E1174

their interests while ensuring their voices were
heard in the State House. Pam has had an
excellent career in public service, and | wish
her the best of luck in her new position as Ex-
ecutive Director of the Delaware Farm Bureau.

——————

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL CARIB-
BEAN-AMERICAN HERITAGE
MONTH

SPEECH OF

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 22, 2010

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, | rise in sup-
port of House Resolution 1369, which recog-
nizes the significance of National Caribbean-
American Heritage Month. Since June of
2006, the White House has issued an annual
proclamation recognizing June as the national
Caribbean-American Heritage Month. Carib-
bean’s have made important contributions in
all facets of American life from the arts to ath-
letics, science and service.

Actors Sidney Poitier and Harry Belafonte
and Journalist Malcolm Gladwell are Carib-
bean-Americans who have achieved greatness
in their careers as well as in their communities
as humanitarians and activists.

Mr. Poitier, Mr. Belafonte, and Mr. Gladwell
have not only paved the way for their fellow
Caribbean-Americans, but also for many other
Americans who aspire to be musicians, jour-
nalists, actors and agents of change. For the
past 50 years, Poitier has been an example to
all Americans because of the work he did to
help break down barriers in film and cinema.
Poitier was recently awarded the 2009 Presi-
dential Medal of Freedom because of his post-
Hollywood activities. Belafonte has earned the
titte “King of Calypso” for popularizing Carib-
bean style music. Belafonte was also recently
awarded the Hubert H. Humphrey Civil and
Human Rights Award for his lifelong efforts for
equality and justice. Malcolm Gladwell is a
best-selling author who TIME magazine recog-
nized in 2005 as one of the 100 most influen-
tial people in the world. His works have shown
us the importance of looking at life with a crit-
ical eye and finding the small factors that have
large consequences in our lives.

Because of their fame, Mr. Poitier, Mr.
Belafonte and Mr. Gladwell have been prop-
erly recognized on multiple occasions; but it is
imperative that we recognize the Caribbean-
American Community as a whole because the
diversity and talent they bring to the United
States enriches and strengthens our country.

————
HONORING EDNA V. BAEHRE,
PH.D., COLLEGE PRESIDENT OF
HACC, CENTRAL PENNSYLVA-

NIA’S COMMUNITY COLLEGE

HON. TIM HOLDEN

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, June 23, 2010

Mr. HOLDEN. Madam Speaker, | wish to
honor Dr. Edna Victoria Baehre for service as
College President for HACC, Central Penn-
sylvania’s Community College. Dr. Baehre has
been the longest serving President of HACC,
having held the position for 13 years.
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Dr. Baehre is a 1971 graduate of
Paedagogishce Hochschule in Heidelburg,
Germany and holds M.A. and Ph.D. degrees
from the State University of New York at Buf-
falo. Her dedication to education has been dis-
played throughout her life, having held execu-
tive positions at community colleges in lllinois
and New York before accepting the position of
President of HACC in 1997.

During her time at HACC, Dr. Baehre has
led the institution through four successive stra-
tegic plans, and has laid the groundwork for a
fifth. Her vision and leadership have aided the
college in meeting the ever-changing and in-
creasing demands for a trained and educated
workforce within South-Central Pennsylvania.
Dr. Baehre’s contribution to the college is also
displayed in the undergraduate student enroll-
ment increase from 10,250 in 1997 to nearly
25,000 today. Additionally, 50,000 citizens are
currently enrolled in non-credit programs,
workforce training, and public safety training.

| congratulate Dr. Baehre on her achieve-
ments as President of HACC and for her con-
tribution in aiding the college to expand both
in numbers and in status. Her dedication and
leadership are to be admired and celebrated,
and | wish her the best of luck as she takes
her new post as President of Napa Valley
Community College.

———

HONORING ABIGAIL FRONICK AND
NATASHA SANFORD

HON. RUSS CARNAHAN

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 23, 2010

Mr. CARNAHAN. Madam Speaker, | rise to
honor and acknowledge Abigail Fronick and
Natasha Sanford, two young people from the
Third Congressional District who are truly a
credit to both the State of Missouri and the na-
tion as a whole.

Abigail and Natasha have been selected to
receive the Congressional Award for their out-
standing efforts in community service and per-
sonal development. Each devoted over four
hundred hours of voluntary public service to
St. Louis Irish Arts, where they taught and
performed traditional Irish dance for the ben-
efit of people of all ages.

As is required for the Congressional Award,
each of these young women also completed
an expedition of personal discovery, traveling
to Ireland to become immersed in a different
culture and study Irish music.

Natasha and Abigail have both dem-
onstrated a passion for self-discovery through
the examination of traditional Irish culture, and
extended that passion to the education and
betterment of others within their community.

