
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S9733 September 23, 2009 
data, defense services, and defense articles 
related to firearms for end-use by firearms 
manufacturers located in the countries or 
governments of the United States, United 
Kingdom, NATO, Japan, Australia, New Zea-
land, and Switzerland in the amount of 
$1,000,000 or more; to the Committee on For-
eign Relations. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. BURRIS: 
S. 1695. A bill to authorize the award of a 

Congressional gold medal to the Montford 
Point Marines of World War II; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs. 

By Mr. MENENDEZ: 
S. 1696. A bill to require the Secretary of 

Energy to conduct a study of video game 
console energy efficiency; to the Committee 
on Energy and Natural Resources. 

By Mr. FRANKEN: 
S. 1697. A bill to require that household 

cleaning products and similar products bear 
labels that state completely and accurately 
all of the ingredients of such products, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. BINGAMAN (for himself, Mr. 
REID, Mr. DODD, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. 
REED, Mr. BROWN, Mr. CASEY, Mr. 
MERKLEY, and Mr. FRANKEN): 

S. 1698. A bill to provide grants to the 
States to improve high schools and raise 
graduation rates while ensuring rigorous 
standards, to develop and implement effec-
tive school models for struggling students 
and dropouts, and to improve State policies 
to raise graduation rates, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. REED (for himself, Mr. KERRY, 
Mr. KOHL, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. SCHUMER, 
Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mr. BROWN, Mr. 
CASEY, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, and Mr. 
BURRIS): 

S. 1699. A bill to amend the Supplemental 
Appropriations Act, 2008 to provide for the 
temporary availability of certain additional 
emergency unemployment compensation, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Finance. 

By Mr. LUGAR (for himself, Mr. 
CARDIN, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. WICKER, 
Mr. FEINGOLD, and Mr. WHITEHOUSE): 

S. 1700. A bill to require certain issuers to 
disclose payments to foreign governments 
for the commercial development of oil, nat-
ural gas, and minerals, to express the sense 
of Congress that the President should dis-
close any payment relating to the commer-
cial development of oil, natural gas, and 
minerals on Federal land, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. BROWN: 
S. 1701. A bill to amend title 23, United 

States Code, to require corrosion mitigation 
and prevention plans for bridges receiving 
Federal funding, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

By Mr. UDALL of Colorado (for himself 
and Mr. RISCH): 

S. 1702. A bill to amend the Pittman-Rob-
ertson Wildlife Restoration Act to facilitate 
the establishment of additional or expanded 
public target ranges in certain states; to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. SPECTER (for himself and Mr. 
DURBIN): 

S. Res. 281. A resolution supporting the 
goals and ideals of ‘‘National Campus Safety 
Awareness Month.’’; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Mr. GRAHAM (for himself and Mr. 
DEMINT): 

S. Res. 282. A resolution remembering the 
20th anniversary of Hurricane Hugo, which 
struck Charleston, South Carolina on Sep-
tember 21 through September 22, 1989; con-
sidered and agreed to. 

By Mr. REID (for himself, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mr. ENSIGN, and Ms. 
LANDRIEU): 

S. Res. 283. A resolution expressing support 
for the goals and ideals of the first annual 
National Wild Horse and Burro Adoption Day 
taking place on September 26, 2009; consid-
ered and agreed to. 

By Ms. STABENOW (for herself and 
Ms. SNOWE): 

S. Res. 284. A resolution expressing support 
for the designation and goals of ‘‘National 
Health Information Technology Week’’ for 
the period beginning on September 21, 2009, 
and ending on September 25, 2009; considered 
and agreed to. 

By Mr. SESSIONS (for himself and Mr. 
SHELBY): 

S. Con. Res. 41. A concurrent resolution 
providing for the acceptance of a statue of 
Helen Keller, presented by the people of Ala-
bama; considered and agreed to. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 144 

At the request of Mr. KERRY, the 
names of the Senator from Missouri 
(Mrs. MCCASKILL) and the Senator from 
Colorado (Mr. BENNET) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 144, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to re-
move cell phones from listed property 
under section 280F. 

