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This means the national debt has increased 

by $2,565,048,007,674.3 so far this Congress. 
This debt and its interest payments we are 

passing to our children and all future Ameri-
cans. 

f 

MERCER ISLAND’S 50TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. DAVID G. REICHERT 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 1, 2010 

Mr. REICHERT. Madam Speaker, as the 
representative to this House for the 8th District 
of Washington, I want to congratulate and rec-
ognize a city within the 8th District that is cele-
brating a milestone anniversary today. 

Mercer Island, with a population of 22,890, 
was incorporated on July 5, 1960. It is an is-
land in Lake Washington, situated a few min-
utes east of Seattle. The City is breathtaking 
in many areas, with wonderful parks, open 
spaces, beautiful neighborhoods, and suc-
cessful schools. My District Office is located 
on Mercer Island and the merchants and resi-
dents of the community could not be more ac-
commodating or welcoming of my staff and 
the various guests who visit the office. Mercer 
Island is a gem of the 8th District. 

Every August, Mercer Island has a front row 
seat to the extraordinary display put on by the 
Blue Angels and the boats on Lake Wash-
ington during the Seafair celebration; honestly, 
experiencing Seafair from Mercer Island is an 
experience that will not be forgotten. Addition-
ally, Mercer Island’s large multipurpose com-
munity center is an exceptionally valuable 
community asset and its parks provide the 
natural beauty and open space that is a hall-
mark of the Pacific Northwest. 

Many fine business, civic and community 
leaders call Mercer Island home. Many fine 
students attend school on the island and re-
ceive first-class educational opportunities. 
Mercer Island is one-of-a-kind and I’m pleased 
to recognize its 50th anniversary of existence. 
To Mayor Jim Pearman, members of the City 
Council, and residents of Mercer Island, I say 
congratulations. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JAMES L. OBERSTAR 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 1, 2010 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Madam Speaker, I missed 
two votes last week in order to attend an im-
portant community celebration in International 
Falls and to see the devastating impact of a 
tornado that struck Wadena. As a result, I was 
unable to record my vote on important legisla-
tion to ensure continued Medicare reimburse-
ment for physicians and on comprehensive 
sanctions against Iran. Had I present, I would 
voted ‘‘aye’’ on both measures (rollcall votes 
393 and 394). I also missed seven votes on 
Tuesday in order to attend the funeral of 
Judge Gerald Heaney of Duluth. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘aye’’ on Rollcall 
votes 395, 398, 399, 400 and 401; I would 
have voted ‘‘nay’’ on Rollcall vote 397, and I 
would have voted ‘‘present’’ on Rollcall vote 
396. 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF SISTER 
MARY CELINE GRAHAM: ‘‘A 
WOMAN OF COMPASSION AND 
FAITH’’ 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 1, 2010 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great sadness that I rise today to memorialize 
a beloved member of our community, Sister 
Mary Celine Graham, who’s mass will be cele-
brated tomorrow at Saint Aloysius Roman 
Catholic Church in her beloved Harlem. Her 
tragic and senseless death came as a result 
of a horrific accident and has left behind a 
deeply felt void within the Handmaids of Mary 
of the Most Pure Heart family and the greater 
Harlem community. The Handmaids of Mary 
have a special place in my heart going back 
to my youth, and the loss of Sister Mary 
Celine is especially profound. 

Sister Mary Celine was born in Jacksonville, 
Florida and raised in Detroit. At the age of 22, 
she joined the Franciscan Handmaids of the 
Most Pure Heart of Mary in Harlem, which is 
one of only three historically black orders of 
Roman Catholic nuns in the United States. 
She continued to share her love and services 
with her community for the next 61 years. 

Her death at the age of 83 leaves behind a 
great legacy of tireless service and devotion to 
those who needed her. Sister Mary Celine is 
remembered as a woman of true compassion 
who believed in education for the young. She 
dedicated her life to being a teacher, director, 
and surrogate grandmother to the children of 
St. Benedict’s Day Nursery on 124th Street at 
Marcus Garvey Park. 

