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both the Sones family and the Dover
Air Force Base community for their
support of Karina Sones in her battle
against cancer. Karina was diagnosed
with acute lymphocytic leukemia when
she was 4 years old. Although the doc-
tors thought they had beaten the can-
cer after a round of chemotherapy in
2004, she unfortunately relapsed in 2006.
I wish to commemorate the sterling ef-
forts of her two younger brothers, her
parents, and the men and women of
Dover Air Force Base for encouraging
and supporting Karina through this dif-
ficult time. Thankfully, she is now on
the path to recovery.

When Karina relapsed, her parents
were informed that a bone marrow
transplant was her only option. Despite
there being approximately 20 million
bone marrow donations on record,
there were no matches on the National
Marrow Donor database for Karina. Her
parents, however, remained optimistic
that a solution would be found. In what
can only be described as good fortune,
Karina was lucky enough to be the re-
cipient of an anonymous donation of
umbilical cord stem cells that allowed
her to have a second chance at life.
Karina bravely endured radiation and
50 days of isolation before she could re-
ceive the transplant. Afterwards, the
whole family had to work together to
prevent her from getting sick. Al-
though, Karina still suffers from graft-
vs-host disease which has caused her
skin to be inflamed, she remains brave
and upbeat. She insists that she would
like to go to Disneyland with her
mother and be Cinderella.

Her two younger brothers, Braydin,
age 10, and Torin, age 7, admirably
refuse to be helpless as their sister bat-
tles leukemia. Karina’s struggle in-
spired them to want to help other kids
with cancer and to further support re-
search, so they began collecting golf
balls that had landed in their backyard
and selling them on to golfers. Their
goal was to collect $500, and they have
already exceeded that amount. They
will donate all the money to the Alfred
I. duPont Hospital for Children where
Karina still receives treatment.

This story is a true example of the
Air Force, the Dover community, and
the Sones family all coming together
to unite against a common adversary.
The city of Dover and the Dover Air
Force Base are known for their tight-
knit relationship which is certainly
demonstrated by the Dover community
having won the Abeliene trophy
twice—the trophy designated for the
base with the most supportive commu-
nity—and this story only provides fur-
ther evidence for that statement.

I believe that it is a mark of Karina’s
character and impressive bravery that
she has persevered through all of her
medical setbacks. To this day, Karina
refuses to rest and is working on
spreading awareness about becoming a
bone marrow donor because she wants
other children to have the same chance
at life that she had. Most children,
after spending so much time in hos-
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pitals, would wish to stay away from
them, but Karina is not most children.
She wants to become a cardiologist
when she grows up.

Karina’s brave story is one that we
do not hear often. I wish to honor not
just her courage but also the bravery
and perseverance of her brothers and
her parents and to wish them contin-
ued blessings in the future. I also want
to emphasize the good work and sup-
port that Dover Air Force Base has of-
fered the Sones family during such a
trying and difficult time.®

——
TRIBUTE TO THE WHIFFENPOOFS

e Mr. DODD. Mr. President, 100 years
ago this winter, history was made at
the old Mory’s Bar on Temple Street in
New Haven, CT, as Denton Fowler,
James Merriam Howard, Carl
Lohmann, Meade Minnigerode, and
George Pomeroy formed an a cappella
singing group known as the
Whiffenpoofs of Yale University.

The Whiffenpoofs, as every Yalie
knows, are unsurpassed in talent and
tradition. They are now the oldest con-
tinuously functioning collegiate a cap-
pella singing group in the TUnited
States.

Their history is rich and vibrant.
During World War II, the brave men of
the U.S. Army Air Force’s Black Sheep
Squadron adopted ‘‘The Whiffenpoof
Song”’ as their theme song. And over
the course of the 20th century, that fa-
mous tune has been recorded by such
legendary artists as Bing Crosby, Ella
Fitzgerald, Louis Armstrong, and Elvis
Presley.

The Whiffenpoofs have inspired a
cappella singing groups at colleges and
secondary schools across America—in
fact, there are now more than 1,200
such groups entertaining audiences.

But their influence is not limited by
our borders. Each year, the
Whiffenpoofs embark on an inter-
national tour, visiting foreign capitals
and tiny villages, great palaces and
humble churches, and U.S. Embassies
around the world, spreading song and
good will on behalf of Yale University
and America’s college students.

Next month, Whiffenpoofs alumni
from around the world will descend
upon Yale to convene with the current
group in celebration of the
Whiffenpoofs’ centennial. It is sure to
be an occasion filled with good cheer,
great music, and tremendous fellow-
ship—the trademarks of this beloved
Connecticut institution.

