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PROTECTING GUN OWNERS IN
BANKRUPTCY ACT OF 2010

SPEECH OF

HON. GWEN MOORE

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 27, 2010

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to offer clarification for my vote in
favor of H.R. 5827, the Protecting Gun Own-
ers in Bankruptcy Act of 2010.

| have tremendous respect for our nation’s
Constitution. In 12 other states around the
country, including my own state of Wisconsin,
there are already State protections for gun
ownership during bankruptcy proceedings.
When the Federal Government, and other
States, already give basic protections for per-
sonal property like jewelry and musical instru-
ments, | believe that it is fundamentally unfair
to deny a second amendment protected item
from being included in this list.

| do, however, want to be clear that | remain
steadfast in my support for the ability of the
Federal Government, States, and cities to reg-
ulate firearms. There have been too many
times that we have seen preventable deaths
from guns that end up in the wrong person’s
hands. Representing the City of Milwaukee, |
know first hand how important it is to keep
guns out of the hands of criminals and others
that cause harm and undermine safety in our
communities. Within the last few years, six po-
lice officers were shot in my district using guns
that were traced back to a single store. How
did this one store seemingly sell so many
guns to straw buyers—people purchasing the
guns not for themselves, but on behalf of
other people who are prohibited from buying,
like convicted domestic abusers, felons, and
people with outstanding warrants? Had Fed-
eral gun laws been adequate to properly regu-
late stores like this, and others around the
country, | sincerely believe that much of the
gun violence could be prevented.

My record for reducing gun violence in our
communities is clear. This year | have sent a
letter to the director of the Bureau of Alcohol
Tobacco and Firearms asking what resources
they might need to more efficiently enforce
Federal firearm legislation. | have also sent a
letter requesting that the Attorney General re-
vitalize and expand upon an existing “demand
letter” program that can give the BATFE es-
sential information on potential problem Fed-
eral Firearm Licensees. Current firearm regu-
lation at the Federal level is simply inefficient
and | will continue to work hard with my col-
leagues to make our streets a safer place.

———

HONORING BRIAN MORTON AS THE
RECIPIENT OF THIS YEAR’S AN-
GELS IN ADOPTION AWARD FOR
OREGON’'S SECOND CONGRES-
SIONAL DISTRICT

HON. GREG WALDEN

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, July 29, 2010

Mr. WALDEN. Madam Speaker and col-
leagues, you may be familiar with the Angels
in Adoption program that provides Members of
Congress an opportunity to recognize individ-
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uals, couples or organizations that have made
and extraordinary contribution on behalf of
children in need of adoption and foster care.
This year | am proud to select Brian Morton as
the recipient of this year's Angels in Adoption
Award for Oregon’s Second Congressional
District.

Madam Speaker, the people of southern Or-
egon hold a deep appreciation for Brian Mor-
ton. As a well-known and respected news an-
chor at Medford’s ABC television affiliate,
KDRYV, Brian has developed a special program
dedicated to raising awareness about the
community need to find adoptive and foster
families.

During the monthly feature, “Wednesday’s
Child,” Brian and KDRV produce personalized
segments on children who are eligible for
adoption. Normally, potential adoptive families
have little more than one photo and a minimal
amount of text description on children avail-
able for adoption. But in “Wednesday’s Child,”
the children are featured in poignant everyday
activities where their stories are shared in a
sensitive and heartfelt manner.

Madam Speaker, the response to “Wednes-
day’s Child” has been so overwhelmingly posi-
tive that potential families from all over the
United States have sought to adopt the fea-
tured children. In some cases, relatives, who
were previously unknown, were able to get in
contact with the children.

Because of Brian’s dedication, adoptive chil-
dren throughout southern Oregon now have a
better possibility of finding loving families and
a brighter future. Yet Brian’s dedication to the
cause of adoptive children does not wane
when the cameras are turned off. With his
wife, Laurie, they have remained involved in
the community at large. Brian has served on
the board of directors at CASA, the Court Ap-
pointed Special Advocates of Jackson County.

