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He was the beloved son of James Cochran
and Linda Dennis. He also was a role model
for his three younger siblings.

Today, as we celebrate the life and accom-
plishments of this exceptional Kentuckian, my
thoughts and prayers are with Specialist
Wright's family and friends.

We are all deeply indebted to Specialist
Wright for his service and his sacrifice.

HONORING BLUE DIAMOND
GROWERS

HON. DENNIS A. CARDOZA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 28, 2010

Mr. CARDOZA. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Blue Diamond Growers,
celebrating 100 years of quality service, both
domestically and worldwide.

The seed for this American icon was plant-
ed on May 6, 1910, by 230 California almond
growers, forming the California Almond Grow-
ers Exchange, a cooperative created to estab-
lish a market for quality almond production.

Sixty percent of California’s almond growers
joined the cooperative, giving birth to Amer-
ica’s first almond brand, the Blue Diamond,
named after the world’s rarest and most pre-
cious of gems, a true symbol of quality.

In an effort to expand Blue Diamond’s com-
mitment to innovation and quality, the Blue Di-
amond forefathers made their first voyage to
Italy and Spain, in 1917, to share cultural and
marketing information. This marked the first
promotion by an American cooperative to pro-
vide almonds to a foreign market. Soon after,
Spain would become a leading market for
California almonds.

Blue Diamond established a partnership
with the Federal government in 1928 to obtain
better rail rates, thus facilitating the first
speech in America aboard a train headed
cross country about the importance of equi-
table almond prices.

With continuing commitment to innovation,
integrity, and satisfaction of customer needs,
Blue Diamond developed the first cellophane
bag to package almonds. The company fund-
ed the first nutritional research program, es-
tablishing almonds as a viable source of pro-
tein and energy. As a result, almonds are now
an essential source of food in the Federal
School Lunch Program.

Continually searching for new ways to make
almonds enjoyable and fun, Blue Diamond in-
troduced the first almond snack, Smokehouse
Almond, an American favorite for airline pas-
sengers.

In 1950, Blue Diamond established the Al-
mond Board of California, a federal marketing
order, which helped to collect market informa-
tion by funding research and promoting Cali-
fornia almonds.

With a commitment to quality and a desire
to provide for almond lovers everywhere, Blue
Diamond led the way in opening the Japanese
market and established its first foreign office in
Japan in the 1950s.

Blue Diamond exported California almonds
to Russia when it was still known as the So-
viet Union. In the 1970s, Blue Diamond pro-
vided the Indian market with California al-
monds, a relationship that still exists today.
India now imports over $100 million dollars of
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California almonds, making almonds the num-
ber-one U.S. export to India.

Blue Diamond is currently expanding the al-
mond market in China, which ranks among the
largest in the world for California almonds.

From Blue Diamond’s modest beginnings as
a small industry of three million pounds of al-
monds in 1910, California is now producing
more than 1.65 billion pounds and 80 percent
of the global supply. Blue Diamond’s business
has grown to nearly $1 billion dollars with over
half of the state’s almond growers owning the
cooperative.

Due to Blue Diamond’s diligence and com-
mitment to quality, almonds are now Califor-
nia’s largest food export and rank as the larg-
est tree crop in the world. Blue Diamond rep-
resents the best of the American entrepre-
neurial spirit and its products have become in-
grained in many aspects of Americans’ lives.
It is a privilege to honor Blue Diamond Grow-
ers for its 100 years of leadership in devel-
oping and promoting the California almond in-
dustry both domestically and abroad.

———

LI-ION MOTORS CORP “WAVE II” X
PRIZE WINNER

HON. PATRICK T. McHENRY

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 28, 2010

Mr. MCHENRY. Madam Speaker, on Sep-
tember 16, 2010, the X PRIZE Foundation, an
educational nonprofit prize organization, and
Progressive Insurance, awarded a total of $10
million to three teams who successfully com-
pleted the rigorous Progressive Insurance
Automotive X PRIZE competition. Among the
three winning teams was Li—ion Motors Corp.
in my district. Li—ion Motors emerged from an
original field of 111 competing teams, rep-
resenting 136 vehicle entries from around the
world. The winning vehicles were showcased
to an audience of individuals from the auto in-
dustry, national and international businesses,
and U.S. government leaders.

Li-ion Motors’ design of the “Wave 1I” was
awarded $2.5 million for the Alternative Side—
by-Side Class category. The two—seat battery
electric car was built on a lightweight alu-
minum chassis and weighed in at only 2,176
pounds, despite the weight of its powerful lith-
ium ion batteries. The Wave Il demonstrated
outstanding low mechanical and aerodynamic
drag that resulted in 187 miles per gallon
equivalent, MPGe, in combined on-track and
laboratory efficiency testing, and a 14.7 sec-
ond zero-to-60 mph acceleration time. The ve-
hicle also has a range of 100 miles in a real-
world driving cycle.