Young people such as these show a prom-
ising future for the United States, and | am
proud and honored to have such individuals in
the Third Congressional District of the great
state of Missouri. | find it fitting that we should
recognize their achievements here today, and
| look forward to how they will continue to
apply themselves in the future.
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CONGRATULATING CHELSEY
HOFER AND ANGEL MILLENDER,
WINNERS OF THE 2010 CONGRES-
SIONAL AWARD GOLD MEDAL

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 23, 2010

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to congratulate two of my constitu-
ents, Chelsey Marie Hofer and Angel
Millender, the recipients of the 2010 Congres-
sional Award Gold Medal, the United States
Congress’ only award for American youth.
Earning this award requires at least 400 hours
of community service, including 200 hours of
both personal development and physical fit-
ness activities, and a four-night expedition or
exploration. Since 1979, the Congressional
Award has inspired our Nation’s youth to set
and achieve personally challenging goals that
build character and foster community service,
personal development, and citizenship.

| have done a lot during my lifetime, yet |
was amazed to see how much these two have
accomplished at such a young age. Having
volunteered at organizations like the American
Red Cross, Girl Scouts of the USA, and Peo-
ple to People International, Ms. Chelsie Marie
Hofer has shown great humility and persever-
ance. As Ms. Hofer said: “| learned that by
setting goals and working hard, | can achieve
anything.” Mr. Angel Millender is passionate
and determined. He took the initiative to be of
service at his local hospital's Intensive Care
Unit to assist individuals dealing with traumatic
experiences. Mr. Millender also surrounded
himself with positive young men by joining the
“Men of Tomorrow” youth group. Both award
winners traveled internationally for their “Expe-
dition Experience”’—Ms. Hofer to Japan and
Mr. Millender to Panama, where they em-
braced the local culture and history.

Madam Speaker, Martin Luther King, Jr.,
said: “Life’s most persistent and urgent ques-
tion is, ‘What are you doing for others?’” The
recipients of the Gold Medal are shining ex-
amples of a sense of civic duty at an early
age. | congratulate both Ms. Chelsey Hofer
and Mr. Angel Millender of West Palm Beach,
Florida, on this incredible achievement. | am
inspired by their energy, passion and commit-
ment to service their community.

Madam Speaker, it is my pleasure to recog-
nize the 23rd Congressional District of Flor-
ida’s recipients of the 2010 Congressional
Award Gold Medal for all they have done to
serve the Palm Beach County community and
| wish them much success in their future en-
deavors.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. CAROLYN McCARTHY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 23, 2010

Mrs. McCARTHY of New York. Madam
Speaker, yesterday, | missed 3 votes. Had |
been present, | would have voted as follows.

Rollcall No. 376, on the Motion to Suspend
the Rules and Agree to H. Con. Res. 288, |
would have voted “yea.”

Rollcall No. 377, on the Motion to Suspend
the Rules and Agree to H. Res. 546, | would
have voted “yea.”
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Rollcall No. 378, on the Motion to Suspend
the Rules and Agree to H. Res. 1407, | would
have voted “yea.”

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 23, 2010

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, on June
17, 2010, | was unavoidably detained and was
unable to record my vote for Rollcall No. 372.
Had | been present | would have voted: Roll-
call No. 372: “yes”—Cao of Louisiana Amend-
ment.

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL CARIB-
BEAN-AMERICAN HERITAGE
MONTH

SPEECH OF

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 22, 2010

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Caribbean-American Heritage
Month and the contributions of Caribbean-
Americans to this Nation. Since 2006, the
United States has celebrated the rich and di-
verse history of Caribbean-American peoples
and the many successes of Caribbean-Ameri-
cans during the month of June.

Parallels have often been drawn between
the history of the United States and that of
Caribbean nations. Like America, Caribbean
nations saw the need to resist tyrannical Euro-
pean leadership and create new democracies.

The first Caribbean immigrants came to
America in 1619 as indentured servants in
Jamestown, and since then have played an in-
creasingly large role in American society and
in the lives of Americans. Since 1820, millions
of people have immigrated to the United
States from the Caribbean region, and now
Americans of Caribbean descent reside in all
fifty states of the Union.

Since our Nation’s inception, Caribbean-
Americans have played important roles in
every aspect of American life. Alexander Ham-
ilton, a founding father and the first Secretary
of the Treasury, was a Caribbean immigrant.
Other notable Caribbean-Americans include
Colin Powell, a former four-star general and
Secretary of State, Shirley Chisholm, the first
black candidate for president and the first
woman to run for the Democratic nomination,
Eric Holder, the current Attorney General,
Sydney Poitier, the first African-American to
win the Academy Award for best actor, and
Stokely Carmichael, a black power activist.

Throughout the years, Caribbean-American
culture has become engrained in American so-
ciety, but has managed to remain distinct and
unique. Caribbean-American music, language,
literature, film, food, festivals, and culture are
enjoyed by all Americans.

Without a doubt, the influence of Caribbean-
Americans on American culture has been
great.

| respect and admire all that Caribbean-
Americans have done for the United States in
the past and in the present, and | look forward
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to the continued flourishing of Caribbean-
American culture.

IN HONOR OF JEFFREY POTTER

HON. THADDEUS G. McCOTTER

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 23, 2010

Mr. MCCOTTER. Madam Speaker, today |
rise to honor the extraordinary life of Jeffrey
Potter and to mourn him upon his passing at
the age of 58.

