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fees also tend to fall disproportionately on mi-
nority and low-income consumers by making 
them pay higher prices. 

Another issue the bill addresses is the 
underrepresentation of minorities and women 
in the financial services industry. The bill re-
quires each of the federal financial services 
regulatory entities to establish Offices of Mi-
nority and Women Inclusion. These Offices 
will facilitate the participation of minority and 
women-owned business in nontraditional types 
of financial activities, something long overdue. 
In addition, the bill requires expanded efforts 
to recruit and to retain minority and women fi-
nancial services professionals, traditionally ex-
cluded from the upper ranks of management 
in most of the federal financial services regu-
latory entities. 

The bill preserves the role of community 
banks, recognized for their positive lending 
habits to small business and other major com-
munity stakeholders. These banks can always 
be counted on to lend for nontraditional pur-
poses, while maintaining flexible lending 
standards based on risk assessment as it re-
lates to a person’s background and ties to the 
community. Many of these banks continued to 
lend during the liquidity crises, making it pos-
sible for small businesses to make payroll and 
for people to continue to pay their mortgages. 
Community banks remain pillars of strong 
communities and neighborhoods throughout 
this Nation, and this bill acknowledges their 
important role in the economy. 

Further, the bill brings much needed sanity 
to the derivatives markets by requiring more 
rigorous standards related to over-the counter 
derivatives; provides new rules related to 
transparency and accountability and our na-
tion’s credit agencies; institutes new mecha-
nisms to avoid bank bailouts of financial firms 
that threaten the economy; and reforms the 
Federal Reserve by requiring greater oversight 
and transparency in its transactions. 

Mr. Speaker, this Act is of extreme impor-
tance to the consumer, the investor, to the av-
erage American, and to the Nation’s economy 
as a whole. It is time to end the Wall Street 
‘‘joy ride’’ and give the American people the 
protections and information they need to be 
better informed consumers and investors in 
this highly technologically driven economy. 
The way the average consumer, borrower, 
and home-owner have been targeted by many 
of our Nation’s financial institutions and lend-
ers makes this legislation all the more impor-
tant. These practices must end. H.R. 4172 will 
stop many of them. For these reasons, I urge 
my Colleagues to make the changes in our 
laws to protect the American people and to 
help strengthen the U.S. financial system. 

f 

IN HONOR OF AN AMERICAN HERO 

HON. VIRGINIA FOXX 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 1, 2010 

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of a great American hero, Ssgt Jeremy 
Austin of Statesville, North Carolina. Jeremy is 
a Marine who lost both his legs in an IED ex-
plosion in Afghanistan on April 11, 2009. Like 
many of our men who have given so much for 
our country, Jeremy is a work of art. His cour-
age, his faith, and his strength of character 

are golden examples to us all. He and his wife 
Chrissy are a credit to our Nation and to the 
United States Marine Corps. Jeremy and the 
many fathers and mothers like him who were 
injured in the line of duty have set an example 
for our Nation’s sons and daughters that will 
help carry them through life, and make our 
country a much better place. I ask that this 
poem, penned in honor of Jeremy and his 
family by Albert Carey Caswell, be placed in 
the RECORD. 

‘‘I WANT’’ 
(In Honor of an American Hero, SSgt Jeremy 

Austin, the United States Marines 2nd 
Force Recon CO) 

I want to be! 
Just, like my Father . . . my Daddy . . . 
A United States Marine! 
One of the greatest things, this country has 

ever seen! 
I want, to grow up to be strong and tall! 
With hearts of courage full, ready to answer 

our Nation’s call! 
To go where Angels, so fear to tread! 
Who with tears in eyes, for my beloved 

brothers who have bled . . . 
Someone, who stands for something! 
For Honor, Faith, Courage, and Grace! 
Who brings tears, to even our Lord’s 

face. . . 
To Teach people! To Reach People! 
To All Hearts, To So Beseech People! 
All in what, his fine life has said! 
Who all in his lifetime, has never followed 

