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a 2,300 page bill that further extends the fed-
eral government’s grasp on more aspects of
our economy.

| voted against this bill on December 11,
2009 but despite my opposition, H.R. 4173
passed the House of Representatives on a
straight party line vote—with not one Repub-
lican voting in favor of the legislation. On June
30, H.R. 4173 came back from the House-
Senate Conference Committee, which ironed
out the differences between the two bills.
Again, | opposed this legislation. Despite my
opposition, the bill ultimately passed by a mar-
gin of 237—192. The legislation now awaits fur-
ther action in the Senate.

This is the wrong bill at the wrong time that
punishes the wrong people. In the midst of
continuing economic turmoil, this bill increases
the size of government, expands its reach in
the market place, jeopardizes the safety and
soundness of many of America’s financial
companies and non-financial companies, and
significantly increases the cost of credit for all
consumers at a time when consumers can
least afford it. This legislation overreaches and
will affect companies and community banks
that had nothing to do with the financial crisis.

These reforms will continue to perpetuate
the bailout mentality that has plagued our na-
tion and eliminate access to credit for many
small businesses and families at a time when
they need it most.

The conference report will abolish the Office
of Thrift Supervision (OTS). The transfer of its
powers and duties will have to be done within
one year after the conference report’s enact-
ment. The conference report will transfer to
the FDIC the authority to regulate all state
savings associations. The OCC, which would
be a bureau within the Treasury Department,
would regulate all federal savings associa-
tions. The conference report also preserves
the thrift charter.

The conference report also requires the
Federal Reserve to ensure the fees charged
to merchants by credit card companies for
credit or debit card transactions are reason-
able and proportional to the cost of the proc-
essing those transactions. The consequences
of government artificially imposing its heavy
hand into private transaction will further slow
our economy. We can't even get a federal
budget passed, so what justification does the
government have to determine transaction
fees.

As one of my colleagues pointed out,
economists don’t often see eye to eye, but
they seem to agree that if one side of the mar-
ket has its costs artificially lowered, the other
side of the market will see increased costs.
This means that, in this battle between retail-
ers and banks, debit card holders and account
holders will likely foot the bill.

Creating more regulatory burdens and a
new government agency full of unelected bu-
reaucrats to pick the winners and losers in the
private-sector is not the answer. This will only
serve to crush more jobs and paralyze our
economic growth even more. Kansans have
had it with the only solution the administration
continues to offer: more government.

| am in strong opposition to H.R. 4173. |
worry about its impact on our economic free-
dom and will work to repeal these harmful
policies.
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SUPPORTING DESIGNATION OF
NATIONAL ESIGN DAY

SPEECH OF

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 30, 2010

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, today marks the
10th anniversary of the enactment of the Elec-
tronic Signatures in Global and National Com-
merce Act. | rise in support of designating
today as “National ESIGN Day” and commend
Mr. MCDERMOTT for bringing this resolution to
the Floor.

Ten years ago the thought of filing your
taxes electronically, renewing your drivers li-
cense, and filling out a mortgage application
on your computer was one that many feared.
There was uncertainty about the security of
the transaction and how to verify who was on
each end of the keyboard. We recognized
then that we needed rules of the road that
would guide us into the information society.
We needed to create trust in this emerging
technology called the “internet” if it was going
to grow into what we hoped would be at least
a new and efficient way to do business elec-
tronically in both the public and private sector.

We stood at a crossroads ten years ago.
We needed to eliminate obsolete barriers to
electronic commerce such as undue pen and
paper requirements and other practices that
slowed down innovation. In March of 1999 |
introduced the H.R. 1320, the Millennium Dig-
ital Commerce Act because | recognized that
the growth of electronic commerce and elec-
tronic government transactions represented a
powerful force for economic growth, consumer
choice, improved civic participation, and
wealth creation.

Less than a year later, in January of 2000,
the Electronic Signatures in Global and Na-
tional Commerce Act was signed into law.

As the information and innovation society is
now fully integrated into almost every aspect
of our lives, we stand here today to look back
over the last ten years. Electronic commerce
is now the driving force of our global econ-
omy. The level of confidence in the internet
and the innovative tools it has created con-
tinues to grow. As we stood at that intersec-
tion ten years ago, we took our country and
our consumers in the right direction.

| urge all of my colleagues to support H.
Con. Res. 290 designating June 30th as “Na-
tional ESIGN Day.”

————

CONGRATULATING RICHARD L.
HARRIS ON JOINING THE NAFCU
BOARD

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 1, 2010

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate Richard Harris on his recent
election to the Board of Directors at the Na-
tional Association of Federal Credit Unions,
NAFCU.

Mr. Harris has shown tremendous leader-
ship at Caltech Federal Credit Union, where
he currently serves as president and CEO, as
well as treasurer of the Caltech Credit Union
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Board of Directors. Undoubtedly, NAFCU will
benefit greatly from Mr. Harris’s vast experi-
ence in credit union management which dates
back to 1981.

Over the years Mr. Harris has been an ac-
tive member of the NAFCU family and is a
welcomed addition to the board at a time
when Congress has taken up legislation that
would significantly reform the financial serv-
ices sector and the way credit unions do busi-
ness.

