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congratulate him on his new position of lead-
ership as State Commander of the Veterans of
Foreign Wars Department of Indiana.

——————

A TRIBUTE TO SHEILA STEWART-
BETEGON

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS-

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 17, 2010

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of Sheila Stewart-Betegon for
her tireless service to her community.

Sheila Stewart-Betegon was born August 22
in Colon in the Republic of Panama to Cath-
leen and August Stewart. She is the youngest
of three sisters; her older sisters are Maritza
Austin and Diana Street. She is married to
Porfirio Betegon; she has three children and
one grandchild.

Sheila graduated from Abel Bravo High
School in Colon and went to study law and
political science in the University of Panama.
She migrated to the United States in Decem-
ber of 1984.

Like many immigrants, Sheila took odd jobs
such as fast food restaurants, and working as
a messenger and mail clerk while pursuing the
American dream. As a determined and ambi-
tious woman with aspirations of growing pro-
fessionally, she completed her undergraduate
studies in criminal justice at John Jay College
in February 1989.

Thereafter she began to work for Miracle
Makers Inc., one of the largest minority non-
profit organizations in the State of New York.
For 16 years Sheila worked at Miracle Makers
Inc. and served the community in numerous
capacities: as a caseworker, supervisor and
coordinator for permanency planning. Sheila
monitored over fifty children annually in their
foster homes and schools and assessed the
goal of reunification of children and families.

In order to keep up with the increasing de-
mands for high level professionals, Sheila re-
turned to college and obtained a Masters de-
gree from Long Island University Brooklyn
Campus in 2001.

In 2005, Sheila carried over her experience
and skills in social service and social work in-
volving children and young adults to the Sal-
vation Army, one of the oldest social services
organizations in the United States. Sheila was
hired as a recruiting officer to find foster and
adoptive parents for children who could not re-
main with their biological family.

During this time Sheila volunteered her
service at “Prouecto de Trabajadores Latino
Americanos” providing instruction in English
as a second language to immigrants. Sheila is
a member of Free Will Church of God in
Christ where the pastor is Eddie Lacewell.
Sheila has been given the opportunity to bring
forth the word of God.

In 2006, Sheila returned to Panama for six
months to culminate her studies in law and
obtain her degree as a lawyer. She is cur-
rently employed as a Probation Officer for the
City of New York Department of Probation.

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
join me in recognizing the contributions of
Sheila Stewart-Betegon.
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THIRD TIME’S A CHARM FOR
SOUTHWESTERN RANDOLPH

HON. HOWARD COBLE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 17, 2010

Mr. COBLE. Madam Speaker, on behalf of
the citizens of the Sixth District of North Caro-
lina, we wish to extend our congratulations to
the Southwestern Randolph High School soft-
ball team for winning the North Carolina High
School Athletic Association State 3—A softball
championship for the third time in 4 years. The
Southwestern Randolph Cougars defeated
Crest High School 6-1 on June 5, 2010, at
Walnut Creek Softball Complex in Raleigh,
North Carolina, to win the title.

The win did not come easily with the Cou-
gars trailing 1-0 after the third inning. After re-
adjusting to the Chargers’ pitching style and
hitting fewer pop-ups, the Cougars managed
to score a run in the fourth inning. Cougars’
pitcher Julia Calicutt was able to stop the
Chargers from scoring additional runs in the
fifth and sixth innings. Having played two sea-
sons behind Southwestern Randolph’s 4-year
starter Anna Maness, Calicutt was finally given
her chance to shine. Calicutt’s athleticism and
hard work gave the Cougars the opportunity
they needed to claim the state title.

The Cougars ended the game tacking on
three additional runs in the fifth inning and two
in the sixth. “It's an awesome feeling,” Calicutt
told the Asheboro Courier-Tribune. “There
were doubts at the beginning of the season.
We had to do this to prove ourselves,” added
Calicutt.

