June 10, 2010

ANNIVERSARY OF IRAN’S
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS

HON. MARK STEVEN KIRK

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 10, 2010

Mr. KIRK. Madam Speaker, June 12th will
mark the one-year anniversary of the fraudu-
lent presidential elections in Iran. In the wake
of street protests that followed, human rights
in Iran have gravely deteriorated.

On this day, we must remember the dozens
of courageous individuals murdered by this
brutal regime and the hundreds of others de-
tained without legal recourse. We must re-
member Neda Agha Soltan, the innocent
young woman slain by the Basij militia.

The post-election crackdown fully exposed
the Iranian regime’s continuing oppression of
political dissidents as well as religious and
ethnic minorities.

In the spring of 2008, seven leaders of the
Baha’i community were arrested and detained
in Tehran’s notorious Evin prison on charges
of “spreading corruption on earth,” among
other outrageous falsehoods. They have been
incarcerated for 20 months before a show trial
can even commence. Moreover, according to
the U.S. Commission on International Reli-
gious Freedom, as many as 45 members of
the Baha’i community are currently imprisoned
in Iran solely on the basis of their religious
identity.

The fourth court appearance of the Baha'i
leaders is scheduled for June 12 to coincide
with the one-year anniversary of the stolen
election.

The cynicism of the Iranian regime knows
no bounds.

It is time that the United States and the
international community hold Iran accountable
for denying the fundamental freedoms to its
people.

Yesterday, in commenting on the passed
UN Security Council resolution on the Iranian
nuclear program, the President stated that
“whether it is threatening the nuclear non-pro-
liferation regime, or the human rights of its
own citizens, or the stability of its own neigh-
bors by supporting terrorism, the Iranian gov-
ernment continues to demonstrate that its own
unjust actions are a threat to justice every-
where.”

| agree with the President. His words should
now be followed with action. We must raise
the stakes for the Iranian leadership to cease
its human rights abuses and abide by the
rules of the international community.

This Administration needs to prioritize
human rights as a focal point of its Iran policy.
American diplomats should continually raise
the issue of human rights in Iran. We must
urge our international allies to use their bilat-
eral relationships and diplomatic missions in
Tehran to call for the release of Iranian dis-
sidents, religious minorities, and other pris-
oners of conscience.

Most importantly, the President should
speak publicly and directly to the Iranian peo-
ple that the United States will never abandon
them in their struggle for freedom and funda-
mental human rights.
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INTRODUCING THE CHESAPEAKE
BAY PROGRAM REAUTHORIZA-
TION AND IMPROVEMENT ACT

HON. BOB GOODLATTE

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 10, 2010

Mr. GOODLATTE. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to join my colleague Rep. HOLDEN in in-
troducing the Chesapeake Bay Program Re-
authorization and Improvement Act.

The Chesapeake Bay, the largest estuary in
the U.S., is an incredibly complex ecosystem
that includes important habitats and is a cher-
ished part of our American heritage. The Bay
Watershed includes all types of land uses,
from intensely urban areas, spread out subur-
ban development and diverse agricultural
practices. But unquestionably the Bay is in
need and worthy of our attention and concern
and | believe everyone has a role to play in
restoring it.

| have long worked with my colleagues here
in Congress to find ways to protect and re-
store the Bay. In fact, Mr. HOLDEN and |
worked very hard with the other members of
the Agriculture Committee to establish a
mechanism and a funding source in the 2008
farm bill for addressing issues related to pro-
tecting the Chesapeake Bay Watershed. The
farm bill provided unprecedented incentive-
based funding to help farmers and ranchers
improve management practices, which would
directly result in improving water quality in the
Bay. We must now continue in our efforts to
restore and protect the Chesapeake Bay by
reauthorizing the Chesapeake Bay Program.