Born on June 15, 1952, Jeff Potter dedi-
cated his life to serving his community and his
country. A graduate of Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity, Jeff retired from Ford Motor Company
after 30 years of employment. Jeff loved his
community and his community loved him.

Jeff was elected to the South Lyon City
Council in November 1987 serving until No-
vember 1989 when he was elected mayor of
South Lyon, serving 13 years until being elect-
ed to serve on the Oakland County Board of
Commissioners. During his tenure on the Oak-
land County Commission, Mr. Potter chaired
the public services committee and served on
the general government and finance commit-
tees. He hoped to continue to represent the
constituents of Oakland County’s 8th district
by retaining his seat this fall. Jeff also served
as a Member/Delegate to SEMCOG and was
a member of the Oakland County Library
Board.

Jeffrey Potter was an active proponent of
community partnerships, hoping to reduce the
cost of government while adding to Oakland
County’s quality of life. He was an organizer
and founding community sponsor of the Huron
Valley Trail System, which connects many
Oakland communities and area parks. Jeff
Potter authored a Strategic Land Acquisition
project in an effort to preserve land for “green
space” and future parks. As then-Mayor Pot-
ter, Jeff was honored with the Distinguished
Leadership in Joint Public Services Award,
1998, and Outstanding Project Award, 1998,
for southeastern Michigan.

Regrettably, on June 21, 2010, Jeffrey Pot-
ter passed from this earthly world to his eter-
nal reward. He is survived by his beloved wife,
Andra, his sons, Michael and Daniel and his
daughter, Jessica. A courageous and honor-
able man, Jeff will be sorely missed.

Madam Speaker, Jeff will be long remem-
bered as a compassionate father, a dedicated
husband, a leader, and a friend. Jeff was a
man who deeply treasured his family, friends,
community and his country. Today, as we bid
Jeff farewell, | ask my colleagues to join me
in mourning his passing and honoring his un-
wavering patriotism and legendary service to
our country and our community.

—

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE WEL-
LINGTON-NAPOLEON BOYS
TRACK AND FIELD TEAM

HON. IKE SKELTON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, June 23, 2010

Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, it is my
honor to inform the House that on Saturday,
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May 22, 2010, the Wellington-Napoleon High
School Tigers boys track and field team be-
came the 2010 Missouri Class 1 High School
State Champions.

The Tigers competed in a field of more than
120 teams throughout the state of Missouri.
The hard work and dedication that these
young men displayed throughout the season
was rewarded with their high school’'s first
track and field championship in 19 years. This
is a truly remarkable achievement, and | am
so very proud of these young men and their
selfless coaches.

Members of the team include: Ethan Arndt,
Nathan  Ardnt, Cody Banner, Blaine
Beissenherz, Christian Bryant, Taylor Bryant,
Johnny Good, Brandon Niendick, Dylon Reg-
ister, Blake Seitz, Dustin Seitz, Michael
Strickler, Brian Wallman, Cody Willard, and
Michael Woodall. The team was coached by
Quenton Bainbridge, Michelle McKown, and
Tristan Layman.

Madam Speaker, the members of the Wel-
lington-Napoleon High School Tigers track and
field team have distinguished themselves as
the 2010 Missouri Class 1 High School Track
and Field State Champions. | am sure that my
colleagues will join me in wishing Coaches
Bainbridge, McKown, and Layman and this re-
markable team all the best.

——————

IN HONOR OF CHIEF CLERK JOANN
HEDRICK

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE

OF DELAWARE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 23, 2010

Mr. CASTLE. Madam Speaker, it is with
great honor that | take the opportunity today to
recognize the career and accomplishments of
the retiring Chief Clerk of the Delaware House
of Representatives, JoAnn Hedrick. Ms.
Hedrick has provided three decades of invalu-
able service to Delaware’s General Assembly
and her presence will be greatly missed.

JoAnn has served my home state of Dela-
ware with dedication and grace. Since starting
in the House Republican Caucus in 1979, she
has shown the utmost devotion to the General
Assembly. JoAnn has held the position of
Chief Clerk for more than 25 years and has al-
ways put the needs of the Legislature first.
She is known for going above and beyond the
call of duty, willing to work late hours and lend
a hand when necessary.

In 2005, in recognition of her commitment to
and outstanding efforts in the General Assem-
bly, JoAnn was honored with the National
Conference of State Legislature’s prestigious
Legislative Staff Achievement Award. She has
held positions in various professional organi-
zations including a leadership role in the
American Society of Legislative Clerks and
Secretary.

It was my great pleasure to have been able
to work with JoAnn during my eight years as
Governor and | am honored to be able to rec-
ognize her today. JoAnn will be remembered
for her loyalty and dedication to her profession
over the years, which has brought inspiration
to the staff and the members of Delaware’s
Legislature. Her service to the state of Dela-
ware is commendable, and | wish her a safe
and happy retirement.
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