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I want to acknowledge what an accomplish-

ment it is for the Lady Warriors to bring home 
the championship title on their first year in 
competition. This feat has not been done 
since 1975. To reach this, the Webber team 
first defeated a team from Robert Morris Col-
lege twice in the semifinals. Advancing from 
there, the Lady Warriors claimed the cham-
pionship over the team from McKendree Uni-
versity. The final round ended in a 2–1 victory 
in a best out of three series. 

The team’s anchor, Hayley Beavis, was 
later named the National Tournament MVP. 
This victory is extra sweet for her because she 
sprained her ankle a week before the tour-
nament in training and was unsure if she was 
even going to compete. Teammate Ashley 
Galante was named as a National Collegiate 
Bowling Coaches Association Honorable Men-
tion All-American for the season. They were 
both backed by the strong contributions from 
fellow teammates Yoselin Leon Garcia, Steph-
anie Martins, Jessica Santiago, Katie 
Thoronton, and Brittney Mari. The team was 
coached by Head Coach Randy Stoughton 
and assistant coaches Joe Slowinski and Del 
Warren. 

The same team later received the Polk 
County Female Collegiate Team of the Year 
Award. This is the first team from Webber 
International University to receive such an 
award. The Polk County All Sports Award is 
meant to honor the areas best high school, 
college, and professional athletes. 

Established in 1927, Webber International 
University hosts just over 600 undergraduate 
and postgraduate students. Supported by 45 
faculty members, this Babson Park institution 
not only achieves excellence in sport, but their 
long tradition of superb education. 

On behalf of Florida’s 12th Congressional 
District, I wish to congratulate Hayley Beavis, 
Ashley Galante, and the whole Lady Warriors 
team. 
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HONORING MICHELLE STAUFFER 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 30, 2010 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to commend and congratulate Michelle 
Stauffer upon her retirement from Wawona 
School. 

Mrs. Michelle Stauffer has spent the past 29 
years serving as a teaching principal at 
Wawona School; a kindergarten through sixth 
grade, one-room elementary school in Yosem-
ite National Park. Wawona School has been 
serving the children that live in the park since 
the late 1800’s. Park rangers, firefighters and 
other National Park Service employees rely on 
this community school, and Mrs. Stauffer, to 
educate and nurture their children. During its 
existence, the school has educated the chil-
dren of many Yosemite pioneer families, in-
cluding the Washburn, Bruce and Gordon fam-
ilies. 

Mrs. Stauffer is dedicated to providing a 
solid education for the students. Field trips to 
Washington D.C., museums, live theater and 
the San Francisco Opera are part of the cur-
riculum at Wawona School. Mrs. Stauffer be-
lieves these field trips are an important part of 
exposing her students to life outside of the 
park. 

Mrs. Stauffer is an extraordinary person and 
educator. She is dedicated to the Yosemite 
community and especially to her students. She 
is committed to providing her students with the 
very best education in the most nurturing envi-
ronment possible. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to honor 
Michelle Stauffer for her dedicated service to 
the student of Wawona School. I invite my col-
leagues to join me in wishing Mrs. Stauffer 
many years of continued success. 
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PREVENTING SOCIAL SECURITY 
FRAUD ACT OF 2010 

HON. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 30, 2010 

Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of California. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to introduce the 
‘‘Preventing Social Security Fraud Act of 
2010.’’ This bill will reduce the Social Security 
Disability backlog by punishing insurance com-
panies that force policyholders to fraudulently 
apply for disability benefits. 

The initial application backlog for Social Se-
curity Disability will be more than 1 million ap-
plicants by October. The disability hearing 
backlog sits at an average of 446 days with 
718,000 people waiting for a hearing. 

Despite these staggering numbers, a hand-
ful of bad actors in the insurance industry 
force individuals who are capable of working 
to apply for disability benefits, and when de-
nied, forces them to appeal the decision again 
and again. 

