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is important to realize that “there have been
no meaningful actions on the part of the main-
land, however, to reduce [China’s’] military
presence opposite the island.” That is a find-
ing of the Pentagon’s annual report to Con-
gress on Chinese military capabilities, re-
leased last month.

With its rapidly expanding arsenal of ships,
missiles and aircraft, the cross-strait military
balance continues to “shift in the mainland’s
favor,” according to the report. Indeed, in
2001, China had 250 missiles aimed at Tai-
wan. Today that number is over 1,400.

This summer's Pentagon report comes
months after the Defense Intelligence Agency
concluded that Taiwan’s air defenses are
showing increasing vulnerability due to the
aging of its fighter aircraft. While China rapidly
builds its military forces, Taiwan is struggling.

To help close this gap, Taiwan has had a
pending request to buy additional F-16 fighter
jets. In May, over 130 members of Congress
wrote to President Obama and asked that the
Administration “move ahead immediately” with
the sale of these airplanes. The Administration
is still “studying” this proposal.

Taiwan faces one of the most complex and
lethal military threats in the world. Across the
region, in response to China’s build-up and in-
creasing assertiveness, China’s neighbors are
moving to strengthen their security relation-
ships with the United States. This gravitation
to the U.S. will only last as long as the U.S.
is seen as a credible guarantor of stability.
Moving forward with this F-16 sale would be
an appropriate signal to Taiwan, and the re-
gion.

Madam Speaker, if we want cross strait
détente to succeed—Taiwan will have to do so
from a position of strength.

HONORING WESLEY HEINRICHS
HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 14, 2010

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor Sergeant Wesley Dean
Heinrichs, a United States Marine Corps Vet-
eran of World War II.

Mr. Heinrichs was born on November 28,
1923 in a farming community in Kirk, Colo-
rado. He worked on his family’s farm before
enlisting in the United States Marine Corps.
After hearing the news on the radio about the
attack on Pearl Harbor and the outbreak of the
War, Mr. Heinrichs came under deep convic-
tion to join the Marines after seeing a billboard
with a Marine’s picture that stated: “we need
one more good man.” It was Mr. Heinrichs’
passion and love for his country that spurred
him to join the Armed Forces to defend and
protect our country. In December of 1942, at
the age of 19, he traveled to the recruiting of-
fice in Denver, Colorado and enlisted in the
Marine Corps.

After completion of basic training in San
Diego, Mr. Heinrichs served in the commissary
of Camp Pendleton distributing packed foods
and serving on guard duty. In the same year,
he was transferred to a motor transport unit
where he worked with the 1st Amphibian
Truck Company. His company worked on the
Dukw, an experimental amphibious truck for
traveling over water and landing on coral
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reefs. On December 22, 1943, Mr. Heinrich
and his company were deployed to the Pacific
Arena to provide support to the Marine Corps
operations in the Mariana Islands.

Mr. Heinrichs and his company used the
Dukws to carry 105 Howitzers and place them
in strategic locations in the Mariana Islands.
Additionally, Mr. Heinrichs assisted with the
transportation of wounded Marines and Sol-
diers to medical ships and with the hauling of
ammunition and supplies to Marine Bases. Mr.
Heinrich and his company served in combat in
the battles of Saipan and Tinnian in the Mar-
iana Islands. After the islands were secured,
Mr. Heinrichs and his company were trans-
ferred to Guam where they protected the is-
land and began training for the invasion of
Japan. In 1945, Mr. Heinrich was transferred
back to San Diego and was honorably dis-
charged from the Marine Corps on January
13, 1943.

Mr. Heinrichs now resides in Coarsegold,
California and is an active member of the
American Legion Post 110, the Griswold
USMC League and the Veterans of Foreign
Wars. Mr. Heinrichs and his wife of 64 years,
Anna Queen Spencer Heinrichs, have four
daughters, eight grandchildren and eleven
great grandchildren.

Madam Speaker, | rise today to commend
and honor Wesley Heinrichs for his service
and dedication to our country. | invite my col-
leagues to join me in honoring Sergeant Wes-
ley Dean Heinrichs.

