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hummed the tune (randomly entitled 
‘‘scrambled eggs’’) to his band mates and ev-
eryone else in his greater circle of musi-
cians, all in an attempt to determine wheth-
er it was a product of his own musical soft-
ware or a reflection of a tune he had pre-
viously heard for which he was serving as a 
mere psychic conduit. When he finally ac-
cepted the song as his own, he re-dubbed it 
‘‘Yesterday’’ and the rest is history. Over 
3000 singers have recorded the song, a num-
ber which marks it as a continuing star in 
the firmament of pop music. 

His story caused me to reflect on the phe-
nomena of talent, particularly as alluded to 
by Malcolm Gladwell in his book, ‘‘Outliers.’’ 
In this book, there’s a central premise that 
suggests that great achievement is derived 
from spending at least 10,000 hours honing 
one’s craft. Specifically, it uses as an exam-
ple Paul McCartney and the Beatles playing 
in the clubs of Hamburg where they purport-
edly refined their songs. Notwithstanding 
the fact that the ‘‘Hamburg’’ Beatles played 
cover songs which could have encouraged 
them to write their original tunes, the more 
simple truth points to what McCartney ob-
serves in himself as some mystical talent 
with which he has been gifted, something for 
which he has no explanation. The difference 
between the Beatles and thousands of other 
bands can be found in these ‘‘gifts’’ of un-
usual talent. 

Not to be too grand, but the book ‘‘the 100: 
A Ranking of the 100 Most Influential People 
in History’’ by M.H. Hart is a primer for the 
study of people with extraordinary talent 
and abilities. For example, Genghis Khan 
was a late bloomer and certainly had no 
training as a military leader, but no one else 
in military history save perhaps Alexander 
shows anything close to his record of 
achievements. And how many in the realm of 
physics approach the works of Newton, Max-
well and Einstein? I realize this is a leap 
from Sir Paul, but pure talent, while it sure-
ly needs to be developed, is really a gift that 
defies description. It seems that some things 
just ‘‘are’’ and that’s the name of that tune. 
And upon such random distributions of tal-
ent and ability the upward curve of the 
course of history will continue to remain re-
liant. 

Sir Paul, author of over 300 popular songs, 
also played ‘‘Blackbird,’’ a very pleasing and 
interesting composition. But I was hoping 
he’d do, ‘‘Fixing a Hole’’ as a nod to BP who 
could certainly use a little mystical talent 
about now, no? 
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RECOGNIZING SPECIAL EDUCATION 
TEACHERS 

SPEECH OF 

HON. LAURA RICHARDSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 28, 2010 

Ms. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of H. Con. Res. 284, which 
recognizes the important role that special edu-
cation teachers play in our Nation’s schools. I 
thank my colleague, Congressman SESSIONS 
for introducing this resolution. 

In 1972, the United States Supreme Court 
ruled that children with disabilities have the 
same right to receive a quality education as 
their nondisabled peers. Today, approximately 
10 percent of our student population receives 
special education services. 

It truly takes a special person to work with 
our special needs students. These teachers 

often work well beyond the normal school day 
in designing individualized lesson plans for 
their students. Special education teachers 
have a tremendous amount of patience, flexi-
bility, and creativity in dealing with special 
needs students. These teachers must also be 
able to adapt their teaching styles to accom-
modate the unique behavioral, social, emo-
tional, or physical needs of their students. 

Mr. Speaker, I would personally like to rec-
ognize the approximately 955 special edu-
cation teachers in Los Angeles County. These 
individuals work extremely hard to provide a 
quality education to over 6,500 special edu-
cation students. These extraordinary individ-
uals work tirelessly and without complaint in 
trying to achieve successful outcomes for their 
students. 