It is because of the good work and leader-
ship of Richard and others like him that the
credit union community enjoys the success it
has today. Such service is the hallmark of
credit unions and | wish Mr. Harris the best of
luck in his new role as a member of the
NAFCU Board of Directors. | look forward to
working with him in this capacity and | ask my
colleagues to join me today in congratulating
Richard on this achievement.

——————

IN MEMORY OF THE REV. DR.
FRANK WITMAN

HON. ELTON GALLEGLY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 1, 2010

Mr. GALLEGLY. Madam Speaker, | rise in
memory of the Rev. Dr. Frank Witman, a
close, personal friend of my wife, Janice, and
me, who passed away on Tuesday.

Frank Witman had a calmness about him
that belied his inner strength. He arrived in-
Simi Valley, California, in the summer of 1969
to assume the post of senior pastor of the
United Methodist Church of Simi Valley. It is
not an understatement to say that the city was
blessed by his presence.

Frank was the sixth of seven consecutive
generations of United Methodist pastors on his
father’s side and the third of four consecutive
generations on his mother’s side. After serving
as a pastor in Rialto and Pomona, he an-
chored his roots in Simi Valley and branched
out into every aspect of community life.

In 1978, Frank founded the chaplain pro-
gram for the Simi Valley Police Department
and for more than 30 years served as the de-
partment’s senior chaplain. He provided com-
fort, counseling, prayers and support during
most of the city’s traumatic and tragic events,
including the untimely death of Officer Michael
Clark. His support of the city and its police of-
ficers earned him the department’s Volunteer
of the Year Award in 1997, the department’s
Lifetime Service Award in 2007, and recogni-
tion from the Simi Valley City Council in 2008.

When not at his church or the Police De-
partment, Frank could frequently be found at
Simi Valley Hospital, where he was a charter
member of the Simi Valley Hospital Board
Strategic Planning Committee, visiting church
members and others in need. Following his re-
tirement from the church in 1997, he remained
active as a volunteer chaplain for the hospital,
filling in for the staff chaplains as needed. Ear-
lier this year, the hospital named its chapel the
Witman Chapel in honor of his years of serv-
ice.

In 1990, | had the honor of nominating
Frank to offer a prayer to open a session of
the House of Representatives as guest Chap-
lain, which he did on May 2, 1990.

Frank also co-authored a book on world
hunger and two books on church administra-
tion. He served as an adjunct faculty member
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at the Claremont School of Theology from
1992-2000, teaching church administration
with his coauthors in four states.

Frank was recognized numerous times for
his unselfish devotion, including the Paul Har-
ris Award, one of the highest honors Rotary
International bestows upon an individual, and
the Simi Valley Chamber of Commerce
Strathearn Lifetime Achievement Award.

He is survived by his wife of 57 years, Elsie;
sons, Mark and Paul; their wives, Luene and
Barbara; and grandchildren, Lauren and Peter,
as well as his two older brothers, Harold and
Henry.

Madam Speaker, | know my colleagues will
join Janice and me in offering our condolences
to Elsie and the Witman family, and in remem-
bering a remarkable man whose life of service
will live on in all those whose lives he
touched.

———————

HONORING MR. MATTHEW
LEONARD SIMMONS, JR.

HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 1, 2010

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Madam Speaker,
today | rise to pay tribute to the life and legacy
of the late Mr. Matthew Leonard Simmons, Jr.,
a constituent in the congressional district | rep-
resent. It is with both profound sadness, but
also an enduring sense of gratitude that | rec-
ognize him for the tremendous inspiration he
provided to the South Florida community.

Mr. Simmons was born on January 31, 1956
in Miami, Florida to Mrs. Blanche Simmons
and the late Mr. Matthew L. Simmons, Sr. He
was a product of the Miami-Dade Public
School System and graduated from Miami
Jackson Senior High School.

Soon thereafter, Mr. Simmons faithfully and
patriotically served his country by joining the
United States Army’s 82nd Airborne Division.
He attained the rank of sergeant before being
honorably discharged in 1979.

Mr. Simmons was blessed with a loving
family who took pleasure in every aspect of
his life and his interests. | offer my heartfelt
condolences to the Simmons family.

Madam Speaker, | ask you and all the
members of this esteemed legislative body to
join me in recognizing the extraordinary life
and accomplishments of Mr. Matthew Leonard
Simmons, Jr. He will be missed by all who
knew him, and | appreciate this opportunity to
pay tribute to him before the United States
House of Representatives. While he will in-
deed be missed, his legacy, as well as the
outstanding contributions he made to South
Florida and our nation as a United States
Army veteran will live on.

——————

CONGRATULATING THE PARK
RIDGE FINE ARTS SOCIETY ON 50
YEARS OF SUMMER CONCERTS

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, July 1, 2010

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the Park Ridge Find Arts Soci-
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ety as they celebrate 50 years of providing
free summer concerts for the community. The
purpose of the Park Ridge Fine Arts Society is
to provide a musical showcase and the means
for enjoyment of serious music through free
community concerts, and to engage in such
activities and programs that will foster all of
the fine arts. The concerts draw crowds of
1,500 to 3,500 people, with a season total of
more than 30,000 concertgoers.