S. 305 

At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 
name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. LAUTENBERG) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 305, a bill to amend title 
IV of the Public Health Service Act to 
create a National Childhood Brain 
Tumor Prevention Network to provide 
grants and coordinate research with re-
spect to the causes of and risk factors 
associated with childhood brain tu-
mors, and for other purposes. 

S. 451 

At the request of Ms. MIKULSKI, the 
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr. 
AKAKA) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
451, a bill to require the Secretary of 
the Treasury to mint coins in com-
memoration of the centennial of the 
establishment of the Girl Scouts of the 
United States of America. 

At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr. 
INOUYE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
451, supra. 

S. 546 

At the request of Mr. REID, the name 
of the Senator from Alaska (Ms. MUR-

KOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
546, a bill to amend title 10, United 
States Code, to permit certain retired 
members of the uniformed services who 
have a service-connected disability to 
receive both disability compensation 
from the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs for their disability and either re-
tired pay by reason of their years of 
military service or Combat-Related 
Special Compensation. 

S. 653 
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, his 

name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
653, a bill to require the Secretary of 
the Treasury to mint coins in com-
memoration of the bicentennial of the 
writing of the Star-Spangled Banner, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 727 
At the request of Ms. LANDRIEU, the 

name of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 727, a bill to amend title 
18, United States Code, to prohibit cer-
tain conduct relating to the use of 
horses for human consumption. 

S. 729 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

name of the Senator from Maryland 
(Ms. MIKULSKI) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 729, a bill to amend the Illegal 
Immigration Reform and Immigrant 
Responsibility Act of 1996 to permit 
States to determine State residency for 
higher education purposes and to au-
thorize the cancellation of removal and 
adjustment of status of certain alien 
students who are long-term United 
States residents and who entered the 
United States as children, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 833 
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 

name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. LAUTENBERG) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 833, a bill to amend title 
XIX of the Social Security Act to per-
mit States the option to provide Med-
icaid coverage for low-income individ-
uals infected with HIV. 

S. 883 
At the request of Mr. KERRY, the 

name of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. WICKER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 883, a bill to require the Secretary 
of the Treasury to mint coins in rec-
ognition and celebration of the estab-
lishment of the Medal of Honor in 1861, 
America’s highest award for valor in 
action against an enemy force which 
can be bestowed upon an individual 
serving in the Armed Services of the 
United States, to honor the American 
military men and women who have 
been recipients of the Medal of Honor, 
and to promote awareness of what the 
Medal of Honor represents and how or-
dinary Americans, through courage, 
sacrifice, selfless service and patriot-
ism, can challenge fate and change the 
course of history. 

S. 891 
At the request of Mr. BROWNBACK, the 

name of the Senator from Rhode Island 
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 891, a bill to require an-
nual disclosure to the Securities and 
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Exchange Commission of activities in-
volving columbite-tantalite, cas-
siterite, and wolframite from the 
Democratic Republic of Congo, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1008 

At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the 
name of the Senator from Texas (Mrs. 
HUTCHISON) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1008, a bill to amend title 10, United 
States Code, to limit requirements of 
separation pay, special separation ben-
efits, and voluntary separation incen-
tive from members of the Armed 
Forces subsequently receiving retired 
or retainer pay. 

S. 1055 

At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the 
name of the Senator from Washington 
(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1055, a bill to grant the con-
gressional gold medal, collectively, to 
the 100th Infantry Battalion and the 
442nd Regimental Combat Team, 
United States Army, in recognition of 
their dedicated service during World 
War II. 

S. 1065 

At the request of Mr. BROWNBACK, the 
name of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. WICKER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1065, a bill to authorize State and 
local governments to direct divestiture 
from, and prevent investment in, com-
panies with investments of $20,000,000 
or more in Iran’s energy sector, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1156 

At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the 
name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. LEAHY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1156, a bill to amend the Safe, Ac-
countable, Flexible, Efficient Trans-
portation Equity Act: A Legacy for 
Users to reauthorize and improve the 
safe routes to school program. 

