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CELEBRATING 100 YEARS OF 

SCOUTING 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 29, 2010 

Mr. MARCHANT. Madam Speaker, it gives 
me great pleasure to rise today to recognize 
the centennial anniversary of the Boy Scouts 
of America. Over the last one hundred years, 
the Boy Scouts of America has remained de-
voted to its mission of dedicated service 
through developing social and moral skills in 
young men throughout the United States. This 
organization has produced some of our Na-
tion’s best and brightest leaders as a result of 
a simple creed that was embedded in them as 
young adults. 

In 1909, William Boyce was a lost American 
in the fog on the streets of London. He en-
countered a young boy, now known as the 
‘‘Unknown Scout,’’ who voluntarily assisted 
him on his way. When Boyce offered com-
pensation for the boy’s good deed, the boy 
declined and stated that he was doing his 
‘‘Good Turn’’ as a Scout. On February 8, 
1910, Boyce brought the idea of Scouting to 
the United States and formed the Boy Scouts 
of America. Since its founding, the organiza-
tion has been committed to preparing young 
people to make ethical and moral choices over 
their lifetimes by instilling in them the values of 
the Scout Oath and Law. 

Through one hundred years of service, Boy 
Scouts of America remains dedicated to build-
ing the character of servant leaders within our 
communities. Boy Scouts of America has 
worked with over one hundred and ten million 
young adults, two million of which have gone 
on to become Eagle Scouts. I also applaud 
the work of the Scouting leaders who are de-
voted to the mission of mentoring young 
adults through countless hours of service 
projects, Pinewood Derby races, and other ac-
tivities in order to build America’s leaders of 
tomorrow. 

On behalf of the 24th District of Texas, I 
would like to say ‘‘thank you’’ and ‘‘congratula-
tions’’ to the Boy Scouts of America for the 
tremendous work it has accomplished over the 
course of one hundred years. By impacting 
and developing the lives of youth, the Boy 
Scouts of America has contributed to the de-
velopment of a responsible and productive 
America. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE PARTICI-
PANTS OF THE HOUSE FELLOWS 
PROGRAM 

HON. JOHN B. LARSON 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 29, 2010 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to congratulate the par-
ticipants of the House Fellows Program. The 
House Fellows Program, run by the Office of 
the House Historian, is a unique opportunity 
for a select group of secondary education 
American history and government teachers to 
experience firsthand the inner-workings of 
Congress. These educators have dem-
onstrated excellence in the classroom, are 

dedicated to educating our nation’s youth and 
are truly deserving of our recognition. 

One of the goals of the House Fellows Pro-
gram is to develop curriculum on the history 
and practice of the House for use in schools. 
During the program, fellows prepare a brief 
lesson plan on a Congressional topic of their 
choosing, which is then shared with the other 
fellows. These plans will become part of a 
larger teaching resource database on the 
House. During the school year following their 
participation in the House Fellows Program, 
each Fellow is responsible for presenting his 
or her experience and lesson plans to at least 
one in-service institute for teachers of history 
and government. 

The House Fellows Program began in 2006, 
and since then 75 teachers from across the 
country have participated in this innovative 
program. 

An additional 45 teachers will be taking part 
in this summer’s program. With plans to select 
a teacher from every Congressional district 
over the next several years, the House Fel-
lows Program will impact thousands of high 
school teachers and their students and will en-
ergize thousands of students to become in-
formed and active citizens. 

As a former U.S. history teacher, I believe 
strongly in the importance of civic education. 
We must continue our efforts to get our youth 
involved in the political process in districts 
across the country. Educating teachers about 
the ‘‘People’s House’’ is one of the best ways 
to do that. I congratulate the following edu-
cators who are participating in the third ses-
sion of this summer’s 2010 House Fellows 
Program: Ms. Cindy Tatum (TANNER, TN–08), 
Ms. Betsi Foster (TANNER, TN–08), Mr. John 
Tenney (DELAURO, CT–03), Ms. Carol Gale 
(LARSON, CT–01), Mr. Robert Nave (MURPHY, 
CT–05), Mr. Stephen Miller (VAN HOLLEN, MD– 
08), Ms. Cristy Lenski (LINDER, GA–07), Ms. 
Judy Walton (EHLERS, MI–03), Mr. William 
Reinhart (MCKEON, CA–25), Mr. Herrick Smith 
(MICA, FL–07), Ms. Shannon Gerlach (ROYCE, 
CA–40), Ms. Darla Faden (SMITH, NE–03), Ms. 
Gayla Reimer (MILLER, FL–01), Mr. Kris Vass 
(GOODLATTE, VA–06) and Mr. Tom Beard 
(GRAYSON, FL–08). 

