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CSU Stanislaus has also been recognized by 
the American Association of State Colleges 
and Universities as one of 12 campuses na-
tionwide for outstanding graduation and reten-
tion rates. CSU Stanislaus generates more 
than $300 million annual impact on the re-
gional economy. 

Today, on Founders Day, CSU Stanislaus 
marks a half-century of excellence as stu-
dents, alumni, faculty, staff and friends cele-
brate the University’s 50th Anniversary. 
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IN HONOR OF LORRAINE MADDEN 

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE 
OF DELAWARE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 22, 2010 

Mr. CASTLE. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure that I pay tribute today to Lor-
raine Madden, the outgoing President of the 
Ladies Auxiliary of the Delaware Volunteer 
Firemen’s Association (LADVFA). 

President Madden has been a life-long 
member of the Bowers Fire Company Auxil-
iary. Like many other members of the Auxiliary 
and Fire Departments, President Madden’s fa-
ther was the Fire Chief, and her mother was 
President of the Auxiliary. Prior to being elect-
ed to this new post, President Madden served 
as President of the Auxiliary at Bowers and 
was also the President of the Auxiliary to the 
Kent County Volunteer Firemen’s Association. 
Her record of service and leadership is com-
mendable, and is a reflection of the organiza-
tion itself. 

When called to action during alarms, 
LADVFA assist the firemen by serving meals 
or snacks while the companies are fighting 
fires or assisting with other emergencies. The 
services they provide both the fireman and the 
community are invaluable. 

The LADVFA serve such an important func-
tion in our community, and to be as effective 
as possible, they must have dedicated and or-
ganized leaders. President Madden has been 
exactly that over the past year and the State 
of Delaware and our nation are greatly in-
debted to her for all of her past and future 
hard work. Congratulations on a job well done! 
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HONORING FRAGER’S HARDWARE 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 22, 2010 

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to ask the House of Representatives to join 
me in congratulating Frager’s Hardware, lo-
cated in Washington, D.C., for 90 years in 
business. 

Throughout its 90 years in business in the 
Capitol Hill neighborhood, Frager’s, as it is 
commonly known, has remained an indispen-
sable fixture of the community and serves as 
a prototype of quality customer service. 

The community embraces the ownership of 
Frager’s Hardware and appreciates com-
memorating the anniversary with a week-long 
Customer Appreciation Event. 

The expansion of Frager’s Hardware to in-
clude a garden center, rental store, and a 
paint shop demonstrates its commitment to 

serving the changing needs of the community 
and the residents of the District of Columbia. 

Madam Speaker, I ask the House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in celebrating the 90th 
anniversary of Frager’s Hardware. 
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HONORING THE FACULTY AND 
STUDENTS AT EASTERN TECH-
NICAL HIGH SCHOOL 

HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 22, 2010 

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Madam Speaker, I 
rise before you today to honor the faculty and 
students at Eastern Technical High School of 
Baltimore County, which has recently been 
designated as a 2010 National Blue Ribbon 
School. The National Blue Ribbon Award rec-
ognizes public and private schools whose stu-
dents have achieved at very high levels or 
have made significant progress and success-
fully closed achievement gaps, especially 
among disadvantaged and minority students. 

Eastern Technical High School is a magnet 
school that provides 10 different career path 
programs for students which will help prepare 
them to become productive members of the 
workforce in the future. Education is so impor-
tant in setting our youth up for success and 
Eastern Technical High School provides a 
phenomenal example of how to effectively do 
so. In fact, Newsweek Magazine ranks East-
ern Tech as among the top 5% of high 
schools in the United States. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that you join with me 
today to honor the faculty and students at 
Eastern Technical High School. It is their hard 
work and dedication that have won them the 
recognition of the National Blue Ribbon 
Award. The school’s consistent outstanding 
performance is an indicator of the faculty’s 
perseverance and the student body’s drive. It 
is with great pride that I congratulate Eastern 
Technical High School on its exemplary serv-
ice. 
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COMMEMORATING SEA OTTER 
AWARENESS WEEK 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 22, 2010 

Mr. FARR. Madam Speaker, I rise today as 
I do every year, to call attention to the 8th An-
nual Sea Otter Awareness Week, September 
26–October 2, 2010, sponsored by Defenders 
of Wildlife. This week-long event provides the 
opportunity to educate the broader public on 
sea otters, their natural history, the integral 
role they play in the near-shore marine eco-
system, and the conservation issues they are 
facing. 

