July 28, 2010

his remarkable service and contributions to
our country.

———

TRIBUTE TO MOLLY LOVERN, 2010

STATE WINNER OF LETTERS
ABOUT LITERATURE COMPETI-
TION

HON. SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 28, 2010

Mrs. CAPITO. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Molly Lovern and congratulate her as
a state winner of the Library of Congress 2010
Letters About Literature competition.

Letters About Literature is a program devel-
oped by the Library of Congress in partnership
with Target Stores and state Centers for the
Book. It aims to promote reading and writing
to young people in fourth through twelfth
grades across the nation. Students are en-
couraged to read a book, then write a letter to
the author, dead or alive, conveying their ap-
preciation for the book and its impact on their
lives. More than 70,000 students from across
the nation that entered the contest, a 25% in-
crease from last year's competition.

The Letters About Literature competition di-
vided students into three divisions by age, and
the top letter from each age level were chosen
from the states. Level two included all stu-
dents in seventh and eighth grades. Molly was
chosen as the Level 2 winner for 2010 by
West Virginia’s panel of judges, comprised of
authors, editors, publishers, librarians, and
teachers. She addressed her letter to Jean-
Dominique Bouby, about his book, The Diving
Bell and the Butterfly. Molly is from Fairmont,
West Virginia and attends Bluefield Middle
School. Molly’s teacher, Mrs. Putorek, sub-
mitted the winning letter.

It is an honor to pay tribute to Molly Lovern,
a student that has committed herself to schol-
arship in reading and writing. Bright young
minds such as hers are truly the future of the
Mountain State, and | wish her congratula-
tions.

RECOGNIZING THE HEROISM OF
EVAN LANGSTON

HON. JOHN BOOZMAN

OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 28, 2010

Mr. BOOZMAN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor Mr. Evan Langston, for his act
of heroism. His call to action in an emergency
situation saved the lives of his fellow citizens
in Franklin County, Arkansas.

Mr. Langston was the first to arrive at an ac-
cident on highway 309 in April and helped the
passengers get out of the burning car. He suc-
cessfully helped a mother and her children get
out of dangers way. By doing so, he saved
their lives and | would like to ask my col-
leagues to join me in recognizing Mr.
Langston with the honor he deserves.

By acting as a good samaritan, he pre-
vented a great tragedy within his community,
and for that | wish to honor him with my ap-
preciation. Mr. Langston’s selfless actions
have not gone unnoticed.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. PETER T. KING

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 28, 2010

Mr. KING of New York. Madam Speaker, |
regret that | was unable to be in Washington
from July 12 through July 15 and missed roll-
call votes 434 through 466 due to iliness.

———

SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2010

SPEECH OF

HON. BOB ETHERIDGE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 27, 2010

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in support of H.R. 4899, the Supple-
mental Appropriations Act of 2010.

This Supplemental Appropriations Act pro-
vides funds to meet the needs of our troops
abroad and our families at home. It provides
emergency flood relief for those recently
washed out of their homes, improves Federal
mine safety for those risking their lives to get
energy from American soil, and supports dis-
abled veterans who have given so much to
our nation.

This funding will reduce injuries and in-
crease recovery in the wars in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan. It will reduce injuries by replacing
vulnerable military transports with mine-resist-
ant ambush-protected vehicles, and provide
ballistic protection for helicopters that are in
the line of fire. Even with this additional pro-
tection, injury is inevitable, but this bill en-
hances the healing mission. It funds field med-
ical equipment to help heal those who are in-
jured in battle and it funds health care for sol-
diers when they come home. Veterans ex-
posed to Agent Orange, and their survivors,
will finally receive the disability payments they
deserve. The promises kept in this bill fulfill
our commitments to soldiers today and our
veterans from past conflicts.

Unfortunately, this version of the bill leaves
out necessary funding for priorities here at
home. Our children need teachers. Our neigh-
borhoods need first responders. | agree that
ignoring the needs of our states and local
communities is wrong. However, we cannot
make that right by ignoring the needs of our
troops, our citizens in the Gulf, and by leaving
our citizens to face hurricane season with no
possibility of help from FEMA. Without this
funding, the President can still declare disaster
areas. But those declarations need to be
backed up with the people, the expertise, and
the funds provided in this bill. The need to
support our troops and keep them safe will not
go away either.

The funding in this bill will assist America in
our shared, but fragile recovery. Forest lands
damaged by natural disaster can be restored.
Coast Guard helicopters damaged in the line
of duty can be replaced. Fisheries in the Gulf
Coast can be helped towards recovery and
restoration.

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
join me in voting “yes” on this bill.
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TRIBUTE TO CARA LASWELL, 2010

STATE WINNER OF LETTERS
ABOUT LITERATURE COMPETI-
TION

HON. SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 28, 2010

Mrs. CAPITO. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Cara Laswell and congratulate her as
a state winner of the Library of Congress 2010
Letters About Literature competition.