S. 1158 

At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the 
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
CHAMBLISS) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1158, a bill to authorize the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services 
to conduct activities to rapidly ad-
vance treatments for spinal muscular 
atrophy, neuromuscular disease, and 
other pediatric diseases, and for other 
purposes. 

At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the 
name of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1158, supra. 

S. 1340 

At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the 
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1340, a bill to establish a 
minimum funding level for programs 
under the Victims of Crime Act of 1984 
for fiscal years 2010 to 2014 that ensures 
a reasonable growth in victim pro-
grams without jeopardizing the long- 
term sustainability of the Crime Vic-
tims Fund. 

S. 1361 

At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the 
name of the Senator from South Da-

kota (Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1361, a bill to amend title 
10, United States Code, to enhance the 
national defense through empowerment 
of the National Guard, enhancement of 
the functions of the National Guard 
Bureau, and improvement of Federal- 
State military coordination in domes-
tic emergency response, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1382 
At the request of Mr. DODD, the name 

of the Senator from New York (Mrs. 
GILLIBRAND) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1382, a bill to improve and expand 
the Peace Corps for the 21st century, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1481 
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 

name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. LIEBERMAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1481, a bill to amend sec-
tion 811 of the Cranston-Gonzalez Na-
tional Affordable Housing Act to im-
prove the program under such section 
for supportive housing for persons with 
disabilities. 

S. 1492 
At the request of Ms. MIKULSKI, the 

name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1492, a bill to amend the 
Public Health Service Act to fund 
breakthroughs in Alzheimer’s disease 
research while providing more help to 
caregivers and increasing public edu-
cation about prevention. 

S. 1576 
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the 

name of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1576, a bill to require the 
Secretary of Agriculture to establish a 
carbon incentives program to achieve 
supplemental greenhouse gas emission 
reductions on private forest land of the 
United States, and for other purposes. 

S. 1649 
At the request of Mr. LIEBERMAN, the 

name of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. BENNET) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1649, a bill to prevent the pro-
liferation of weapons of mass destruc-
tion, to prepare for attacks using weap-
ons of mass destruction, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1671 
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, his 

name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1671, a bill to enhance the reporting re-
quirements on the status of the Arab 
League trade boycott of Israel and 
other trade boycotts of Israel. 

S. 1672 
At the request of Mr. REED, the name 

of the Senator from New York (Mrs. 
GILLIBRAND) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1672, a bill to reauthorize the Na-
tional Oilheat Research Alliance Act of 
2000. 

S. 1682 
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the 

name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. DORGAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1682, a bill to provide the 
Commodity Futures Trading Commis-

sion with clear antimarket manipula-
tion authority, and for other purposes. 

S. 1683 
At the request of Mr. BENNET, the 

name of the Senator from Tennessee 
(Mr. CORKER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1683, a bill to apply recaptured 
taxpayer investments toward reducing 
the national debt. 

S. 1687 
At the request of Mr. JOHANNS, the 

name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
VOINOVICH) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1687, a bill to prohibit the Federal 
Government from awarding contracts, 
grants, or other agreements to, pro-
viding any other Federal funds to, or 
engaging in activities that promote the 
Association of Community Organiza-
tions for Reform Now. 

S. CON. RES. 40 
At the request of Mr. SPECTER, the 

name of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Con. Res. 40, a concurrent 
resolution encouraging the Govern-
ment of Iran to grant consular access 
by the Government of Switzerland to 
Joshua Fattal, Shane Bauer, and Sarah 
Shourd, and to allow the 3 young peo-
ple to reunite with their families in the 
United States as soon as possible. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2454 
At the request of Mr. VITTER, the 

name of the Senator from Wyoming 
(Mr. ENZI) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 2454 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 2996, a bill making appro-
priations for the Department of the In-
terior, environment, and related agen-
cies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2010, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2471 
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the 

name of the Senator from Wyoming 
(Mr. ENZI) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 2471 proposed to H.R. 
2996, a bill making appropriations for 
the Department of the Interior, envi-
ronment, and related agencies for the 
fiscal year ending September 30, 2010, 
and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2474 
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the 