These companies do this because it bene-
fits them financially. Each application in the 
disability process lower’s the company’s cash 
reserve requirement. The companies also 
know that if one of their policyholders happens 
to hit the jackpot and receive Social Security 
benefits, then the insurer can lower its monthly 
payout to the policyholder by that amount. 

Nevermind that these individual policy-
holders must certify under threat of fine or im-
prisonment when applying for benefits that 
their claim is legitimate. The policyholder is 
forced to take all the risk, while the insurer 
wins either way. 

The legislation I am introducing today re-
quires insurers to certify to the Social Security 
Administration that a claim is legitimate when 
it forces a policyholder to apply for Social Se-
curity Disability. It is important that we protect 
the right of all Americans to apply for these 
benefits and appeal legitimate claims. 

This bill in no way threatens that system. 
For those who apply for disability on their own, 
nothing changes. For those who are forced by 
their insurers, I merely ask that the insurer 
take the same oath required of their policy-
holder and stand by the claim. 

I urge my colleagues to support this impor-
tant legislation. 

SUPPORT FOR THE 
REUNIFICATION OF CYPRUS 

HON. BRAD SHERMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 30, 2010 

Mr. SHERMAN. Madam Speaker, I wish to 
speak today about an injustice that has been 
taking place in Cyprus for the last 36 years. 

In 1974, when hostilities broke out on the 
small island, Turkey began its military occupa-
tion of more than one-third of Cypriot land. 

Nearly ten years later, the Turks declared 
this land to be the ‘‘Turkish Republic of North-
ern Cyprus’’. To this day, the only country to 
recognize this declaration is Turkey, which still 
illegally occupies the northern part of Cyprus. 

Currently there are about 36,000 Turkish 
troops occupying the North of Cyprus. They 
stand as a physical manifestation of the bar-
rier Turkey is putting up against Cypriot reuni-
fication. 

Turkey has made other efforts to discourage 
reunification. According to the Council of Eu-
rope Parliamentary Assembly, Turkey has de-
liberately and continuously modified the demo-
graphics of the island, and they have enacted 
a system of ‘‘naturalization’’ that encourages 
mainland Turks to move to Cyprus. 

This occupation is made all the more tragic 
by its needlessness. Thirteen million Turkish- 
Cypriots and Greek-Cypriots have crossed into 
each others communities without incident. 
They seek to live together as neighbors in 
countries to which they have emigrated. There 
is no reason for these peoples to be divided. 

We have reason to be hopeful—Turkish and 
Greek Cypriot leaders have been engaged in 
UN-sponsored negotiations since September 
2008 to reunify the island. 

The United States has an important role to 
play in the reunification of Cyprus. We must 
ensure that we are doing all we can to make 
the island unified once more by working with 
the European Union, Turkey, and all citizens 
of Cyprus toward a peaceful and fair resolu-
tion of this decades-old conflict. 
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HONORING ERICA CHALKLEY 

HON. GREG WALDEN 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 30, 2010 

Mr. WALDEN. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute and express gratitude to Erica 
Chalkley, who dedicated herself in my Wash-
ington, D.C. office to serving the people of Or-
egon’s Second Congressional District for near-
ly three years. In that time, she distinguished 
herself as a talented young woman who dedi-
cates herself unswervingly to her career, col-
leagues, and family. 

Madam Speaker, it’s tough enough to lose 
the only other Duck in my Washington, D.C. 
office. But much more than that, Erica brought 
an enthusiasm and positive attitude every day 
that will be sorely missed. Countless Orego-
nians have walked through the doors of my 
Washington, D.C. office and been greeted first 
by Erica, who made them feel at home during 
their visit. I received many exuberant ‘‘thank 
you’’ notes over the past few years that spe-
cifically mentioned how grateful they were for 
Erica’s hospitality and charm. 
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In a sense, what they were really saying is 

that Erica made their experience in our na-
tion’s capital even better. That’s no small feat. 
In a city with so many memorable museums, 
landmarks, and attractions, it says quite a bit 
that her service left such a lasting impression 
during what for many is a very special and 
personally fulfilling trip to Washington, D.C. 