Letters About Literature is a program devel-
oped by the Library of Congress in partnership
with Target Stores and state Centers for the
Book. It aims to promote reading and writing
to young people in fourth through twelfth
grades across the nation. Students are en-
couraged to read a book, and then write a let-
ter conveying their appreciation for the book
and its impact on their lives to the author, liv-
ing or dead. Of the 70,000 students from
across the nation that entered the contest, a
25% increase from last year's competition.
Cara was chosen as the 2010 state winner by
West Virginia’s panel of judges, comprised of
authors, editors, publishers, librarians, and
teachers.

The contest divided students into three divi-
sions by age, and the top letter from each age
level were chosen from the states. The young-
est division included students from fourth
through sixth grades. Cara Laswell from Fair-
mont wrote the winning Level 1 letter from
West Virginia. Her letter was addressed to
Jerry Spinelli about his book Stargirl. Cara at-
tends Fairmont Catholic Elementary School,
and her letter was submitted by her teacher
Cynthia Garcia.

It is an honor to pay tribute to Cara Laswell,
a young student that has committed herself to
scholarship in reading and writing. Bright
young minds such as hers are truly the future
of the Mountain State, and | wish her con-
gratulations.

————

RECOGNITION OF NATIONAL
CONVENIENT CARE CLINIC WEEK

HON. LOIS CAPPS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 28, 2010

Mrs. CAPPS. Madam Speaker, today | rise
in recognition of National Convenient Care
Week and in support of the 1,100 retail-based
convenient care clinics in our nation.

Convenient care clinics, which are based in
retail outlets with pharmacy services across
the nation, provide an extension to our tradi-
tional health care system. Primarily staffed by
nurse practitioners, these clinics provide pre-
ventative services like vaccinations, as well as
acute illness diagnosis and treatment. Further-
more, they can also provide needed services
to help manage chronic ilinesses.

Convenient care clinics are an important
component of our health care system. Not
only are they a way to relieve the stress on
busy emergency rooms and primary care of-
fices, but they also provide care to working
families who benefit from their extended hours
and walk-in policies.

For all of these reasons, | encourage my
colleagues to support National Convenient
Care Week.
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DR. WALTER L. SMITH

HON. KATHY CASTOR

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 28, 2010

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Madam Speaker, |
rise to herald the achievements of Dr. Walter
L. Smith, and to acknowledge our pride in his
contribution to the education community.

Dr. Smith was born and spent his early
childhood in Tampa, FL before moving to live
with family in Cairo, Georgia and Harlem, New
York. A self-proclaimed rebellious child, Dr.
Smith dropped out of high school at the age
of 16 to work at a processing plant. After stints
in the Army studying medical laboratory tech-
nology and working in a hospital, he moved
back in Tampa in 1957 and enrolled in St. Pe-
tersburg’s Gibbs High School, which doubled
as a community college by night. By the age
of 23, he had completed his GED and started
classes at Gibbs Junior College, where he
served as the first student body president. Dr.
Smith continued his educational pursuits at
Florida A&M and earned his bachelor's and
master's degree. After graduation, Dr. Smith
was named an African American Institute
Scholar and studied at the University of Cape
Coast in Ghana and the University of Lagos in
Nigeria. Upon his return, Dr. Smith continued
his education at Florida State University,
where he received his PhD in Higher Edu-
cation.

Dr. Smith served as Provost of Hillsborough
Community College before accepting the posi-
tion as President at Roxbury Community Col-
lege in Massachusetts. In 1977, Dr. Smith re-
turned to Florida to serve as the President of
his alma mater, FAMU. Our community burst
with pride. During his presidency, FAMU grew
from seven to eleven schools and colleges.
The university also became a Division of
Graduate Studies and Continuing Education
under his tenure in office. In 1985, Dr. Smith
ended his presidency and was named a Sen-
ior Fulbright Scholar to the University of Ma-
lawi in Central Africa and served as the Inter-
national Team Leader for Higher Education in
the Republic of South Africa. There, he built
South Africa’s first American-based community
college.

In 2000, Dr. Smith moved back to his home-
town of Tampa and opened a local library.
Named in his honor, the Dr. Walter L. Smith
Library, located in a converted house just
blocks from his childhood home, serves as
both a learning center and haven for local chil-
dren to cultivate their interests and follow their
dreams toward higher education.

Dr. Smith’s perseverance and successes
have most recently been recognized with the
Cornelius P. Turner Award. This award, pre-
sented annually by the GED Testing Service
of the American Council on Education, recog-
nizes a GED graduate who has made out-
standing contributions to society and speaks
volumes about Dr. Smith’s unlikely road to
success.

