June 17, 2010

someone to join a gang; he had come to her
in search of help and hope. Ms. Garabed im-
mediately jumped into action with faith and a
vision for the community. Without a building,
program or money, she started a summer pro-
gram for children on the church lawn.

Ms. Garabed worked tirelessly and contin-
ued to knock on doors that remained closed
for many years. She was determined to gain
support and cultivate good will for this young
boy and many others like him. She found a
few volunteers that were willing to share their
time, skills and talent to replace their violent
activities with role models and productive pro-
grams. Over the years, the original summer
program grew into Stone Soup Fresno, a
multi-million dollar community center, offering
health services, education, cultural preserva-
tion and leadership development.

Stone Soup Fresno, under Ms. Garabed’s
leadership, has impacted a number of lives.
The literacy rate of almost one thousand chil-
dren served by the organization has shown
dramatic improvement, based on pre-post test
scores from standardized tests. More than one
hundred and twenty young leaders from the
neighborhood have graduated from the Stone
Soup’s leadership program, increasing leader-
ship in the community. There are two hundred
new Hmong refugee families in the process of
becoming new Americans who have partici-
pated in civic activities through Stone Soup.
Ms. Garabed also helps to empower young
Hmong women to become advocates in their
community.

Since the conception of Stone Soup Fresno,
Ms. Garabed has been recognized for the ex-
emplary work she does. The organization has
received the “Presidential Points of Light
Award”, “Distinguished Public Service Award”
from Delta Gamma Chi State chapter, the
Fresno Police Department’'s “Outstanding Cit-
izen Award”, “Temple Beth Israel Social Ac-
tion Award”, “Spirit Award” from the Volunteer
Bureau, and “Leadership Award” from the
Central California Forum on Refugee Affairs.
HUD has recognized Stone Soup’s steward-
ship as a “Best Practice” in developing the
community center.

Madam Speaker, | rise today to commend
and congratulate Kathleen Garabed upon her
dedicated service to, and retirement from,
Stone Soup Fresno. | invite my colleagues to
join me in wishing Ms. Garbed many years of
continued success.

COMMENDING MAYOR RICHARD
ROY MICHEL

HON. RODNEY ALEXANDER

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 17, 2010

Mr. ALEXANDER. Madam Speaker, it is
with great pride that | rise today to commend
Mayor Richard Roy Michel, who has devoted
over 28 years to serving Marksville, La.

Michel was Marksville High School's val-
edictorian in 1950. He received his B.S. de-
gree in 1953 from Louisiana State University
(LSU) of Baton Rouge, and continued his edu-
cation at LSU Medical School in New Orleans
graduating in 1957.

After marrying the former Margaret Bennett
in 1956, Michel served his country in the U.S.
Air Force from 1958 to 1960. He was a cap-
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tain and head of the OB GYN medical division
at Robins Air Force Base in Georgia. He also
worked as the Assistant Hospital Adminis-
trator.

In 1960, Michel returned to his hometown to
practice medicine at Marksville Hospital where
he continues to work today.

For nearly three decades, Michel has been
a businessman, politician, cattleman, and the
Marksville Mayor. He is credited with turning
Marksville from a town to a city by his notable
undertakings. He was instrumental in encour-
aging the expansion of the Super Wal-Mart
and assisting the Tunica-Biloxi Tribe in estab-
lishing the Paragon Casino. In addition, the
Marksville City Hall, Police Station, Fire Sta-
tion, City Courtroom and Marksville Water
System buildings were constructed under his
leadership as mayor.

Among his impressive list of endeavors,
Michel served as a charter member of the
American Academy of Family Practice, board
member of the Council on Aging, Cottonport
Bank, Airport Authority and Marksville Cham-
ber of Commerce. In addition, he was the first
president of the Avoyelles Mayor’s Association
and the first chief of staff at Avoyelles Hos-
pital.

Beyond his professional career, Michel and
his wife have two daughters, Margaret Suzone
Alfred and Donna Renee Lemoine, two grand-
daughters, one grandson and one great-
granddaughter.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in honoring Mayor Richard Roy Michel. His
unwavering commitment and compassionate
service to the Marksville community deserve
our gratitude.

————————

RECOGNIZING THE 150TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE VILLAGE OF ODIN

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
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Thursday, June 17, 2010

Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, today | rise
to recognize the village of Odin, lllinois, as
they celebrate their 150th anniversary.

The village was founded in 1860 near the
construction of the Atlantic, Mississippi and
Ohio Railroad and the lllinois Central Railroad
by Thomas Deadmond, Silas Barr, Samuel
McClelland, James Adams, Thomas Pigg and
John Hill. The strong character, respect and
honesty possessed by these founding fathers
are traits still held by Odin’s citizens today.

