, Vietnam
Veterans of America, the Columbus Veterans
Day Parade Committee, the American Legion,
the Franklin County Veteran’s Memorial Board
of Trustees, the Ohio Governor’s Veterans Ad-
visory Committee, and the Ohio Attorney Gen-
eral’s Veterans Advisory Council. He has also
been a longtime member of the Ohio Veterans
Hall of Fame Executive Committee, the Inter-
Service Family Assistance Committee, the
Ohio Veterans Employment and Training
Council, and the Ohio Military Activation Task
Force. Merle has been a Life Member of
AMVETS Post 89 and served as the Chairman
of the AMVETS State Legislative Committee
from 1999 to 2009, during which he was
awarded the prestigious AMVETS Silver Hel-
met Civil Servant of the Year award in 2004
for his passion and continued service to vet-
erans in central Ohio. As a true public servant,
Merle is continuing to actively participate in
veterans services, and is currently serving as
Commander for the AMVETS Department of
Ohio.

Throughout his life, Merle has inspired those
around him with his continued dedication to
helping veterans and military families. On Feb-
ruary 20, 2010, Merle will be recognized by
the AMVETS Department of Ohio for his dec-
ades of invaluable service. | am proud to join
this group in honoring Merle Pratt, whose
leadership and commitment to our veterans,
both in the Columbus community as well as
around the nation, has been an inspiration and
a blessing in the lives of countless Americans.
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