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baseball. The golf program has been success-
fully turned several players into members of
the PGA Tour, including Rocco Mediate, Lee
Janzen, and Jeff Klauk.

Florida Southern has overcome many a
hardship to keep its educational dream alive.
Since its inception in 1852 when it was found-
ed by the Methodist Conference at the Florida
Seminary in Micanopy, Florida Southern has
moved four more times before settling into its
present location in Lakeland, Florida.

Florida Southern won its charter after mov-
ing to Leesburg and awarding its first college
degree. At the time, the university went under
the name of the Florida Conference College
and moved from Leesburg to Sutherland to
Clearwater and finally to Lakeland due to dev-
astating freezes hurricanes, a fire and a flu
epidemic.

The campus itself is an international treas-
ure, having been designated as a National
Historic District due to having the largest col-
lection of Frank Lloyd Wright architecture in
the world. Wright's relationship with the col-
lege began when Florida Southern’s 1938
president Dr. Ludd Spivey invited the inter-
nationally-renowned architect to design “a
great education temple in Florida.” Wright de-
signed 18 structures for the campus, 12 com-
ing into fruition.

In his over 500 completed works, Wright
promoted a style he called organic architec-
ture—which aimed to harmonize the building
with the natural world around it. In first tour of
the Lakeland area, he reportedly envisioned
buildings rising “out of the ground, into the
light and into the sun.” These beautiful and
unique buildings have helped make Florida
Southern College a top destination for edu-
cation.

On behalf of Florida’s 12th Congressional
District, | wish to congratulate President Kerr
and the Board of Trustees for leading Florida
Southern to such tremendous success. Florida
Southern College is well on its way to another
stellar 125 years.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JOHN A. YARMUTH

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 30, 2010

Mr. YARMUTH. Madam Speaker, | was un-
able to cast the recorded votes for rolicall 488,
489, and 490. Had | been present, | would
have voted “no” for these measures: H.R.
5850, on agreeing to the Boehner Amend-
ment; H.R. 5850, on agreeing to the Latham
Amendment; and H.R. 5850, on agreeing to
the Culberson Amendment.

————

NATIONAL CRIMINAL JUSTICE
COMMISSION ACT OF 2010

SPEECH OF

HON. HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 27, 2010

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to express my support for H.R.
5143, the National Criminal Justice Commis-
sion Act of 2010. | want to commend Rep-
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resentative DELAHUNT for his leadership on
this legislation and dedication to our nation’s
criminal justice system.

H.R. 5143 establishes the National Criminal
Justice Commission and directs that commis-
sion to review all areas of the criminal justice
system, including costs, practices, and poli-
cies. It also directs the commission to make
findings upon their review and recommenda-
tions for changes to prevent, deter, and re-
duce crime and violence, reduce recidivism,
improve cost-effectiveness, and ensure inter-
ests of justice at every step of the criminal jus-
tice system.

As an attorney and former judge, | can say
with confidence that | believe our criminal jus-
tice system is flawed. It is an expensive sys-
tem that is in many ways ineffective. It is im-
portant that this commission be established
and put to work immediately. We can no
longer be satisfied with allowing crime to fes-
ter and spread throughout the nation, espe-
cially among our youth. Real solutions to deter
crime are possible if we only take the time to
invest in them. It's time we identify the prob-
lems in our criminal justice system and make
tangible efforts to ameliorate the system.

In our efforts to create “a more perfect
union”, we have to take a closer look at our
nation and work to make our nation better for
our children and the generations to follow.
H.R. 5143 gives us an opportunity to do that.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to sup-
port and pass H.R. 5143, the National Crimi-
nal Justice Commission Act of 2010.

HONORING THE CHILDREN’S
MUSEUM IN OAK LAWN

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 30, 2010

Mr. LIPINSKI. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the Children’s Museum in Oak Lawn,
as its staff and volunteers celebrate the first-
year anniversary of the Museum’s expansion
to a new building.

Since it was first established in 2003, the
Museum has become a well-known and much-
loved institution in my District. Drawing 10,000
visitors when it first opened its doors, the Mu-
seum attracted over 85,000 visitors from over
36 states in the first year at its new location.
The Museum gives children and their families
an important place for fun and relaxation,
while also actively immersing children in the
joyful world of learning. The Museum’s staff
has taken care to align the exhibits with the II-
linois Learning Standards required of schools.
As a result, over 150 schools have reached
out to the Museum to enrich their curricula
and take their students on field trips. At a time
when evidence increasingly demonstrates that
learning environments and enrichment activi-
ties in early childhood profoundly affect later
life outcomes, the importance of the Museum’s
work becomes increasingly clear.

From the Museum’s beginnings in a small
space of 900 square feet, it has grown into an
institution that stands as a pillar of Oak Lawn,
lllinois’ 3rd District, and beyond. | look forward
to continuing to work with the Museum’s staff,
volunteers, and supporters to strengthen the
Museum for many years to come. | ask you to
join me in congratulating the Children’s Mu-
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seum in Oak Lawn on its work and the first-
year anniversary of its new facilities, as well
as to wish it many more years of success.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE MAKING
HOME AFFORDABLE ACTS OF 2010

HON. JOHN P. SARBANES

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 30, 2010

Mr. SARBANES. Madam Speaker, | rise to
introduce the Making Home Affordable Im-
provements Act of 2010. For the last eighteen
months, the Obama Administration has tried
very hard to make mortgage modifications
available to struggling homeowners but the
program has largely failed to have the impact
we had hoped.