The village of Odin has made a significant
impact in the history of lllinois, despite its
small size. This thriving mining community has
supplied coal that powers the state of lllinois
and specifically University of lllinois at Urbana-
Champaign. It has also produced teachers,
doctors, attorneys and leaders benefiting both
the village and the state.

| would like to congratulate the village of
Odin and all of its citizens as they mark 150
years of accomplishments and wish them con-
tinued success and prosperity in the years to
come.
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Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise in support of H. Con. Res. 242, to honor
and praise the National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People on its 101st An-
niversary. The NAACP was founded in New
York City on February 12, 1909, because of
America’s pressing need for a large, coordi-
nated civil rights organization. Today, the
NAACP holds true to its initial values.

The objectives of the NAACP are:

To ensure the political, educational, social,
and economic equality of all citizens;

To achieve equality of rights and eliminate
race prejudice among the citizens of the
United States;

To remove all barriers of racial discrimina-
tion through democratic processes;

To seek enactment and enforcement of fed-
eral, state, and local laws securing civil rights;

To inform the public of the adverse effects
of racial discrimination and to seek its elimi-
nation; and

To educate persons as to their constitutional
rights and to take all lawful action to secure
the exercise thereof, and to take any other
lawful action in furtherance of these objec-
tives, consistent with the NAACP’s Atrticles of
Incorporation and this Constitution.

For 101 years the NAACP has remained
committed to ensuring the political, edu-
cational, social and economic equality of all
persons and to eliminate racial hatred and ra-
cial discrimination. The organization was origi-
nally founded out of the dire need for civil
rights among African Americans in the United
States. Today however, the NAACP is deter-
mined to advance the cause of civil rights not
only for African Americans, but for all Amer-
ican people, regardless of color.

The NAACP has aided in achieving the pas-
sage of several important pieces of legislation
throughout their 101-year existence. These in-
clude the Civil Rights Act, the Voting Rights
Act of 1965, and the Fair Housing Act. The
NAACP has also influenced several
groundbreaking legal cases that have ad-
vanced the causes of civil rights in our nation,
such as the 1954 Brown v. Board of Education
case. The NCAAP has and continues to serve
as a beacon to those who want to make a dif-
ference. They have proven that progress can
be made in the face of oppression through
non-violence and political action.

The NAACP claims over 360,000 members
and it continues to grow. Heading into its sec-
ond century of service, the NAACP is focused
on disparities in economics, health care, edu-
cation, voter empowerment and the criminal
justice system as is also continues its role as
a legal advocate for civil rights issues.

The organization remains just as committed
today to continuing the fight for political, so-
cial, educational and racial equality as it was
over a century ago when it was first con-
ceived. For this reason that | rise in support of
H. Con. Res. 242.
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Mr. BRADY of Texas. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor Mr. Joel L. Deretchin, a
great community leader and a dear friend. Mr.
Deretchin has held numerous leadership roles
throughout the community in The Woodlands,
Texas. Throughout his distinguished career,
Mr. Deretchin has served several executive
positions with many respected organizations in
the Woodlands area. He held leadership posi-
tions at The Woodlands Development Com-
pany, served as a board member of The
Woodlands Community  Association, and
served as President and sitting board member
of both the Woodlands Association and the
Woodlands Commercial Owners Association.

Mr. Deretchin has strived to keep the com-
munity focused on improving education in The
Woodlands by supporting and establishing
The University Center, The John Cooper
School and the Academy for Lifelong Learning
at Montgomery College—all which have given
valuable opportunities to students in and
around The Woodlands community. The Con-
roe Independent School District has recog-
nized and honored Mr. Deretchin’s achieve-
ments by naming one of their elementary
schools in his honor, the Joel L. Deretchin K—
6 Elementary School.

As you can see, he has truly impacted innu-
merable lives in The Woodlands community.
His servant leadership on the Interfaith of the
Woodlands Board and the South Montgomery
County/Woodlands Chamber of Commerce
Board are clearly evident as he continuously
volunteers his time and lends a hand to orga-
nizations and non-profits.

For his countless service efforts, Mr.
Deretchin was awarded “Citizen of the Year”
by the South Montgomery County/Woodlands
Chamber of Commerce in 1990. He was also
honored in 1999 as a “Hometown Hero” dur-
ing the Woodlands 25th Anniversary Celebra-
tion. While these awards and honors are sig-
nificant, nothing can truly commemorate the
extent of service Mr. Deretchin has provided
for his community. His leadership and commit-
ment to The Woodlands is selfless and some-
thing that merits applauding.

His compassionate heart as well as his de-
sire to help others has continued to drive him
to remain active throughout the community—
he never expected to be honored with these
awards, but boy is he deserving! Wanting
nothing in return, Mr. Deretchin committed
over 33 years to The Woodlands community
and has watched it flourish and grow. | know
Mr. Deretchin is proud to have been so heav-
ily involved in the community development of
The Woodlands, but | also know The Wood-
lands is proud to say he is one of our resi-
dents. The Woodlands has more than bene-
fited from his leadership, knowledge and phil-
anthropic focus.