In the early 1700’s, before wide-scale hunt-
ing began, sea otters ranged across the North 
Pacific rim from Japan to Baja California. The 
worldwide population estimates for that time 
range from the hundreds of thousands to more 
than one million. Before the hunting began, 
there were approximately 16,000–20,000 
along California’s coast. But killing these ani-
mals for their fur all but decimated the popu-

lation until they were thought to be extinct off 
the coast of California by the early 1900’s. 

However, in the 1930’s a small population of 
less than 100 animals was discovered in a re-
mote cove on a coastal ranch in Big Sur, on 
the Central Coast of California. Since that 
time, groups such as Defenders of Wildlife, 
Friends of the Sea Otter and Ocean Conser-
vancy have raised public awareness and 
helped protect this important species under 
the Marine Mammal Protection Act and the 
Endangered Species Act. The presence of the 
California sea otter has become an icon of the 
state’s coastal environment and culture, and 
these charismatic animals bring significant 
tourism revenue to Californian coastal commu-
nities. 

Still, sea otter populations remain threat-
ened. This year’s three year population aver-
age, counted by the U.S. Geological Survey, 
totals only 2,711 animals, a 3.6 percent drop 
in overall population, and 11 percent drop in 
otter pups since 2009. This is the second year 
in a row that the population has been in de-
cline. The annual survey saw a decrease in 
otter numbers throughout their range, and par-
ticularly in areas where much of their repro-
duction occurs. These latest numbers are of 
great concern and researchers have begun to 
identify indirect hazards for sea otters such as 
non-point source pollution, pathogens, and en-
trapment in fisheries gear that are causing 
their population growth to reverse. Data also 
suggests that breeding-age females are dying 
in higher than usual numbers from multiple 
causes, including infectious disease, toxin-ex-
posure, heart failure, malnutrition, and shark 
attacks. 

Each day, research is uncovering additional 
causes of sea otter population declines. A re-
cent study reveals that mycrocystin, a toxic 
algae that forms in reservoirs, lakes and stag-
nant freshwater ponds, is responsible for the 
deaths of at least 21 sea otters in the Mon-
terey Bay area and researchers state that this 
is the first ever documentation of a freshwater 
algal bloom being transmitted to upper-level 
marine mammals. Such realizations support 
the need for continued research and preven-
tive measures to respond to these issues, 
while continuing to ward against the direct 
killings and takings that still occur. 

Sea otters are integrally important to the 
ecosystem in which they live. For this reason, 
the decline of southern sea otters off of the 
California coast not only impacts the species 
itself, but it affects other marine populations 
and the surrounding ecosystem. The demise 
of sea otters allows their prey, sea urchins, to 
proliferate unchecked leading to the alarming 
overgrazing of kelp beds—one of the oceans 
nursery grounds for many marine animals. Re-
search shows that the absence of sea otters 
has a direct link to the sharp decline of kelp 
along portions of California’s coast. Further, 
the sea otter is effective at monitoring toxins 
and diseases in the marine environment, 
which can affect the health of humans and 
other wildlife. 

California took the first step toward address-
ing these emerging concerns by signing As-
sembly Bill 2485 into law. This bill establishes 
a state fund for sea otter conservation where 
Californians have the option of donating a por-
tion of their tax returns to sea otter conserva-
tion. I want to emphasize that this means that 
Californians voluntarily pay a little more on 
their tax return to help protect these animals. 
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Even during these trouble economic times, 
more than $228,903 has been raised already 
this year. 