The work of Brian, Laurie, and Angels in
Adoption helps raise public awareness about
the need for adoptive and foster families.
Every child deserves an opportunity to have a
loving and supportive family, and Brian and
Laurie are making sure that occurs one family
at a time. For that, Madam Speaker, they de-
serve our deep appreciation.

It is an honor to have the privilege to recog-
nize Brian Morton before the United States
House of Representatives. | salute Brian for
his selfless deeds and great acts of charity,
and believe that all Americans can learn from
his benevolence and commitment to adoption.

———

TRIBUTE TO THE BOY SCOUTS
FROM TEXAS’ 1ST DISTRICT AT-
TENDING THE JAMBOREE

HON. LOUIE GOHMERT

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 29, 2010

Mr. GOHMERT. Madam Speaker, this is in
tribute to and in honor of the Boy Scouts of
America Troops 1524 and 1525 along with
other Scouts and Scout leaders, located in my
District in East Texas. This week they are par-
ticipating in the National Scout Jamboree at
Fort A.P. Hill in Virginia. This year's Jamboree
carries on a long tradition, where just steps
from the Capitol Building, the first ever Jam-
boree was held on the National Mall in 1937.
Over the years, the Jamboree has become the
pinnacle of all Scouting camps.
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Every 4 years or so, Troops descend from
all over America to celebrate the tenets they
all hold dear and to develop even further the
life lessons Scouting is so effective in teach-
ing. The entire process has traditionally done
an outstanding job in molding boys into out-
standing young men, while building character
and instilling notions of personal responsibility,
all of which have helped make America the
envy of civilized nations.

This year's Jamboree also holds special sig-
nificance because 2010 marks the 100 year
anniversary of Scouting in America. Over this
period they have grown into a premier youth
organization and had very positive effects on
millions of young males.

Individual Boy Scouts throughout Scouting’s
100 year history have gone on to do great
things and serve our country in manners that
have brought great honor and credit to the
United States. More than 50 percent of all
NASA Astronauts were Boy Scouts. More than
30 percent of graduates from the Military, Air
Force and Naval Academies were involved in
Scouting in their youth and five of our Presi-
dents were once Boy Scouts. Even within
Congress, 199 of our current Members once
participated in Scouting, with 22 achieving the
rank of Eagle Scout. America is truly a better
nation because of Scouting.

As an Eagle Scout and Member of Con-
gress, | can truly say that the wisdom and
leadership | gained in Boy Scouts still benefit
me every day. All those who take up the man-
tle of effective Scouting can be identified by
the traits named in the Scout Law as “trust-
worthy, loyal, helpful, friendly, courteous, kind,
obedient, cheerful, thrifty, brave, clean, and
reverent.” If America is going to continue to be
great then, in the paraphrased words of Alex
de Tocqueville, America must continue to be
good. The Scouting doctrines clearly assist in
making America “good.”

If we continue to see the young people in
America living a morally sound life following
the tenets supported by 100 years of Boy
Scouting while dedicated to family values and
country, then surely God will continue to bless
America as He has during the last 100 years.
To that end, the words from the Scout’s Oath
are as meaningful today as they were through-
out Scouting’s rich history:

On my honor, I will do my best

To do my duty to God and my country;

To obey the Scout Law;

To help other people at all times;

To keep myself physically strong, men-
tally awake and morally straight.

