February 2, 2010

and control of invasive species. As an expert
in the field of pest prevention, Greg’s efforts
helped lead to the development of the Cali-
fornia High Risk Pest Exclusion Program and
the Pest and Disease Management Section of
the 2007 Farm Bill.

Greg has also led Santa Clara County’s ef-
forts to advocate for and protect its residents
through his position as the County’s Sealer of
Weights and Measures, where Greg has en-
forced the laws which ensure that consumers
are treated honestly and businesses are held
accountable.

Finally, Greg has accepted any challenge
presented to him. In addition to his other du-
ties, Greg oversaw such diverse divisions of
County government as Animal Control, Vector
Control, Integrated Waste Management, Envi-
ronmental Health, Fire Marshall and Weed
Abatement.

It is with great respect for, and in admiration
of, Greg Van Wassenhove that | stand in
honor today. His many years of service to the
residents of Santa Clara County, the agricul-
tural community, and the State of California
are greatly appreciated and his legacy will
benefit us for many years to come.

HONORING JIM TAYLOR
HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 2, 2010

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to posthumously honor the life of Jim
“Trooper” Taylor. Mr. Taylor passed away on
Tuesday, November 17, 2009 at the age of
seventy-seven surrounded by family at his
home in Fresno, California.

Mr. Jim Taylor was born in 1932 in the
Ozark Mountains near Mt. Vernon, Missouri to
Tom and Anne Taylor. As a young man, his
family moved to Sanger, California where he
attended Sanger High School. Upon grad-
uating from high school, he attended Reedley
College and later joined the United States
Navy. Mr. Taylor served four years in the
Navy and was Honorably Discharged. After his
service to the Navy, he settled in the San
Francisco Bay Area. While in San Francisco,
Mr. Taylor met and married his life-long com-
panion, Mary Jane.

In 1958, Mr. Taylor began a career in law
enforcement. His first assignment was to the
Stanislaus County Sheriffs Department as a
Deputy Sheriff. After two and a half years, he
joined the California Highway Patrol and was
assigned as a resident officer to the High
Desert Country at Ridgecrest. In 1962, he was
transferred to Fresno, California. He was as-
signed to the twelve officer motorcycle squad
for approximately four years. After serving
many years on the road, Mr. Taylor became
the Public Affairs Officer for the Fresno area.
As the Public Affairs Officer, he initiated the
“Trooper Taylor Report,” a daily news report
of the areas activities along with road and in-
clement weather conditions, which was picked
up by many local radio channels.

Mr. Taylor was an avid World War Il history
buff, and read countless books on the subject.
He loved the California State University, Fres-
no Bulldogs and attended football, basketball
and softball games each season. He enjoyed
traveling around the state following the Bull-
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dogs along side his family and friends. He
spent the majority of his time with his family
and always looked forward to cooking for fam-
ily events and Bulldog tailgates.

Mr. Taylor is preceded in death by his moth-
er, father, brother, Leroy Tracy; sisters lone
Gass and Joyce Alfors; and grandson Scott
Page. He is survived by his loving wife, Mary
Jane; sons and daughter-in-laws, Tracy, Greg
and Jeannie, Kevin and Renee, and Patrick;
grandchildren, Teri, Darren, Daniel and his
wife Alisa, Christopher, Jacob, Kelsi, Debbie
and her husband Paul Gress and Dustin John-
son; great-grandchildren, Hayden, Danielle,
Austin, Kristen and Seth; brother, Bryan; sis-
ters, Christine and Jennifer and numerous
nieces and nephews.

Madam Speaker, | invite my colleagues to
join me in honoring the life of Jim “Trooper”
Taylor and wishing the best for his family.

———

HONORING MR. EDWARD WRIGHT

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 2, 2010

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to the years of service given to
the people of Chautauqua County by Mr. Ed-
ward Wright. Mr. Wright served his constitu-
ency faithfully and justly during his tenure as
the Mina Town Attorney.

