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him with the Martin Luther King award for out-
standing academic achievement and commu-
nity service. In addition to all of these tremen-
dous achievements, Pastor Owens has re-
tained a loving relationship with his wife
Cheryl and raised two daughters, Tracy and
Kimberly.

Madam Speaker, it is my hope that my col-
leagues will join me in thanking the Reverend
Dr. Ronald L. Owens for his leadership and
service to New Jersey, as well as congratulate
him on his 20th anniversary with the New
Hope Baptist Church.

————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LINDA T. SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 2, 2010

Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of California.
Madam Speaker, on Thursday, January 21,
2010 | mistakenly voted “nay” on the vote on
the Senate Amendments to H.R. 730, the Nu-
clear Forensics and Attribution Act. | intended
to vote “yea.” Please accept this letter as clar-
ification.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE ENERGY
ASSISTANCE FOR AMERICAN
FAMILIES ACT

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 2, 2010

Mr. MARKEY of Massachusetts. Madam
Speaker, the Low-Income Home Energy As-
sistance Program, or LIHEAP, is a vital safety
net for millions of Americans. This winter, a
perfect storm of economic hardship, rising
heating oil prices, and increased demand for
home energy assistance is leading to a seri-
ous home energy crisis for millions of Ameri-
cans. The Energy Assistance for American
Families Act that | am introducing today would
increase the level of funding for LIHEAP and
expand its availability in order to protect mil-
lions of American families who are facing dif-
ficult choices this winter between paying for
food or paying for fuel.

The Energy Assistance for American Fami-
lies Act would increase the authorized funding
level for LIHEAP to $7.6 billion per year for fis-
cal years 2011 to 2014, an increase of $2.5
billion over the last authorized level, enacted
in 2005. The Energy Assistance for American
Families Act would also extend the expanded
eligibility levels that were included in the omni-
bus appropriations bills for fiscal years 2009
and 2010—giving states the option of helping
families with incomes up to 75 percent of the
State Median Income level.

According to the National Energy Assistance
Directors Association (NEADA), states as-
sisted 8.3 million households last year—more
than a 33 percent increase in the number of
households served from the previous year. In
my home state of Massachusetts, LIHEAP
funding helped 186,160 Massachusetts fami-
lies in 2009, according to the Campaign for
Home Energy Assistance.

However, overall demand for LIHEAP aid is
rising this year, in large part due to the eco-
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nomic downturn. NEADA estimates that 10
million households may apply for assistance
this year. Increasing the LIHEAP funding level
will allow states to meet this increased de-
mand and to continue to provide meaningful
aid.

Energy prices are also on the rise—average
household expenditures on heating oil this
winter are expected to increase to $1,911 from
$1,864 last winter, according to the Depart-
ment of Energy. The Energy Assistance for
American Families Act will allow grants to con-
tinue to cover a significant portion of home
heating bills.

Our economy may finally be heating up, but
the effects of a recession, periods of cold
weather, and rising energy prices are still hav-
ing a chilling effect on millions of American
families. Expanding LIHEAP’s funding and
availability is absolutely essential to help fami-
lies who are struggling this winter.

———————

HONORING THE RECIPIENTS OF
THE CAMDEN COUNTY FREEDOM
MEDAL

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 2, 2010

Mr. ANDREWS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to commend the twelve recipient win-
ners on receiving the 2010 Camden County
Freedom Medal. | commend them on being
honored for their commitment to their profes-
sion and their work on behalf of the commu-
nity.

The Freedom Medal is awarded to extraor-
dinary citizens of Camden County who have
unselfishly contributed their time and effort to
better their community and continue Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr.’s dream of bringing people to-
gether. Brief descriptions of these twelve re-
cipient winners are below.

Dr. Mumtaz H. Bodla played a vital role in
organizing fundraisers for several natural dis-
aster relief projects. Dr. Bodla has also con-
tributed to the food and clothing drive for the
homeless in Camden County. His tireless
dedication and time working for all of these
causes has not only benefited them but cer-
tainly his own community is enriched by his
presence and all of his hard work.