However, this is a federally protected spe-
cies and California cannot go it alone. In addi-
tion to continuing to work with my colleagues 
to secure Federal funds to support a contin-
ued and complete recovery of the population, 
I am proud that H.R. 556, The Southern Sea 
Otter Recovery and Research Act, was 
passed by the House of Representatives in 
July of 2009. This tremendous success was 
buoyed by the support and devotion of many 
people. In the other house, Senator BARBARA 
BOXER has introduced a companion bill, S. 
1748, which passed out of the Senate Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, & Transpor-
tation on June 9 by unanimous consent. The 
Committee hopes to move the bill later this 
year as a part of their omnibus public lands 
legislative package. We are just a few steps 
away from at last making the act into law and 
bringing needed resources to this threatened 
species. 

Madam Speaker, I applaud the many ac-
complishments of Defenders of Wildlife, who 
carry out the important mission to preserve 
our nation’s wildlife and habitat. I also applaud 
the other nonprofit environmental organiza-
tions, working with the Monterey Bay Aquar-
ium, researchers, fishermen, state and federal 
agencies, schools, and many other institutions 
and individuals, who devote tremendous effort 
to protect and recover the southern California 
sea otter. Sea Otter Awareness Week is just 
one of their many activities geared towards 
honoring and saving this species, and I am 
proud to be associated with this vital work. 
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IN HONOR OF BILL TOBIN 

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE 
OF DELAWARE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 22, 2010 

Mr. CASTLE. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure that I pay tribute today to Bill 
Tobin, the incoming President of the Delaware 
Volunteer Firemen’s Association (DVFA). 
President Tobin began his career in the DVFA 
as a mascot in the Goodwill Volunteer Fire 
Company in 1959. In 1975 he moved to 
Lewes, where he joined the Lewes Volunteer 
Fire Department. 

President Tobin’s life has been dedicated to 
serving others. Along with his membership in 
the Lewes Fire Department, Bill served as 
President for the Georgetown American Le-
gion Ambulance Company and later became 
active with the Memorial Volunteer Fire De-
partment in Slaughter Beach. He has served 
Memorial well in the role of both Treasurer 
and as Chairman of the Board of Directors 
since 2000. 

I commend President Tobin on his dedica-
tion to Delaware’s volunteer fire service and 
tireless efforts on behalf of his community. 
DVFA is fortunate to have such a man filling 
this important role. I am confident that Presi-
dent Tobin’s experience and leadership will 
help DVFA continue on the path of exceptional 
service for which they are known across our 
state. 

REMEMBERING ROBERT P. BILLER 

HON. TOM McCLINTOCK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 22, 2010 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to remember the life of Robert Biller of 
La Canada, California. Bob was a gifted edu-
cator and passionate advocate for the stu-
dents of California, and it is with a grateful 
heart I remember him today. 

Bob received his bachelor’s degree from 
University of California, Los Angeles in 1959 
and spent the next several years serving his 
country as the administrator at the U.S. Naval 
Ordinance Test Station in China Lake, Cali-
fornia. He would go on to earn his master’s 
and doctorate degrees from University of 
Southern California in 1965 and 1969, respec-
tively, winning recognition from his peers and 
the Henry Reining Jr. Dissertation Award for 
his dissertation in public administration. 