The championship team members included:
Cythnia Hayes, Hannah Hughes, Erin Billups,
Olivia Hickman, Julia Callicutt, Kelsey Hoover,
Victoria Hunt, Sydney Hyder, Sloane King,
Ashia Nicholson, Kaylee King, Paige Parrish,
Hayleigh Clapp, Brooke Hayes, Hagan Kiser,
Felicia Brady, Braden Newlin, and Alexandria
O’Connell. Assisting Head Coach Ricky Mar-
tinez were Brook Smith, Robert Hayes and
Wendell Seawell.

Again, we would like to congratulate South-
western Randolph High School’s softball team,
faculty, staff, students, and fans for an out-
standing championship season.

A TRIBUTE TO NATHAN BRADLEY
HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS-

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 17, 2010

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of Nathan Bradley for his contin-
ued involvement in his community.

Nathan Bradley was born and raised in
Brooklyn, and educated in the New York City
Public School system. He is a veteran of the
United States Army and has studied advanced
micro  electronics  technology, = computer
science and graphic design. Upon completion
of his education, Nathan worked for an infor-
mation technology company wherein he in-
stalled networks, was responsible for trouble-
shooting and repaired computers. He also
worked in the Graphic Design Department
where he was a Senior Project Manager.

In 1989 Nathan became actively involved in
the Ronald Brown Democratic Club. Through
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the years he has developed an extensive
background in community relations from orga-
nizing faith based and community based orga-
nizations, youth groups and groups with vary-
ing ethnic backgrounds such as Jewish, Rus-
sian, Hispanic, Caribbean and African Amer-
ican.

Nathan has been involved in various elec-
toral campaigns at the Federal, State, city and
judicial levels. He has served in the capacity
of Campaign Manager, Deputy Campaign
Manager and Field Operation Coordinator
throughout the borough of Brooklyn. In these
various capacities, Nathan has been pro-
foundly involved in grassroots organizing,
voter registration drives, door to door can-
vassing, phone banks, and petition drives.

Nathan has served as a Chief of Staff to a
member of the New York State Assembly. He
is currently the Deputy Chief of Staff for the
Majority conference leader of the New York
State Senate, the Honorable John L. Samp-
son. He is also the Chairman of Brooklyn
Community Board #5, a member of the Com-
munity Advisory Board at Brookdale Hospital,
a member of the Board of Directors of East
New York Kids Power, and also a member of
the Board of Directors of the True Worship
Church.

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
join me in recognizing the achievements of
Nathan Bradley.

TRIBUTE TO HONOR FLIGHT OF
OREGON

HON. GREG WALDEN

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 17, 2010

Mr. WALDEN. Madam Speaker, | rise on
the occasion of Oregon’s inaugural Honor
Flight journey of 24 of Oregon World War Il
and Korean War era veterans to visit their me-
morials here in Washington, DC. On behalf of
a grateful congressional delegation, state, and
country, | welcome these heroes to our na-
tion’s capital where | am honored to host a
special recognition event for them.

The veterans on this Honor Flight are World
War Il veterans: Jim Cate, U.S. Marine Corps;
Don Daugherty, U.S. Navy; Russell “Gunner”
Day, U.S. Navy; Al Grant, U.S. Navy; Bob
Haskin, U.S. Army Air Corps; Hank Henson,
U.S. Army Air Corps; Don Huebsch, U.S. Ma-
rine Corps; Anne Laraia, U.S. Air Force;
Rocco Laraia Jr., U.S. Navy, Army, Air Force;
Ed LeRoy, U.S. Navy; Dennis “Mac”
McManus Sr., U.S. Army; Paul Miller, U.S.
Army; Richard Miller, U.S. Army; Ed More-
head, U.S. Army Air Corps; Marvin “Bud”
Morss, U.S. Air Force; Al E. Rogers, U.S.
Navy; Ken Shideler, U.S. Army; Samuel
“Smitty” Smith, U.S. Navy; Bill Spencer, U.S.
Marine Corps; Don Spencer Sr., U.S. Army Air
Corps; George “Vince” Stauffer, U.S. Coast
Guard; Vyrl “Ed” Sweeney, U.S. Army; and
Ervin “Van” Van Blaricom, U.S. Marine Corps.