Mr. President, I congratulate the
Whiffenpoofs of Yale University on
their centennial, I thank them for
their many contributions to our Na-
tion, and I look forward to another
century of song and friendship.e

——
TRIBUTE TO STEVE AND SHELLEY
BRUNE
e Mr. JOHANNS. Mr. President, Steve

and Shelley Brune are extraordinary
Nebraskans who made a commitment
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to open their hearts and home to a fos-
ter child, which led to a remarkable
story of love and compassion.

In September 1999, they welcomed
Jonathon into their home as a foster
child. In February 2001, Jonathon’s bio-
logical brother, James, was also re-
moved from the home. The Brune fam-
ily recognized the importance of keep-
ing siblings together and agreed to
unite the brothers by welcoming James
into their home as a second foster
child.

The Brunes worked closely with the
Nebraska Department of Health and
Human Services, HHS, in efforts to re-
unite Jonathon and James with their
biological parents. When HHS deter-
mined that reunification was not in the
boys’ best interest, Steve and Shelley
made a permanent commitment to the
boys by adopting them; Jonathon on
July 19, 2001 and James on January 17,
2002.

In October 2007, the biological sister
of James and Jonathon, Mary Ann, was
removed from the home. HHS con-
tacted the Brune family to discuss the
possibility of once again becoming fos-
ter parents. The Brunes recognized
that this child needed a loving home
and would benefit from being with her
brothers. For a third time, they admi-
rably opened their hearts and home,
welcoming Mary Ann on July 15, 2008.

In April 2009, another sibling, Mad-
eline Grace, was born and was also re-
moved from the home. The Brune fam-
ily showed tremendous compassion and
devotion to the children of this family
by agreeing to welcome Madeline
Grace into their family. Steve and
Shelley are currently in the process of
adopting both Mary Ann and Madeline
Grace.

It is with heartfelt admiration that I
nominate Steve and Shelley Brune as
Adoption Angels. Their capacity to
love and care for these four children is
an inspiration and worthy example for
others to follow. My hope is that their
story inspires others to consider open-
ing their hearts and homes to the
many children awaiting adoption, in
need of loving families.

May God bless Shelley, Steve, Jona-
than, James, Mary Ann, Madeline
Grace, and all adoptive parents who
give children the gift of a loving fam-
ily.e

——————

RECOGNIZING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE BRICKLAYERS
AND ALLIED CRAFT WORKERS

e Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I wish
to recognize the 100th anniversary of
the Bricklayers and Allied Craft Work-
ers of the South Dakota Administra-
tive District Council Local 03 of Aber-
deen, SD. October 2009 marks the
month and year of this landmark anni-
versary. BAC is highly respected as one
of the oldest highly skilled trade
unions in the United States and Can-
ada.

For the past 100 years, Local 03 has
played a major role in shaping the
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workforce in Aberdeen. Working with
their signatory contractors, Local 03
negotiated fair wages, safe working
conditions, a respectable retirement,
and solidarity among the membership.
Although Local 03 has never had a
large membership, they have always
believed that working together will ac-
complish more than working alone.
Today, 16 members keep the hopes and
dreams of their founding members
alive and well. Special recognition is
given to Howard Jones as he receives
his 50-year gold card and Don Feiock as
he receives his 25-year membership pin.

I commend Local 03 Bricklayers and
Allied Craft members for continuing
the proud tradition of craft excellence
and union solidarity started by their
founders a century ago.e

——————

RECOGNIZING HARBOR
TECHNOLOGIES

e Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, as we
emerge from this lengthy recession,
companies small and large are seeking
to grow their businesses and become
increasingly more innovative. Many
are seeking to be leaders in some of the
world’s foremost emerging tech-
nologies. I wish to recognize a small
firm in my home State of Maine that
has been at the cutting edge of the
composites industry since its founding
6 years ago, positioning itself well for
continued future success.

Harbor Technologies, located in
Brunswick, was founded during the
summer of 2003 to fill the demand for
environmentally friendly composite
building products used for marine in-
frastructure. In particular, Harbor
Technologies’ composites are utilized
in the manufacturing of docks, piers,
marinas, sea walls, pilings, and other
similar structures. Additionally, Har-
bor Technologies is using its compos-
ites to build bridge beams as an alter-
native to heavy steel. As we seek to
improve and upgrade our Nation’s
roads and bridges, Harbor Tech-
nologies’ distinctive fiberglass bridge
beams should be at the forefront.

What makes composites so unique is
its durability. While steel rusts and
wood is subject to rotting, composites
last longer and are easily maintained,
leading to huge cost savings for both
the supplier and the purchaser. Com-
posites are also lightweight and com-
pact; a large composite beam weighs
4,000 pounds, while similar concrete
beams weigh 63,000 pounds. This allows
Harbor Technologies to save on ship-
ping costs, and reduce its carbon foot-
print in the process.

