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S. 902
At the request of Mr. KERRY, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
902, a bill to provide grants to establish
veterans’ treatment courts.
S. 908
At the request of Mr. BAYH, the
names of the Senator from Missouri
(Mrs. McCASKILL) and the Senator from
Mississippi (Mr. COCHRAN) were added
as cosponsors of S. 908, a bill to amend
the Iran Sanctions Act of 1996 to en-
hance United States diplomatic efforts
with respect to Iran by expanding eco-
nomic sanctions against Iran.
S. 941
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the
name of the Senator from Texas (Mrs.
HUTCHISON) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 941, a bill to reform the Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explo-
sives, modernize firearm laws and regu-
lations, protect the community from
criminals, and for other purposes.
S. 984
At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr.
INOUYE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
984, a bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to provide for arthritis re-
search and public health, and for other
purposes.
S. 1052
At the request of Mr. CONRAD, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1052, a bill to amend the small, rural
school achievement program and the
rural and low-income school program
under part B of title VI of the Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education Act of
1965.
S. 1056
At the request of Mr. VOINOVICH, the
names of the Senator from Tennessee
(Mr. CORKER) and the Senator from Ne-
braska (Mr. NELSON) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1056, a bill to establish a
commission to develop legislation de-
signed to reform tax policy and entitle-
ment benefit programs and ensure a
sound fiscal future for the TUnited
States, and for other purposes.
S. 1065
At the request of Mr. BROWNBACK, the
name of the Senator from Oklahoma
(Mr. COBURN) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1065, a bill to authorize State and
local governments to direct divestiture
from, and prevent investment in, com-
panies with investments of $20,000,000
or more in Iran’s energy sector, and for
other purposes.
S. 1152
At the request of Mr. DoDpD, the name
of the Senator from Minnesota (Mr.
FRANKEN) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1152, a bill to allow Americans to
earn paid sick time so that they can
address their own health needs and the
health needs of their families.
S. 1362
At the request of Mr. REED, the name
of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. BROWN)
was added as a cosponsor of S. 1362, a
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bill to provide grants to States to en-
sure that all students in the middle
grades are taught an academically rig-
orous curriculum with effective sup-
ports so that students complete the
middle grades prepared for success in
high school and postsecondary endeav-
ors, to improve State and district poli-
cies and programs relating to the aca-
demic achievement of students in the
middle grades, to develop and imple-
ment effective middle grades models
for struggling students, and for other
purposes.
S. 1422
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1422, a bill to amend the Fam-
ily and Medical Leave Act of 1993 to
clarify the eligibility requirements
with respect to airline flight crews.
S. 1446
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the name of the Senator from Ohio
(Mr. BROWN) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1446, a bill to amend title XIX of
the Social Security Act to provide in-
centives for increased use of HIV
screening tests under the Medicaid pro-
gram.
S. 1492
At the request of Ms. MIKULSKI, the
names of the Senator from Louisiana
(Ms. LANDRIEU) and the Senator from
North Carolina (Mrs. HAGAN) were
added as cosponsors of S. 1492, a bill to
amend the Public Health Service Act
to fund breakthroughs in Alzheimer’s
disease research while providing more
help to caregivers and increasing pub-
lic education about prevention.
S. 1542
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
names of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. DORGAN) and the Senator
from North Dakota (Mr. CONRAD) were
added as cosponsors of S. 1542, a bill to
impose tariff-rate quotas on certain ca-
sein and milk protein concentrates.
S. 1558
At the request of Mrs. LINCOLN, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. PRYOR) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 156588, a bill to amend title 37,
United States Code, to provide travel
and transportation allowances for
members of the reserve components for
long distance and certain other travel
to inactive duty training.
S. 1655
At the request of Mr. NELSON of Ne-
braska, the name of the Senator from
Ohio (Mr. BROWN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1655, a bill to authorize
the Secretary of Education to award
grants for the support of full-service
community schools, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 1674
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1674, a bill to provide for an exclusion
under the Supplemental Security In-
come program and the Medicaid pro-
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gram for compensation provided to in-
dividuals who participate in clinical
trials for rare diseases or conditions.

S. CON. RES. 14

At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. THUNE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Con. Res. 14, a concurrent
resolution supporting the Local Radio
Freedom Act.

S. RES. 266

At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the names of the Senator from Mary-
land (Mr. CARDIN), the Senator from
New Mexico (Mr. BINGAMAN), the Sen-
ator from Rhode Island (Mr.
WHITEHOUSE) and the Senator from Ha-
waii (Mr. INOUYE) were added as co-
sponsors of S. Res. 266, a resolution rec-
ognizing the contributions of John
Sweeney to the United States labor
movement.

At the request of Mr. DORGAN, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
Res. 266, supra.

S. RES. 268

At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
names of the Senator from Idaho (Mr.
CRAPO) and the Senator from Wisconsin
(Mr. FEINGOLD) were added as cospon-
sors of S. Res. 268, a resolution recog-
nizing Hispanic Heritage Month and
celebrating the heritage and culture of
Latinos in the United States and their
immense contributions to the Nation.

At the request of Mr. ENSIGN, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
Res. 268, supra.