Madam Speaker, these 24 veterans from
Oregon join more than 35,000 veterans from
across the country who, since 2005, have
traveled to our nation’s capital to visit and re-
flect at memorials built here in their honor.
This Honor Flight was made possible thanks
to generous donations and contributions from
the public to honor these American heroes.
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We truly can never repay the debt we owe
these soldiers, sailors, airmen, Marines, and
Coast Guardsmen who put themselves in
harm’s way to protect us and our liberty and
freedom. The sacrifices made by these out-
standing citizens—and the families they left
behind—are truly incredible. Without their
honor, courage, commitment, and sacrifice, we
would not enjoy the freedoms we cherish
today.

Please join me in thanking these Oregon
veterans and the volunteers of Honor Flight of
Oregon for their dedication, commitment, and
service to our great nation. May God bless
them and may God Bless America.

———

A TRIBUTE TO MARY ELIZABETH
WHITEHEAD CLARK

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS-

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 17, 2010

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of Mary Elizabeth Whitehead
Clark for her dedication to service and work as
a community activist.

Mary Elizabeth Catten, the oldest of six chil-
dren, was born on October 8, 1938 in Frank-
lin, Virginia where her family owned and
worked their land and grew fruits, and vegeta-
bles. After having her first child, Arlinda, sav-
ing her money and getting married to Jesse
Whitehead, she moved her family to the East
New York section of Brooklyn, New York. She
and her husband have five other children:
Jesse Jr., Jacqueline, Johnette, John and Jua-
nita, and raised five of her husband’s nieces
and nephews.

Mary became Director of a daycare in East
New York that employed 10 adults as well as
15 neighborhood youth during the summer.
Through her strong leadership in the commu-
nity of East New York, Mary played a key role
in working with Community Board 5, and
former Mayor of New York City, the Honorable
Abraham “Abe” Beame, in mapping out the
new housing developments that were built in
East New York, currently known as the Nehe-
miah homes. Mary started a block association
on Sutter Avenue to improve the conditions in
the neighborhood of Community Board 5.

Mary’s family outgrew their Sutter avenue
apartment and later moved into a house in the
Bedford Stuyvesant section of Brooklyn. She
gave birth to a second set of twins (Mary and
Marty) that gave her and Jesse 13 children to
raise.

Mary started another block association in
her new neighborhood on Halsey Street. She
was always involved in the schools that her
children attended. Sadly, her beloved husband
passed away in 1974. Shortly thereafter, Mary
began attending the Macedonia Disciples of
Church of God in Christ. She served as the
pastor's aide and became a member of the
usher’s board. She also became involved with
the church food pantry, which distributes food
to individuals and families in the Bedford
Stuyvesant community. The church was an in-
tegral part of Mary’s life and helped to make
sure that her entire family knew God. Mary is
still an active member of the church to this
day and continues to tirelessly run the food
pantry. Mary continues to maintain a presence
in the schools that her children attended and
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served as President of the P.T.A. of P.S. 93,
J.H.S. 258, and Boys and Girls High School.
Mary inspires everyone she meets to make a
better life for their families and communities.

As her children grew old enough to care for
themselves, Mary went back to school and
trained to become a home health aide. After
successfully completing school and working
for a while as a home health aide, she began
teaching home health aide courses at the re-
quest of the directors of her school. Mary re-
tired after many years of teaching, but her
teaching days were far from over. Mary raised
two of her many grandchildren, ran the food
pantry and served as President of the Nurses
Unite organization at her church. Mary was re-
married to Mr. James Clark and moved to the
Bushwick section of Brooklyn where she con-
tinues to be an active member of her block as-
sociation. The Mary Elizabeth Whitehead
Clark legacy of community activism is contin-
ued by her children who are all in some as-
pects involved in politics, and community ac-
tivism.

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
join me in recognizing the achievements of
Mary Elizabeth Whitehead Clark.

————

TRIBUTE TO LES RICHTER
HON. KEN CALVERT

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 17, 2010

Mr. CALVERT. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize and honor the life of Leslie Alan
Richter, an accomplished athlete, successful
businessman, outstanding community member
and close personal friend of mine. On June
12, 2010, Les passed away at the age of 79.
Though Les has passed on from this life, he
leaves a lasting legacy of generosity and ac-
complishment that will never be forgotten.

