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HONORING THE SERVICE AND
DEDICATION OF TED CANTER

HON. BART GORDON

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 30, 2010

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to honor the service and
dedication of Ted Canter, a member of my
staff who is leaving my office to pursue a law
degree at Emory University.

Ted grew up in Maryland and graduated
cum laude from Vanderbilt University with a
degree in English. After getting his start on the
Hill with the office of Senator Tim Johnson,
Ted joined my office as a Legislative Cor-
respondent last fall and was soon promoted to
Legislative Assistant. Ted was a welcome ad-
dition to the office from the start. He handled
his legislative work skillfully and was good-na-
tured to professional contacts, constituents
and coworkers alike. His unflappably good
manners on the phone were renowned among
our staff.

As a Legislative Assistant for education,
housing, agriculture and other vital domestic
issues, Ted has been a valuable resource to
me and to constituents with concerns in these
areas. He transitioned easily to the position,
quickly grasped the intricacies of the issues,
and speaks to the legislative process with the
confidence of a veteran staffer. Ted’s dedica-
tion and enthusiasm for the job helped me to
advance my legislative priorities and better
serve my constituents.

Madam Speaker, | am certain the qualities
that made Ted a fine staffer will make him an
equally fine fellow lawyer, and | wish him all
the best in the future.

STAFF SERGEANT TONY WINTERS
HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 30, 2010

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, it is
with great pride and a heavy heart that | honor
a fallen Son of Texas today. Staff Sergeant
Leston Michael Winters—known to his friends
and family as Tony—gave his life in Afghani-
stan in defense of freedom.

Tony was killed July 15th when an IED ex-
ploded near his dismounted patrol. Tony was
in the Zhari District of the Kandahar Province.
The IED is the weapon of cowards who hide
in the shadows. These cowards are too afraid
to stand and fight.

Staff Sergeant Tony Winters was all Amer-
ican. He graduated from Hardin-Jefferson High
School in 1998. He joined the Army and
served as a combat medic.

Medic! Medic! Those are the words that ring
out when warriors are injured in battle. And it
is the rare breed of medical man who runs to
their aid in the heat of the battle. Through the
dust and sand and heat of the desert sun, the
medic in Afghanistan saves lives.

A combat medic is the bravest kind of war-
rio—running into the battle to aid the fallen
soldier.

Tony was safe and snug serving at a state-
side hospital in Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri.
But last Christmas he decided to transfer to a
base that would go into combat.
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He wanted to serve on the front lines.

Tony knew full well what that decision
meant. You see, he had already served three
tours overseas, one in Kosovo and two in Irag.

Tony knew where his skills would be best
used fighting the terrorists who attacked Amer-
ica on September 11th. Tony knew the impor-
tance of his job to the war effort. He was a
saver of lives in the combat arena. An Army
combat medic.

General Douglas MacArthur was speaking
of real men like Tony when he spoke those
immortal words: Duty, honor, country. Those
three hallowed words reverently dictate what
you ought to be, what you can be, what you
will be.

Tony understood duty and personal sac-
rifice. He went to Afghanistan to save help
save the lives of his warrior brothers and sis-
ters.

Tony is survived by his wife, Elizabeth,
sons, Remington and Jonathon, daughter
Emma, his parents Kenneth and Cheryl
Spivey of Sour Lake, Texas, his sister Alisha
Martin of Port Arthur, and brother Cory Hunt
also of Sour Lake.

Staff Sergeant Tony Winters will be laid to
rest in Arlington National Cemetery in August.

As the early American poet Joseph Drake
said, “And they who for their country die shall
fill an honored grave, for glory lights the sol-
dier's tomb, and beauty weeps the brave.”

It is my honor to offer a grateful nation’s
thanks and prayers. We are grateful that a
man like Staff Sergeant Tony Winters lived
and loved America.

It was once said that what we do for our-
selves dies with us—but what we do for the
others and the world remains and is immortal.
Tony’s life was dedicated to saving the lives of
others.

All give some in Afghanistan, but Staff Ser-
geant Tony Winters gave all. He is an Amer-
ican hero.

| offer my heartfelt condolences to Tony’s
wife and children and to his friends and family.

Today we honor this great American war-
rior's life and are humbled by his greatest of
sacrifices.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

HONORING GREENE COUNTY
SHERIFF’S DEPUTY JON WILLIS

HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 30, 2010

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to call my colleagues’ attention to the
tragic slaying of a 30-year-old Sheriff's Deputy
in my home state of North Carolina.

Greene County Deputy Jon Willis died in the
direct line of duty on July 28, 2010 while re-
sponding to a domestic disturbance call. Dur-
ing the call, Deputy Willis was shot and killed
before the shooter ended his own life.

| have expressed my condolences to
Greene County Sheriff Lemmie Smith, and |
know that the department and the entire com-
munity are shocked and deeply saddened by
this tragic event. Flags at the Greene County
Courthouse were flown half-staff yesterday as
the community paid tribute to Deputy Willis.