These concerts are a wonderful way not
only to bring beautiful, professional music to
the community, but also to bring neighbors to-
gether and build a sense of community. Sum-
mer in Park Ridge is enriched by these won-
derful weekly concerts in Hodges Park.

Frank York established the Park Ridge Fine
Arts Symphony Orchestra and the Park Ridge
Fine Arts Society 50 years ago and remained
at the helm of the organization, driven by his
vision of excellence, until 2005. Throughout
the organization’s history, it has maintained
the highest artistic standards. The Park Ridge
Fine Arts Symphony Orchestra is produced
and coordinated by the Park Ridge Fine Arts
Society to perform the summer concerts. It is
a fully professional orchestra, made up of su-
perb musicians from throughout the Chicago
area, devoted to bringing the excitement and
beauty of great classical music to the north-
west suburbs.

| want to recognize the great work of the
people who make sure that the concerts are of
the highest quality and are available to the
community each summer: Barbara Schubert,
musical director and conductor; Emily Toy
Kosaka, president; Daniel Aranda, vice presi-
dent; Dennis Van Mieghem, treasurer; Dawn
Himley-Grandi, secretary; and the board of di-
rectors: Ken Boyce, Pam Boyce, Kevin P.
Costello, Doug Crawford, Mike Grandi, Mary
Jersey, Russ Jersey, Jim Lange, Paul
Lundberg, Debbie Maggio, Mike Maggio, Jack
Owens, Christel Owens, and Nancy Tordai.

The orchestra and its concert series in Park
Ridge is truly one of the great jewels of the
northwest suburbs.

———

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 4173,
DODD-FRANK WALL STREET RE-
FORM AND CONSUMER PROTEC-
TION ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 30, 2010

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, our mission from
the American people was simple: pass Wall
Street Reform that puts consumers first, holds
Wall Street and Big Banks accountable, and
ends the era of taxpayer-funded bailouts and
“too-big-to-fail” institutions. By passing this
legislation, we have fulfilled that mission.

We ensure that taxpayers are never again
on the hook for Wall Street’s risky decisions.
We enable regulators to shut down “too big to
fail” banks before they take down the system.
We impose tough new rules on the riskiest fi-
nancial practices that were at the root cause
of the crisis. We place a fiduciary duty on bro-
kers to act in the best interests of their clients.
We create a new Consumer Financial Protec-
tion Bureau, and end the reliance on credit
rating agencies that gave ftriple-A ratings to
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risky mortgage-backed securities that they
didn’t understand or investigate.

To those who ask: will the Wall Street Re-
form we passed last night prevent another fi-
nancial meltdown in the future—I answer with a
firm and resounding yes.

———

HONORING CAPTAIN E. LORENZO
DICASAGRANDE

HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 1, 2010

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Madam Speaker, |
rise before you today to honor the life of Cap-
tain E. Lorenzo DiCasagrande, a shipping ex-
ecutive who helped transform Baltimore into a
nationally recognized container port and thus
contributed to the economic vitality of Mary-
land communities.

Captain DiCasagrande, who passed away
May 21, 2010, was vice president of the Medi-
terranean Shipping Company for more than 20
years and was an early advocate of the Port
of Baltimore. Within one year of joining the
company, he had established weekly service
for the line from East Coast ports, including
Baltimore’s South Locust Point Marine Ter-
minal, which had previously been served by
one ship once every two weeks. The company
brought 8,000 containers each year to the
South Locust Point shipping berth.

Captain DiCasagrande then paved the way
for the success of the Seagirt Marine Terminal
in 1990 by being the first container line to
commit to the then-new terminal. Today, the
company is committed to 150,000 containers a
year and is still growing, with five ship calls
every week to the Seagirt terminal. In fact, the
Mediterranean Shipping Company is Balti-
more’s top container customer.

Earlier this year, Captain DiCasagrande
celebrated with Maryland port officials as they
broke ground on a new 50-foot berth for the
Port, a long-time vision for him. The project
will support 5,700 jobs and, when completed,
accommodate larger ships and attract more
cargo to Baltimore. It will help Baltimore main-
tain its current customers and attract new
ones that will come aboard the larger ships of
the future.

A native of ltaly, Captain DiCasagrande
adopted Baltimore as his second home, fierce-
ly defending the city in business negotiations.
He worked hard to win customers and built a
strong relationship with the port community,
elected officials and his employees. His
friends and business associates alike de-
scribed him as a great leader, well-respected
and well-liked. He was also a dedicated hus-
band, father and grandfather.

Madam Speaker, | ask that you join me
today to honor the life of Captain Lorenzo E.
DiCasagrande. His dedication as a tireless ad-
vocate for the Port of Baltimore is deserving of
the utmost gratitude. He deserves credit for
helping bring more cargo to Baltimore’s piers
and creating thousands of jobs for Maryland
families.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-10-12T07:33:36-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