Madam Speaker, it is such an honor to rec-
ognize Joel Deretchin as a significant part of
The Woodlands’ community and pay tribute to
his contributions to the people of The Wood-
lands as he retires, however there is no doubt
in my mind that he will continue be heavily in-
volved! | urge you to join me in recognizing
Mr. Deretchin and his achievements.
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Mr. HARE. Madam Speaker, | rise today in
sorrow at the news of the death of Stewart
Winstein, from Rock Island, lllinois in my Con-
gressional District.

Stewart was one of the most respected and
admired leaders in my community and built a
strong reputation for local activism, public
service and the belief that politics could be a
driving force for positive change in the lives of
everyday Americans. It is a legacy that will be
sorely missed in Rock Island, the city that
Stewart loved and called home.

As a child of the Great Depression, Stewart
and his family faced great poverty. It was a
powerful influence on him and | am sure in-
formed much of his success as an attorney
and a founding force of the Rock Island
Democratic Party.

As one of the greatest advocates for work-
ing men and women that | knew, | think his
legacy will be that he wanted to make sure
that other families didn’'t have to face the eco-
nomic hardships that he knew too well. And as
many in the Quad Cities can attest, whether it
was working people or the vast number of cli-
ents he represented through his law firm, it is
a legacy of great success.

Stewart put much of his energy and drive
into the legal practice he built. He started
practicing law in 1938 and established an
early reputation as a formidable attorney. In
1960, he founded the firm of Winstein,
Kavensky and Wallace with his two partners.
The firm thrived and grew through his drive
and dedication.

Stewart was dedicated not only to the long-
term growth of the Quad Cities but also to his
mission of public service. His title and posi-
tions in the community and local government
were numerous, including his long-time serv-
ice as chairman of the Quad City International
Airport Authority, his stint as President of the
Rock Island County Welfare Information and
Referral Services, and his role as the public
administrator, public guardian and conservator
for Rock Island County from 1974 to 1978.

The people he has inspired to pursue public
service in West Central lllinois and throughout
our state are almost too numerous to count,
but all of them can testify that he was an in-
spiration and a mentor as they have pursued
their callings. Stewart had a huge impact on
my life and my career of public service. He
was a valuable teacher who led by example
and | learned by witnessing the contributions
he made to the Democratic Party, numerous
charities, and local government. Above all, |
was proud to call him my friend. My thoughts
go out to Stewart’s family, especially his be-
loved son Arthur.
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RECOGNIZING THE MT. VERNON
ROTARY FOR 90 YEARS OF SERV-
ICE
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Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, today | rise
to honor the 90th anniversary of an important
community service organization in Mt. Vernon,
lllinois.

The Mt. Vernon Rotary Club was founded in
1920 and has grown into a vital element of the
community. For the past 90 years, the Mt.
Vernon Rotary Club, like Rotary clubs all
across our nation, has brought together local
business leaders in a friendly, casual setting,
where they discuss ways to band together and
serve the community. | applaud the willingness
of these Rotarians to step forward and serve
their community.

At the 90th anniversary celebration, this
year's Rotary Club President Dan Boehmer
summed up the spirit of the Rotary Club when
he told the Mt. Vernon Register-News,
“There’s such a rich history of people who
have done so many things in the community
for the sake of service itself. When you get
people together who know how to get things
done, you get a lot done in the community.”

| want to congratulate Mr. Boehmer and all
the members of the Mt. Vernon Rotary Club,
past and present, on celebrating their 90th an-
niversary, and to join with the other Members
of this House in wishing them continued suc-
cess for another 90 years and beyond.

HONORING GARY RAFFIA
HON. JOE COURTNEY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 17, 2010

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor a man whose generosity and
service to his community made this past Me-
morial Day an unforgettable one. Gary Raffia
of Enfield designed and built a spectacular
float for the town’s Memorial Day Parade—
one which served as a powerful tribute to our
state’s fallen heroes during the wars in lIraq
and Afghanistan. Gary’s star-shaped float was
draped in a banner displaying the name and
picture of every Connecticut soldier who paid
the ultimate price for their nation since 2001.
The perimeter of the float was decorated with
American flags.

Along with everyone present at Enfield’s
Memorial Day Parade, | was truly moved by
Gary’s tremendous act of citizenship. Not only
did he design and build this float, but he paid
for the entire project. Gary is a local farmer by
trade and the son of a World War |l veteran.
It was his friend Teddy, also a veteran, and
many others in the community that compelled
Gary to build this float. His tribute to Connecti-
cut’s fallen soldiers was a selfless act that em-
bodies the support and gratitude our troops
deserve on Memorial Day and throughout the
year. By creating this float and including it in
the parade, Gary honored equally those sol-
diers who were fortunate enough to come
home and those who were not.

Gary is a man with a history of making his
visions become a reality—much to the benefit
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