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and other insolvency and restructuring mat-
ters. For these types of issues, Mr. Walter has
Worked with cities, hospitals, developers, en-
ergy companies, manufacturing, service and
retail businesses. During his thirty years of
practice, he has represented debtors and
trustees in over three thousand cases under
Chapter 11, 12, 7 and 9.

Mr. Walter is actively involved with many
legal organizations. He has served as presi-
dent and director of the Central California
Bankruptcy Association and the San Joaquin
Valley Chapter of the Federal Bar Association.
He has served as the chair of Business Law
Section and the Agricultural Law Section of
the Fresno County Bar Association. Mr. Walter
also served as the director and co-chair of the
California State Bar Agribusiness Committee.
He has served as director of the California
Bankruptcy Forum and the Central California
Receivers Forum. He is, or has been, a mem-
ber of the American Bar Association, Amer-
ican Bankruptcy Institute, American Inns of
Court and Society of Agricultural Lenders. He
is a former chair of the Agricultural Law Re-
view Advisory Committee at San Joaquin Col-
lege of Law. He is a fellow of the American
College of Bankruptcy, Class XllIl and is a Del-
egate to the Ninth Circuit Judicial Conference.
Mr. Walter was selected as a Northern Cali-
fornia Super Lawyer for 2004 through 2009.

Outside of his practice, Mr. Walter taught
agriculture law as an adjunct professor at San
Joaquin College of Law in Fresno from 1989
through 1993. He was also an adjunct pro-
fessor of management (entrepreneurial stud-
ies) at California State University, Fresno. He
has authored, co-authored or contributed to
many articles. Because of his extensive expe-
rience and involvement, Mr. Walter has lec-
tured on bankruptcy topics to business and
legal groups numerous times.

Mr. Walter has a long history of involvement
in civic and cultural organizations. He currently
serves as the vice chair on the board of the
Lyles Center for Entrepreneurship and Innova-
tion of California State University, Fresno. He
is general counsel to the Central Valley Busi-
ness Incubator and the Bulldog Fund. Mr.
Walter recently retired from the board of the
Central Valley Business Incubator, after thir-
teen years of service with the organization. He
was formerly on the boards of the Fresno
Business Council, the Fresno Metropolitan
Museum, Fresno City and County Historical
Society and the Lee Institute for Japanese Art.

Madam Speaker, | rise today to commend
and congratulate Riley Walter upon thirty
years of legal service to the Central Valley. |
invite my colleagues to join me in wishing Mr.
Walter many years of continued success.

RECOGNIZING AND HONORING
MEMBERS OF ARMED FORCES
AND VETERANS

SPEECH OF

HON. TODD TIAHRT

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, May 25, 2010
Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Speaker, | join my col-
leagues in strong support for H. Res. 1385 to
recognize and honor the courage and sacrifice
of the members of the Armed Forces and vet-
erans. Though we appreciate their sacrifice
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every month, it is important this resolution is
passed this month as May is expressly des-
ignated National Military Appreciation Month.

We can never say “thank you” enough for
the sacrifices paid by the Nation’s military. The
liberties we enjoy today were earned through
the bravery and sacrifice of ordinary Ameri-
cans with extraordinary selflessness. America
must never turn her back on her service mem-
bers and veterans.

We know all too well that freedom is not
free. They courageously stepped forward to
protect and defend the Constitution and the
people of the United States. This resolution is
just a small tribute to the great character of all
our military service members and veterans.

| urge all my colleagues to join with me in
supporting H. Res. 1385 and thanking current
and former servicemembers for guaranteeing
our freedom.

————————

GIRL SCOUT GOLD AWARD
CONGRATULATIONS

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 08, 2010

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to recognize a group of out-
standing young girls for achieving the Girl
Scout Gold Award, the highest award in Girl
Scouting. This year's honorees from Virginia’s
11th  Congressional District are Michelle
Bedker, Randi Beil, Michelle Biwer, Lindsey
Brock, Lauren Falkenstein, Kathryn Forestello,
Nicole Gray, Brynna Heflin, Carolyn lwicki,
Cassady Keller, Jessica McEvoy, Allison
Moats and Ashley Pettway.

The Gold Award is a prestigious award that
is earned by a select group of Girl Scouts who
have demonstrated a higher commitment not
only to community service, but to advocating
for lasting change. Each girl carefully evalu-
ated her community’s needs and determined
the nature and scope of her project and then
submitted project proposals to the Gold Award
Panel. Additionally, while working on the
project, each girl dedicated a minimum of 65
hours. This year’s projects ranged from teach-
ing young people to read or play an instru-
ment to protecting the environment and help-
ing the homeless.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in congratulating these girls on their
achievements and for their contributions to
their community. | wish them well in all of their
future endeavors.