As the New York Times reported last week, 
Sister Mary Celine left an indelible mark on 
the children she cared for and educated. She 
was a gently firm yet caring teacher who rec-
ognized the potential in each individual and 
worked to bring that potential to fruition. Sister 
Mary Celine was not only an educator but was 
also a loving mother figure to the children. 
These children not only learned the basics of 
reading and numbers but also learned what it 
was to love, and what it was to serve others. 

The undivided attention and care she 
poured out to the children and the community 
will be forever etched in the hearts of all those 
that encountered her. She was a true kindred 
spirit that emanated a sense of peace and 
order. 

Madam Speaker, although her life was 
taken from us too abruptly, rather than mourn 
this tragedy, I hope that my colleagues will 
join me in remembering and celebrating the 
tremendous and loving spirit of Sister Mary 
Celine Graham—one of God’s special angels 
who served Harlem at the Franciscan 
Handmaids of the Most Pure Heart of Mary. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF 
BRADLEY W. BEAL 

HON. SHELLEY BERKLEY 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 1, 2010 

Ms. BERKLEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the service of Mr. Brad Beal, 

president and CEO of Nevada Federal Credit 
Union, and outgoing chairman of the Board for 
the National Association of Federal Credit 
Unions (NAFCU). 

Mr. Beal’s dedicated service at Nevada Fed-
eral Credit Union made him an outstanding 
candidate for chairman of the NAFCU Board, 
and his fellow board members bestowed on 
him this great distinction in the summer of 
2008. From the outset of his chairmanship, 
Mr. Beal proved to be an invaluable asset to 
the NAFCU family. His more than 30 years of 
financial services experience served him well 
while sitting on several NAFCU committees, 
testifying before Congress on relevant legisla-
tion, and keeping a close eye on issues and 
legislation surrounding the entire credit union 
community. 

Mr. Beal, a tireless advocate for federal 
credit unions across the country, faced the 
challenges and opportunities he was pre-
sented with during this time with great profes-
sionalism and vigor. 

Mr. Beal’s selfless commitment as chairman 
of the National Association of Federal Credit 
Unions has not gone unnoticed. As he ends 
his term as chairman, I am sure his col-
leagues on the NAFCU Board will miss his 
leadership. I ask my colleagues to join me 
today in honoring Brad Beal as his chairman-
ship comes to an end this July. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO HON. RONALD B. 
MERRIWEATHER 

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 1, 2010 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Madam 
Speaker, I rise to honor the life of my friend 
Ronald Merriweather. Dedicated to the law, 
Judge Merriweather worked to better his city 
and improve the lives of those living in Phila-
delphia. I know that my colleagues will join me 
in expressing our condolences to his family as 
well as thanking them for letting him brighten 
all of our lives. 

Judge Merriweather was born May 27, 1938 
and raised in Philadelphia. A product of the 
Philadelphia Public School System, he grad-
uated from West Philadelphia High School in 
1956. After high school Judge Merriweather 
attended Morgan State University, graduating 
with a degree in Chemistry and a 2nd Lt. 
Commission in the U.S. Army. From 1960 to 
1962 he served in the U.S. Army, being pro-
moted to the rank of 1st Lieutenant. 

After serving in the Army, Judge 
Merriweather was employed as a United 
States Treasury Agent with the Federal Bu-
reau of Narcotics. He served in this position 
for 5 years, earning the U.S. Secretary of 
Treasury Award for Outstanding Service. After, 
Judge Merriweather received his J.D. from 
UCLA Law School and became a member of 
the Pennsylvania Bar Association in 1973. 