. . . but led! 
Who Could give up his two fine legs . . . Who 

will not moan, will not beg! 
And come back home, And rebuild with his 

courage all over again! 
If only, I could be half the Man! 
But, now I Know . . . I know I Can! 
Because, inside of me . . . beats, his my fine 

Father’s heart! 
For part of him, is now of me . . . The best 

part! 
For I am of his blood, and I have his heart! 
For I am so blessed, because my Father is 

one of America’s best! 
Superman and Batman, are not real! 
But, my Daddy . . . He’s an American Hero, 

The Real Deal! 
And my Mommy is, for all she’s been 

through! 
Yes, I want! I Want To Be! 
Just like Father, Just My Daddy! 
A Freedom Fighter, A United States Marine 
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ON THE OCCASION OF THE 75TH 
BIRTHDAY OF HIS HOLINESS 
THE DALAI LAMA 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 1, 2010 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor His Holiness the 14th Dalai 
Lama. Next week, on July 6, His Holiness will 
celebrate his 75th birthday, an occasion that 
will be marked by Tibetans and Tibet sup-
porters across the world. 

The Dalai Lama was born as Lhamo 
Dhondup on July 6, 1935, to a farming family 
in village in northeastern Tibet. At the age of 
2, he was recognized as the reincarnation of 
the 13th Dalai Lama, the manifestation of the 
Bodhisattva of Compassion. He was later 
taken to Lhasa to be enthroned as the spiritual 
and temporal leader of the Tibetan people. 

Throughout his life, His Holiness has cham-
pioned nonviolence and peaceful means for 

resolving conflicts around the world. He has 
advocated compassion, respect for human 
dignity, tolerance, and understanding between 
the world’s great faiths, and dialogues be-
tween religious leaders and scientists. For 
these lifelong commitments, he has been 
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize, the Congres-
sional Gold Medal, and many other honors. 

Fifty one-years ago, the Dalai Lama was 
forced into exile. From that moment he has 
worked tirelessly to achieve a solution for 
Tibet and to relieve the ongoing suffering of 
his people. The Dalai Lama has been coura-
geous and patient in pursuing his ‘‘Middle Way 
Approach’’ of a peacefully negotiated resolu-
tion to the Tibet issue with China. Tibetans in 
Tibet continue to risk their lives in calling for 
the return of the Dalai Lama to his homeland. 

The U.S. Congress has been resolute in its 
support for the Dalai Lama and his pursuit of 
freedom, democracy and human rights for Ti-
betans and others around the world. I had the 
great personal pleasure of meeting His Holi-
ness during his visit to the United States Cap-
itol in October 2009. I look forward to Con-
gress giving him another warm welcome on 
his next visit to Washington. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in recognizing the 75th birthday of the 
Dalai Lama and offering our continued appre-
ciation of his life’s work of promoting compas-
sion, peace and human rights for all. 

f 

GARRETT HULL 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 1, 2010 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Madam Speaker, 
I proudly pause to recognize Garrett Hull. Gar-
rett is a very special young man who has ex-
emplified the finest qualities of citizenship and 
leadership by taking an active part in the Civil 
Air Patrol and earning the most prestigious 
General Billy Mitchell Award. 

Garrett has been very active with his patrol, 
participating in many activities. Over the many 
years Garrett has been involved with the pa-
trol, he has not only earned numerous decora-
tions, but also the respect of his family, peers, 
and community. Most notably, Garrett has 
earned the rank of First Sergeant and at-
tended the Specialized Undergraduate Pilot 
Training Familiarization Course at Columbus 
Air Force Base in Mississippi. Garrett has also 
contributed to his community by commanding 
his unit’s color guard. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Garrett Hull for his accom-
plishments with the Civil Air Patrol and for his 
efforts put forth in achieving the highest dis-
tinction of the Mitchell Award. 

f 

IN HONOR OF RICHARD GARZA 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 1, 2010 

Mr. FARR. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a public servant who has spent the past 
36 years serving our troops and veterans. 
Richard Garza, Director of Monterey County 
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Military and Veterans Affairs Office, has as-
sisted countless constituents with the Depart-
ments of Defense and Veterans Affairs. 
Today, Richard begins his retirement, but he 
will always continue to be an advocate for the 
men and women who’ve worn our nation’s uni-
form. 