The father of two children, Deputy Willis
joined the Greene County Sheriffs Office in
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December 2001, but left for a job at the
Winterville Police Department. He returned to
the Greene County Sheriff's Office in April
2009.

Deputy Willis’ death marks the second time
the Greene County Sheriff's Office has lost a
deputy in the line of duty. Deputy Ernest Mar-
tin Hull died in a vehicle crash on Jan. 2,
2000.

Deputy Willis is also the second area officer
to lose his life in the line of duty in the past
15 months. Lenoir County Deputy Allen Pear-
son was shot and killed in April 2009 near
Grifton, N.C.

On average, a law enforcement officer is
killed in America every other day. Since 1792,
when recordkeeping started, more than 20,000
officers have lost their lives in service to their
communities. And sadly, 101 officers have al-
ready been killed in the line of duty across the
country this year.

This event reminds us of the mortal dangers
that our officers face each day in the line of
duty.

I\Xadam Speaker, it is with both sadness and
pride that | share with you the death of Deputy
Jon Willis. | ask my colleagues to join me in
wishing his loved ones the strength they re-
quire to overcome their loss. God bless Dep-
uty Jon Willis. His bravery, courage, and
goodness will never be forgotten by his com-
munity or his state.

IDA PROTECTION ACT OF 2010
HON. LINDA T. SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 30, 2010

Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of California.
Madam Speaker, today | am introducing the
“IDA Protection Act of 2010.” This bill will help
the Individual Development Account program
weather a tough economic climate, so it can
continue to help lower income Americans to
go to college, buy a home, or start a small
business.

IDA accounts are designed to help low in-
come individuals pull themselves out of pov-
erty and learn how to manage their family’s fi-
nances. Through a partnership between local
government, non-profits, and businesses, each
dollar someone saves in an IDA account is
matched at a one or even two to one ratio.

To participate in this program, an individual
must agree to take classes on financial lit-
eracy and agree to use the proceeds to buy
a home, start a small business, or pay college
tuition. Since the program’s inception in 1999,
more than 86,000 people have opened IDAs,
many of them opening bank accounts for the
first time. These individuals have sacrificed to
save and thus, increased the standard of living
for their family.

Unfortunately, the recent recession has
threatened the future of this important pro-
gram. Congress annually appropriates $24
million for IDA Accounts, and local non-profits
must find private sector matches in order to
receive a portion of these federal funds. Since
Wall Street's meltdown shook our economy,
the usual corporate partners have not main-
tained their traditional level of IDA donations,
and as a result much of this $24 million for
this year remains unspent.

This bill would create a bridge for the IDA
program to better times. It more than doubles
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the program’s funding in 2011 and 2012 and
waives the private match requirement during
those two years. Private participation in the
IDA program is important, and this bill is
meant in no way to incentivize private busi-
ness to take its money elsewhere.

The sad reality though, is that private do-
nors just aren’t coming through right now. A
number of states have eliminated or cut their
IDA programs in response to this financial cri-
sis. In California, the United Way of Los Ange-
les was recently forced to shutter its success-
ful IDA program, and if Congress does not act
now, more closures are sure to follow.

Giving these low-income families a chance
to pull themselves out of poverty will benefit
us all. Their businesses will employ our neigh-
bors; their children will be our doctors and
lawyers. | urge my colleagues to support this
important legislation.

JAMES ZADROGA 9/11 HEALTH AND
COMPENSATION ACT OF 2010

SPEECH OF

HON. CAROLYN McCARTHY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 29, 2010

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, | wholeheartedly support the James
Zadroga 9/11 Health and Compensation Act
and believe the House of Representatives
should act urgently to pass this must needed
piece of legislation.

The United States is engaged around the
world in a conflict against violent extremists.
The first casualties of that conflict were the
police and firefighters who responded that
day, the civilians that volunteered in the res-
cue and recovery efforts, the construction
workers who began clearing the site, and the
ordinary citizens who lived and worked in that
area. It is important that we act to take care
of those individuals who were harmed as a re-
sult of this attack on our nation. They suffered
that day as Americans, and it is right that we,
as Americans, ensure they receive the care
they need and deserve.

These Americans, not only New Yorkers,
but citizens of every state, continue to suffer
from serious medical conditions as a result of
the attacks and the dangerous air quality in
the time that followed. It is imperative that this
Congress act to protect those citizens who are
suffering as a result of the terrorist attacks on
our country.

| urge all of my colleagues to support this
effort.

——————

HONORING HAZEL ROCHELLE
BAYLOR

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 30, 2010

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to honor a young
lady on her initiative and academic accom-
plishments. Hazel Rochelle Baylor is to be
commended on her efforts to fulfill her dreams
of pursuing a career in the field of space and
aviation.
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A graduate of A. Maceo Smith High School,
Hazel will soon begin classes at Embry Riddle
Aeronautical University majoring in aerospace
engineering and minoring in aviation and busi-
ness. Facing many challenges early in life,
Hazel has not let her past define her future.

Her early interest in aviation was aug-
mented by a meeting with Donald Elder, an
original Tuskegee Airman. Mr. Elder inspired
Hazel to follow her dreams in this field.