Madam Speaker, I urge all of my colleagues 
to join me in thanking the Office of the Histo-
rian for sponsoring this program. Thanks to 
Dr. Robert Remini and Dr. Fred Beuttler for 
their outstanding leadership, and Dr. Thomas 
Rushford, Mr. Anthony Wallis and Mr. Ben-
jamin Hayes for providing the crucial staff sup-
port. 

Thank you also to the Office of the Historian 
interns: Ms. Jacqueline Burns, Mr. Michael 
Karlik, Ms. Madeleine Rosenberg and Ms. 
Debbie Kobrin. 
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INTRODUCTION OF LEGISLATION 
TO ENCOURAGE THE DEVELOP-
MENT AND USE OF ENVIRON-
MENTALLY-SAFE COMPOSITE 
UTILITY POLES 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 29, 2010 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speaker, 
today I am introducing legislation to encourage 
the domestic development, adoption and de-

ployment of recyclable and environmentally- 
safe composite utility poles for use in the dis-
tribution and transmission of electricity. As 
Congress works to invest in our nation’s elec-
tricity infrastructure to deliver critical new 
sources of energy to our cities and towns, it is 
time we also modernize the electricity delivery 
infrastructure so that it is more reliable, envi-
ronmentally-safe, and cost-efficient than the 
current, century-old model. Our 21st Century 
electricity infrastructure must meet the chang-
ing demands of a diverse society, survive un-
foreseen natural disasters, and help deliver 
technology to improve our lives. Composite 
utility poles meet these demands. 

Composite products are made from a vari-
ety of components such as glass, resins and 
fiber reinforcements that, when combined, 
produce stronger and lighter materials. Com-
posites are integrated into products sur-
rounding us every day, including swimming 
pools, cars, airplanes, wind turbines, and 
power plant cooling towers. Composite manu-
facturing in the United States is a fast grow-
ing, $70-billion industry that employs approxi-
mately 550,000 Americans. My legislation will 
help spread this innovative technology to our 
nationwide network of approximately 130 mil-
lion aging wooden utility poles. In the process, 
we also will create high quality, long-term 
manufacturing jobs here at home. 

Composite utility poles last longer and are 
considerably lighter than wood, concrete and 
steel. They do not require treatment with 
harmful chemicals to prevent decay; as a re-
sult, they can be used in environmentally-sen-
sitive areas, such as deserts, marshlands, na-
tional parks, forests and monument areas. 
Composite poles withstand severe weather 
conditions, including extreme temperature 
changes and fierce winds. They also are im-
pervious to corrosion and require little mainte-
nance, key issues for places like Chicago that 
must use salt often during winter to address 
icy road conditions and lose many steel and 
wooden poles due to the associated corrosive-
ness of the salt. In urban areas, composite 
poles can internally house WiFi and other 
wireless infrastructure and help clean up 
streetscapes by replacing unstable and un-
sightly chemically-treated poles with fewer 
composite poles. Composite pole life expect-
ancy ranges from two to three times as long 
as traditional wood poles. 

My bill takes two steps to promote the de-
velopment and use of these utility poles. First, 
it amends the advanced manufacturing credit 
to allow the Treasury Department and the En-
ergy Department to consider allocating a credit 
to the advancement of composite technology 
for our nation’s energy infrastructure. Second, 
it provides a 30% tax credit to purchasers of 
composite poles that contain 15% recyclable 
or bio-content material, are recyclable at the 
end of their life, and are used for electricity 
distribution and transmission. This credit is in-
tended as a catalyst to expedite the adoption 
and deployment of composite utility poles, 
helping taxpayers invest in this new infrastruc-
ture. As such, this credit would expire after 
five years. 