Lastly, Mr. Speaker, we should pay tribute 
to the special education aides that assist the 
teacher in the classroom. These individuals 
are often overworked and underpaid and are 
frequently underappreciated for the positive 
contributions they make to our special needs 
students. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join 
me in supporting H. Con. Res. 284 in recog-
nizing the important role that special education 
teachers play in our schools. 
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CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 2194, 
COMPREHENSIVE IRAN SANC-
TIONS, ACCOUNTABILITY, AND 
DIVESTMENT ACT OF 2010 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SILVESTRE REYES 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 24, 2010 

Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
strong support of this legislation. The provi-
sions contained in this act come after re-
peated attempts by the U.S. and partner na-
tions to halt Iran’s nuclear weapons program- 
and curtail aggressive Iranian overtures 
around the globe-Tehran continues to spon-
sor, train, and equip terrorist organizations in 
the Middle East, act as a destabilizing force in 
Iraq and Afghanistan, and deploy Iranian Rev-
olutionary Guard Corps-Qods Force uncon-
ventional warfare operatives into the Western 
Hemisphere. The potential for a nuclear-armed 
Iran, when combined with the Iranian regime’s 
volatile rhetoric and ambiguous intentions, 
poses a serious threat to the security of the 
United States, our troops serving in the Middle 
East, and our allies. The President and his ad-
ministration have taken important steps to dis-
suade Iran from continuing to pursue nuclear 
weapons. The passage of this legislation 
sends a clear message that Iran’s continued 
defiance will lead to significant, negative con-
sequences for the Iranian regime. 

In addition to imposing sanctions on refined 
petroleum to Iran, this legislation will broaden 
the entities affected by sanctions to include 
foreign entities that sell developmental energy 
technology, services, or information to Iran. 
This act also prohibits foreign banks from 
doing business in the U.S. if they deal with 
blacklisted Iranian institutions involved in the 
development of weapons of mass destruction 
or the promotion of international terrorism. 

I commend my colleagues on both sides of 
the aisle for demonstrating such clear soli-

darity on this issue. I urge Iranian leaders to 
carefully consider the high costs of increased 
isolation brought about by their continued 
irresponsibility. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MARK STEVEN KIRK 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 29, 2010 

Mr. KIRK. Madam Speaker, during the vote 
on H.R. 5618, the Restoration of Emergency 
Unemployment Compensation Act of 2010, I 
was unavoidably detained—had I been 
present I would have voted against this legis-
lation. 

Americans are struggling to make ends 
meet in this economy and while I support giv-
ing unemployment benefits to people who lost 
their jobs, it is irresponsible for this Congress 
to add $34 billion to the national debt to do so. 
This legislation should have been paid for with 
cuts to other programs. Last week the Treas-
ury Department quietly announced that the es-
timated total debt for fiscal year 2010 will 
reach $13.6 trillion, equal to 93.1 percent of 
our Gross Domestic Product. With the Euro-
pean Union in the midst of a sovereign debt 
crisis, this is the wrong time to add to our al-
ready staggering national debt. 

Had I been present for the vote on H.R. 
5623, the Homebuyers Assistance and Im-
provement Act of 2010, I would have voted in 
favor of this legislation. Unlike H.R. 5618, the 
cost of this legislation is fully offset. The 
homebuyer tax credit has been very success-
ful, and after its expiration on April 30th, home 
sales dropped by more than 30 percent. Ex-
tending this credit by 90 days and fully offset-
ting its cost is a responsible course of action 
I fully support. 

f 

HONORING PERCY P. CREUZOT, JR. 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 29, 2010 

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I rise to honor a great husband, fa-
ther, entrepreneur, community activist and all- 
around great American, Percy P. Creuzot, Jr., 
who passed on from his earthly life on Sun-
day, June 6, 2010. We are privileged and hon-
ored to salute him as a Great Houstonian for 
all of America to admire. 

Percy Creuzot had a unique ability to reach 
out and help others. Mr. Creuzot effectively ar-
ticulated that strong communities are created 
when we recognize that every member of the 
community is important. He demonstrated this 
belief in every aspect of his life. 

In 1966 his family moved to Houston, 
Texas, where he was employed by Herff- 
Jones Jewelry, a graduation supply company. 
Percy’s first entrepreneurial endeavor in Hous-
ton was a snow-ball shop in Houston on 
Dowling and McGowan. There was a dearth of 
restaurant chains and, even fewer operated in 
minority neighborhoods. Mr. Creuzot saw the 
need for uplifting his community with his cui-
sine and with that envisioned a need and mar-
ket in Houston for Southern Louisiana foods. 
With the influence from family members he 
decided to open a small sandwich shop in 
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Houston’s Third Ward community. The Scott 
Street location sold a variety of oyster, shrimp 
and roast beef po-boys; the business became 
known as ‘‘Frenchy’s Po-Boy.’’ As the busi-
ness showed promise, expansion into other 
endeavors was likely. With the motivation of a 
close friend, Mr. Creuzot dove into the fried 
chicken business and ‘‘Frenchy’s Creole Fried 
Chicken’’ is a bustling business to this day. 