My colleagues on the Energy and Com-
merce Committee would certainly appreciate 
this example of Erica’s hard work and dedica-
tion to the team. When the health care bill was 
brought up for a markup in the committee last 
summer, my senior policy advisor on health 
care issues was out of the office on maternity 
leave. So Erica stepped in to pinch hit for, es-
sentially, her first Major League at-bat. 

Madam Speaker, that marathon markup on 
the 2,032-page bill was Erica’s very first 
hands-on experience in the committee proc-
ess. Without missing a beat, she dove head-
first into the complicated new policy implica-
tions of this massive piece of legislation. Put 
in a similar position, many others might have 
been intimidated by the pressure and greatly 
elevated stakes. She held more than her own, 
even helping me successfully attach several 
amendments important to rural Oregon to the 
committee version of the bill. 

As I’m sure you can imagine, Madam 
Speaker, it is bittersweet to lose a member of 
the team like Erica. On the one hand, it is 
never easy to replace someone who brings to 
the table an outgoing personality, strong work 
ethic, and commitment to public service. But 
on the other hand, it’s impossible not to be 
happy for her as she enters what will no doubt 
be a very exciting stage of her life. 

While Erica is leaving Capitol Hill, she is en-
tering a private professional organization 
where she will continue to remain deeply in-
volved in public policy work, something that I 
know is a priority for Erica. 

Beyond her professional growth, Erica re-
cently became engaged to Danny Fernandez, 
a fellow Oregonian and former staffer for Sen-
ator Gordon Smith. They plan to marry next 
year, and I couldn’t be any happier for the 
both of them—even if Danny hails from the 
wrong side of Oregon’s Civil War. In all seri-
ousness, they are two wonderfully talented in-
dividuals, and I wish them the very best as 
they go down the very exciting path before 
them. 

Erica also became an aunt for the first time 
just a couple of short weeks ago. It must have 
been near torture for Erica to wait a week be-
fore heading down to Georgia to see the new 
addition to her family, but her pride in her sis-
ter and baby Seth has been evident ever 
since she announced the happy news. 

Madam Speaker, I’ve already noted how 
constituents have showered praise upon Erica 
for her work. Just as importantly, I’d wager 
that if you polled my staff and the profes-
sionals who regularly come and go through 
my office, they would tell you that having the 
privilege to interact with Erica makes every 
day that much better. The world could always 
use a few more people like that. I can’t think 
of many higher compliments. 

SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2010 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JOHN J. HALL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 27, 2010 

Mr. HALL of New York. Madam Speaker, I 
rise in support of H.R. 4899, although I have 
strong reservations about the situation in Af-
ghanistan. 

I am glad that President Obama has re-
mained committed to the draw-down of U.S. 
forces from Iraq. In August, another 20,000 
American troops will return home from Iraq, 
leaving only 50,000 deployed there. We are 
on schedule to have all combat troops home 
by the end of 2011. H.R. 4899 funds this proc-
ess, providing supplies, ammunition, and fuel 
for the ships and planes bringing our troops 
home. 

I am also supportive of the disaster aid in-
cluded in this bill, which allows FEMA to help 
communities rebuild after recent disastrous 
weather events and gives aid to Haiti. Further, 
the bill contains important funding for health 
care for veterans suffering from diseases re-
lated to Agent Orange, including b-cell leu-
kemia, Parkinson’s, and ischemic heart dis-
ease. 

Regarding Afghanistan, I am still convinced 
that the presence of the Taliban and al Qaeda 
there and in Pakistan poses a serious threat 
to U.S. and Global security. Our troops are 
needed to continue the fight against enemies 
who have shown themselves committed to, 
and capable of, killing American citizens here 
and abroad. 

However, after more than 10 years of war, 
the situation in Afghanistan is still deeply con-
cerning. A spate of bad news in recent months 
has served to deepen public mistrust over the 
previous administration’s conduct of the war, 
and raises questions about how to move for-
ward. We have reliable and repeated reports 
that the Pakistani Intelligence Service, the ISI, 
is collaborating with the Taliban, and that the 
rampant corruption in the Afghani Government 
of Hamid Karzai jeopardizes our mission and 
the lives of our troops. It is time for the United 
States to engage in a thoughtful, national con-
versation about the direction of this war. 