There are other proposals to reauthorize the
Bay Program. The goal of all involved is the
same, the continued health and vitality of the
Bay, but the map to that health and vitality is
being strongly debated. Unfortunately, pro-
posals like the Presidential Executive Order,
and legislation that would codify this order,
would force more mandates and overzealous
regulations on all of those who live, work, and
farm in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed. This
strategy will limit economic growth and unfairly
overregulate our local economies. My col-
leagues and | recognized that we must form a
proposal that does not pit the health of the
bay against the strength and vitality of our
local communities and that is why we rise
today to introduce the Chesapeake Bay Pro-
gram Reauthorization and Improvement Act.

Instead of overregulation and intrusion into
the lives and livelihoods of those who choose
to make the Bay Watershed their home, our
legislation allows States and communities
more flexibility in meeting water quality goals
so that we can help restore and protect our
natural resources. Our bill sets up new pro-
grams to give farmers, homebuilders, and lo-
calities new ways to meet their water quality
goals. This includes preserving current intra-
state nutrient trading programs that many Bay
states already have in place, while also cre-
ating a voluntary interstate nutrient trading
program. Additionally, this bill creates a vol-
untary assurance program for farmers. The
program will deem farmers to be fully in com-
pliance with their water quality requirements
as long as they have undertaken appropriate
conservation activities to comply with State
and federal water quality standards.

Also, our bill makes sure that the agencies
are using common sense when regulating
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water quality goals for localities. Our legisla-
tion requires the regulators to take into ac-
count the availability, cost, effectiveness, and
appropriateness of practices, techniques, or
methods in meeting water quality goals. This
will ensure that localities are not being man-
dated to achieve a reduction in nutrient levels
by a prescribed date, when no technology ex-
ists to achieve that reduction within that
timeline.

While our bill does a lot to improve water
quality, we also call for more oversight over
the Chesapeake Bay Program. For over 3
decades Congress has been working to pre-
serve and protect the Chesapeake Bay. De-
spite the efforts of the federal, State, and local
governments, the health of the Bay is still in
peril. The participants in restoring the Bay in-
clude 10 federal agencies, six states and the
District of Columbia, over one thousand local-
ities and multiple nongovernmental organiza-
tions. This legislation would fully implement
two cutting-edge management techniques,
crosscut budgeting and adaptive management,
to enhance coordination, flexibility and effi-
ciency of restoration efforts. Neither technique
is currently required or fully utilized in the Bay
restoration efforts, where results have lagged
far behind the billions of dollars spent. Further,
this bill calls for a review of the EPA’s Bay
model. We often hear complaints from those
who make good faith efforts to restore the Bay
that their efforts are not being recognized by
EPA’s Bay model. EPA’s model does not ac-
count for any voluntary measures being under-
taken on farms to control nitrogen and phos-
phorous nor does it even account for some of
the nitrogen and phosphorous reductions that
are being achieved through government pro-
grams like USDA’s Environmental Quality In-
centives Program. Effectively, EPA is ignoring
nutrient reductions that have already been
achieved. Our legislation requires that an inde-
pendent evaluator assess and make rec-
ommendations to alter EPA’s Bay model, so
that we can develop a model that will capture
all of the nutrient reductions that are hap-
pening in the Bay.

Madam Speaker, the people who call the
Bay Watershed home are the ones who are
the most concerned about protecting and re-
storing the Chesapeake Bay. Unfortunately,
too often these hardworking individuals are
cast as villains and placed in a position where
restoring the Bay is pitted against the eco-
nomic livelihoods of their communities. We
can restore the Bay while also maintaining the
economic livelihood of these communities. The
Chesapeake Bay Program Reauthorization
and Improvement Act is the way we can do
both. | look forward to working with my col-
leagues in the Congress, so that we can pass
this important legislation and work to restore
the Chesapeake Bay.

————

RECOGNIZING THE FIFTY-THIRD
NATIONAL PUERTO RICAN DAY
PARADE

HON. JOSE E. SERRANO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, June 10, 2010

Mr. SERRANO. Madam Speaker, it is with
great pleasure that | rise today to pay tribute
to the Fifty-Third National Puerto Rican Day
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Parade, which will be held on June 13, 2010,
in New York City. A radiant and star-studded
event, this parade proudly recognizes the her-
itage of Puerto Rican people here in the
United States, and year upon year has proven
to be one of our nation’s largest outdoor fes-
tivities.

