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On July 10, the day after his 33rd birthday,
Sergeant Edgerton was leading his troops just
north of Char Dara, Afghanistan when insur-
gents attacked his unit and detonated an im-
provised explosive device that ultimately took
his life. A short while prior, Edgerton had just
been nominated for a Bronze Star Medal for
saving the lives of several members of his
convoy during an attack.

Edgerton received various medals and ac-
colades for his service, including the Army
Achievement Medal, the National Defense
Service Medal, the Irag Campaign Medal, the
Afghanistan Campaign Medal, the Global War
on Terror Medal, the NATO Medal, the Army
Service Ribbon, and two Overseas Service
Ribbons. He was also awarded the Purple
Heart, the Bronze Star Medal, the Army Good
Conduct Medal, and the Combat Action
Badge, all posthumously.

Madam Speaker, Sergeant Edgerton em-
bodied the most essential qualities of an
American soldier. He was selfless, dedicated,
and brave. He is remembered as a man who
put the safety of his fellow troops before his
own, and accordingly a man who has earned
the unwavering respect of his peers. Through
his exemplary service in Iraq and Afghanistan,
SGT Donald Edgerton has brought pride to
our troops, his family, and all of Western North
Carolina. It is truly my honor to commemorate
him and | urge my colleagues to join me today
in honoring the life of SGT Donald “Rocky”
Edgerton for the sacrifices he has made for
our country.

————

HONORING THE RAINBOW COM-
PANY: RECIPIENT OF THE CHIL-
DREN’'S THEATRE FOUNDATION
OF AMERICA’S 2010 MEDALLION
AWARD

HON. SHELLEY BERKLEY

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 22, 2010

Ms. BERKLEY. Madam Speaker, today |
urge my colleagues to join me in recognizing
the Rainbow Company as the 2010 recipient
of the Medallion Award from the Children’s
Theatre Foundation of America.

In 1976, the Rainbow Company opened the
first children’s theatre company in Las Vegas.
Patricia Marchese, the Manager of the City of
Las Vegas’ Cultural and Community Affairs Di-
vision asked Jody Johnston to teach drama
classes that proved so popular they asked
Jody to produce plays.

The Rainbow Company’s first production
was Pippi Longstocking. Pippi toured locally
and was later recorded and given the “Best of
the West Award” for the best educational pro-
gramming in the western United States.

In 1980, the Rainbow Company produced a
show that acquired national consideration.
Odd Man Out, an original script by Brian Kral,
focused on a dance teacher and her class of
disabled students. The play featured both dis-
abled and non-disabled children and was pre-
ceded by months of drama classes with dis-
abled young people. This led to a 1981 Peo-
ple magazine article that noted the Rainbow
Company’s achievement as “the first theatre
in the U.S. to totally integrate handicapped
and non-handicapped” students.

In 2001, the Rainbow Company began to
put on workshops that became so successful
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they were expanded to full-day camps that last
for 8 weeks. In addition, they provide outreach
classes for at-risk children at local elementary
schools and shelters.

Rainbow Company has obtained several
other accolades including the Nickelodeon’s
Parents’ Picks’ 2009 Award and the National
Recreation and Park Association’s first-place
Dorothy Mullen Arts and Humanities Award.

As the Representative for Nevada’'s First
Congressional District, home to the Rainbow
Company, it gives me immense pride to rec-
ognize this outstanding and unique company
for their achievements in providing the children
of my district with unparalleled touring and
main-stage acting opportunities, outreach pro-
grams, educational programs and annual
workshops. | urge my colleagues to join me in
recognizing this outstanding organization for
their contribution to the arts and education and
for their 2010 Medallion Award from the Chil-
dren’s Theatre Foundation of America.

WHITNEY NELSON
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 22, 2010

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Whitney Nel-
son who has received the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
Whitney Nelson is a 9th grader at Ralston Val-
ley High School and received this award be-
cause her determination and hard work have
allowed her to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Whitney
Nelson is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations once
again to Whitney Nelson for winning the Ar-
vada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for
Youth award. | have no doubt she will exhibit
the same dedication and character to all her
future accomplishments.

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF
STAFF SERGEANT DAVID SMITH

HON. JO BONNER

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 22, 2010

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life and the patriotic service of
U.S. Air Force SSgt. David Smith, age 26, a
dedicated defender of American liberty, who
lost his life while coming to the aid of wound-
ed warriors in Afghanistan.

Staff Sergeant Smith, a graduate of
Satsuma High School and a resident of Eight
Mile, Alabama, was devoted to his mission of
rescuing his comrades on the battlefields of
Iraqg and Afghanistan. During his years of
wearing the uniform of his country, he proudly
participated in more than 130 combat mis-
sions, literally saving the lives of hundreds of
military personnel.