Born in Fresno, California, on October 6,
1930, Les attended the University of Cali-
fornia, Berkeley, where he played football and
graduated as valedictorian of his class in
1952. Before starting a career in professional
football, Les served 2 years in the U.S. Army
during the Korean War. In 1954, he started
with the Los Angeles Rams, who traded a
record 11 players in order to get Les. He
played linebacker and place kicker for the
Rams for nine seasons—eight of those being
All-Pro. In 1982 he entered the College Foot-
ball Hall of Fame, and he is still considered
one of the greatest linebackers in professional
football.

After retiring from football, Les’ interests
turned to auto racing, and from 1963 to 1984
he ran the Riverside Raceway in Riverside,
California. He then moved to Daytona Beach,
Florida, where he worked for NASCAR for 10
years, and was named executive vice presi-
dent of competition in 1986, and the senior
vice president of operations in 1992. He is
largely recognized as one of three key race
track executives that helped guide and advise
NASCAR founder “Big Bill” France, who made
NASCAR the success it is today. Les built var-
ious tracks around the NASCAR circuit and
was influential in helping expand the sport’s
national appeal. After leaving NASCAR, Les
returned to Riverside, where he oversaw the
development of the Auto Club Speedway.

Aside from his professional endeavors, Les
was known for contributing to the community
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of Riverside. In fact, Les was an original mem-
ber of the Monday Morning Group, a group of
civic and business leaders who come to
Washington every year to meet with legislators
from southern California to further the goals of
the Inland Empire region. Additionally, Les
chaired the board of the Greater Riverside
Chambers of Commerce and also served on
the Riverside Community College District
board of trustees.

Les is survived by his wife, Marilyn; daugh-
ter, Anne Guerrucci; and three grandchildren.

Although Les was known for his great suc-
cess in his profession, he will be remembered
for his gentle manner, humility and great
sense of humor. | have personally been influ-
enced by Les, and consider him one of my
most valued mentors.

On behalf of all those who knew him, it is
an honor to offer these remarks as a tribute to
the life and legacy of my friend Les Richter.
His life and presence will be sorely missed
and | extend my condolences to his dear fam-
ily and friends.

—————

A TRIBUTE TO DR. JEFFREY A.
McKOY

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS-

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 17, 2010

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of Dr. Jeffrey A. Mckoy for his
dedication to educational pursuits and his
work in the field of psychotherapy.

Dr. Jeffrey A. Mckoy was born in Kingston,
Jamaica. He migrated to the United States
and later moved to Brooklyn, New York to join
his family. He attended several universities
and obtained a Bachelor's degree and Mas-
ter's degree and a Doctor of Science in Clin-
ical Psychology.

At the age of 15, Dr. Mckoy began to realize
the importance of education and by the time
he was 17, he migrated to the United States.
He enrolled in an alternative program night
school and worked part-time. He found out
quickly that a minimum wage job was not
going to get him through college. This created
a need to fund his educational pursuits. In
1980, he joined the Board of Education as a
Family Paraprofessional, where he was able
to gain valuable experience and support for
his education. In the years in the Department
of Education, he was able to attend college
and graduated in 1989. He did not stop there;
he later enrolled in Brooklyn College.

In 1989, he joined the family District Council
37, Local 372 and served as Released Time
Representative for approximately 8 years. It
was there that he met and fell in love with his
wife Gloria. He later reentered the Board of
Education in 1996 as a teacher. He taught So-
cial Studies and various subjects in middle
school and High School. His wife has been
supportive of his efforts through the years.

Dr. Mckoy is a psychotherapist; he currently
owns and operates the mental health clinic Vi-
sionary Mental Health Counseling Service,
P.C. in Brooklyn. The clinic offers counseling
and psychotherapy treatments, evaluations,
treatments for ADHD, ADD, ODD, anxiety,
grief and loss, work and career issues, stress,
and autism and Aspergers disorders.
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