This is a great day for all the individuals
who work at Li—ion Motors and helped achieve
this amazing accomplishment. This company
is now eligible for a U.S. Department of En-
ergy program that will help ready highly effi-
cient vehicles for introduction to the U.S. mar-
ket.
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SUPPORTING ARMS SALE TO
TAIWAN

HON. PETE SESSIONS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 28, 2010

Mr. SESSIONS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to express my strong support for
strengthening the bilateral relationship the
United States has with Taiwan. Taiwan is an
important ally and trading partner, and we
must continue to support its defense.

Taiwan faces a continuous threat from the
People’s Republic of China, PRC, and must
be capable of defending itself in the event of
an attack. Section 2(b)(4) of the 1979 Taiwan
Relations Act, which is the cornerstone of
United States-Taiwan relations, declares that it
is the policy of the United States “to consider
any effort to determine the future of Taiwan by
other than peaceful means, including by boy-
cotts or embargoes, a threat to the peace and
security of the Western Pacific area and of
grave concern to the United States.” Section
3(b) of the Act stipulates that both the Presi-
dent and Congress shall determine the nature
and quantity of defense articles and services
that Taiwan needs.

On January 29, 2010 the Obama Adminis-
tration announced to Congress a planned
arms package to Taiwan totaling $6.4 billion.
The package included 114 Patriot PAC-3 mis-
siles, 60 Black Hawk helicopters, 12 Harpoon
missiles for training purposes, two Osprey
class refurbished mine hunters, and military
communication equipment. This package was
extremely significant and will help ensure the
security of the Taiwan Strait. However, this
package did not include the 66 F-16 fighter
aircrafts, which were requested by Taiwan in
2006. | request that the Obama Administration
give full, prompt, and fair consideration to Tai-
wan’s request for the F—16 fighter aircrafts.

HONORING AND CELEBRATING THE
50TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY OF
VAN P. AND MARGARET SMITH

HON. MIKE PENCE

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 28, 2010

Mr. PENCE. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor Van P. and Margaret Smith—of Muncie,
Indiana—on the extraordinary occasion of their
fiftieth wedding anniversary. Their dedication
to one another, their family, their friends, and
their community is a shining example of the
foundational values which have made this na-
tion great.

Margaret Ann Kennedy, born October 27,
1934, in Chicago, lllinois, moved to Muncie
with her family as a young girl. There she at-
tended Muncie Central High School and grad-
uated from Ball State University in 1956 with
a degree in Education. She went on to teach
at Washington Elementary School in Muncie
from 1956 to 1961.

Van P. Smith was born on September 8,
1928, in Oneida, New York. He graduated
from Colgate University with a degree in Pub-
lic Administration and Economics in 1950, and
from Georgetown University with a Doctor of
Jurisprudence in 1955. He has also received
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honorary doctorate degrees from Ball State,
Colgate, Indiana State, and Vincennes Univer-
sities as well as the Catholic University of
America.

Van and Margaret met through mutual
friends and were married on November 19,
1950. They made their home in Muncie, Indi-
ana, where they continue to be active mem-
bers of the community. The Smith’s have a
large and loving family, including five children
and nineteen grandchildren. Margaret has
been a loving and tirelessly devoted spouse,
mother, and grandmother, while Van has been
the leader and captain of their tight knit family.

Both Van and Margaret have given back to
their local community for decades now, and |
cannot praise them enough for their many
generous charitable gifts. Margaret remains
active with St. Mary’s Parish, Tri Kappa Soror-
ity, and the Harvest Soup Kitchen. For over 50
years, Van served as an owner and executive
leader of Ontario Corporation, employing hun-
dreds of Hoosiers. He was also instrumental in
purchasing the Sherry Laboratories unit,
where he still reports for work daily at the age
of 82. He is recognized by community and
business leaders as a respected and honored
entrepreneur, dedicated to faith, family, and in-
tegrity. His accolades and achievements,
though too numerous to list in this brief tribute,
have had an immeasurable impact on not only
my congressional district, but the entire state
of Indiana and beyond. Perhaps most moving
to me is the influence that Van and Margaret
Smith have had on my life and on my family.
My history with Van and Margaret goes back
many years, and not only are they dear
friends, but they have been a source of great
guidance to me; words are inadequate to relay
the depth of gratitude | feel for them both. The
Good Book tells us that “the fear of the Lord
adds length to life,” and it is clear that the
Lord has had His hand on this remarkable
couple. Their contribution is indeed impressive
on a local, state, national, and international
level. However, their defining characteristic is
the depth of their humility and the breadth of
their generosity. As is evident to all who are
fortunate to know them, Van and Margaret
have strived to live their lives honoring to God,
family, friends, and their community with integ-
rity and character.

Madam Speaker, | again congratulate Van
and Margaret Smith on their fifty wonderful
years of marriage and humbly thank them for
their years of community service and friend-
ship. | honor and applaud them for their dedi-
cation and generosity and pray God’s best for
them and their family.

REMEMBERING AND HONORING
MR. JOHN HARWOOD OF 8ST.
LOUIS, MISSOURI

HON. W. TODD AKIN

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 28, 2010

Mr. AKIN. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor John Harwood of St. Louis, Missouri.