Mr. Kevin Jackson is a member of the
M.E.N. (Men Empowering Nations) Board and
serves as its Treasurer and invaluable mentor.
He shares his extensive education, rich em-
ployment and entrepreneurial experience with
the young men in positive ways. Mr. Jackson
epitomizes Dr. King’s beliefs and passes that
onto the young men in the community.

Ms. Madeline Shilling was one of the ear-
liest members of the Hi-Nella Fire Company’s
Ladies Auxiliary, for which she served as
President. She has always been active with
the skits the members of the Fire Company
and Auxiliary put on for their Socials. As a
dedicated volunteer over the years, Ms. Schil-
ling has impacted and benefited her commu-
nity.

Ms. Marilyn Torres is a community activist
who has served in a myriad of capacities
throughout the city of Camden. She served as
Acting President/Chairperson of the Camden
County Human Relations Commission, and
was later elected to the position of Chair-
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person due to her esteemed leadership. Ms.
Torres is dedicated to improving the quality of
life in her community.

Mr. Timothy Chatten serves as the Section
Chief of the Juvenile Unit of the Camden
County Prosecutor's Office. He has volun-
teered his services countless times in Biloxi,
Mississippi after Hurricane Katrina. His remod-
eling, reconstruction, and handy work skills
has helped dozens of families recovering from
the disaster. His faithful commitment and per-
sonal sacrifice to these people has not gone
unnoticed.

Ms. Marian Stoy has served as Hi-Nella Fire
Hall Girl Scout leader, a member on the PTA
local school board, and as an officer of the Hi-
Nella Fire Company Ladies Auxiliary. The aux-
iliary, during her term, donated over ninety-six
thousand dollars to the local Fire Company.
Over this period of time, she was instrumental
in instilling positive morals and values to hun-
dreds of young girls.

Rev. Charles E. Giddins Sr. is the Senior
Pastor of Victory Temple Community Church
of God In Christ in Camden New Jersey. He
has taught courses from Moody’s Bible Insti-
tute and the American Bible College and also
has held school bible study for city youth. Rev.
Giddins established a Day Care program so
that young mothers could go to work knowing
that their children were safe. Rev. Giddins
continues to serve and better his community
as he answers the call of God.

Mr. Qasim Hussain has provided leadership
as a member of The Pakistan-American Soci-
ety of South Jersey. He has spent countless
hours volunteering for several international
natural disaster relief missions, while helping
his own community with the yearly Christmas
collection of food, clothing and toys for the
homeless of Camden City. Mr. Hussain is not
only a shining example for this community, but
he has truly touched many lives by his dedica-
tion and generosity.

Ms. Christine Parry is the Chairperson for
the Human Concerns Ministries at St. Andrew
the Apostle Church in Gibbsboro. Ms. Parry
volunteers the majority of her time to the
Christian Cupboard, Prison Ministry, Nursing
Home Companion Ministry and Local Out-
reach Ministry. Many lives and families have
been assisted and touched by these various
ministries and by Ms. Parry’s unselfish service
to the community.

Ms. Jennifer Storer is a lifelong resident of
Camden County who unselfishly contributes to
her community as a member of the Black
Horse Pike Board of Education. She is a
major force on the Policy and Planning Com-
mittee and the Facilities, Security and Trans-
portation Committee as well. She also won the
Renaissance Achievement Award for her lead-
ership and service. Her dedication and service
to the community, especially the youth, will
continue to impact the community.

Mr. William and Mrs. Patricia McCargo have
distinguished themselves as advocates for the
rights of the underserved and the promotion of
the equity and fairness as President and Cor-
responding Secretary of the Cherry Hill African
American Civic Association. They are exem-
plary models of the vision and dreams of Dr.
King. As Cherry Hill natives and graduates of
Cherry Hill High School West, they know the
meaning of qualitative education.