Richard Garza was born in Brooklyn, New 
York in 1948. In 1961, he moved to the San 
Francisco Bay Area and has been a California 
resident since. From 1968 to 1970, Richard 
was drafted and served in the United States 
Army. After his period of service, he continued 
his education. He received a Bachelor’s of 
Arts in Interdisciplinary Social Science from 
California State University, San Francisco and 
a Master’s of Public Administration from Cali-
fornia State University, Hayward. 

Richard began his public service career in 
1974 as a Benefits Counselor and Program 
Administrator with the United States Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs. In 1980, he contin-
ued serving veterans as the Veterans Service 
Officer of Sonoma County. Since 2003, Rich-
ard has been with the Military and Veterans 
Affairs Office of Monterey County. As Director 
of the county office, he has assisted veterans 
with the Department of Veterans Affairs, and 
welcomed home returning troops from Iraq 
and Afghanistan. Moreover, Richard is the first 
individual in the State of California to become 
a Certified Veterans Advocate through the Na-
tional Association of County Veterans Service 
Officers. 

Madam Speaker, Richard Garza has dedi-
cated his life to taking care of our veterans 
and troops. I know I speak for the whole 
House when I both commend him for his dedi-
cation to public service and congratulate him 
on the occasion of his retirement. 

f 

CONGRATULATING 17 AFRICAN NA-
TIONS ON 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
INDEPENDENCE 

SPEECH OF 

HON. KEITH ELLISON 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 30, 2010 

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
extend my best wishes to the people of Soma-
lia living throughout the world on the 50th an-
niversary of Somali Independence. 

It is my pleasure and honor to represent a 
large and vibrant Somali-American community 
in Minnesota. I want to offer my congratula-
tions on this special day as they continue to 
work to advance the cause of peace. 

I am grateful for the contributions of Somali- 
Americans to Minnesota’s rich tradition of di-
versity. The Somali-American community con-
tinues to enrich our state through its lively cul-
ture, optimism, and wisdom. 

Sadly, Somalis in their homeland have en-
dured a tremendous amount of strife and suf-
fering. On this anniversary we must continue 
to focus on diplomatic efforts to create a last-
ing peace for the people of Somalia. I con-
tinue to have faith that renewed diplomatic ef-
forts will lead to good governance, respect for 
human rights, and democracy for the people 
of Somalia. 

RECOGNIZING CAPTAIN ROBERT R. 
O’BRIEN, JR., ON THE OCCASION 
OF HIS RETIREMENT AS COM-
MANDER OF THE UNITED 
STATES COAST GUARD NEW 
YORK SECTOR 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 1, 2010 

Mrs. MALONEY. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
acknowledge the achievements of Captain 
Robert R. O’Brien, Jr., on the occasion of his 
retirement as Commander of the United States 
Coast Guard’s New York Sector. He has 
served our Nation, and its greatest city, with 
distinction, and all Americans owe him a debt 
of gratitude. 

Captain O’Brien assumed command of the 
United States Coast Guard (USCG) Sector 
New York on June 15, 2006 after completing 
his previous assignment as the Commander of 
the USCG’s Marine Safety Office in Hampton 
Roads, Virginia. I know that my distinguished 
colleagues join me in extending our apprecia-
tion and gratitude to Captain O’Brien, who 
throughout his career has courageously and 
selflessly dedicated himself to protecting, de-
fending and serving his fellow Americans. 

Captain Robert O’Brien’s remarkable career 
in the United States Coast Guard has 
spanned more than four decades. Enlisting in 
the Coast Guard in 1970 after leaving the 
Roman Catholic Seminary, he first served 
aboard the United States Coast Guard Cutter 
(USCGC) Laurel in North Carolina. In 1976, 
he was assigned as Officer-in-Charge of the 
USCGC Blackberry, also stationed in North 
Carolina. Upon his promotion in 1979 to Chief 
Boatswain’s Mate, he was transferred to the 
largest Aids to Navigation Team in the Atlantic 
Area as Officer-in-Charge. 

