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embodied the community spirit that makes our
country so great.

George Hoddy, an extraordinarily accom-
plished businessman, booster, and philan-
thropist in Owosso, Michigan, died on Sunday
at the age of 105. His life is an example for
all Americans.

He moved to Owosso in 1936 as an enter-
prising young man, driven by a truly American
spirit to provide jobs and help Owosso recover
from the Great Depression.

He founded Universal Electric Company in
Owosso, becoming a community icon and pro-
viding steady employment for thousands.
George was a constant innovator, developing
ideas and obtaining 32 patents in the small-
motor field.

Not content with simply being a business
leader, George was also icon in many-commu-
nity organizations. A run-down of just a few of
those include Memorial Healthcare, the Rotary
Club, the Boy Scouts, Shiawassee YMCA and
YWCA, Shiawassee United Way, Owosso-
Corunna Area Chamber of Commerce,
Owosso Industrial Development Corporation,
the Shiawassee Foundation. His service truly
was life-long: he was a Mason for more than
80 years.

And there are many more. George’s involve-
ment illustrates how working together and giv-
ing back can better one’s community.

One of his crowning achievements was to
encourage Baker College to come to Owosso.
He served as the original Board of Regents
chair for Baker College of Owosso. Most re-
cently, he donated his home and four other
buildings to the school, and established a
scholarship in his and wife Lois’s names there.

He has been, rightly, called an “honorary
founding father” by Owosso’s Mayor. George
Hoddy’s belief in and commitment to the
founding strengths our nation; free enterprise,
limited government, and involvement in his
community made him a giant among men. |
valued his friendship and counsel. His life was
one to be truly celebrated.

HONORING JENNIFER SOPER
HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 17, 2010

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Madam Speaker,
| proudly pause to recognize Jennifer Soper of
Saint Joseph, Missouri. Jennifer is active in
the community through her work and has been
chosen to receive the YWCA Women of Ex-
cellence Award for Emerging Leader.

As managing attorney for the local office of
Legal Aid of Western Missouri, Jennifer leads
the largest individual unit within the organiza-
tion. She has dedicated her career to assisting
the underprivileged and victims of abuse, and
serves on several councils and committees
that further the interests of the less fortunate
and minority groups. Some of her accomplish-
ments include developing educational bro-
chures in multiple languages to inform clients
of their rights and obligations, facilitating pro-
grams to disperse that information, teaching a
course in family law, and recruiting interns.

Jennifer demonstrates excellence in her var-
ious roles as a volunteer. Her impact has
been extensive, both to the individuals she is
working to serve and to her co-workers whom
she serves alongside.
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Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in recognizing Jennifer Soper. Her
achievements and selfless acts of service
have impacted countless individuals in and be-
yond the St. Joseph Community. | am honored
to represent her in the United States Con-
gress.

—

GOVERNMENT EFFICIENCY, EF-
FECTIVENESS, AND PERFORM-
ANCE IMPROVEMENT ACT OF 2010

SPEECH OF

HON. BILL FOSTER

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 16, 2010

Mr. FOSTER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in strong support of H.R. 2142, The Govern-
ment Efficiency, Effectiveness, and Perform-
ance Improvement Act. This legislation will
force federal agencies and Congress to con-
front a crucial question: does the government
we have operate as efficiently and responsibly
as possible? By requiring agency heads to set
measurable goals, subjecting identified pro-
grams to frequent assessments, and by en-
hancing transparency, this bill goes a long
way towards creating an accountable, results-
oriented government.

Before coming to Congress, | was a sci-
entist and a businessman. In both science and
business, data, clear metrics, and measurable
goals guide any successful endeavor. The
same should be true of the federal govern-
ment. Whenever taxpayer dollars are spent,
the American people deserve to know whether
they’re getting their money’s worth. This
means identifying which agencies are working,
and which are not.

With deficits on an unsustainable long-term
course, we must have a mechanism in place
to ferret out wasteful spending and not hesi-
tate to slash underperforming programs. This
bill not only puts in place that mechanism, but
it also allows the public to participate in the
process. Agencies will be required to consider
public input on program goals and the criteria
by which they are assessed.

This bill is a victory for accountable govern-
ment and the American taxpayer. Those who
oppose it will say that it does not go far and
fast enough, but they will not dispute that it is
a step in the right direction. | urge my col-
leagues to support this legislation.

———

MEDIA HELPS ATTORNEY
GENERAL

HON. LAMAR SMITH

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 17, 2010

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Madam Speaker, the
media recently covered a meeting between At-
torney General Holder and police chiefs who
oppose Arizona’s new immigration enforce-
ment law. The stories left readers with the im-
pression their views were representative of
law enforcement officers.

That's not the case, as Investor's Business
Daily has pointed out:

The meeting was “staged by a liberal Wash-
ington lobby group . . .” that “describes itself
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as a ‘progressive’ organization ‘challenging
traditional police practices.””