Public service is a difficult and fulfilling ca-
reer. Any person with a dream may enter but
only a few are able to reach the end. Mr.
Wright served his term with his head held high
and a smile on his face the entire way. | have
no doubt that his kind demeanor left a lasting
impression on the people of Chautauqua
County.

We are truly blessed to have such strong in-
dividuals with a desire to make this county the
wonderful place that we all know it can be. Mr.
Wright was dedicated to this goal and that is
why, Madam Speaker, | rise in honor of him
today.

HONORING GEORGE HAEUBER,
MAPLE SHADE TOWNSHIP MAN-
AGER, UPON HIS RETIREMENT

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 2, 2010

Mr. ANDREWS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the retirement of Mr. George
Haeuber with recognition of his outstanding
contributions in government service.

Mr. Haeuber's devotion to public service
began in March 1974 as Administrative Assist-
ant to the Township Manager in the Township
of Teaneck, New Jersey. From there he con-
tinued his public service as Borough Adminis-
trator of the Borough of Leonia, New Jersey.
Mr. Haeuber became Township Manager of
the Township of Maple Shade, Maple Shade,
New Jersey in July 1984. As Township Man-
ager, Mr. Haeuber served as chief administra-
tive and executive officer of the Township, re-
sponsible for the day-to-day operations of the
Township, and the preparation, presentation
and administration of the Township budget.
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Mr. Haeuber supervised all aspects of munic-
ipal operations and provided for the effective
and efficient fulfilment of Township Council
policy.

Mr. Haeuber also pioneered the formulation
of local self-insurance pools. He served from
1987 to 1992 as chairman of the Executive
Committee of the Professional Municipal Man-
agement Joint Insurance Fund. He served as
a member of the Executive Committee of the
Statewide Municipal Excess Liability Joint In-
surance Fund (MELJIF) from 1988 to 1992
and from 1996. He chaired the committee
from 1997 to 1999. In addition, Mr. Haeuber
was Fund Commissioner, Municipal Excess Li-
ability Residual Claims Fund, and Chairman of
MELJIF Audit Committee.

Mr. Haeuber's commitment to Maple Shade
is also evidenced through his civic/community
service affiliations. Mr. Haeuber is an active
member of the Maple Shade Rotary Club,
serving as its chairman in 1990-91, and Youth
Chairman since 1986. Furthermore, Mr.
Haeuber has been deeply involved in Boy
Scouts of America Burlington County Coun-
ci—Young Adults Division, as a member of
the Council Exploring Committee from 1993 to
1998 and as chairman of the Service Team
from 1993 to 1998.

Madam Speaker, the work of Mr. Haeuber is
truly praiseworthy. | wish Mr. Haeuber the best
of luck upon retirement and | thank him for his
commitment to his community.

———

HONORING REVEREND DR.
RONALD L. OWENS

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 2, 2010

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Reverend Dr. Ronald L. Owens and
to congratulate him on his 20th Pastoral Anni-
versary with the New Hope Baptist Church in
Metuchen, New Jersey. His presence in the
church has uplifted his assembly and caused
membership to grow tremendously. Its growth
has been so large that the church now has a
full time staff of five to six associate ministers,
and more than thirty active ministries devoted
to serving the community.

In his twenty years with the New Hope Bap-
tist church, Dr. Owens has dedicated his life to
service and leadership. As the first ever Chap-
lain of the Metuchen Police and Fire Depart-
ments, Pastor Owens counsels those who
have experienced crisis and loss. He is also
the President and CEO of the House Of Hope
Community Development Corporation of New
Jersey, a non-profit organization that provides
permanent housing to families in need. Dr.
Owens has held numerous positions with Bap-
tist groups, including a period as the General
Secretary for the General Baptist State Con-
vention of New Jersey, an association of over
400 member churches.

Pastor Owens has been commended by
several organizations for his efforts in the
community. He was given the NAACP Merv
Alexander Political Award for his leadership in
Middlesex County. The YMCA of New Jersey
also decorated Dr. Owens with the Minority
Achievers Award. Alpha Phi Alpha, of which
Dr. Owens is a life time member, presented
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him with the Martin Luther King award for out-
standing academic achievement and commu-
nity service. In addition to all of these tremen-
dous achievements, Pastor Owens has re-
tained a loving relationship with his wife
Cheryl and raised two daughters, Tracy and
Kimberly.