In 1983, Robert O’Brien was promoted to 
Lieutenant, and for the next 20 years served 
with distinction in assignments that found him 
in areas ranging from Galveston, Texas to De-
troit, Michigan, and numerous places in be-
tween. Upon his promotion to Captain in 2003, 
he assumed command of the Marine Safety 
Office in Hampton Roads, Virginia. After serv-
ing in that capacity for three years, he then 
became Commander of the New York Sector, 
where he has been stationed since. 

Throughout his long and distinguished ca-
reer in the United States Coast Guard, Cap-
tain Robert O’Brien has earned a number of 
awards and honors. He has received the Meri-
torious Service Medal, the Coast Guard Com-
mendation Medal, the Coast Guard Achieve-
ment Medal and the Coast Guard Com-
mandant’s Letter of Commendation Ribbon, 
among many others. 

Captain Robert O’Brien was born in Savan-
nah, Georgia and raised in Ridgeland, South 
Carolina. He and his wife, Martha, have three 
children: Reid, Jennifer and Caroline, all of 
whom must be tremendously proud of their fa-
ther’s accomplishments and honorable service 
to this Nation. 

Madam Speaker, in recognition of his life-
time of service to this country, I request that 
my colleagues join me in paying tribute to 
Captain Robert R. O’Brien, Jr., a distinguished 
member of our armed services and a patriotic 

American who has devoted his professional 
life in service to our country. Captain O’Brien’s 
selfless and enduring dedication to our Nation 
provides a worthy example for all of us. 

f 

HONORING REV. MARK DUANE 
HAIL 

HON. HAROLD ROGERS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 1, 2010 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Rev. Mark Duane Hail, 
who has lived a dedicated life of service to his 
community, the ministry, and to our Nation. 
Reverend Hail is a man of many remarkable 
gifts and talents, and has been devoted to em-
ploying those gifts to benefit his fellow man. 

In June 2010, Reverend Hail retired from 
the ministry after 27 years. He was ordained 
a minister in the Southern Baptist Church in 
1983 and has served as pastor of several 
churches in Pulaski County, Kentucky. Mark 
was also an ordained deacon, teaching Sun-
day School and serving on church commit-
tees. Reverend Hail was also a veteran of the 
Korean War—serving in the United States 
Navy from 1955 through 1959. He was award-
ed the China Service Medal and Good Con-
duct Medal. He later served as the Chaplain of 
the American Legion Post 38 in Somerset. 

Before entering the ministry, he taught in 
the Somerset Independent City School system 
for 30 years. After retiring from teaching in 
1988, he remained active in the schools and 
in the community, joining the Retired Teachers 
Association, where he served as president in 
1989, as well as serving two terms on the 
Somerset Independent Schools Board of Edu-
cation. In 1990, he was elected as vice chair-
man of the Board of the Somerset Inde-
pendent School System. In addition to his ca-
reer as an educator and minister, Mark was 
also a farmer in the Dabney community for 12 
years, worked as a real estate agent with 
Gosser Real Estate for 20 years, and was a 
member of the board of directors of the Som-
erset Pulaski County Development Founda-
tion. 

As an elected official in Somerset, Reverend 
Hail was very active in politics throughout his 
life. Mark was elected to three terms as the 
chairman of the Republican Party of Pulaski 
County. He served as county campaign chair 
for numerous Republican officials, including 
President George H.W. Bush, and Senators 
MITCH MCCONNELL and JIM BUNNING. He was 
a member of the Republican Lincoln Club and 
served as a Republican precinct officer for 
over 20 years. He was a Kentucky Colonel 
and active in many civic organizations. 

These accomplishments only scratch the 
surface of Reverend Hail’s accomplishments 
and contributions to his community. His work 
serves as a pattern for all of us who desire to 
serve our Nation. The Bible in First Timothy 
instructs us that ‘‘the elders that rule well be 
counted worthy of double honor.’’ Madam 
Speaker, Reverend Hail has proven he is wor-
thy of at least that much and more. 
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