Participating in this, the historic Boy Scout
Jamboree of the United States during the
100th Anniversary of the Boy Scouts, are the
following Boy Scouts from the 1st Congres-
sional District of Texas: Thomas Alberts, Brian
Allen, Beathan Andersen, William Arnold, Alex
Baker, Peter Ball, Rusty Bell, Zachariah
Brown, Nate Cargile, Christopher Carlin, Hart-
ley Coker, Paul Cook, Robert Cooper, Brian
Cousineau, Carter Crump, Charlie Cullen,
Myles Elbel, Michael Fedell, Michael Fedun,
Joshua Fields, Chris Finlay, Danny Fisher,
Garett Froats, Bryan Gillland, Jacob Gage,
Kyle Gage, Wyatt Gay, David Gean, Thomas
Gunn, Rielly Hassell, Clint Hearn, Stratton
Hibbs, Kaleb Hively, Trent Hood, Jacob
Houck, Luke Hughes, Brian Humphreys, An-
drew Kazlow, Kerrigan Keele, Nicholas
Kottwitz, Francis Gene Lewis, Trevor Ligon,
Garrett Manning, Noah Morrill, Koehler Munoz,
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Payton Myers, Kacee Newman, Taylor
O’Bryant, Richard Olds, James Olson, James
Pike, Lyle Potter, Tyler Reed, Blake Richey,
John Hunter Sattler, Jack Schaeffer, Brady
Schuh, Colbert Sheard, Jeremiah Slaughter,
Spencer Smith, Brandon Spears, James Tyler
Stricklin, Connor Tate, Travis Tate, John
Timaeus, Andrew Walker, Jeffrey Dylan Wat-
son, Elliot West, John West, Robert West-
moreland, Mason Wheeler, Zach Ziegelgrube.

In addition, these Scouts of which their U.S.
Representative LOUIE GOHMERT is immensely
proud, as should be the Nation itself, the fol-
lowing outstanding leaders have participated
to lead these wonderful young men to the ful-
fillment of this scouting dream are the fol-
lowing: Paul Dunaway, Rory Hassell, Stephen
Head, Jeffrey Jones, Matt Lindsey, Chris
Peurifoy, Lyle Potter, Jim Reed, Greg Tate,
Clinton Willbanks, Geoffrey Willbanks.

The foregoing Boy Scouts and leaders
have, by their demonstrated excellence and
zeal, not only expanded their horizons and
abilities, but they have also made it possible
to create a better world in which to live for all
those who follow hence. Accordingly, their
names and participation are hereby memorial-
ized in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD of the
United States of America to bear witness of
their valiant participation to all those who may
draw near. May God bless every one of these
fine individuals just as He has so richly
blessed these United States of America to this
time.

———

A TRIBUTE TO BEATRICE
WILKINSON-WELTERS

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 29, 2010

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of Beatrice Wilkinson-Welters for
her appointment as Ambassador to Trinidad
and Tobago and for her outstanding contribu-
tions to the welfare of residents of Brooklyn.

Beatrice  Wilkinson-Welters  has  distin-
guished herself through many years of service
to her nation and community as the Founder
and Chairman of the AnBryce Foundation and
the Vincent Wilkinson Foundation, whose
focus on underserved youth and young adults
provide multiple settings for their personal and
scholastic development.

She earned her undergraduate degree from
Manhattanville College and her graduate de-
gree from John Jay College of Criminal Jus-
tice. She also received an Honorary Doctorate
from Livingstone College in Salisbury, North
Carolina.

Beatrice Wilkinson-Welters has provided vi-
sion and leadership through her service as a
trustee or board member for the Kennedy
Center Board of Trustees, the National Sym-
phony Orchestra, the Library of Congress, the
Brookings Institution, the Washington Jesuit
Academy, and the Maret School.

Despite her demanding career and many
contributions to society, Beatrice Wilkinson-
Welters has been a devoted wife to her hus-
band, Anthony and a loving mother to their
two sons Bryant and Andrew.

Beatrice Wilkinson-Welters was confirmed
by the United States Senate as Ambassador
to Trinidad-Tobago on March 10, 2010 and
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sworn in by President Barack Obama on April
27, 2010.

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
join me in recognizing the achievements of
Beatrice Wilkinson-Welters.

————

CELEBRATION OF THE COLUMBUS
RECREATION AND PARKS DE-
PARTMENT ON ITS CENTENNIAL

HON. MARY JO KILROY

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 29, 2010

Ms. KILROY. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the Co-
lumbus Recreation and Parks Department.
Through its 100 years of serving our commu-
nity, the Department has enriched the lives of
central Ohioans by offering social and edu-
cational programming, activities, and events
for all ages to enjoy.