The National Puerto Rican Day Parade is
the successor to the New York Puerto Rican
Day Parade, which held its inaugural celebra-
tion on Sunday, April 12th, 1958, in “El
Barrio,” Manhattan. The impact of the first
Puerto Rican Day Parade in New York was
immediate and resounding. Thousands of New
York Puerto Ricans flooded the streets in a
very public, very proud demonstration of their
emergence in the city as an important and
growing ethnic group. For the next 38 years,
the New York Puerto Rican Day Parade be-
came a staple of New York’s cultural life. In
1995, the overwhelming success of the parade
prompted organizers to increase its size and
transform it into the national and international
affair that it is today.

On June 13 delegates representing over
thirty states, including Alaska and Hawaii, will
join the roughly 3 million parade goers every
year who turn New York’s Fifth Avenue into a
sea of traditional red, white, and blue flags. It's
a picture unlike anything you will see any-
where else in the country. Not only because
New York is the most international city in the
world, but also because of the relationship that
exists between New York and the Puerto
Rican community. It's an historic relationship
essentially born of mutual benefit and respect.
Puerto Ricans have helped transform New
York into a dynamic, bilingual city that con-
tinues to welcome newcomers from all over
the globe, and the city of New York, believed
by many to be a place of opportunity, has en-
abled Puerto Ricans to flourish economically,
culturally and politically.

The success that the parade enjoys each
year is brought about in large measure by the
continued efforts of a choice few individuals—
women and men of able leadership who be-
lieve, as | do, in the unbound potential of peo-
ple of Puerto Rican descent. The Parade’s
march up Fifth Avenue, while certainly the
most visible aspect of the celebration, is hard-
ly the only event associated with the National
Puerto Rican Day Parade, Inc.’s activities.
Each year more than 10,000 people attend a
variety of award ceremonies, banquets and
cultural events that strengthen the special re-
lationship shared by Puerto Ricans and the
city of New York.

Madam Speaker, the National Puerto Rican
Day Parade is an experience unlike any other.
It signals to all who witness it that the Puerto
Rican community, both in New York and na-
tionally, represents an exquisite tapestry of in-
dividuals. Its power can be seen on the faces
and heard in the streets, as millions come to-
gether to joyously proclaim their heritage. And
so, Madam Speaker, as a Puerto Rican and a
New Yorker, and as someone who participates
in this parade annually, | stand before you and
my colleagues in Congress with a full and
proud heart to pay tribute to the sights and
sounds and wonder that is the National Puerto
Rican Day Parade.
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TRIBUTE TO HAMPSHIRE COLLEGE
ON ITS 40TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. JOHN W. OLVER

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 10, 2010

Mr. OLVER. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate Hampshire College for opening its
doors and welcoming its first students 40
years ago tomorrow.

The Pioneer Valley of Western Massachu-
setts is home to the Five College Consortium,
which includes three private liberal arts col-
leges, Amherst, Mount Holyoke and Smith; the
state’s flagship public university campus, the
University of Massachusetts Amherst; and a
progressive institution of higher education,
Hampshire College. For 40 years now, the
Consortium has served as a vehicle for col-
laboration and resource sharing across all five
campuses, including broadening access to
higher education and unsurpassed academic
excellence. This structure encourages the use
of a vast curriculum, faculty and resources,
and presents each student with a richer and
fuller educational experience.

Hampshire College was founded within this
consortial setting to offer an original education
in which students design their own course of
study in close consultation with faculty men-
tors. Hampshire’s educational approach em-
phasizes individual choice and development,
and its pedagogical cornerstone is an inquiry-
based mode of teaching and learning. Just as
it attracts talented and intellectually ambitious
students, Hampshire appeals to faculty who
are excited to experiment with new methods of
teaching, and are keen to co-teach with their
colleagues.