name of the Senator from Wyoming 
(Mr. ENZI) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 2474 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 2996, a bill making appro-
priations for the Department of the In-
terior, environment, and related agen-
cies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2010, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2493 
At the request of Mr. BINGAMAN, the 

names of the Senator from Idaho (Mr. 
CRAPO) and the Senator from Idaho 
(Mr. RISCH) were added as cosponsors of 
amendment No. 2493 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 2996, a bill making appro-
priations for the Department of the In-
terior, environment, and related agen-
cies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2010, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2498 
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 

name of the Senator from Missouri 
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(Mr. BOND) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 2498 proposed to H.R. 
2996, a bill making appropriations for 
the Department of the Interior, envi-
ronment, and related agencies for the 
fiscal year ending September 30, 2010, 
and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2507 
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 

name of the Senator from Nebraska 
(Mr. JOHANNS) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 2507 intended to 
be proposed to H.R. 2996, a bill making 
appropriations for the Department of 
the Interior, environment, and related 
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2010, and for other purposes. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. FRANKEN: 
S. 1697. A bill to require that house-

hold cleaning products and similar 
products bear labels that state com-
pletely and accurately all of the ingre-
dients of such products, and for other 
purposes, to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

Mr. FRANKEN. Mr. President, today 
I am introducing my second bill, the 
Household Product Labeling Act. This 
legislation will enable consumers to 
determine whether potentially harmful 
chemicals are present in the household 
cleaning products they use every day. I 
want to first thank my colleague in the 
House, Representative ISRAEL of New 
York’s 2nd District, for his leadership 
on this issue and for the tremendous 
work he put into helping to craft this 
bill. 

In many households across the coun-
try, the entire family pitches in on 
household cleaning chores. The effort 
is obviously intended to keep everyone 
healthy by cutting down on germs, bac-
teria, and mold. But unfortunately, 
many of the ingredients in commonly 
used cleaning products may be dan-
gerous themselves. Current law re-
quires that product labels list imme-
diately hazardous ingredients, but 
there is no labeling requirement for in-
gredients that may cause harm over 
time. 

Many chemicals contained in house-
hold products have been shown to 
produce harmful health effects. Con-
sumers have a right to know which of 
these potentially harmful chemicals 
might be present in their kitchen and 
bathroom cupboards. This information 
is particularly important to families 
with small children, who as we all 
know have more direct contact with 
floors and household surfaces. This leg-
islation simply makes that informa-
tion readily available to consumers, 
giving them the opportunity to make 
an informed choice about the chemi-
cals they bring into their homes. 

How many times have you heard on 
the news or read in the paper about a 
new drug or chemical that has been re-
cently linked to health or environ-
mental hazards? It happens all the 
time. An ingredient that a company 

claims is ‘‘perfectly safe’’ today could 
be reclassified as ‘‘dangerous’’ tomor-
row. And an ingredient that is safe for 
most people could be a major irritant 
for a child with asthma. Eventually, I 
hope that manufacturers will take pre- 
emptive action and eliminate poten-
tially harmful chemicals from their 
products. In the meantime, this legisla-
tion is a common sense step in the 
right direction. 

I urge my colleagues to support the 
‘‘Household Product Labeling Act’’ and 
give consumers the right to shield 
their families from potentially harmful 
household products. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the text of the bill be printed 
in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was orderd to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

S. 1697 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Household 
Product Labeling Act of 2009’’. 
SEC. 2. LABELING REQUIREMENT FOR CERTAIN 

HOUSEHOLD PRODUCTS. 
(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this Act: 
(1) CONSUMER PRODUCT.—The term ‘‘con-

sumer product’’ has the meaning given the 
term in section 3 of the Consumer Product 
Safety Act (15 U.S.C. 2052). 

(2) COVERED PRODUCTS.—The term ‘‘covered 
products’’ consists of the following consumer 
products: 

(A) Household cleaning products. 
(B) Air fresheners and deodorizers. 
(C) Floor and furniture polish. 
(D) Dishwashing soap. 
(E) Drain cleaners. 
(F) Laundry detergent and dryer sheets. 
(G) Epoxies. 
(H) Paints or stains. 
(I) Any other similar consumer product 

designated by the Consumer Product Safety 
Commission for purposes of this Act. 