On July 15, 1910, Columbus mayor George
S. Marshall signed into law legislation estab-
lishing the Columbus Department of Recre-
ation, which encompassed the city’s six estab-
lished park locations. As part of the City Beau-
tiful Movement, the Department of Recreation
became crucial in Columbus’ development as
an aesthetically-pleasing city filled with green
spaces and public parks. With the Depart-
ment’'s hard work, residents began to enjoy
beautiful scenery, community centers, trails,
pools, golf courses, and programming de-
signed with central Ohioans of all ages in
mind. In 1972 the Department of Recreation
merged with the Division of Forestry and
Parks to become the Columbus Recreation
and Parks Department we have today, and
has grown from its original six parks to 215
established parks, greenways and green
spaces that span over 10,000 acres across
Franklin County.

The Columbus Recreation and Parks De-
partment offers a wide variety of classes,
events, and programs to connect residents of
all neighborhoods involved in the community.
Locations such as the Cultural Arts Center
offer art classes for painting, ceramics, and
sculpting. Entire theatrical seasons are played
out at various centers such as the Davis
Youth Performing Arts Center. Central Ohio
seniors can enjoy aerobics classes, along with
senior golf, softball, and basketball leagues.

From April through December of this year,
the Columbus Recreation and Parks Depart-
ment will be celebrating its centennial anniver-
sary with events every month. At the Jazz and
Rib Fest in the Arena District, the Department
commemorated its July 15th birthday with a
“Best Ribs” contest and they have held their
100th hole celebration at Raymond Golf
Course.

For 100 years, the Columbus Recreation
and Parks Department has played a vital role
in the growth of Columbus and Ohio’s 15th
Congressional District, as well as the en-
hancement of the quality of life of those who
call central Ohio home. | am proud to recog-
nize and honor the Columbus Recreation and
Parks Department as they celebrate 100 years
of history and achievement.
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HONORING REPRESENTATIVE
ROGER WENDT FOR HIS WORK
ON THE IOWA SAFE SCHOOLS
ACT

HON. LEONARD L. BOSWELL

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 29, 2010

Mr. BOSWELL. Madam Speaker, | rise to
commend State Representative Roger Wendt,
former Chair of the lowa House Education
Committee for his work protecting lowa’s les-
bian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT)
students from bullying and harassment in
schools and communities. All students need a
safe, supportive environment in which to learn,
regardless of gender or sexual orientation.
There is extensive evidence that LGBT stu-
dents are disproportionately targets for harass-
ment and discrimination in schools. The cli-
mate of fear experienced by LGBT students
frequently results in increased absenteeism,
decreased academic performance and in-
creased risk of suicide and other high-risk be-
haviors.

On September 1, 2010, lowa Safe Schools
will recognize Alicia Claypool, State Rep-
resentative Roger Wendt, and State Senator
Mike Connolly for all their work protecting
lowa’s LGBT students and all other students
from bullying and harassment. This date will
mark the 3rd year anniversary of the lowa
Safe Schools Law going into effect. This legis-
lation protects lowa’s 500,000 students from
bullying and harassment in our schools on the
basis of 17 categories which include sexual
orientation and gender identity.

Representative Wendt led the fight in the
lowa House for this critical piece of legislation.
His years-long efforts resulted in its bi-partisan
passage in February 2007. lowa educators,
administrators, and other policy makers hold
Representative Wendt in high esteem for his
tireless commitment to improving the lives of
lowa youth. Parents, community leaders, and
students have been well-served by this advo-
cate for equality, and | am proud to honor him.

——————

TRUTH IN FUR LABELING ACT OF
2009

SPEECH OF

HON. HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 28, 2010

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to express my support for H.R.
2480, the Truth in Fur Labeling Act, which im-
proves the accuracy of labels on fur products
sold in the United States. The bill would also
require the Federal Trade Commission to re-
view its Fur Products Name Guide, ensuring
that document contains accurate and con-
sistent species names. | support the Truth in
Fur Labeling Act because American con-
sumers deserve to know what, exactly, they
are purchasing when they shop for fur gar-
ments, regardless of the price of those gar-
ments.

This legislation guarantees transparency so
that shoppers can make informed decisions
about the products they buy. This trans-
parency is currently compromised by the “fur
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