THE AUBURN LITTLE LEAGUERS
HON. DAVID G. REICHERT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 14, 2010

Mr. REICHERT. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in recognition of an inspiring group of
11- and 12-year-olds in my District who
grabbed the attention of an entire region and
were welcomed home as heroes because of
their performance in this year’s Little League
World Series at Williamsport, Pennsylvania.

The Auburn little leaguers and their coach-
es, Kai Nahaku and Dale Wilson, won the
Northwest Regional Little League Champion-
ship en route to their trip to Williamsport. Once
there, the team lost their opening game to the
Little Leaguers from Fairfield, Connecticut.
Madam Speaker, people started talking about
Auburn’s dream season coming to an end, but
the team had other ideas.

The boys won their next three games, stav-
ing off elimination each time. Playing in front
of as many as 30,000 people, the team stared
down fear and played an exhilarating brand of
baseball, beating Minnesota and Texas before
dispatching Connecticut in a rematch. Unfortu-
nately, Madam Speaker, the team’s magical
ride ended on August 26, in a loss to Texas.

The community of Auburn supported the
team the entire season and some even trav-
eled to Williamsport. The supporters who
stayed home cheered wildly at viewing parties
around the Auburn area. When the team re-
turned home to Auburn, they were welcomed
with a truly special celebration in front of City
Hall. It was an honor to participate in the rev-
elry and meet the coaches, players, and their
supporters. Not only did the team play well on
the diamond, Madam Speaker, but the boys
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also represented Auburn and Washington
State with class at every turn.

Madam Speaker, | want to congratulate
Hudson, Dylan, Isaiah, Ryan, Casey, Chan-
dler, lkaika, Dillon, Tyler, Robbie, Dillon,
Coach Kai and Coach Dale for their inspiring
play and for creating such fantastic memories.
| want to thank Auburn Mayor Pete Lewis,
Washington Governor Christine Gregoire, and
the community of Auburn for providing unique
and overwhelming support for the team
throughout the season and upon their return.
I'm excited to see what this special group of
boys will accomplish in the future. Thank you.

———————
HONORING THE LIFE OF TU.S.
ARMY RANGER SPECIALIST

CHRISTOPHER S. WRIGHT

HON. BARON P. HILL

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 14, 2010

Mr. HILL. Madam Speaker, on Thursday,
August 19, 2010, our nation lost another brave
hero. Army Ranger Specialist Christopher
Shane Wright was killed in Pech, Afghanistan,
from injuries sustained from enemy small arms
fire. He was 23 years old. A Kentucky resi-
dent, Specialist Wright's mother currently lives
in Jeffersonville, IN.

Specialist Wright was known as a man of
courage beyond his years. He was deeply
loyal and good-hearted. He had an intense
love of his family and of his fellow soldiers.
When told that his grandparents would pray
for him, he asked that they also pray for the
soldiers in his unit as well.

Wright joined the Army in 2005. Prior to his
18th birthday, Wright expressed a desire to
enlist, and within days of turning 18, he did so.
Wright was a veteran of two prior deploy-
ments—once to Iraq, and once to Afghanistan.

The loss of Specialist Wright is tragic. His
deserves our most heartfelt gratitude and re-
spect. Though | did not know him, | mourn his
death and the loss to his family. He and his
loved ones are in my prayers.

——————

HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH
HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 14, 2010

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Madam Speaker, it is with
great respect that | rise to celebrate National
Hispanic Heritage Month and its 2010
theme—Celebrating History, Heritage, and the
American Dream. From September 15, 2010
through October 15, 2010, the people of the
United States will once again celebrate the
histories, cultures, and traditions of our His-
panic American brothers and sisters. Since its
inception as National Hispanic Heritage Week
in 1968, and became known as National His-
panic Heritage Month in 1988, Americans
have taken this time to not only honor the rich
culture and traditions of Hispanic Americans,
but also to reflect on the countless contribu-
tions they have made that have led to im-
provements in their communities, and in turn,
a better America.