Madam Speaker, it is my hope that my col-
leagues will join me in thanking the Reverend
Dr. Ronald L. Owens for his leadership and
service to New Jersey, as well as congratulate
him on his 20th anniversary with the New
Hope Baptist Church.

————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LINDA T. SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 2, 2010

Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of California.
Madam Speaker, on Thursday, January 21,
2010 | mistakenly voted “nay” on the vote on
the Senate Amendments to H.R. 730, the Nu-
clear Forensics and Attribution Act. | intended
to vote “yea.” Please accept this letter as clar-
ification.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE ENERGY
ASSISTANCE FOR AMERICAN
FAMILIES ACT

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 2, 2010

Mr. MARKEY of Massachusetts. Madam
Speaker, the Low-Income Home Energy As-
sistance Program, or LIHEAP, is a vital safety
net for millions of Americans. This winter, a
perfect storm of economic hardship, rising
heating oil prices, and increased demand for
home energy assistance is leading to a seri-
ous home energy crisis for millions of Ameri-
cans. The Energy Assistance for American
Families Act that | am introducing today would
increase the level of funding for LIHEAP and
expand its availability in order to protect mil-
lions of American families who are facing dif-
ficult choices this winter between paying for
food or paying for fuel.

The Energy Assistance for American Fami-
lies Act would increase the authorized funding
level for LIHEAP to $7.6 billion per year for fis-
cal years 2011 to 2014, an increase of $2.5
billion over the last authorized level, enacted
in 2005. The Energy Assistance for American
Families Act would also extend the expanded
eligibility levels that were included in the omni-
bus appropriations bills for fiscal years 2009
and 2010—giving states the option of helping
families with incomes up to 75 percent of the
State Median Income level.

According to the National Energy Assistance
Directors Association (NEADA), states as-
sisted 8.3 million households last year—more
than a 33 percent increase in the number of
households served from the previous year. In
my home state of Massachusetts, LIHEAP
funding helped 186,160 Massachusetts fami-
lies in 2009, according to the Campaign for
Home Energy Assistance.

However, overall demand for LIHEAP aid is
rising this year, in large part due to the eco-
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nomic downturn. NEADA estimates that 10
million households may apply for assistance
this year. Increasing the LIHEAP funding level
will allow states to meet this increased de-
mand and to continue to provide meaningful
aid.

Energy prices are also on the rise—average
household expenditures on heating oil this
winter are expected to increase to $1,911 from
$1,864 last winter, according to the Depart-
ment of Energy. The Energy Assistance for
American Families Act will allow grants to con-
tinue to cover a significant portion of home
heating bills.

Our economy may finally be heating up, but
the effects of a recession, periods of cold
weather, and rising energy prices are still hav-
ing a chilling effect on millions of American
families. Expanding LIHEAP’s funding and
availability is absolutely essential to help fami-
lies who are struggling this winter.

———————

HONORING THE RECIPIENTS OF
THE CAMDEN COUNTY FREEDOM
MEDAL

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 2, 2010

Mr. ANDREWS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to commend the twelve recipient win-
ners on receiving the 2010 Camden County
Freedom Medal. | commend them on being
honored for their commitment to their profes-
sion and their work on behalf of the commu-
nity.

The Freedom Medal is awarded to extraor-
dinary citizens of Camden County who have
unselfishly contributed their time and effort to
better their community and continue Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr.’s dream of bringing people to-
gether. Brief descriptions of these twelve re-
cipient winners are below.

Dr. Mumtaz H. Bodla played a vital role in
organizing fundraisers for several natural dis-
aster relief projects. Dr. Bodla has also con-
tributed to the food and clothing drive for the
homeless in Camden County. His tireless
dedication and time working for all of these
causes has not only benefited them but cer-
tainly his own community is enriched by his
presence and all of his hard work.