They are “partnered with the ACLU and
[have] lobbied against even federal enforce-
ment of immigration laws.”

If a group of self-described “conservative”
law enforcement officers had met with Attor-
ney General Holder, the media would have
mentioned their bias in the news coverage—
if they bothered to cover the story at all.

——————

HONORING LONG-TIME LABOR
LEADER, ACTIVIST AND UCLA
SCHOLAR MR. JOHN DELLORO

HON. JUDY CHU

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 17, 2010

Ms. CHU. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
recognize a great loss to our community, Mr.
John Delloro, who passed on the morning of
June 5, 2010, at the young age of 39. My
heart goes out to his wife, Dr. Susan Suh,
their two young children, Mina and Malcolm,
and the rest of John’s family and friends.

Delloro was an extraordinary citizen, a pow-
erful advocate for social justice in Los Ange-
les, our Nation and beyond. He helped im-
prove the lives of many people in his short yet
fulfilling life, becoming a nationally recognized
labor leader, educator, organizer, teacher and
mentor well before the age of 40.

A Bruin through and through, John earned
his master’s degree in Asian American Studies
and his bachelor's degree in Psychology at
UCLA. He worked as a lecturer at UCLA’s
Asian Studies Department for three years, in-
spiring countless students to become involved
and active in their community.

During his tenure as a faculty member at
Los Angeles Trade Technical College, Delloro
helped groomed a new generation of union
leaders, teaching classes in politics and labor,
labor leadership and strategic planning for
labor unions.

John will always be remembered as a tire-
less advocate for working men, women and
families. He served as manager of the south-
west California area of the 90,000 member
SEIU Local 1000, the Union of California State
Workers and as staff director for the acute
care hospital division of SEIU Local 399. He
was a dedicated labor leader, spending count-
less hours organizing workers of all back-
grounds, from cooks in Las Vegas to court
employees in Los Angeles.

He was also a leading advocate for his own
Filipino American and APA community, co-
founding the Pilipino Workers Center of South-
ern California and serving as National Presi-
dent of the Asian Pacific Labor Alliance, AFL—
CIO, the largest and only national organization
dedicated to representing the interests of
Asian Pacific American working families.

| urge all my House colleagues to join me
in honoring my friend John Delloro for his re-
markable service and contribution to our coun-
try. He has made a true impact on lives of
many, and will be sorely missed.
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HONORING COMMUNITY ACTION
PARTNERSHIP OF GREATER
SAINT JOSEPH

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 17, 2010

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Madam Speaker,
| proudly pause to recognize Community Ac-
tion Partnership of Greater Saint Joseph. This
agency is active in the St. Joseph community
through their work and have been chosen to
receive the YWCA Women of Excellence
Award for Employer of Excellence.

Community Action Partnership has a 45
year history of empowering women and open-
ing doors of opportunity, through assistance to
young mothers in achieving college dreams to
providing development opportunities to help
maintain employment for mothers in need.
Many staff members began their careers as
program participants and have become super-
visors and leaders in the organization, all ex-
pressing a passion for their work and the
agency. With benefits that include flexible
hours, work-from-home options, healthcare for
both full and part-time employees, and time al-
lotted each week to attend classes, this agen-
cy is building a brighter future for 145 individ-
uals and their families. This employer is em-
powering its staff by encouraging involvement
in community organizations, local boards, and
leadership programs at the local, state and na-
tional level.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in recognizing Community Action Partner-
ship of Greater Saint Joseph. Their empower-
ment and dedication to their employees has
impacted countless individuals in and beyond
the Saint Joseph Community. | am honored to
represent this agency in the United States
Congress.

———

SMALL BUSINESS JOBS AND
CREDIT ACT OF 2010

SPEECH OF

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 16, 2010

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 5297) to create
the Small Business Lending Fund Program
to direct the Secretary of the Treasury to
make capital investments in eligible institu-
tions in order to increase the availability of
credit for small businesses, and for other
purposes:

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Chair, today | rise in
strong support of Small Business Lending
Fund Act of 2010. Small businesses are the
engine of economic growth where nearly two
out of three jobs are created. A recent study
found that 39 percent of small businesses
were struggling to access credit. Today’s leg-
islation will address this issue by providing
capital to community banks who will lend to
these job creating small businesses.

The Small Business Lending Fund Act
would establish a $30 billion fund to lend to
small businesses looking to hire and expand
their operations by providing additional capital
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to community banks. Today’s legislation will
also create the State Small Business Credit
Initiative that would partner with state based
programs to lend up to $20 billion in new lend-
ing. This is critical because many state-based
programs are being forced to slash funding
due to severe budget shortfalls.