Bob began his professional career in aca-
demia teaching at the University of California, 
Berkeley, where he helped establish the Grad-
uate School of Public Policy and its Experi-
mental Program in Health and Medical 
Sciences. He returned to USC in 1976, serv-
ing as the Dean of Public Administration until 
1982. During this time, Bob raised the stand-
ard of education for the public administration 
program and raised the school’s first one mil-
lion dollar endowment as well as serving in 
leadership roles with the Deans’ Council and 
the Budget Advisory Committee. Bob spent 
the next twenty years serving in various roles 
at USC including Executive Vice Provost 
(1982–1988), Dean of Fine Arts (1987), Dean 
of Admissions and Financial Aid (1988–1989), 
Vice President for External Affairs (1988– 
1992), Vice President for Undergraduate Af-
fairs (1992–1993), Interim Dean of the School 
of Policy, Planning and Development (1998– 
2000) and he continued to be actively involved 
in university life after his official retirement in 
2001. 

Madam Speaker, it is without a doubt that 
through his commitment to education and 
service Bob Biller made USC a better place 
and its students better off. On behalf of the 
countless students whose lives he touched, it 
is my privilege to rise today in recognition of 
the many accomplishments and contributions 
of Robert Biller. 
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TAIWAN’S 99TH NATIONAL DAY 

HON. ALBIO SIRES 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 22, 2010 

Mr. SIRES. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Taiwan as it celebrates its 99th Na-
tional Day on October 10th, 2010. This na-
tional holiday, known as Double Ten Day, 
commemorates the 1911 uprising that led to 
the creation of the Republic of China. 

After years of one-party rule, Taiwan has 
held three democratic presidential elections 
and two transfers of power. I am very excited 
to see this young democracy blossoming in 
East Asia. 

During an address earlier this year, Tai-
wan’s President Ma Ying-jeou offered this 

statement, ‘‘It is only under a true democracy 
that one’s citizens can live without fear ac-
cording to the law, and share in the burdens 
as well as benefits of good governance.’’ 

While Taiwan is a young democracy, it has 
taken steps to conform to international stand-
ards with respects to rule of law and protec-
tion of human rights. To this end, Taiwan has 
codified the following United Nation’s docu-
ments into domestic law; The International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the 
International Covenant on Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights. 

Taiwan’s budding commitment to democratic 
practices is impressive. I look forward to the 
United States partnering with President Ma 
and Taiwan for many years to come. 
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RECOGNIZING THE HEROIC AC-
TIONS OF STAFF SERGEANT 
JAMIE WEST 

HON. DOUG LAMBORN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 22, 2010 

Mr. LAMBORN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the courageous and self-
less actions of Army Staff Sergeant Jamie 
West, which have earned him our Nation’s 
highest congressionally authorized award for 
heroism during peacetime. As a member of 
the U.S. House Armed Services Committee, I 
am proud to recognize one of Fort Carson’s 
finest soldiers who placed his own life at risk 
to save the lives of three Colorado Springs 
children in 2008. While driving off-duty on 
February 23, 2008, Staff Sergeant Jamie West 
observed three children fall through a fragile 
ice-pond and one of those children becoming 
completely submerged in the freezing water. 
The Soldier’s Medal citation reads, ‘‘Without 
thought to his own safety, he decided to at-
tempt to rescue the endangered children. With 
ice crumbling around him and at risk to his 
own life, he pulled the children from the water 
and successfully administered first aid until 
emergency personnel arrived.’’ 

Every soldier knows the importance of cour-
age. It is one of the Army’s seven core values 
of soldiering. Courage on and off the battle-
field cannot be underestimated. It takes cour-
age to withstand the rigors of war and it takes 
courage to assume responsibility for life and 
death decisions. It also takes courage to do 
the right thing under intense pressure, but the 
act of courage at the risk of one’s own life de-
serves special recognition. 

The pages of American military history are 
filled with heroes who willingly put their lives at 
risk in order to save others—and Staff Ser-
geant West’s name will now be inscribed 
among them. 

It was no accident that SSG West was in 
the vicinity of that pond at the time of crisis. 
It is clear that, for some providential purpose, 
he was in the right place at the right time and 
had demonstrated great courage and personal 
sacrifice. It is my distinct honor to recognize 
his heroic actions and commitment to uphold 
the finest qualities of leadership and military 
values. 
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