Mr. Kevin Jackson is a member of the
M.E.N. (Men Empowering Nations) Board and
serves as its Treasurer and invaluable mentor.
He shares his extensive education, rich em-
ployment and entrepreneurial experience with
the young men in positive ways. Mr. Jackson
epitomizes Dr. King’s beliefs and passes that
onto the young men in the community.

Ms. Madeline Shilling was one of the ear-
liest members of the Hi-Nella Fire Company’s
Ladies Auxiliary, for which she served as
President. She has always been active with
the skits the members of the Fire Company
and Auxiliary put on for their Socials. As a
dedicated volunteer over the years, Ms. Schil-
ling has impacted and benefited her commu-
nity.

Ms. Marilyn Torres is a community activist
who has served in a myriad of capacities
throughout the city of Camden. She served as
Acting President/Chairperson of the Camden
County Human Relations Commission, and
was later elected to the position of Chair-
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person due to her esteemed leadership. Ms.
Torres is dedicated to improving the quality of
life in her community.

Mr. Timothy Chatten serves as the Section
Chief of the Juvenile Unit of the Camden
County Prosecutor's Office. He has volun-
teered his services countless times in Biloxi,
Mississippi after Hurricane Katrina. His remod-
eling, reconstruction, and handy work skills
has helped dozens of families recovering from
the disaster. His faithful commitment and per-
sonal sacrifice to these people has not gone
unnoticed.

Ms. Marian Stoy has served as Hi-Nella Fire
Hall Girl Scout leader, a member on the PTA
local school board, and as an officer of the Hi-
Nella Fire Company Ladies Auxiliary. The aux-
iliary, during her term, donated over ninety-six
thousand dollars to the local Fire Company.
Over this period of time, she was instrumental
in instilling positive morals and values to hun-
dreds of young girls.

Rev. Charles E. Giddins Sr. is the Senior
Pastor of Victory Temple Community Church
of God In Christ in Camden New Jersey. He
has taught courses from Moody’s Bible Insti-
tute and the American Bible College and also
has held school bible study for city youth. Rev.
Giddins established a Day Care program so
that young mothers could go to work knowing
that their children were safe. Rev. Giddins
continues to serve and better his community
as he answers the call of God.

Mr. Qasim Hussain has provided leadership
as a member of The Pakistan-American Soci-
ety of South Jersey. He has spent countless
hours volunteering for several international
natural disaster relief missions, while helping
his own community with the yearly Christmas
collection of food, clothing and toys for the
homeless of Camden City. Mr. Hussain is not
only a shining example for this community, but
he has truly touched many lives by his dedica-
tion and generosity.

Ms. Christine Parry is the Chairperson for
the Human Concerns Ministries at St. Andrew
the Apostle Church in Gibbsboro. Ms. Parry
volunteers the majority of her time to the
Christian Cupboard, Prison Ministry, Nursing
Home Companion Ministry and Local Out-
reach Ministry. Many lives and families have
been assisted and touched by these various
ministries and by Ms. Parry’s unselfish service
to the community.

Ms. Jennifer Storer is a lifelong resident of
Camden County who unselfishly contributes to
her community as a member of the Black
Horse Pike Board of Education. She is a
major force on the Policy and Planning Com-
mittee and the Facilities, Security and Trans-
portation Committee as well. She also won the
Renaissance Achievement Award for her lead-
ership and service. Her dedication and service
to the community, especially the youth, will
continue to impact the community.

Mr. William and Mrs. Patricia McCargo have
distinguished themselves as advocates for the
rights of the underserved and the promotion of
the equity and fairness as President and Cor-
responding Secretary of the Cherry Hill African
American Civic Association. They are exem-
plary models of the vision and dreams of Dr.
King. As Cherry Hill natives and graduates of
Cherry Hill High School West, they know the
meaning of qualitative education.

Madam Speaker, the work of these twelve
individuals is truly praiseworthy. | congratulate
the 2010 Camden County Freedom Medal
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