(3) INGREDIENTS.—The term ‘‘ingredients’’, 
with respect to a covered product, includes 
any fragrance, dye, or preservative, and any 
component of such fragrance, dye, or pre-
servative, included in such product. 

(4) INTERSTATE COMMERCE.—The term 
‘‘interstate commerce’’ has the meaning 
given the term in section 2 of the Federal 
Hazardous Substances Act (15 U.S.C. 1261). 

(5) LABEL.—The term ‘‘label’’ has the 
meaning given such term in such section 2. 

(b) LABELING REQUIREMENT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Each covered product in-

troduced or delivered for introduction into 
interstate commerce shall bear a label that 
states completely, accurately, and legibly all 
of the ingredients of such product. 

(2) STANDARD LIST OF INGREDIENTS.—The 
Consumer Product Safety Commission shall 
prescribe in the rules required by subsection 
(d) a standardized list of the ingredients 
known to be included in covered products in 
order to ensure the uniform statement of in-
gredients on covered products in labels on 
covered products under this Act. 

(c) ENFORCEMENT.—Beginning on the date 
that is 540 days after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, any covered product that is 
introduced or delivered for introduction into 
interstate commerce in violation of sub-
section (b) shall be treated as a misbranded 
hazardous substance within the meaning of 
section 2(p) of the Federal Hazardous Sub-
stances Act (15 U.S.C. 1261(p)). 

(d) RULEMAKING.—Not later than 1 year 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Consumer Product Safety Commission 
shall prescribe rules to carry out this Act. 

By Mr. BINGAMAN (for himself, 
Mr. REID, Mr. DODD, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Mr. REED, Mr. BROWN, Mr. 
CASEY, Mr. MERKLEY, and Mr. 
FRANKEN): 

S. 1698. A bill to provide grants to the 
States to improve high schools and 
raise graduation rates while ensuring 
rigorous standards, to develop and im-
plement effective school models for 
struggling students and dropouts, and 
to improve State policies to raise grad-
uation rates, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I rise 
today, along with Senators REID, DODD, 
MURRAY, REED, BROWN, CASEY, 
MERKLEY, and FRANKEN, to introduce 
the Graduation Promise Act of 2009, or 
GPA. This bill would create Federal- 
State-local partnerships to improve 
this nation’s graduation rates, and to 
help transform our lowest-performing 
high schools. 

Twenty years ago, the Nation’s gov-
ernors met with the first President 
Bush in Charlottesville, Virginia, for a 
groundbreaking education summit. 
They agreed to set high expectations 
for education for the coming decade, 
including an increase in the national 
high school graduation rate to 90 per-
cent by the year 2000. Today, we are 
not even close to achieving that goal. 

Indeed, the Nation’s high school 
graduation rate has stagnated at 
around 70 percent. Graduation rates for 
students of color are even lower. In my 
own home state of New Mexico, the 
graduation rate is only 54 percent. Yet 
Federal education policy and funding 
have focused primarily upon elemen-
tary and postsecondary education. 
Only about 8 percent of all Title I dol-
lars go to high schools. 

The economic cost of the high school 
dropout crisis is significant. According 
to the Alliance for Excellent Edu-
cation, if the students who dropped out 
of the Class of 2009 had graduated, the 
nation’s economy would have benefited 
from nearly $335 billion in additional 
income over the course of these stu-
dents’ lifetimes. Failing to address the 
nation’s dropout crisis fails our stu-
dents and our country because too few 
young Americans are prepared to enter 
the workforce, which harms our econ-
omy and our standing in the world. If 
we don’t improve our graduation rates, 
we will lose our competitive edge. 

But low graduation rates are only 
one broad indicator of the crisis affect-
ing our Nation’s high schools. Even if a 
student makes it to graduation, only a 
third of all students who enter the 9th 
grade will graduate with the skills and 
knowledge necessary to succeed in col-
lege or the modern workplace. They 
are not receiving the kind of quality 
education that permits a seamless 
transition to a job or postsecondary 
education. 
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