Judge Merriweather practiced law in Phila-
delphia for over ten years, before being elect-
ed to the Philadelphia Municipal Court in 
1984. He worked on this court for 26 years, 
retiring in January 2010. During his tenure on 
the Municipal Court, Judge Merriweather gar-
nered special recognition and numerous 
awards. He became a Senior Judge in 2009 
and was honored with a Special Recognition 
Award from the Guardian Civic League. 
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Judge Ronald Merriweather’s life showcases 

his commitment, service, and dedication to 
bettering his community. Madam Speaker, I 
ask that you and my other distinguished col-
leagues join me in celebrating the life of Judge 
Merriweather, and offer his family our deepest 
sympathies at the loss of this great man. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ADAM H. PUTNAM 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 1, 2010 

Mr. PUTNAM. Madam Speaker, on Tues-
day, June 29, 2010, I was not present for 
seven recorded votes. Had I been present, I 
would have voted the following way: roll No. 
395—‘‘nay’’, roll No. 396—‘‘yea’’, roll No. 
397—‘‘nay’’, roll No. 398—‘‘nay’’, roll No. 
399—‘‘yea’’, roll No. 400—‘‘yea’’, and roll No. 
401—‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

IN HONOR AND REMEMBERANCE 
OF PATRICIA A. DORR 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 1, 2010 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor and remembrance of Patricia 
A. Dorr, devoted wife, mother, grandmother, 
sister and friend. Mrs. Dorr was also a com-
munity activist who served for many years as 
a Councilwoman representing the City of 
Berea. 

Mrs. Dorr created a warm and inviting home 
for her family, friends and neighbors. She was 
an active participant in the lives and special 
events of her family. Her unwavering devotion 
to her family was reflected in the close rela-
tionships she shared with her children and 
grandchildren. Mrs. Dorr’s strong sense of 
faith was a source of strength throughout her 
life. She was a devoted and loved member of 
St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Berea, Ohio. 

Patricia was known for her kindness, energy 
and dedication to community. Following her 
dedicated service as Berea City Council-
woman, Mrs. Dorr remained active and partici-
pated in numerous community events and 
fundraisers. Her dedication to making a dif-
ference in the lives of others remained con-
stant throughout her life. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in honor and memory of Mrs. Patricia A. 
Dorr, whose energetic spirit and joy for living 
will endure within the hearts and memories of 
those who loved and knew her best. I extend 
my deepest condolences to her children, 
James, Cynthia, Robert, Brian, Mary, and 
Brigitte; to her twelve grandchildren and spe-
cial grandson; and to her extended family 
members and many friends. 

f 

THE RETIREMENT OF MS. LESLIE 
JUDITH GOLDBERG, R.N. 

HON. JOHN LEWIS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 1, 2010 

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Madam Speaker, I 
rise to pay tribute to Ms. Leslie Judith Gold-

berg, R.N. to thank her for her 20 years of 
service to the Members and staff of the U.S. 
House of Representatives. 

Almost every staffer in the House complex, 
particularly those who work in the Cannon 
House Office Building, knows Nurse Leslie. Al-
ways smiling, extremely knowledgeable, and 
thorough, she has a legendary ability to help 
staff find the best possible health care serv-
ices for their needs. For years, she has col-
lected feedback on the quality of health practi-
tioners and shared both praise and concerns 
with prospective patients. As a result, she was 
well-known in doctors’ offices throughout the 
region; they were always asking, ‘‘Ahhh, you 
were referred by Nurse Goldberg? Who is this 
Nurse Leslie?’’ 

Born in Providence, Rhode Island, Leslie 
joined her mother and sister in this vital pro-
fession after graduating from the Jewish Hos-
pital of Brooklyn. She went on to work at the 
New York University Hospital in neurosurgery 
and the Regional Institute for Children and 
Adolescents. 

In 1990, Nurse Goldberg joined the Office of 
the Attending Physician and dedicated the end 
of her great career to serving and caring for 
the Members and staff of this institution. She 
is a part of our family. We mourned with her 
when her loving husband, Alan Goldberg, 
passed away far too early in life, and we cele-
brated when she returned to us—her adoptive, 
extended family. 

We all know how much she adores her 
three sons, Michael, Aaron, and David and 
daughter-in-law, Lisa. And her grandson, Ari, 
is the light of her life. While we will Miss her 
laughter, her smile, her caring, skillful tech-
niques, and infinite knowledge, I applaud her 
for taking the time to fulfill her personal 
dreams—travel, volunteer, and most impor-
tantly take care of Ari and the grandchildren to 
come. 