Average homeowners around the country
are paying the price for an inflated housing
market and a bursting real estate bubble—this
is being felt acutely throughout Central Mary-
land. For every borrower who defaults, there
are many others on the brink of default who
are looking for a way forward.

And this isn’t a problem that will go away
quickly—an estimated 10 to 15 million Ameri-
cans own homes that are worth less than they
owe on their mortgages. These are home-
owners with a strong financial incentive to de-
fault on their mortgages, irrespective of their
ability to pay.

In a market in which the values of homes
have fallen out of step with mortgage debt, |
strongly believe that the best solution for
homeowners is a structured bankruptcy proc-
ess, including a judicial mortgage modification
or “cramdown.” This is the process by which
a bankruptcy judge reduces the value of a
mortgage attached to a home, thereby reduc-
ing the monthly payment owed by the home-
owner and allowing families to stay in their
homes.

This would be only available to homeowners
who elect to file bankruptcy, a lengthy and
costly process with long-term consequences
for individuals and their families—an avenue
of last resort for struggling homeowners, not a
new means for speculators to “game the sys-
tem.” The House of Representatives passed
legislation to provide bankruptcy judges with
this authority, only to watch it die in the Sen-
ate. The political reality today is such that judi-
cial mortgage modification may never become
an available option for struggling homeowners,
leading policy makers to search for an alter-
native.

Absent judicial modification, | believe that
voluntary mortgage modification holds the
promise of a better way forward for home-
owners, but, as it stands today, it has failed to
offer real relief to the millions of homeowners
who are in desperate need of assistance. This
can be attributed to a widespread unwilling-
ness by banks to do right by their borrowers—
the same borrowers who are acting against
their financial self-interest by continuing to pay
their mortgages each month.

The effort is also hampered, in part, by a
bureaucratic and unwieldy modification proc-
ess—one that is often overwhelming and un-
manageable for the average homeowner. But
working within the voluntary mortgage modi-
fication structure created by the White House
as part of the Making Home Affordable Initia-
tive, there are thousands of experts across the
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country who are counseling homeowners on
how to navigate this process.

These expert counselors are too often the
last line of defense between a struggling
homeowner and a lender seeking to foreclose
and cast families out of their homes. Sadly,
they do not have the resources they need to
help the staggering number homeowners in
crisis—a number projected to rise significantly
in the coming months.

That is why | am introducing the Making
Home Affordable Improvements Act—legisla-
tion that will direct funding designated for the
big banks, as part of the Home Affordable
Modification Program (HAMP), to the National
Foreclosure Mitigation Counseling Program.

Federal foreclosure mitigation funding has
enabled housing and mortgage experts to
work with homeowners to avoid foreclosure,
offering counsel on budgeting and planning as
well as offering assistance in negotiating mort-
gage modifications with servicers. With this
new funding, comes more stringent demands
on banks, financial servicers and counselors.

The Making Home Affordable Improvements
Act seeks to achieve two goals. First, for
counselors working with borrowers struggling
to stay in their homes, this legislation provides
a small, lump-sum payment for each tem-
porary trial modification arranged. But the ulti-
mate goal must be either a permanent modi-
fication of the terms of their mortgage or an
orderly, foreclosure-free exit from their homes.
Unfortunately, there has been a substantial
disconnect between the number of temporary
agreements made between borrowers and
servicers and the number of homeowners that
ultimately receive permanent relief. That is
why this legislation places a priority on perma-
nent modification by providing counselors with
a greater incentive to see these borrowers
through to the end.

Because we have struggled to get access to
meaningful data on the mortgage modifica-
tions performed by financial servicers, this leg-
islation also requires regular, public disclo-
sures by participating servicers.

Madam Speaker, this is not a perfect solu-
tion and | hope we will continue to look for
ways to restore the authority for judges to
modify mortgages through the bankruptcy
process. But, in the meantime, lenders and
servicers can and must do more to help strug-
gling homeowners stay in their homes. By pro-
viding additional resources for mortgage modi-
fication counselors, we can provide expert as-
sistance to struggling homeowners who are
seeking an equitable agreement with their
lender.

——————

CONGRATULATING THE UNIVER-
SITY OF GEORGIA’S MAJOR-
ETTES ON WINNING THE 2010 NA-
TIONAL COLLEGIATE CHAMPION-
SHIP

HON. PAUL C. BROUN

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 30, 2010

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Madam Speaker, I,
along with Congressman JACK KINGSTON rise
today to congratulate the Majorettes from our
Alma Mater, the University of Georgia on win-
ning the 2010 National Collegiate Champion-
ship.
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It is often stated in Athens that “there is
nothing finer in the land, than the Georgia
Redcoat Marching Band” and the fact that our
Majorettes have brought home yet another
championship make that statement all the
more true.