Just last year, Harbor Technologies
tripled the size of its manufacturing
space to 30,000 square feet, and added
state-of-the-art pultrusion machinery
to produce pilings of any length. This
has allowed the company to take on
considerable new work and hire addi-
tional employees, even during these
difficult economic times.

Significantly, Harbor Technologies
has played a critical role in developing
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an advanced composites cluster in the
Maine midcoast region. Additionally,
Harbor Technologies’ president Martin
Grimnes, is the founder of the Maine
Composites Alliance, an organization
that seeks to promote the State’s lead-
ership in several composites industries,
including marine, aerospace, and auto-
motive. Clusters, which are geographic
concentrations of companies and orga-
nizations that collaborate to create
specific products, represent proven
tools in our Nation’s innovation agen-
da, and Mr. Grimnes is to be com-
mended for his steadfast determination
to advance their effectiveness and uti-
lization throughout Maine.

As a national leader in the compos-
ites industry, Harbor Technologies has
made a name for itself as a reliable and
trustworthy company that produces in-
novative, cost-effective, and environ-
mentally sound products. And it is
small businesses like Harbor Tech-
nologies that represent the brightest
lights for our economy’s future. I con-
gratulate president Martin Grimnes
and everyone at Harbor Technologies
on their outstanding work and wish
them continued success.®

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mrs. Neiman, one of his
secretaries.

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

————

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

At 9:33 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed
the following enrolled bill:

S. 1677. An act to reauthorize the Defense
Production Act of 1950, and for other pur-
poses.

The enrolled bill was subsequently
signed by the President pro tempore
(Mr. BYRD).

At 10:256 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Hanrahan, one of its reading
clerks, announced that the House has
passed the following bills, in which it
requests the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 324. An act to establish the Santa
Cruz Valley National Heritage Area, and for
other purposes.

H.R. 2131. An act to amend the Foreign Af-
fairs Reform and Restructuring Act of 1998 to
reauthorize the United States Advisory Com-
mission on Public Diplomacy.
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H.R. 2215. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 140 Merriman Road in Garden City, Michi-
gan, as the ‘“John J. Shivnen Post Office
Building”.

H.R. 3593. An act to amend the United
States International Broadcasting Act of
1994 to extend by one year the operation of
Radio Free Asia, and for other purposes.

H.R. 3617. An act to provide an extension of
Federal-aid highway, highway safety, motor
carrier safety, transit, and other programs
funded out of the Highway Trust Fund pend-
ing enactment of a multiyear law reauthor-
izing such programs.

The message also announced that the
House has agreed to the following con-
current resolutions, in which it re-
quests the concurrence of the Senate:

H. Con. Res 74. Concurrent resolution sup-
porting the goals and ideals of a decade of
action for road safety with a global target to
reduce by 50 percent the predicted increase
in global road deaths between 2010 and 2020.

H. Con. Res. 178. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress that we reaf-
firm the historic ties between the United
States and the Netherlands by recognizing
the Quadricentennial celebration of the dis-
covery of the Hudson River and honoring the
enduring values of the settlers of New
Netherland that continue to permeate Amer-
ican society.

The message further announced that
the House disagrees to the amendment
of the Senate to the bill (H.R. 2918)
making appropriations for the Legisla-
tive Branch for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2010, and for other pur-
poses, and agrees to conference the
conference asked by the Senate on dis-
agreeing votes of the two Houses there-
on, and appoints the following Mem-
bers as managers of the conference on
the part of the House: Ms. WASSERMAN
SCHULTZ, Mr. HONDA, Ms. McCOLLUM,
Mr. RYAN of Ohio, Mr. RUPPERSBERGER,
Mr. RODRIGUEZ, Mr. OBEY, Mr.
ADERHOLT, Mr. LATOURETTE, Mr. COLE,
and Mr. LEWIS of California.

——————

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 324. An act to establish the Santa
Cruz Valley National Heritage Area, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources.

H.R. 2131. An act to amend the Foreign Af-
fairs Reform and Restructuring Act of 1998 to
reauthorize the United States Advisory Com-
mission on Public Diplomacy; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations.

H.R. 2215. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 140 Merriman Road in Garden City, Michi-
gan, as the ‘“‘John J. Shivnen Post Office
Building”’; to the Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs.

H.R. 3593. An act to amend the United
States International Broadcasting Act of
1994 to extend by one year the operation of
Radio Free Asia, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Foreign Relations.

The following concurrent resolutions
were read, and referred as indicated:

H. Con. Res. 74. Concurrent resolution sup-
porting the goals and ideals of a decade of
action for road safety with a global target to
reduce by 50 percent the predicted increase
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