In closing, I urge my colleagues to join me 
in co-sponsoring this legislation to ensure that 
green energy is transported by green infra-
structure. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 50TH ANNIVER-

SARY OF THE CREATION OF THE 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
STATE BOATING LAW ADMINIS-
TRATORS 

HON. BEN CHANDLER 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 29, 2010 

Mr. CHANDLER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the 50th anniversary of the 
National Association of State Boating Law Ad-
ministrators, NASBLA, a Lexington, Kentucky 
based nonprofit organization. 

Recreational boating is one of our Nation’s 
most popular pastimes, with an estimated 78 
million recreational boaters in the United 
States and nearly 13 million recreational ves-
sels registered. In my State of Kentucky alone, 
there are nearly 200,000 registered boats and 
hundreds of thousands of Kentuckians who 
enjoy this great recreational activity. 

In 1958, Congress passed the Federal Boat-
ing Act, which authorized the states to take 
over specific boating safety functions. This, in 
turn, led to the creation of the National Asso-
ciation of State Boating Law Administrators, 
NASBLA, in 1960. NASBLA is a national, non-
profit association of state officials responsible 
for the development and implementation of 
state boating programs. 

NASBLA’s mission is to strengthen the abil-
ity of state and territorial boating authorities to 
reduce death, injury and property damage as-
sociated with recreational boating and ensure 
a safe, secure, and enjoyable boating environ-
ment. NASBLA addresses its mission by fos-
tering partnerships among and between the 
states, the Coast Guard and others, crafting 
model boating laws, maintaining national edu-
cation and training standards, providing mem-
bers with critical knowledge and skills, assist-
ing in the homeland security challenges on our 
waterways, and advocating for the needs of 
the state boating programs before Congress 
and federal agencies. 

The number of recreational boating fatalities 
has declined by more than half since 1970, 
thanks in part to the increased use of life jack-
ets, cooperative boating safety education, en-
forcement efforts between the Coast Guard 
and state governments, and safer vessels and 
equipment manufactured in accordance with 
Coast Guard standards. Continued emphasis 
on accident prevention can reduce rec-
reational boating fatalities still further, and in 
particular, deaths by drowning which remain 
the leading cause of recreational boating fa-
talities. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in con-
gratulating and recognizing the accomplish-
ments of this Kentucky nonprofit, which in its 
50 years, has significantly contributed to the 
safety of this popular pastime for all Ameri-
cans. 

COLONEL JEFFREY A. ‘‘TANK’’ 
KOCH RETIRES AFTER 22 YEARS 
SERVICE WITH THE UNITED 
STATES AIR FORCE 

HON. HOWARD P. ‘‘BUCK’’ McKEON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 29, 2010 

Mr. MCKEON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize and pay tribute to COL Jeff 
‘‘Tank’’ Koch on the occasion of his retirement 
from the United States Air Force. 

I have had the pleasure of working with 
Colonel Koch on a number of occasions dur-
ing his tenure here in the House, and have 
greatly appreciated his professionalism, knowl-
edge, and dedication, which I know has bene-
fited me personally, as well as numerous other 
members, and countless staff. 

So it goes without saying that Colonel 
Koch’s professional achievements are numer-
ous, but I know would be the first to state that 
none of them would have been possible with-
out the love and support of his wife and fam-
ily. Throughout Colonel Koch’s service to our 
country, his wife, Tracey, has been his main-
stay and a selfless partner. Her balance and 
calm has seen their family through multiple 
moves to military bases within the U.S. and 
overseas. Together with their children, Caleb 
and Abby, the Koch family has endured the 
challenges and sacrifice of family separation 
and relocations. Each member of the Koch 
family has made a significant contribution to 
the U.S. Air Force and our great Nation. 