Rather than being characterized by tradi-
tional, discipline-based departments, Hamp-
shire College has five academic schools: the
School of Cognitive Science; Interdisciplinary
Arts; Humanities, Arts and Cultural Studies;
Natural Science; and the School of Critical So-
cial Inquiry. Each school develops an innova-
tive curriculum, which is project-based and im-
mediately challenges students with current
problems in the research literature. Research
and teaching at Hampshire tend to work
across discipline-based boundaries, as faculty
and students collaborate to grapple with prob-
lems from a range of perspectives, with an
eye toward community impact, social justice,
and the well-being of others. Team teaching
and interdisciplinary research serve as the
basis for collaboration and reflect a remark-
able degree of creativity. A low student-faculty
ratio (12:1) allows for an emphasis on individ-
ualized and small group training, where faculty
research and artistic expression is fully inte-
grated into coursework, inviting each class into
the process of intellectual and artistic dis-
covery.

Within this mission—and wherever pos-
sible—Hampshire students ask questions that
motivate their undergraduate years. Careful
mentoring at Hampshire has shown to inspire
and motivate students beyond the classroom,
often resulting in students continuing their
education at the graduate level, and indeed,
culminating in rewarding careers.

| am honored to represent this fine institu-
tion of higher learning. Please join me in con-
gratulating Hampshire College as it continues
to define and communicate its extraordinary
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mission for the next generations of students,
their families and the general public.

HONORING DR. JOSEPH Ww.
BASCUAS, INTERIM PRESIDENT
OF BECKER COLLEGE, WORCES-
TER, MA

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 10, 2010

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, | rise to
recognize Dr. Joseph W. Bascuas for his ac-
complishments as Becker College interim
president and for his dedication to quality
higher education.

Becker College, located in Worcester and
Leicester, Massachusetts, serves more than
1,700 students from 18 states and 12 coun-
tries, and offers over 25 diverse, first-quality
bachelor degree programs in unique, high-de-
mand career niches. Born in Cuba, he shares
my dedication to improving relations with Latin
America. Dr. Bascuas utilized his great volume
of experience and passion for quality higher
education and strong relationships in his role
as Becker College interim president.

The Becker College Board of Trustees
named Dr. Bascuas as interim president on
September 26, 2008. Dr. Bascuas gave his
leadership and support to the Becker College
community in various ways during his tenure.
He brought more than 25 years of experience
in higher education to Becker College.

Prior to serving as interim president at
Becker College, Dr. Bascuas served as presi-
dent of Medaille College, Buffalo, NY, a pri-
vate institution that offers undergraduate and
graduate degrees, from 2002 through 2006.
Dr. Bascuas successfully took Medaille
through an accreditation and strategic plan-
ning; completed a $2.4 million capital cam-
paign; nearly doubled revenue and under-
graduate freshman to sophomore retention;
and increased overall and undergraduate en-
rollment as well as the number of resident stu-
dents. As founding president Argosy University
Atlanta, GA campus, Bascuas spent 12 years
with the Argosy Education Group. During his
tenure, the Argosy corporate entity grew from
three to thirteen campuses, offering under-
graduate and graduate programs in business,
education, and psychology, two law schools,
and one technology-focused school. Dr.
Bascuas also increased enrollment at all cam-
puses, introduced new programs at five cam-
puses, and hired presidents at two campuses.
Previously, Bascuas held administrative and
teaching positions at the Georgia School of
Professional Psychology, Antioch University,
Nova/Southeastern University and Salve Re-
gina University. He has held a number of posi-
tions with professional boards and associa-
tions, most recently as site visit team chair for
the Middle States Commission on Higher Edu-
cation, and he has served on the National Col-
legiate Athletic Association Division Il Presi-
dents Council. Dr. Bascuas has written and
co-authored numerous papers on psycho-
logical topics and has presented at symposia
and conferences. He received a B.A. from La-
Salle University and an M.A. and a Ph.D. from
Temple University.

As interim president, Dr. Bascuas encour-
aged Becker to find ways to provide more aid
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