A member of the 66th Rescue Squadron
from Ellis Air Force Base in Nevada, Staff Ser-
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geant Smith was assigned to the 563rd Res-
cue Group. While conducting a medical evacu-
ation mission in Afghanistan’s Helmand prov-
ince, his HH-60G Pave Hawk helicopter was
shot down by Taliban insurgents on June 9,
2010.

Speaking about the loss of Staff Sergeant
Smith, as well as three of his comrades and
those injured aboard their rescue helicopter,
U.S. Air Force Chief of Staff General Norman
Schwartz noted, “Faithful to the rescue motto
‘That others may live,” these airmen were cou-
rageously and selflessly flying in support of
their joint coalition teammates. We grieve for
our warriors and our thoughts and prayers are
with their families, as well as with the airmen
still recovering.”

At the time of his death, Staff Sergeant
Smith was just 5 days from completing his
combat duty. He was awarded the Purple
Heart, Air Force Combat Award Medal, and
the Alabama Distinguished Service Medal.

During this time of sorrow, my heart and
prayers go out to Staff Sergeant Smith’s moth-
er, Mildred Hardee, his fiancée, Meggan
Eckersley, brothers, Randall Dunn and Todd
Smith, sisters, Tracy Smith and Jamie Smith,
and his extended family.

On behalf of the people of Alabama, | wish
to extend our deepest condolences to the fam-
ily of Staff Sergeant Smith for the loss of their
beloved son, brother and finance. He is truly
an American Hero and we will always cherish
his service to his country and its people.

HONORING CALIFORNIA GRIZZLIES
JUNIOR RIFLE TEAM

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 22, 2010

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to commend and congratulate the Cali-
fornia Grizzlies Junior Rifle Team on winning
the 2009 National Trophy Infantry Match at
Camp Perry on August 7, 2009. The team will
be recognized and honored at the annual Na-
tional Rifle Association sanctioned high power
match on Saturday, July 3, 2010.

The California Grizzlies Junior Rifle team
consists of seven juniors from around the
state of California; team captain Anthony Hen-
derson, Sonora; David Bahten, Jamestown;
Chad Kurgan, Sonora; Jim Minturn, San
Diego; Joshua Lehn, Lemoore; Cheyanne
Acebo, Vacaville; and Matthew Chezem, Simi
Valley. The team is lead by coach Jim
O’Connell. The 2009 National Trophy Infantry
Match winners shot a 1284, becoming the first
junior team to ever win the event and the first
civilian team to win in 79 years. The team has
been a tough competitor in recent years. They
finished fifth at the event in 2008, setting a
record with a score of 1233. The team won
the junior title, setting new records in 2008
and 2009 in the National Trophy Team event,
shooting a score of 2870 to finish eighth over-
all. The team consistently has members in the
President's 100, a group of distinguished
shooters and members that receive notable
rankings and points in various competitions.

The competition at Camp Perry includes
many different matches; the Infantry Team
Match, established in the late 1920s, is the
competition that most closely resembles bat-
tles from war. Teams of six shoot at eight tar-
gets, starting off at six hundred yards, moving
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to five hundred yards, then three hundred
yards and ending at two hundred yards. These
shots are taken in the three shooting posi-
tions: prone, sitting and standing. Each mem-
ber of the team fires sixty-four total rounds
with just fifty seconds to get into each position
and fire. The best competitors can fire a shot
a second and hit the target.

Madam Speaker, | rise today to commend
the California Grizzlies Junior Rifle Team upon
their 2009 victory. | invite my colleagues to
join me in wishing the team many years of
continued success.

HONORING BILLY ‘“SINGLE”
CLIFFORD

HON. JIM JORDAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 22, 2010

Mr. JORDAN of Ohio. Madam Speaker, |
am honored to commend to the House the
work of the Champaign County Bicentennial
Historical Marker Committee to promote the
career and contributions of Urbana native and
vaudeville legend Billy “Single” Clifford.

Born Clyde Shyrigh, Clifford was born in
1869 in Urbana, Ohio, to Levi and Sarah
Shyrigh. His love of music was evident from
his early childhood, when he would stage per-
formances in the family barn. Clifford began
appearing with a traveling circus at age 10,
where he further developed his singing and
dancing skills. This led him ultimately to a suc-
cessful vaudeville career, with performances
along the East Coast and throughout Europe.

Clifford built the Clifford Theater in 1905 on
the site where his family’s barn had stood.
The theater was the first of its kind in Urbana,
with an 80-foot stage and a seating capacity
of 700. In addition to performances by a
vaudeville troupe formed by Clifford, it hosted
many notable entertainers through the years—
including the March King, John Philip Sousa.

On July 24, the Champaign County Bicen-
tennial Historical Marker Committee and the
family and friends of Charles L. Mott will dedi-
cate a marker celebrating Clifford and the
Clifford Theater. | am honored to join them
and the people of Champaign County in com-
memorating this event.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 70TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF AMERICAN LE-
GION POST 374

HON. GARY C. PETERS

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 22, 2010

Mr. PETERS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize American Legion Post 374, in
Berkley Michigan on the occasion of its 70th
Anniversary of service to the Veterans of our
community. As a Member of Congress it is
both my privilege and honor to recognize the
men and women of this post for their years of
service and contributions which have enriched
and strengthened our community.