Colonel Koch has led an enviable career. 
After receiving his commission through the 
Reserve Officers Training Corps at Troy State 
University in 1987, Colonel Koch proceeded to 
numerous distinguished assignments. With his 
new pilot wings and assignment to the A–10 
Thunderbolt fighter jet, Colonel Koch served in 
the 92nd Tactical Fighter Squadron at RAF 
Bentwaters, UK flying 37 operational combat 
missions over Northern Iraq in direct support 
of Operation PROVIDE COMFORT. With help 
from the 92nd’s armed reconnaissance and 
close air support missions, thousands of starv-
ing Kurdish refugees received life-sustaining 
food and supplies. 

After this, Colonel Koch served as an in-
structor pilot at the U.S. Air Force Academy, 
returned to the A–10 to fly missions in Korea, 
and instructed at the same Euro-NATO Joint 
Jet Pilot Training program he completed ear-
lier in his career. Colonel Koch also served as 
flight commander in the 358th Fighter Squad-
ron, executive officer for two commanders of 
the 12th Air Force, and Chief of Offensive Op-
erations at the AFSOUTH Combined Air and 
Space Operations Center. He also served as 
a Presidential Advance Team Agent—and a 
Capitol Hill Fellow for Congressman Jim Gib-
bons of Nevada. This successful arc continued 
with a stint in the Air Force’s Programs direc-
torate as the Chief of the Joint Strike Fighter 
Programming office and command of the 
557th Flying Training Squadron. These suc-
cessful milestones were recognized with as-
signment to one of DoD’s most challenging 
senior developmental education opportunities, 
the Industrial College of the Armed Forces. 
Following ICAF, Colonel Koch received a fol-
low-on assignment back to the Pentagon as a 
Senior Readiness Analyst for the Deputy 
Under Secretary of Defense for Readiness. 

Perhaps the most challenging assignment 
was his final one as Chief of the Air Force 
House Legislative Liaison Office. This sea-
soned aviator and Command Pilot with more 
than 3,000 flight hours in five different aircraft 
has been a trusted and articulate voice for the 
Air Force on Capitol Hill. 

Colonel Koch has excelled throughout his 
distinguished career and I am honored to pay 
tribute to this Airman. Madam Speaker, on be-
half of Congress and the United States of 
America, I thank COL Jeff Koch, his wife Tra-
cey and their children, Caleb and Abbey, for 
their service to our country. I wish them God-
speed, and continued happiness as they start 
a new chapter in their lives. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO THE INDEPENDENT 
LIVING SERVICES FOR THE KEN-
TUCKY OFFICE FOR THE BLIND 

HON. BRETT GUTHRIE 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 29, 2010 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the Independent Living Services for 
the Kentucky Office for the Blind. 

Independent Living Services is a rehabilita-
tion program administered by the Kentucky Of-
fice for the Blind and provides a broad range 
of services. They value self-determination and 
encourage individuals to learn skills that will 
allow them to achieve their desired level of 
independence. 

In September of this year, the Independent 
Living Services will celebrate 30 years of dedi-
cation to helping individuals throughout the 
commonwealth with vision impairments 
achieve their maximum level of independence. 

Through the effective leadership of the Of-
fice for the Blind and the dedication of Inde-
pendent Living Counselors, thousands of Ken-
tuckians have realized their goal of greater 
independence in their homes, communities 
and workplaces. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring the 30th anniversary of the 
Independent Living Services and thank the in-
dividuals who have committed so much of 
themselves to help ensure all Kentuckians are 
given the resources they need to succeed. 

f 

NAZARETH DER TAVITIAN: A 
GENOCIDE SURVIVOR STORY 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 29, 2010 

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to memorialize and record a courageous story 
of survival of the Armenian Genocide. The Ar-
menian Genocide, perpetrated by the Ottoman 
Empire from 1915 to 1923, resulted in the 
death of 1.5 million Armenian men, women, 
and children. As the U.S. Ambassador to the 
Ottoman Empire Henry Morgenthau docu-
mented at the time, it was a campaign of 
‘‘race extermination.’’ 

The campaign to annihilate the Armenian 
people failed, as illustrated by the proud Ar-
menian nation and prosperous diaspora. It is 
difficult if not impossible to find an Armenian 
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