The Tampa community is proud to recog-
nize Dr. Smith for this award and his many
significant contributions to the education com-
munity. His determination and hard work have
made him an inspirational leader within our
Tampa Bay community.
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THE TELEWORK IMPROVEMENT
ACT

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 28, 2010

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Madam Speaker, | rise in
support of the Telework Improvement Act.
This bill will help to modernize the Federal
Government by expanding and improving the
availability of teleworking in federal agencies.
| thank Chairman TOwNS and the House lead-
ership for their work on this legislation.

With this bill, Congress takes important
steps to improve the efficiency of the Federal
Government by allowing more Federal em-
ployees to have access to telework. Today,
many private companies have more vigorous
and flexible telework policies that result in in-
creased efficiency and productivity. Yet
telework continues to be under-utilized by
Federal agencies. H.R. 1722 will require Fed-
eral agencies to develop policies within one
year that allow qualifying employees to
telework. This bill ensures accountability by di-
recting the Office of Management and Budget
to issue guidelines to prevent improper uses
of official time or resources by those working
outside the office.

Madam Speaker, | also oppose the Repub-
lican Motion to Recommit on H.R. 1722. The
underlying legislation makes clear that Federal
employees are strictly prohibited from visiting
inappropriate websites using government com-
puters. In addition, this motion contains a pro-
vision designed to indiscriminately and unfairly
prohibit an employee from collective bar-
gaining activities while they are teleworking.
Under current law, official time for union activ-
ity may only be used to represent employees
in adverse actions, attend official meetings
with management, and bargain union con-
tracts. To disallow these activities from being
performed through telework would constitute a
rollback of existing policy.

| urge a “no” vote on the Republican Motion
to Recommit and urge my colleagues to sup-
port final passage.

———

SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2010

SPEECH OF

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 27, 2010

Mrs. MALONEY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in opposition to the war supplemental
funding bill.

After years of war that have strained our
military, their families, and the country, | can-
not continue to support funding for the war in
Afghanistan—a war marked by increasing vio-
lence and attacks on our troops and no clear
definition of success.

The last time this measure was before us,
| voted with my colleague Rep. BARBARA LEE
on her amendment to prevent an escalation
and limit funding to the safe and orderly with-
drawal of our troops and military contractors
from Afghanistan.

| also voted in favor of the McGovern-Obey
amendment that would require the President
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to provide Congress with a plan for the expe-
ditious redeployment of U.S. troops in Afghani-
stan and a timeline for completion of the rede-
ployment.

But the bill before us is simply a continu-
ation of a policy that needs to be changed—
with no accountability and no debate on the
merits of continuing this conflict in a country
beset by corruption and seemingly endless vi-
olence.

Contained in this bill is badly needed fund-
ing for Haiti, disaster relief and funds for our
veterans, which | wholeheartedly support and
would urge a separate up or down vote.

But a vote for this bill before us today is a
vote to continue this war and the time has
come to bring our troops home.

Reports of corruption abound in Afghani-
stan, and without a true partner in the Karzai
government, our prospects for making real
progress have grown dim.

In recent days, even more troubling reports
have come out of the region indicating that
Pakistan intelligence may be collaborating with
elements of the Taliban against the United
States. With claims such as these coming to
light, how can we move forward with business
as usual on the war?

| cannot in good conscience vote to con-
tinue funding this war at so high a cost and
with no guarantee that our efforts are reaching
our goals there and keeping the American
people safe.

That is why | vote “no” today.

————

H.R. 5897, THE “ECONOMIC REVI-
TALIZATION AND INNOVATION
ACT OF 2010”

HON. JAMES L. OBERSTAR

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 28, 2010

Mr. OBERSTAR. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to introduce H.R. 5897, the “Economic
Revitalization and Innovation Act of 2010”, to
authorize the programs of the Economic De-
velopment Administration, EDA, for 5 years.
This legislation creates new programs and
adds additional flexibility to EDA’s current au-
thorities to ensure that EDA will continue to
meet the challenges of high unemployment in
economically distressed communities and the
need for innovative job creation programs.

In 1965, | served as a staff member of the
Committee on Public Works when President
Lyndon B. Johnson signed the Public Works
and Economic Development Act into law, cre-
ating EDA. | was a strong supporter of EDA
then and | continue to support the agency
now, 45 years later.

| know EDA works because | have seen it
work first-hand: providing infrastructure invest-
ment, job training, and planning funds to cre-
ate jobs and economic opportunities in eco-
nomically distressed communities across the
Nation—from blighted urban and rural commu-
nities to regions devastated by natural disas-
ters. In fact, we need look no further than in
Congress’ own back yard where EDA provided
critical funding to reconstruct the Eastern Mar-
ket facility, which was destroyed in a fire.
Eastern Market, with assistance from EDA’s
flexible and responsive programs, was quickly
rebuilt, restoring not only bricks and mortar,
but economic opportunity for small businesses
and jobs for the local community.
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