On Saturday, September 25th, 2010 John
Harwood passed into eternity. Mr. Harwood
lived an exemplary life of service. He dedi-
cated over a quarter of a century to helping
fellow men live lives based on spiritual prin-
ciples. He assisted many with the develop-
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ment of personal character based on humility,
faith, love and service. Mr. Harwood was
known as a tough man, who had the courage
of his convictions and unique powers of per-
suasion. Yet, he had a deep sense of service
and dedication to fellow human beings. Mr.
Harwood often stated that one of the secrets
of life is to “learn to love another human
being.” He exemplified this philosophy in his
own life, every day, as he held out his hand
to many who needed a little experience,
strength and hope on the way to a better way
of being.

| ask my colleagues to join me in honoring
John today.

———

IN HONOR OF THE LEBANON RE-
GIONAL FFA CHAPTER FOR
PLACING SECOND AT THE EAST-
ERN REGIONAL FFA  DAIRY
PRODUCTS CONTEST AND QUALI-
FYING FOR NATIONALS

HON. JOE COURTNEY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 28, 2010

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor Lyman Memorial High School
students Rachel Mackewicz, Kelly Pestey, Erin
White and Emily Von Edwins. | want to offer
my congratulations to these students who
placed second at the Eastern Regional FFA
Dairy Products Contest on September 18,
2010.

These students, along with their faculty ad-
visor Mrs. Brenda Wildes, honorably rep-
resented themselves, their family and their
community at the Eastern Regional FFA Dairy
Products contest. By finishing in second place,
the team not only placed higher than any pre-
vious Lebanon FFA team, but also qualified to
compete for the national title at the National
FFA Convention.

Since it was founded in 1928, The Future
Farmers of America has promoted agricultural
education for millions of students across the
country. FFA’s commitment to bringing stu-
dents, teachers and agribusiness together
helps to ensure that each generation of our
nation’s leaders comes equipped with the agri-
cultural understanding necessary to lead our
country. Last summer, | was fortunate enough
to meet with some of these impressive young
leaders at the Connecticut state FFA conven-
tion and saw firsthand the important impact
the FFA has on middle and high school stu-
dents across the country.

It is important to highlight the important role
the FFA and this team of students in maintain-
ing our rural heritage and promoting the agri-
cultural ideals that serve as the backbone of
our country. | ask all of my colleagues to join
with me, and the people of Connecticut in rec-
ognizing the Lebanon Regional Future Farm-
ers of America Chapter for their achievement
and wishing them good luck at the national
competition.

September 28, 2010

IN MEMORY OF ROBERT U.
CASSEL, WORLD WAR II VETERAN

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 28, 2010

Mr. ANDREWS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the life and memory of Robert
U. Cassel of Mantua Township, New Jersey,
who died September 1st, 2010 at the age of
95. A longtime resident of Gloucester County,
Mr. Cassel has left a legacy of dedication and
commitment to his community.

Mr. Cassel was born in Philadelphia and
graduated from Woodbury High School in
1932. An avid learner, Mr. Cassel continued
on to Lebanon Valley College to study biology,
leading to his career as a chemist with the
Mobil Corporation.

During World War Il, Mr. Cassel's super-
visor advised him that he was exempted from
the draft as a result of the importance of his
position. Understanding the call of his country,
he ignored that exemption and entered the
94th Infantry Division, arriving in France three
months after D-Day. He later became a bat-
talion operations officer in the 301st Infantry
Regiment. In that position, he was awarded
two Bronze Stars for helping fellow battalion
members escape a trap that could have de-
stroyed the unit. During his service, Mr. Cas-
sel collected several battle artifacts that he
shared at veteran events and Veterans Day
presentations at schools. He later donated
these items to the University of Georgia. Until
recently, he was also the editor of the Hood-
lum News, a quarterly newsletter for the 301st
Infantry Association.

Combining his passion for nature with his
dedication to the community, Mr. Cassel was
a founding member of the Gloucester County
Nature Club in 1949. Furthermore, Mr. Cassel
embodied a spirit of volunteerism, dedicating
his time to the Battleship New Jersey Museum
and Memorial, the Mennonite relief warehouse
in Lancaster County, and the Boy Scouts of
America.

He is survived by his wife Carol and his two
daughters, Claire Cassel and Judith Cassel
Williams, as well as three grandchildren, two
great-grandchildren and a sister. Mr. Cassel is
predeceased by his first wife, Eve.

Madam Speaker, Robert U. Cassel's end-
less dedication to Gloucester County and our
country should not go unrecognized. | express
my sincere condolences to his family for their
loss and pay tribute to the memory of this ex-
ceptional man.

———

A TRIBUTE TO JWCH INSTITUTE
ON THE OCCASION OF THE NON-
PROFIT ORGANIZATION’S 50TH
ANNIVERSARY OF PROVIDING
QUALITY AND AFFORDABLE
HEALTH CARE TO THE COUNTY’S
UNDERSERVED COMMUNITIES

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD
OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, September 28, 2010
Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Madam Speaker, |

rise today to recognize the John Wesley Com-
munity Health Institute—also known as the
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