Nurse Goldberg, we will miss you terribly; 
you leave enormous shoes to fill. Thank you 
for your 20 years of service and keeping us 
safe, healthy, informed, and always smiling. 

f 

HONORING RON GETTELFINGER 
FOR HIS LEADERSHIP OF THE 
UAW 

HON. MICHAEL E. CAPUANO 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 1, 2010 

Mr. CAPUANO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Ron Gettelfinger and his mas-
terful 8-year tenure as president of the United 
Auto Workers. Confronted with the leanest 
membership in the Union’s history and the 
bankruptcy of two of Detroit’s three auto-
makers, the UAW required an effective leader 
who could balance the interests of members 
and the needs of their employers. 

In Ron Gettelfinger, the UAW certainly had 
a wise and steadfast leader who could come 
to terms with this troubling dynamic and act 
accordingly. 

He understood that saving the imperiled 
union would require a little sacrifice, and also 
he convinced his union to give up some of the 
jobs and benefits it had accumulated over the 
years for a better future. Mr. Gettelfinger thus 
played a crucial role in saving one of the 
United States’ biggest industries during one of 
the nation’s darkest economic hours. 

Today he continues to be an outspoken de-
fender of fair labor laws and better workers’ 
rights, and I hope that he is as successful in 
his future endeavors as he was these past few 
years. 

f 

75TH BIRTHDAY OF SLINGER 
FRANCISCO 

HON. YVETTE D. CLARKE 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 1, 2010 

Ms. CLARKE. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to commemorate the 75th birthday of Slinger 
Francisco, better known as The Mighty Spar-
row or The Birdie. With a career spanning 
over 50 years and counting, entertaining audi-
ences from the Caribbean to Asia and all 
points in between, The Birdie is widely recog-
nized as the ‘‘King of the Calypso World.’’ 

The Mighty Sparrow was born to poor, 
working-class parents in Gran Roi, Grenada 
and migrated to his adopted homeland of Trin-
idad when he was one year old. As a child, he 
attended New Town Boys School and sang in 
St. Patrick’s Catholic Church, where his talent 
was quickly recognized as he became head 
choirboy. His influences included Nat King 
Cole, Frankie Laine, Sarah Vaughn, Billy 
Eckstein, Frank Sinatra and Ella Fitzgerald, as 
well as calypso pioneers Lord Melody, Lord 
Kitchener, Lord Christo, Lord Invader and the 
Mighty Spoiler. 

The Birdie had found success early with his 
hit ‘‘Jean and Dinah’’ at the age of 20. Not 
satisfied with early success, he followed up 
with a rapid succession of hits including ‘‘Car-
nival Boycott’’, ‘‘P.A.Y.E.’’, ‘‘Russian Satellite’’, 
‘‘Theresa’’, ‘‘Good Citizen’’, ‘‘Salt Fish’’ and 
‘‘Penny Commission’’ just to name a few. His 
songs covered a broad range of socially con-
scious topics including education, tyranny in 
Africa, animal cruelty and the welfare of his 
home of Trinidad and Tobago. 

The Mighty Sparrow’s accomplishments in-
clude multiple Trinidad and Tobago Road 
March Competition titles, multiple Calypso 
Monarch titles, an honorary doctorate from the 
University of the West Indies, and his contribu-
tions to music and society led then-mayor Ed 
Koch to proclaim March 18th, 1986 ‘‘The 
Mighty Sparrow Day.’’ 

I hope all of my colleagues will join me in 
celebrating the birthday and extraordinary 
body of work that The Mighty Sparrow has 
contributed during his career as a lyricist, 
composer, singer, comedian and entertainer. 

f 

INTRODUCING A RESOLUTION 
THAT HONORS THE PATRIOT 
GUARD RIDERS 

HON. STEVE BUYER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 1, 2010 

Mr. BUYER. Madam Speaker, I come be-
fore you today to offer a resolution that honors 
a group of fine Americans, the Patriot Guard 
Riders. Established in November of 2005, the 
Patriot Guard Riders were created to counter 
protesters of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan 
who sought to disrupt the funerals of our he-
roes who died serving our country. Today, the 
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