HONORING FAIRFIELD,
WASHINGTON

HON. CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 8, 2010

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to applaud the town of
Fairfield, Washington for its ongoing commit-
ment to one of our Nation’s most symbolic
treasures—the American Flag. On June 12,
2010, Fairfield, Washington will host its one-
hundredth Flag Day parade. Long known as
the “Town that Celebrates the Flag,” Fairfield
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embodies the patriotic, hard working principles
that have made this Nation great for over two-
hundred thirty-four years.

Originally established in 1777 and cele-
brated each year on June 14, Flag Day com-
memorates the unification of this great union
under the United States Flag. As part of its
Centennial celebration, Fairfield will dedicate a
newly installed flag pole to the men and
women who have selflessly served in our Na-
tion’s armed services. At a time when our Na-
tion’s military is involved in multiple conflicts
and humanitarian aid missions, this solemn
dedication is entirely fitting of Congress’ rec-
ognition.

| would also like to mention that Fairfield
residents’ strong beliefs in family, community,
and civic responsibility reflect the characteris-
tics the Founders envisioned for the citizens of
this great Republic. | am honored to represent
these proud Americans and congratulate them
and the town of Fairfield on its one-hundredth
Flag Day parade.

HONORING MILTON CLOWERS

HON. LYNN A. WESTMORELAND

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 8, 2010

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to pay respect to Fayetteville, Geor-
gia’s Milton Clowers, who passed away last
week. A good friend to many, he leaves be-
hind his wife Randi and loving children: son
Eric and his wife Amy and a daughter, Cam-
eron. His extended family included several
brothers and sisters who preceded him in
death and four brothers and two sisters who
survive. Probably most special to him were his
five grandchildren—Gracelyn, Reginald, Khalil,
Tyler and Gabrielle.

Milton was a good friend to me, having
known him both personally and professionally.
He was born in Tennessee and attended Ten-
nessee State University. Milton pursued a ca-
reer in the electrical industry, which brought
him to Atlanta where he was accepted into the
International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers
(IBEW) Local 613/National Electrical Contrac-
tors Apprenticeship program.

Milton worked hard and diligently to excel in
the electrical industry. From the early days at
Grove Park Electric to Dixie Electric Com-
pany—where he helped bring on Yukon Elec-
tric as a joint venture partner for projects for
Delta Air Lines—Milton enjoyed a successful
career. The highlight of his career was making
UpTime Electric the successful electrical con-
tracting firm it is today.

Milton also served on several industry
boards including the Atlanta Electrical Con-
tractors Association where he was a Presi-
dent, Governor and Chairman.

Career and community work are important,
but a man is only as good as the family and
friends who support him. Fortunately, Milton
was blessed with an abundance of both. He
was a loving and devoted husband, father,
brother and friend. He was a strong, multital-
ented and compassionate man who gave so
much to so many. | am proud to speak about
him today and honor his life and contribution.
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CHESAPEAKE BAY FOUNDATION
ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATORS
OF THE YEAR

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 08, 2010

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to recognize three Fairfax
County Public School Principals for receiving
the Chesapeake Bay Foundation’s 2009 Envi-
ronmental Educators of the Year Award.

The honorees for this award were Ms.
Debra Lane, principal at Rolling Valley Ele-
mentary School, Mr. Sal Rivera, principal at
Flint Hill Elementary School, and Mr. Dwayne
Young, principal at Centreville Elementary
School.

These educators have actively infused envi-
ronmental education in the curricula of their
schools and worked to include more outdoor
experiences for their teachers and students.
Furthermore, these principals were instru-
mental in establishing a teacher professional
development program called ‘“Chesapeake
Classrooms,” which focuses on the Chesa-
peake Bay for county principals and teachers.

Madam Speaker, Ms. Lane, Mr. Rivera, and
Mr. Young’s hard work have shown their com-
mitment to the community and the importance
of educating our young people on the values
of environmental stewardship. | ask my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating them on
this wonderful accomplishment and wish them
well in all of their future endeavors.

————

CELEBRATING ASIAN/PACIFIC
AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH

SPEECH OF

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 25, 2010

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and celebrate Asian/Pacific Heritage
Month and the contributions of Asian/Pacific
Americans to this nation. It is evident that
Asian/Pacific Americans are an important
source of cultural capital, having become fix-
tures in literature, film, music, athletics and all
other areas of American society. Annual ob-
servance each May was designated because
of two significant events, the first being the ar-
rival of Japanese immigrants in the United
States on May 7, 1843 and the completion of
the Transcontinental Railroad on May 10,
1869.

The United States Census Bureau reports
that Asian/Pacific Americans are one of the
nation’s most diverse populations, numbering
15.2 million and encompassing 28 language
groups and 47 ethnicities. 80 percent of the
Asian/Pacific American community resides in
California, Hawaii, New York, Texas, New Jer-
sey, lllinois, Washington, Florida, Virginia, and
Massachusetts. The histories of these groups
in America are deeply connected to the history
of the United States through such events as
the designation of the World War Il 442nd
Regimental Combat team as the highest deco-
rated military unit in U.S. history, the election
of Dalip Singh Saund to the U.S. Congress in
1957 and the appointment of three Asian
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Americans to the Presidential Cabinet under
President Barack Obama.