As we reflect on the importance of the con-
tributions that have been made by Hispanic
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Americans, | would like to take this opportunity
to pay tribute to one individual in particular
from the First Congressional District who has
represented the epitome of leadership and
civil service within Northwest Indiana, the Hon-
orable Mara Candelaria Reardon, Indiana
State Representative, District 12. A lifelong
resident of Northwest Indiana, Representative
Candelaria Reardon’s continued dedication
and commitment to her community is to be
commended. Being the first Latina elected to
the Indiana General Assembly, Representative
Candelaria Reardon’s service is an inspiration
not only to the Hispanic community, but to
women of every cultural background, which is
fitting as we also recently celebrated the 90th
Anniversary of the Woman’s Right to Vote on
August 26, 2010.

Mara Candelaria Reardon was born in East
Chicago, Indiana. She is the daughter of
Isabelino “Cande” Candelaria, the first Puerto
Rican appointed to a city council in Indiana,
and Victoria Soto Candelaria, the first Latina
elected as President of the Indiana Federation
of Teachers. Growing up in a family where
community activism and Hispanic heritage
were core values has undoubtedly been the
foundation of her remarkable career.

Representative Candelaria Reardon has ex-
tensive experience in the public and private
sectors. Her introduction to public service
began while working for my office as a Fed-
eral Projects Coordinator. Mara Candelaria
Reardon was elected Representative for Indi-
ana State District 12 in 2006, and she con-
tinues to passionately serve the constituents
of her district stating, “Their concerns and
goals will serve as the focal point of my efforts
in the Indiana House of Representatives. |
look forward to the opportunity of working with
local officials and community leaders to en-
sure that their needs are addressed.”
Throughout her tenure in the Indiana General
Assembly, a main goal for Representative
Candelaria Reardon has been working to
lower property taxes, fighting for realistic tax
policies.

In addition to her impressive career, Rep-
resentative Candelaria Reardon is involved in
numerous commendable organizations. Cur-
rently, she serves as Treasurer of the Indiana
Black Legislative Caucus, an organization that
works to create and expand state legislation
that supports minority communities throughout
the state of Indiana. Recently, she was elect-
ed as Treasurer of the National Hispanic Cau-
cus of State Legislators (NHCSL). The NHCSL
is a national organization that unites Hispanic
state legislators who work to positively impact
the quality of life within Hispanic communities
across the United States. Through the
NHCSL, Representative Candelaria Reardon
is able to work on issues such as quality edu-
cation, healthcare, affordable housing, com-
prehensive immigration reform, and job cre-
ation on behalf of the Hispanic community in
her district and across the nation.

Mara’s dedication to Indiana District 12 and
the community of Northwest Indiana is ex-
ceeded only by her devotion to her wonderful
family. She and her loving husband, Matthew,
have two children, Christian and Victoria.

Madam Speaker, as we celebrate National
Hispanic Heritage Month, let us pay tribute to
leaders such as Representative Mara
Candelaria Reardon, who have contributed so
much to the improvement of our communities
and our nation. | respectfully ask that you and
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my other colleagues join me in commending
Representative Candelaria Reardon for her
lifetime of service to the Hispanic community
and the community of Northwest Indiana. | am
proud to serve as her representative in Wash-
ington, D.C.

———
RECOGNIZING ROBERT CAMMA-
RATA FOR HIS DISTINGUISHED

SERVICE UPON HIS RETIREMENT
HON. BARNEY FRANK

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 14, 2010

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Madam
Speaker, | rise to acknowledge the achieve-
ments of Mr. Robert L. Cammarata on the oc-
casion of his retirement as Director of the City
of Taunton Department of Human Services.

A tireless and dedicated community leader,
Robert Cammarata’s career epitomizes public
service. He has distinguished himself with his
hard work for the people of Massachusetts,
and | congratulate him on his accomplish-
ments.

Mr. Robert L. Cammarata was born in 1948
in the village of Ossining, New York. His fam-
ily moved to the City of Taunton in 1955. Mr.
Cammarata served his country as an Army
Reservist. He received his Bachelor's Degree
in Human Services from New Hampshire Col-
lege. He is the proud father of Robyn Camma-
rata Bryant and Thomas Cammarata.