Just last December, President Obama laid 
out his plan to refocus the conflict in Afghani-
stan and clearly articulate what we are trying 
to achieve and when we plan to bring our 
troops home to their families. Our commitment 
to Afghanistan is not open-ended, a point that 
must be reinforced to both the American and 
Afghan people. 

Although we must continually re-examine 
our involvement in Afghanistan and Pakistan, 
it is important to remember our goals in Af-
ghanistan are still worthy. Our troops are de-
nying the Taliban the profits of the drug trade, 
promoting education for girls and women, pro-
viding power and clean water to villages lack-
ing it, and working to build a functioning and 
stable government. 

Ultimately, unless we make significant 
progress fighting the insurgency it is hard to 
envision the U.S. achieving these goals in any 
lasting way. Our allies need to show similar 
progress: The Karzai government must rein in 
corruption and Pakistan must purge its intel-
ligence service of Taliban supporters. Without 

these developments, I do not believe it is 
worth additional sacrifice of American lives or 
resources. 

In summary, despite these strong reserva-
tions, I plan to support this bill. The President 
announced his new strategy for Afghanistan 
only eight months ago, and General Petraeus 
has been in command for only a month. It is 
too early to pass judgment on their leadership, 
especially given the clear failure of the pre-
vious administration to pursue those who at-
tacked us from Afghanistan while they diverted 
military and other resources to Iraq. I would 
strongly urge, however, that this be the last 
supplemental used to fund these conflicts. It is 
hard to envision how a war that has lasted 
more than 10 years can not be funded as part 
of the normal defense appropriation process. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF MR. 
ARDILL WRIGHT, JR. 

HON. ADAM SMITH 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 30, 2010 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Pearl Harbor survivor and 
influential community member, Ardill Wright, 
Jr., for his life of service to his community and 
country. 

Mr. Wright enlisted in the U.S. Navy in 
Wichita Falls, Texas on February 14, 1940. 
On the morning of December 7, 1941, while 
stationed in Hawaii, Ardill Wright’s peaceful 
morning was suddenly disrupted by the Japa-
nese surprise attack on Pearl Harbor. While 
on the deck of the USS Raleigh, Mr. Wright 
narrowly survived a Japanese attack on his 
ship. Overcoming the chaos and disaster of 
that morning, Mr. Wright valiantly and coura-
geously saved several of his fellow service 
members, most notably rescuing multiple sail-
ors trapped in the USS Utah by cutting a hole 
in the ship’s keel. Following the attack, Mr. 
Wright resumed his service aboard the Ra-
leigh until the conclusion of World War II. 

Following his discharge from the Navy in 
1946, Mr. Wright moved to Washington State 
and became a member of the American Le-
gion, Kent Post 15. Consistent with the Amer-
ican Legion’s objectives to benefit and serve 
the community through the organization of 
local programs for veterans and their families, 
Mr. Wright co-founded the highly successful 
Kent American Legion baseball program in 
1961. Additionally, Mr. Wright contributed to 
the Kent community by serving as team man-
ager well into the 1990s, and ran concessions 
at Kent Memorial Park until 2004. 

In honor of his tireless service to his com-
munity, the main diamond at Kent Memorial 
Park was renamed Art Wright Field in 2003. 
Additionally, that same year, Mr. Wright was 
presented with the Kent Kiwanis Citizen of the 
Year award. 

Ardill Wright, Jr. passed away on May 25, 
2010, in his Kent home. Mr. Wright is survived 
by his three sons: Joe, Ardill III, and Shannon, 
as well as his grandchildren and great-grand-
children. His life profoundly reflected selfless 
commitment to others, and his admirable citi-
zenship and character continue to live on in 
the Kent community today. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring Ardill Wright, Jr., for his self-
less commitment to others, his military service 
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