Hazel's desire and personality have driven
her success. During an aviation presentation
with the NJROTC program, Hazel met Mr.
Monte Ford of American Airlines. He was so
impressed with her enthusiasm that it led to
an internship with American Airlines.

Hazel has many role models in aviation, but
cites her strongest inspiration has come from
Donald Elder, and astronaut, Dr. Mae
Jamison. Hazel wants to follow into the foot-
steps of her idol Dr. Jamison and not just be
a pilot but to become an astronaut as well.

I commend Hazel on all of her work and
wish her the best on what | know will be a
successful future.

———

HONORING KIM EBERT-COLELLA
FOR RECEIVING THE 2010 GREAT-
ER TACOMA PEACE PRIZE

HON. ADAM SMITH

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 30, 2010

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to honor Kim Ebert-Colella for pro-
moting peace and understanding in her local
and global communities.

On the evening of May 22, Ms. Ebert-
Colella received the 2010 Greater Tacoma
Peace Prize at Pacific Lutheran University for
her life long commitment toward peace and
the wellbeing of others.

The Tacoma News Tribune has called Ms.
Ebert-Colella a “walking, working proof of
what kindness can mean.” Following the
Catholic teachings of social justice, Ms. Ebert-
Colella joined the Jesuit Volunteer Corps after
graduating from the College of St. Benedict.
Over the next few years, she served in the
L’Arche communities working with develop-
mentally disabled people. When she turned
30, Ms. Ebert-Colella decided to volunteer at
the L’Arche home in Calcutta where she
worked directly under Mother Teresa. After her
return to the United States, she worked as a
youth minister at St. Nicholas Catholic Church
in Gig Harbor, married Niko Colella, and had
their son, Sam Colella, who attends Bryant
Montessori School.

Ms. Ebert-Colella followed her son to Bryant
Montessori where she is a volunteer adviser
for the school’'s Peace Committee, which en-
courages philanthropy and awareness of indi-
gent areas of the world, and provides students
a chance to work toward peace in their daily
lives while they revitalize their local commu-
nities.

Under Ms. Ebert-Colella’s leadership, stu-
dents from Bryant Montessori School choose
an annual theme to implement projects dedi-
cated to peace. For example, during the
2009-2010 school year, students decided to
focus on water. Under Ebert-Colella’s over-
sight, students raised money to buy four rain
barrels to collect water to use on the school’s
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garden. They also have a goal of raising
$6,000 to give a clean water system to Las
Maratos, a small town in Bolivia.

Ms. Ebert-Colella motivates students to
complete philanthropic projects and fund-
raisers, which have since become known as
peace projects. Through these peace projects,
Ms. Ebert-Colella emphasizes the importance
of working toward peace while living peace-
fully in one’s everyday life. The Peace Com-
mittee also instituted a kindness campaign at
the Bryant Montessori School in which the stu-
dents report and recognize other students for
doing kind and selfless acts.

Ms. Ebert-Colella has led several other phil-
anthropic projects such as designating the
school as an international peace site and or-
ganizing a Disco for Peace dance, which
raised over $9,000 to build a school in Paki-
stan.

The Greater Tacoma Peace Prize was cre-
ated as a gift the from the Norwegian-Amer-
ican community to the people of the region in
2005 on the 100th year anniversary of Nor-
way’s peaceful separation from Sweden. The
prize is award to an individual, group, or orga-
nization each year to recognize, honor, and
encourage peace building, education, and
awareness in the Tacoma community and be-
yond. Ms. Ebert-Colella has made an impres-
sion on several people in the region by work-
ing for good and touching the lives of numer-
ous families and individuals.

Madam Speaker, | ask that my colleagues
in the House of Representatives please join
me in congratulating Kim Ebert-Colella and
her outstanding work to promote peaceful un-
derstandings throughout the Tacoma commu-
nity and throughout the world.

HONORING PAT PLUMMER

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 30, 2010

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate Pat Plummer upon his
retirement as the Varsity Head Football Coach
of Hoover High School in Fresno, California
and his induction into the Hoover Hall of
Fame. Coach Plummer will be inducted into
the Hoover Hall Fame on Saturday, July 31,
2010.

Coach Pat Plummer was born in Glendale,
California. At a young age, his family moved
to northern California, where he graduated
from Del Oro High School. Upon graduating
from high school, Coach Plummer attended
Sierra Junior College in Rocklin, California. In
1970, he transferred to California State Uni-
versity, Fresno, on a football scholarship. In
1972, Coach Plummer was named to the All-
Pacific Coast Athletic Association team as an
offensive guard. Coach Plummer graduated
from CSU Fresno with a Bachelor of Arts De-
gree in Physical Education and a minor in Ge-
ography; in 1974, he earned a teaching cre-
dential.

Upon obtaining his credential, Coach Plum-
mer began teaching and coaching football at
Tulare Western Union High School in Tulare,
California. He was the defensive coordinator
for two years before being named the head
varsity coach. Coach Plummer remained at
Tulare Western for eight years. In 1985, he
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