The Berkley American Legion Post 374 has
been a cornerstone of the Berkley community
for the last 70 years.

Post 374 owes it provenance to a collabora-
tion between the Berkley American Legion, the
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Berkley Odd Fellows and local vets with a vi-
sion. Working together, drawing on each
strengths and needs and with a lot of heart,
Post 374 was established on July 27, 1940.

Since then, Post 374 has been a welcome
doorstep for veterans recently returning as
well as those whose years of active duty were
long past. The Post is truly an institution in
Berkley. lts members have built an institution
suffused with friendship, camaraderie and
service. It engages young people through
scholarship and other programs. It helps vet-
erans who have fallen on hard times get the
services and support they deserve. Each year,
on Memorial Day, the Post places American
flags on the gravesites of roughly 3000 vet-
erans laid to rest in a local cemetery. The
Post has been the site of countless fish frys,
steak frys, special birthdays and weddings. It
is a place where the community gathers and
it is much beloved.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me today to honor the Berkley American Le-
gion Post 374 on its 70th Anniversary and sa-
lute its many active members in their service
to our veterans and community.

—

HONORING THE HISTORY AND
SERVICE OF THE URSULINE SIS-
TERS OF LOUISVILLE

HON. JOHN A. YARMUTH

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 22, 2010

Mr. YARMUTH. Madam Speaker, | rise in
recognition of a group of remarkable women
who have played a vital role in strengthening
communities across Kentucky, throughout the
nation, and around the globe for more than
150 years. Since 1858, the reach of the Ursu-
line Sisters of Louisville has grown from a
school on the corner of Chestnut and Shelby
Streets in downtown Louisville to a mission
that touches the lives of thousands of women,
men, and children across the nation and
across the globe. And on July 25, the Sisters
will have their distinguished history and contin-
ued service officially recognized by the Com-
monwealth of Kentucky when a marker is
placed at the site where their mission began
S0 many years ago. Today, | am honored to
join the chorus of voices praising the Ursuline
Sisters of Louisville for their decades of con-
tributions to better the world through their
teachings and actions.

The story of the Ursuline Sisters in
Lousiville began when three sisters from Ger-
many arrived 152 years ago to pursue a tradi-
tion of faith and service, answering the call
meet the needs of the community’s children.
In the spirit of their founder—St. Angela
Merici—they sought to serve with an open-
ness and eagerness to meet the needs of oth-
ers. Compelled by faith and principle and driv-
en by hard work, the Ursuline Sisters soon
made that mission a reality, each and every
day of the last 152 years.

Within weeks of their arrival, the Sisters
were teaching dozens of children. Under their
leadership, construction on a new convent and
school—Ursuline Academy—was completed
the following year. Their successful efforts
soon expanded exponentially. In less than 25
years, more than 100 sisters were teaching in
20 Ursuline schools.
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Today, the Ursuline Sisters of Louisville
have grown to serve a community of faith in
eight states and Peru.

The Ursuline Sisters do not just offer a qual-
ity education or health care—they provide in-
valuable guidance and assistance to those
who need it most. Throughout their history, the
Sisters have worked on behalf of the under-
served and the disenfranchised, seeking to
empower every life they touch. Today, the
schools they have established and operate,
the students they have taught, and the people
they have served stand as a living legacy to
their mission to create stronger communities
and a stronger world.

By placing a historical marker at the place
where this powerful mission began, the legacy
of the Ursuline Sisters will remind and educate
our community about the impact of service.
The Ursuline Sisters of Louisville don’t just
change with the world—they help shape it
through knowledge, compassion, and a self-
less commitment to service.

Therefore, | ask my colleagues to join me
today in further recognizing the extraordinary
work and dedication of the Ursuline Sisters of
Louisville.

VIRIDIANA ROBLES
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 22, 2010

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Viridiana
Robles who has received the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
Viridiana Robles is a 12th grader at Jefferson
High School and received this award because
her determination and hard work have allowed
her to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Viridiana
Robles is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations once
again to Viridiaina Robles for winning the Ar-
vada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for
Youth award. | have no doubt she will exhibit
the same dedication and character to all her
future accomplishments.

——
A TRIBUTE TO THE HONORABLE
SETH HAMMETT, RETIRING

SPEAKER OF THE ALABAMA
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

HON. JO BONNER

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 22, 2010

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the remarkable service of a true pub-
lic servant from my home State of Alabama. A
native of Andalusia, Seth Hammett is retiring
this year as Speaker of the Alabama House of
Representatives and Representative for the
92nd House District serving Covington and
Escambia counties.

Speaker Hammett, a pilot in the United
States Air Force and founder and president of
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