In 1977, Percy expanded his business inter-
ests and opened Frenchy’s Sausage Com-
pany. The goal was to produce and market 
Creole foods to restaurants and grocery stores 
in the Houston area. The business grew suc-
cessfully and is now run by Percy’s son, Percy 
III, and has become a leading producer of 
Creole foods and various processed meats in 
Houston and surrounding areas. 

Percy’s civic/community involvements began 
with a desire to enhance the success of Texas 
Southern University. Percy was a tireless sup-
porter of Texas Southern University and, after 
being appointed by Texas Governor Bill 
Clements to its Board of Regents, he faithfully 
served for 12 years which included being its 
Vice Chairman. Governor Clements also ap-
pointed Percy to the Texas Private Industry 
Council and he was appointed to the Houston 
Citizen’s Review Board where he served with 
distinction. Percy also was an active member 
of the National, Texas, and Houston Res-
taurant Associations as well as serving on the 
Catholic Charities’ Board of Directors. Percy 
was a long time member of Alpha Phi Alpha 
and Sigma Pi Phi (Nu Boule) Fraternities and 
the Knights of Peter Claver. Until his death, 
Percy provided financial support to the United 
Negro College Fund, the Urban League, and 
the National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People, University of Houston, 
Texas Southern University, Xavier University 
and Hampton University. 

Percy is survived by his wife, Sallie Creuzot; 
daughter Angele; sons Percy III (Cheryl) and 
John; grandchildren Simone and Terry Wil-
liams, Percy IV , Coline and Phillipe Creuzot, 
Ethan Creuzot ; great-grandson Christien 
Gilliam; his sister, Martina Cox (Dr. Frank); 
and numerous nieces and nephews. He also 
left to treasure his memories many in-laws, 
colleagues, friends, community members, nu-
merous Houstonian mentees including An-
thony Gaynor and Charlie Reado, as well as 
countless high school and college students. 

Madam Speaker, Percy P. Creuzot, Jr.’s life 
should serve as an inspiration to us all. 
Through his life and through his legacy he has 
challenged those who are caught in the grips 
of poverty to take control of their own des-
tinies. By his openhandedness to his commu-
nity, he is a shining example of how those 
more fortunate should share their lives with 
others. 

Madam Speaker, a great American is gone 
from our midst, but we have been empowered 
to carry on his work and continue to press to-
ward the mark. His family, friends and every-
one he has touched will be in our thoughts 
and prayers. 

HONORING MRS. RUBY BATTS 
ARCHIE 

HON. THOMAS S.P. PERRIELLO 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 29, 2010 

Mr. PERRIELLO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of a legend, a lion, and a lead-
er, Mrs. Ruby Batts Archie, who died on Sat-
urday, June 26. 

Born February 9, 1934, in Rocky Mount, 
North Carolina, Ruby Batts was the only 
daughter of Helen Louise Batts. She married 
Cephus N. Archie on November 23, 1961, and 
they enjoyed forty-eight years of marriage. 
She was a graduate of Booker T. Washington 
High School in Rocky Mount, North Carolina 
and Virginia State University in Petersburg, 
Virginia, where she received both her bach-
elors and masters degrees in English. She 
also received an honorary Doctorate of Lit-
erary Letters from Virginia University of Lynch-
burg (VA). 

Mrs. Archie was a retired educator who 
served for 37 years in the Danville Public 
School System, including time as the Head of 
the English Departments at both Langston 
High School and George Washington High 
School. These decades of hands-on experi-
ence and leadership in the schools made her 
an invaluable advocate for education through-
out her career in local government. She was 
a former Mayor for the City of Danville from 
1998 to 2000, had previously served as Vice 
Mayor from 1996–1998, and at the time of her 
death was a member of the Danville City 
Council with 16 years of service. 