At every football game, whether home or
away, these thirteen young women perform
alongside the band, contributing to the pride
and spirit of everyone who wears the Red and
Black. They can also be seen at community
events, pep rallies, and various sporting
venues.

Their commitment to excellence and suc-
cess is indicative of what the University as a
whole strives for, to provide an avenue for
young people to reach their fullest potential.
We, along with the rest of the BullDawg Na-
tion, commend these young ladies on their
achievement and wish them well in all their fu-
ture endeavors.

Go Dawgs!

—————

HONORING THE 120TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE FEDERAL DEPOSI-
TORY LIBRARY AT THE HOYT LI-
BRARY

HON. DALE E. KILDEE

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 30, 2010

Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, on August
12th the Hoyt Library in Saginaw Michigan will
celebrate their 120th anniversary as a Federal
Depository Library. One of the oldest Federal
Depository Libraries in the United States, the
Hoyt Library is the only Federal Depository Li-
brary in Saginaw County and one of three De-
pository Libraries in Michigan’s 5th Congres-
sional District. The Hoyt Library is one of five
branches in the Saginaw Public Library sys-
tem.

Saginaw native, Congressman Aaron T.
Bliss, initiated the designation and the first
publications started to arrive from the Govern-
ment Printing Office during the summer in an-
ticipation of the Library’s opening on Novem-
ber 1, 1890. Congressman Bliss’s correspond-
ence regarding the designation is available for
viewing at the Library. Harriet Ames was the
first Head Librarian and the first Government
Documents Librarian. A representative of the
Government Printing Office will attend the
open house to celebrate their 120 year part-
nership.

The Library has copies of documents from
all three branches of government: the legisla-
tive, the executive and the judicial. Copies of
the Congressional Record, federal statutes,
federal court decisions, Department publica-
tions and the documents of independent agen-
cies can be found at the Library. For the past
120 years, the Hoyt Library has provided the
public with the opportunity to view and read
historical documents. The Hoyt Library con-
tains some of the oldest documents available
at a Federal Depository Library.

Madam Speaker, Hoyt Library has continu-
ously provided service to the residents of
Saginaw since 1890. Under the leadership of
current Head Librarian, Trish Burns, and Anne
Birkam, Depository Librarian, library patrons
are able to read about the proceedings of
Congress, and Supreme Court decisions, and
obtain information, and forms for government
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programs. The Federal Depository at the Hoyt
Library is a valuable community asset and |
ask the House of Representatives to join me
in applauding their work of the past 120 years.

———————

HONORING JAMES W. CONSIDINE,
JR.

HON. THADDEUS G. McCOTTER

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 30, 2010

Mr. MCCOTTER. Madam Speaker, today |
rise to honor James W. Considine, Jr., a de-
voted husband, father, grandfather, son, broth-
er and uncle and to mourn him upon his pass-
ing at the age of 72.

Born on May 3, 1938, James Considine, Jr.
spent his life in Michigan residing in Detroit
and West Bloomfield before making his home
in Milford. James lived a devoutly faithful life
and genuinely loved serving the Lord and the
Catholic church.

On July 29, 2010, James Considine, Jr.
passed from this earthly world to his eternal
reward. James will be deeply missed by his
wife of 49 years, Frances “Claire”. He will
long be remembered as a father devoted to
his beloved daughters, Lisa and Linda and his
treasured son James lll. James leaves a leg-
acy in his 8 grandchildren and his sisters,
Carrie, Catherine, Jane and Linda. He is sur-
vived by several nieces, nephews and many
dear friends. James was a wonderful man,
kind to all he encountered. He will be truly and
sorrowfully missed.

Madam Speaker, during his lifetime, James
Considine, Jr. enriched the lives of everyone
around him. There is no doubt that James was
a beacon of joy, hope and inspiration to those
who knew him. As we bid farewell to this ex-
ceptional man, | ask my colleagues to join me
in mourning his passing and honoring his life.

———

RECOGNIZING EXECUTIVE DIREC-
TOR NEEL PARIKH AS THE RE-
CIPIENT OF THE AMERICAN LI-
BRARY ASSOCIATION’S 2010 SUL-
LIVAN AWARD

HON. ADAM SMITH

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 30, 2010

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to recognize the contributions of
Pierce County Library System Executive Di-
rector Neel Parikh, who the American Library
Association has named the recipient of the
2010 Sullivan Award. | ask that my colleagues
join me in honoring Ms. Parikh.

The American Library Association’s Sullivan
Award for Public Library Administrators Sup-
porting Services to Children is presented an-
nually to an individual who demonstrates an
extraordinary capacity to support and enrich
children through public library services. The
Award highlights individuals who demonstrate
exceptional understanding and support of pub-
lic library service for children and produce the
best projects and partnerships that help public
libraries provide for young learners.

It is a privilege to commend Neel Parikh,
Executive Director of the Pierce County Li-
brary System, as the recipient of the 2010 Sul-
livan Award. Ms. Parikh originally studied to
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