In addition to the advancements and con-
tributions of Asian/Pacific Americans, we also
highlight many of the challenges they have
overcome and continue to face today. This
legacy includes the Chinese Exclusion Act of
1882 and the internment of Japanese Ameri-
cans during World War Il. More recent difficul-
ties comprise post 9/11 profiling, discrimination
and hate crimes against Muslim and Sikh
communities and income, language and edu-
cational discrepancies in access within the
Asian/Pacific American population. Acknowl-
edging these hurdles is the first step in over-
coming them and learning from past injustices
will lead to a more equitable and progressive
United States.

The political presence and civic engagement
of the Asian/Pacific American community has
increased substantially since their arrival in the
United States. Currently, the Congressional
Asian Pacific American Caucus is composed
of a record 30 members. In addition, the
Obama administration has made significant ef-
forts to reach out to the Asian/Pacific Amer-
ican community, including the reestablishment
of the White House Initiative on Asian and Pa-
cific Islanders to coordinate the work of mul-
tiple agencies and ensure more accurate data
collection and greater access to services. The
United States recognizes the uniqueness of
this Asian/Pacific American constituency and
the valuable contributions of its members.

| respect and admire the advancements of
Asian/Pacific Americans and anticipate their
growing political representation and inclusion
in all levels of government and American soci-
ety.

————

CELEBRATING THE LIFE AND
MEMORY OF MR. GERALD A.
WILLIAMS

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 8, 2010

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to celebrate the life of and express
sadness over the untimely death of lawyer and
friend Gerald A. Williams.

Mr. Williams was not only a friend but a bril-
liant lawyer whose mission was to serve our
community in South Florida. He was a humble
man and a true role model.

He had served as the chief counsel to the
Palm Beach County School Board since No-
vember 2005 and was responsible for all legal
matters involving the School Board. Prior to
serving as Chief Counsel, he served for four
years as Chief Negotiator and Chief Officer of
Administration for the school district.

In numerous appointments and positions,
Mr. Williams also served as general counsel
for the Virgil Hawkins Florida Chapter of the
National Bar Association, as treasurer and ex-
ecutive board member for the Urban League
of Palm Beach County, and as co-founder and
president of the Suncoast Chamber of Com-
merce in West Palm Beach.

Mr. Williams became one of the first black
graduates of the University of Florida College
of Law in 1975. His firm, Haygood & Williams,
grew into the largest all-black law firm in the
state. Mr. Williams left private practice in 1997
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to serve as Chief Labor Counsel, and Chief
Officer of Labor and Legislative Relations for
Dade County Public Schools.

In 2009, Mr. Wiliams was recognized by
Florida Trend Magazine as one of Florida’s
Legal Elite and identified as one of the top
government attorneys in the state.

Mr. Willams was a husband, a father, a
brother, an uncle, a godfather, a dedicated
public service attorney and community leader.
| am grateful for Mr. Williams’ contributions
and dedication to Palm Beach County. He will
be greatly missed. My thoughts and prayers
go out to his family, friends and to the greater
community during this difficult time.

IN HONOR OF JOSEPH CARUSO

HON. JOHN H. ADLER

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 8, 2010

Mr. ADLER of New Jersey. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to honor Joseph Caruso, a
resident of Delanco, New Jersey and dedi-
cated volunteer at Catholic Charities, Emer-
gency and Community Services.

Joe has been volunteering with Emergency
and Community Services for the past two
years as a trained tax preparer. As one of two
tax preparers, Joe has provided free tax prep-
aration for hundreds of seniors and low-in-
come residents of Burlington County.

In addition to his tax services, Joe took on
the temporary duties of the Pantry Manager.
Through his dedication and commitment to the
program’s goals, he reorganized the food pan-
try, handled all food and household donation
pick-ups, developed a food inventory tracking
system, provided routine maintenance of the
pantry’s refrigerators and freezers, and advo-
cated with donors to secure additional food
items for the pantry program.

Joe does whatever is necessary to make
sure that our hungry neighbors do not go with-
out food and quietly goes about his work not
expecting or wanting any accolades. He has
been a valuable asset to the program and his
selfless efforts have to be recognized.

Madam Speaker, | ask that you please join
me in congratulating Joe for his outstanding
and dedicated service to the less fortunate in
our South Jersey communities.

MARYLAND WOMEN’S LACROSSE

HON. STENY H. HOYER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 8, 2010

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, | rise to con-
gratulate the women’s lacrosse team of my
alma mater, the University of Maryland, on its
record tenth national championship. In the
March 31st championship game, Maryland de-
feated Northwestern University, a lacrosse dy-
nasty in its own right, by a score of 13—-11.

Congratulations are especially due to Coach
Cathy Reese, who was rewarded with success
after returning to coach at her alma mater; to
senior Caitlyn McFadden, who starred in her
last collegiate game with two goals and an as-
sist, and was named the tournament’s Most
Outstanding Player; and to the Maryland fans,
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