Mrs. Archie worked extensively as a mem-
ber of community and national organizations, 
not only on educational issues, but also men-
tal health, business development, and commu-
nity service. Her memberships are too many 
to list, but one especially close to her heart 
was Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, where she 
was a sitting member of its international board 
of directors and held numerous positions in 
her chapter, Alpha Phi Omega, including 
president and treasurer, and in regional and 
national sorority committees. Additionally, she 
was a presiding officer of the Order of the 
Eastern Star; a member of the board of direc-
tors of both the Boys and Girls Club and the 
Salvation Army; and a faithful member of 
Loyal Baptist Church where she served as a 
former chairman of the Board of Education 
and Sunday School teacher and currently 
served as the chairman of the Deaconess 
Board. Mrs. Archie was deeply concerned for 
Southside Virginia’s economic future, having 
watched too many of her finest students leave 
the region never to return, and worked to cre-
ate jobs beyond Southside’s traditional textiles 
and tobacco. Her expertise was recognized by 
Governors George Allen and James Gilmore, 
who appointed her to serve on the Southside 
Business and Education Commission from 
1995 to 2003. 

Those who worked closely with Mrs. Archie 
throughout the years have expressed deep 
sorrow for her loss and gratitude for her innu-
merable contributions to the community. She 
was endlessly dedicated, dependable, and 
generous of her time and talents, and she 
held others to her high standards of hard 
work, integrity, and citizenship. Students and 
colleagues recall her warm smile, her style 

and graceful carriage, and her zeal for proper 
usage of the English language. In her work in 
the City Council, she was calmly bipartisan, al-
ways striving to build bridges. She was an ef-
fective representative of her constituents, a 
tireless educator, and an inspiration to count-
less individuals whose lives she touched. 

Mrs. Archie was just days away from retire-
ment when she died last weekend, and had 
hoped to devote her time to two of her great-
est passions, travel and enjoying the company 
of her grandchildren. Because her passing 
was far too soon, she was unable to savor this 
well-earned retirement—a truth emblematic of 
a woman whose life was full of future projects 
and plans, and who believed her work was 
never done. 

Ruby is survived by her mother, Helen; her 
devoted husband, Cephus; her children Keith, 
Trina, and Carla; her grandsons Cedric, 
Deondre, and Milek; and her cousins Charles 
and Barbara. On behalf of Virginia’s 5th Dis-
trict, I honor the passing of one of our finest 
public servants, and ask that her legacy be re-
membered for years to come. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE NATIONAL COL-
LEGIATE CYBER DEFENSE COM-
PETITION 

SPEECH OF 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 28, 2010 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. I rise today to 
express my support for H. Res. 1244, spon-
sored by Representative CIRO RODRIGUEZ of 
Texas, recognizing the National Collegiate 
Cyber Defense Competition (CCDC) for their 
five-year effort in promoting a cyber security 
curriculum in institutions of higher learning. I 
believe that because the contestants are test-
ed on their operational and management skills 
in network infrastructures and keeping defense 
systems safe from hackers, the CCDC not 
only benefits the competitors but support edu-
cators, students, the community, and the Gov-
ernment. 

Cyber defense is important to my constitu-
ency in Georgia, as well as to our nation as 
a whole because as our technology capabili-
ties grow nationally so does the threat to our 
network operations. I share the concerns of 
many Americans that information privacy and 
security is compromised as more and more in-
formation becomes electronic. Everyday, 
Americans fill out doctor’s forms, insurance 
forms, credit card forms, and other documents 
that are digitized and stored at a data center 
somewhere. Too often, we find out that this in-
formation has been compromised in some 
way, whether intentionally by a hacker or acci-
dentally through poor data management. Once 
compromised, one can never know how their 
personal information could have been 
accessed and how it may be used in the fu-
ture. As more and more data becomes elec-
tronic, clearly we should invest in a cyber se-
curity system that is capable of protecting this 
data. 

I am proud to recognize the National Colle-
giate Cyber Defense Competition today be-
cause it is not only a way to allow talented in-
dividuals an opportunity to provide infrastruc-
ture assurance and security; it also challenges 
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