Mr. Cammarata began employment with the
City of Taunton in 1974 as the Director of the
Taunton Council on Aging. Following a merger
of City Departments in 1982, he became the
Director of the Department of Human Serv-
ices. During his tenure, Mr. Cammarata has
developed and instituted a variety of programs
and services for the citizens of Taunton. He
was instrumental in expanding services for
seniors of Taunton, including but not limited
to, transportation, health programming, nutri-
tion programming including both home deliv-
ered meals and site meals, in-home mental
health services, bilingual services, nursing
services and social and recreational programs.
Notable programs that Mr. Cammarata insti-
tuted or facilitated include the Elder Outreach
Program, Dial-A-Ride, Home Delivered Meals
Program, the Elder Mobile Outreach Team for
mental health services, Computer & Internet
Center for Elders and the UMass Community
Nursing Program.

As  Human  Services Director, Mr.
Cammarata also helped conceive, provide and
expand many programs for all citizens of
Taunton. Noteworthy programs include: the
Taunton Safe Neighborhood Initiative, which
includes the Community Policing Program,
Crime Watch Program, Graffiti Removal Pro-
gram and was instrumental in assuring com-
munication between policing entities, probation
departments, school departments, human
services and clergy; Jobs for Youth Program;
provision of Basic Needs that included food
pantries, emergency utility assistance, emer-
gency rental/mortgage assistance and the es-
tablishment of the first homeless shelter in
Taunton.

Robert Cammarata was a member of many
local, regional and statewide organizations
and committees. Locally and regionally, he
served as Board Member, Chairman, coordi-
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nator and/or as a general member of the
Taunton Safe Neighborhood Initiative, Taunton
Emergency Task Force, Greater Attleboro/
Taunton Regional Transit Authority, Bristol
Elder Services, Inc., Advisory Council, Greater
Taunton Health and Human Services Coali-
tion, St. Francis Samaritan House, Bristol
Plymouth Regional High School Council,
Italian Social Club and the Kiwanis. Statewide,
Mr. Cammarata was a Chairman/Board Mem-
ber of the Massachusetts Councils on Aging,
Cape and the Islands Regional Councils on
Aging, Local Officials of Human Services
Council and a member of many committees
through the Executive Office of Elder Affairs.
In 2006, Mr. Cammarata received the Council
on Aging Director of the Year from the Massa-
chusetts Councils on Aging.

Over his thirty-four years of public service,
Robert L. Cammarata has assisted many el-
ders, individuals and families in accessing
needed services to assure that they live safe,
healthy, happy and productive lives. He has
mentored many human service professionals
during his life and we honor Mr. Cammarata
for who he is and what he has accomplished.

———————

HONORING THE RUTHERFORD
DUST SOCIETY OF NAPA COUN-
TY, CALIFORNIA

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 14, 2010

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to honor the Rutherford
Dust Society. They are being recognized by
the Friends of the Napa River this evening for
their sterling work to restore the Napa River in
the Rutherford area.

The Rutherford Dust Society was founded in
1994 by growers and vintners in tribute to the
legacy of our grape growing and winemaking
forebears. In 2002, the Society’s board voted
to empower a subcommittee to be known as
the Rutherford Dust Restoration Team
(RDRT). The Restoration Team, chaired by
Davie Pina, was tasked with initiating a plan to
manage and restore the Napa River. Among
other objectives, RDRT focuses on reducing
sediment loading into the river downstream;
restoring habitat for salmonids and other
aquatic species; restoring a continuous cor-
ridor of riparian habitat for birds and wildlife;
replacing invasive plants with native species;
and engaging landowners in the process to
maintain regulatory compliance.

After seven years of hard work and plan-
ning, the RDRT broke ground on phase 1 of
its restoration project, which will rehabilitate
over four miles of the river. RDRT is a pio-
neering project in that it is one of the few com-
prehensive reach-scale restoration projects in
the region to move beyond just planning into
on-the-ground implementation. This rare
achievement would not have been possible
without the leadership of Mr. Pifa and the
Dust Society’s board.

Madam Speaker, it is appropriate at this
time that we thank everyone involved with the
Rutherford Dust Society for the example they
set as consummate stewards of the land. We
wish them the best of luck on their continued
efforts to improve our environment for agri-
culture and the community.
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