Madam Speaker, the work of these twelve
individuals is truly praiseworthy. | congratulate
the 2010 Camden County Freedom Medal
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winners on their accomplishment and | thank
them for their commitment to their community.

HONORING AFRICAN AMERICAN
HISTORY MONTH

HON. JOHN B. LARSON

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 2, 2010

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Madam
Speaker, it is with great respect and admira-
tion that | rise to honor African American His-
tory Month. African American History Month
was created to celebrate and remember the
great achievements, advancements, sacrifices
and contributions that the African American
community has done for the United States of
America.

This month has been, and continues to be,
a beautiful and powerful reminder as to why
the United States of America continues to be
a beacon of freedom and success in the
world. If you work hard, and stand true to what
is right, to what you believe in, and heed the
messages of our forefathers, you can over-
come all obstacles in the face of hardship. To
this, African American History Month is a tes-
tament.

The message of this month should not be
unappreciated and it should not be forgotten.
This month remains relevant in today’s chang-
ing political and social landscape. The fruit of
the African American Civil Rights Movement
can still be seen today. Just forty years after
the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., African Americans are now forces to be
reckoned with in almost every field, whether
business or academia, politics or the non-profit
community. Once considered an impossible
dream, an African American is now our own
Commander and Chief in the White House.

It should be said, Madam Speaker, that
learning about African American history is
learning about the true history of America as
a nation.

As such, | would like to ask my distin-
guished colleagues to join me in honoring and
celebrating African American History Month
this year.

HONORING BETTE BELLE SMITH
HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 2, 2010

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to posthumously honor the life of Bette
Belle Smith. Mrs. Smith passed away on Sun-
day, November 29, 2009, at the age of 88.

Bette Belle Anderson was born at her fam-
ily’s home in Modesto, California on January
17, 1921, to Jim and Maysel Anderson. She
was born severely pigeon-toed and the doc-
tors recommended that she take ballet lessons
to force her feet to turn outward. At the time,
the closest dance teachers were in San Fran-
cisco. Her parents enrolled her in dance les-
sons, and drove her to San Francisco two
weekends per month. Her father installed a
barre at their home so she could practice.

In junior high school, Bette Belle invited a
girl with a broken leg to come over to her
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home and practice ballet. This was the begin-
ning of the Smith’s dancing school. With near-
ly one hundred students, the school outgrew
her home; rehearsals were moved to the Elks
Hall and Odd Fellows Hall. Recitals were held
at Modesto High School, with an occasional
small orchestra, thanks to the help of her
brother. Her love for the performing arts en-
dured throughout her life.

Mrs. Smith attended Modesto High School,
Modesto Junior College and the University of
California, Los Angeles. She left UCLA and re-
turned to Modesto to help her parents after
they were in a car accident. At this time,
World War Il was in full force and Mrs. Smith
was the first in line to assist. She rolled ban-
dages for the Red Cross, gathered a group of
her former dance students to perform for con-
valescing soldiers at Awahnee Naval Hospital
and what was then Hammond General Hos-
pital in Modesto. After the war ended, she
married Jean Smith, her longtime boyfriend.
He had served in Hawaii and in the Gilbert Is-
lands during the war, and they corresponded
with many letters while he was away.

In 1954, Mr. and Mrs. Smith had their first
child, Talbot, and thirteen months later she
gave birth to twins, Mary and Tim. Being a
mom was Mrs. Smith’s number one priority,
and volunteering was the second. She served
on the Enslen Elementary School Parent
Teacher Association, the Rainbow Girls Moth-
ers Club and the Girl Scout Advisory Com-
mittee. She helped establish a Modesto chap-
ter of American Field Service, an organization
devoted to international student education.
Mrs. Smith served on the Modesto Junior Col-
lege foundation board, and volunteered with
Omega Nu, The Salvation Army, International
Festival and Inter-Faith Ministries. She visited
with women from the Redwood Family Center
who were recovering from drug and alcohol
addictions. For many years she delighted hun-
dreds of children as Mrs. Claus at the
McHenry Museum, the Modesto Symphony
and Enslen School. Of course, her love of the
arts led her to work with the McHenry Mu-
seum Guild, serve on the Modesto Symphony
board of directors and serve on the Gallo Cen-
ter's original board of trustees as well as a
fund development committee member. For 70
years she was an active member with the Mo-
desto Symphony and was a driving force be-
hind bringing the Gallo Center to Modesto.