Mr. Chair, small businesses will be the cata-
lyst to bring America out of this severe reces-
sion. Providing assistance to our small busi-
nesses is a necessary and urgent priority. |
urge my colleagues to support today’s legisla-
tion.

HONORING ALAN W. MENDELSOHN
HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 17, 2010

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor Alan W. Mendelsohn of the De-
partment of the Navy, who is retiring after
more than thirty-two years of faithful service to
our Nation, culminating in his role as Deputy
Counsel of the Military Sealift Command.

During his more than thirty-two years of fed-
eral service, twenty-five of which were spent
as an attorney in the Office of General Coun-
sel supporting the Military Sealift Command,
Mr. Mendelsohn has consistently dem-
onstrated the highest level of leadership and
commitment to his country.

In support of the ongoing war on terror, Mr.
Mendelsohn provided distinguished legal serv-
ices to ensure the award of numerous signifi-
cant and complex procurements, and to re-
solve force protection and international law
issues related to civilian mariners. In par-
ticular, Mr. Mendelsohn was instrumental in
the award of the heavy lift contract to return
the USS COLE to the United States for repairs
following its damage from a terrorist attack.
Mr. Mendelsohn also demonstrated out-
standing initiative in serving as a business ad-
visor to the Military Sealift Command in the
implementation of a significant realignment
that has ensured that the MSC can meet the
increasing needs of the warfighter at a re-
duced cost.

Mr. Mendelsohn established himself as a re-
spected expert in the maritime industry and
was frequently asked to conduct briefings for
Members of Congress and their staff on
issues associated with the maritime industry,
including overseas ship repair and maritime
labor practices. Mr. Mendelsohn also drafted a
number of legislative proposals that were en-
acted into law.

Alan Mendelsohn has exhibited integrity, vi-
sion, dedication and civility throughout his ca-
reer. The commitment and sacrifice of Ameri-
cans like him enrich our Nation. | am proud,
Madam Speaker, to thank Alan Mendelsohn
for his honorable service to our Nation. | wish
him fair winds and following seas as he con-
cludes a distinguished career of public service.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JOHN A. YARMUTH

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, June 17, 2010

Mr. YARMUTH. Madam Speaker, | was un-
able to cast the recorded votes for rollcall 339,
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340, 341, and 342. Had | been present |
would have voted “yes” for these measures.

JUNETEENTH
HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 17, 2010

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Madam
Speaker, | am delighted to acknowledge
Juneteenth. | am pleased to be with you this
afternoon. | would like to thank you for your
commitment to seeking solutions to one of the
most pressing challenges facing our commu-
nity: ensuring that everyone receive all the
rights guaranteed under our civil rights laws. |
believe that one of the most important viola-
tions of civil rights are hate crimes and racial
profiling. | also believe that equal access to
health, education, housing and health care,
are all civil rights. But | will focus on hate
crimes and access to adequate health care.

HISTORY OF JUNETEENTH

For those of you who ask, “What is
Juneteenth,” | will tell you. Dating back to
1865, it was on June 19 that the Union sol-
diers, led by the courageous Major General
Gordon Granger, landed in Galveston, Texas
with news that the Civil War had ended and
that the enslaved were now free. The Emanci-
pation Proclamation became official on Janu-
ary 1, 1863. Nevertheless, people held in
bondage in Texas had to wait two and a half
years after President Lincoln’s proclamation,
to hear the news of freedom.

It gives me great pleasure to speak about
Juneteenth and | would like to share with you
the letter that Major General Gordon Granger
read to the emotion filled slaves. It reads as
follows: “The People of Texas are informed
that in accordance with a Proclamation from
the Executive of the United States, all slaves
are free. This involves an absolute equality of
rights and rights of property between former
masters and slaves, and the connection here-
tofore existing between them becomes that
between employer and free laborer.”

Prior to June 19, 1865, the Emancipation
Proclamation had little impact on Texans due
to the minimal number of Union troops avail-
able to enforce the new Executive order.
Thanks to the meritorious Major Granger and
the arrival of his troops, there were forces
strong enough to overcome the resistance and
to free the slaves.

Many stories have been told about the ac-
tual reason for why it took so long for the
news of the Emancipation to reach Galveston,
but it is very difficult to say which one is true.
The fact still remains that the news did not
come to the enslaved Texans soon enough.
The reactions to the profound news ranged
from pure shock to immediate jubilation.

Upon hearing the news, many of the newly
freed slaves went north and others went to
neighboring states, such as Louisiana, Arkan-
sas, and Oklahoma. For those freed men and
women, recounting the memories and festivi-
ties of that great day in June of 1865 served
as motivation as well as a release from the
growing pressures encountered in their new
territory.

The celebration of June 19th was coined
“Juneteenth” and it grew with more participa-
tion from descendants. The Juneteenth cele-
bration was a time for reassuring one another,
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