At the age of 59, Mrs. Smith went to work.
In 1978, a group of investors asked for her as-
sistance in chartering the Modesto Banking
Company. She agreed and coordinated sales
events to raise capital for the company. Mrs.
Smith was named Vice President of Business
Development and Community Relations for the
Modesto Banking Company, now U.S. Bank.
Although she was working full time, Mrs.
Smith continued to volunteer and encouraged
others to do the same.

Due to the incredible amount of time that
she donated to the city of Modesto and her
community, Mrs. Smith has received many ac-
colades. In 2000, California Governor Gray
Davis named Mrs. Smith “Outstanding Older
Worker of the Year.” She has also been
named the Soroptimist Woman of the Year,
United Cerebral Palsy “Volunteer of the Year”,
American Legion “Man of the Year” (now
called “Citizen of the Year”), United Way “Vol-
unteer of the Decade,” and received the Mo-
desto Junior College Distinguished Alumni
Award. United Way has named an award in
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her memory, the “Bette Belle Smith Cam-
paigner of the Year” award and the United
Way building has also been named in her
honor. In Modesto, Mrs. Smith is simply
known as “Mrs. Modesto.”

Madam Speaker, | invite my colleagues to
join me in honoring the life of Bette Belle
Smith and wishing the best for her family.

———

HONORING GREGORY B. ROBERTS
FOR FOUR DECADES OF SERVICE
TO THE U.S. MILITARY AND IN-
TELLIGENCE COMMUNITY
THROUGH HIS LEADERSHIP IN
THE DOD CONTRACTOR BASE

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 2, 2010

Mr. ANDREWS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the extraordinary contributions
of Gregory B. Roberts. On February 1, 2010,
Mr. Roberts retired as President of L-3 Com-
munication Systems-East after an amazing
forty three-year career in the Aerospace and
Defense industry. L-3 Communication Sys-
tems-East is located in my district and | have
had the privilege to have known and worked
with Mr. Roberts during the past 14 years.

Mr. Roberts is a graduate of the University
of Virginia where he received a bachelor's de-
gree in electrical engineering. He also re-
ceived a master's degree in electrical engi-
neering from the Polytechnic Institute of
Brooklyn.

Mr. Roberts has held leadership roles in
some of our most distinguished defense com-
panies, including L-3 Communications, Gen-
eral Electric Aerospace—Reentry Systems,
Martin Marietta, and later Lockheed Martin.

Mr. Roberts’ provided the leadership that led
to the development of numerous innovative
and high technology solutions for U.S. govern-
ment customers including secure communica-
tions technologies, maritime communications
solutions, space-based communications, chan-
nel processing equipment, and re-entry and
fusing systems for Minuteman and Peace-
keeper missiles.

Those who know Mr. Roberts, know that
throughout his career he has mentored our top
scientists and engineers, and in doing so, has
provided the country with our next generation
of leadership talent.

Madam Speaker, Mr. Roberts has a proud
record of service to our country and | am
proud to call him my friend. | congratulate
Greg Roberts for all his accomplishments and
wish him the best in his retirement.

———

IN HONOR OF JOHN ALFRED
“FRED” BENNETT

HON. JOHN P. MURTHA

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 2, 2010

Mr. MURTHA. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to mourn the passing of John Alfred “Fred”
Bennett and to pay tribute to his life of leader-
ship and service. Mr. Bennett was a beloved
husband, father, friend, and community leader
in my district. He was born in Franklin Bor-
ough, Cambria County to James A. and Shir-
ley R. Bennett. He grew up with a love of
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