AMENDMENT NO. 2361

At the request of Mr. GREGG, the
names of the Senator from Oklahoma
(Mr. COBURN) and the Senator from
Utah (Mr. BENNETT) were added as co-
sponsors of amendment No. 2361 pro-
posed to H.R. 3288, a bill making appro-
priations for the Departments of
Transportation, and Housing and
Urban Development, and related agen-
cies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2010, and for other purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 2365

At the request of Ms. LANDRIEU, the
names of the Senator from Iowa (Mr.
GRASSLEY) and the Senator from Texas
(Mr. CORNYN) were added as cosponsors
of amendment No. 2365 proposed to
H.R. 3288, a bill making appropriations
for the Departments of Transportation,
and Housing and Urban Development,
and related agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2010, and for
other purposes.

————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. AKAKA:

S. 1675. A bill to implement title V of
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Act of
1978 and to promote economical and en-
vironmentally sustainable means of
meeting the energy demands of devel-
oping countries, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Foreign
Relations.

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I rise
today to introduce The Energy Devel-
opment Program Implementation Act



S9438

of 2009. This legislation provides a
mechanism to guide the implementa-
tion of title V of the Nuclear Non-Pro-
liferation Act of 1978, which requires
the United States to work with devel-
oping countries in assessing and find-
ing ways to meet their energy needs
through non-nuclear, alternative en-
ergy sources.

Although title V of the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Act was passed into law
more than 30 years ago, Congress did
not put an implementation framework
into place, and the Executive Branch
never implemented the provisions.
Back then, there may have been skep-
ticism about the economic viability of
alternative energy resources, but in
the past 30 years there have been sig-
nificant advances in the technology
supporting alternative energy re-
sources, and today there is broader
agreement that the development of
these resources is important for eco-
nomic development, environmental
sustainability, and national security.

This bill provides economic and envi-
ronmental benefits to developing coun-
tries and diplomatic benefits for the
U.S. Through the implementation of
the Energy Development Program sup-
ported by this bill, developing coun-
tries will be provided energy assess-
ments, receive support in evaluating
energy alternatives, and be able to
work on cooperative projects with
United States energy experts on re-
source exploration, production, train-
ing, and research and development.
This bill will further international col-
laboration around alternative energy
sources and allow the United States to
take on a stronger leadership role in
this effort.

In addition to providing economic
and environmental benefits, this bill
supports international efforts to pre-
vent nuclear proliferation. The bipar-
tisan Commission on the Prevention of
Weapons of Mass Destruction Prolifera-
tion and Terrorism recently rec-
ommended the implementation of title
V because it will lower the risk of nu-
clear proliferation as developing coun-
tries are encouraged to focus more on
non-nuclear, alternative energy
sources. Providing concrete technical
assistance to promote those energy
sources in developing countries reduces
the inherent risk that accompanies the
wider proliferation of nuclear tech-
nology and materials.

We should remain mindful that the
same nuclear technology that can be
used for peaceful, civilian uses may in
some cases be used to support covert or
potentially dangerous nuclear pro-
grams. At my request, the Government
Accountability Office, GAO, reviewed
the International Atomic Energy Agen-
cy’s, IAEA, Technical Cooperation, TC,
Program, which supports peaceful uses
of nuclear energy, including nuclear
power, by providing nuclear equipment,
training, and fellowships to IAEA
member states. The U.S. provides ap-
proximately 25 percent of its annual
budget. GAO found that the U.S. faces
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difficulty in assessing the nature of the
nuclear assistance provided under that
program, and that state sponsors of
terrorism, including Iran, Syria,
Sudan, and Cuba had received funding
under the program. For instance, GAO
reported that Iran requested assistance
to complete a research reactor that
could have been used for both civilian
and military applications. Fortunately,
TAEA denied this assistance, but this
example highlights the inherent pro-
liferation risks of nuclear power and
the benefit of focusing more on alter-
native energy sources.

This bill puts into place an imple-
mentation mechanism to support this
effort. It requires the Secretary of En-
ergy, in cooperation with the Secretary
of State and the administrator of the
U.S. Agency for International Develop-
ment, to develop strategic and imple-
mentation plans for the Energy Devel-
opment Program. The Secretary of En-
ergy will then be required to carry out
the implementation of the program ac-
cording to those plans.

The Energy Development Program
would be supported by the exchange of
energy experts, scientists, and techni-
cians with developing countries. Fed-
eral employees will have an oppor-
tunity to work with developing coun-
tries on energy assessments and
projects focused on finding and devel-
oping non-nuclear, alternative sources
of energy, while retaining their senior-
ity and other rights and benefits with-
in their home agencies. They will be
able to share their expertise with pro-
fessionals in developing countries and
also bring back new ideas and perspec-
tives from overseas that could help us
in our own efforts to develop alter-
native energy sources.

The time has come to implement
title V of the Nuclear Non-Prolifera-
tion Act. This legislation will put that
process in motion. The benefits of this
program have global impact as we as-
sist developing countries in meeting
their energy needs with alternative en-
ergy sources, reduce the risk of nuclear
proliferation, and take a more promi-
nent leadership role in developing al-
ternative energy sources.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the text of the bill be printed
in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 1675

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Energy De-
velopment Program Implementation Act of
2009,

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds that—

(1) title V of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Act of 1978 (22 U.S.C. 3261 et seq.) requires
the United States to work with developing
countries in assessing and finding ways to
meet their energy needs through alter-
natives to nuclear energy that are consistent
with economic factors, material resources,
and environmental protection; and
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(2) in December 2008, the Commission on
the Prevention of Weapons of Mass Destruc-
tion Proliferation and Terrorism noted that
the Federal Government had failed to imple-
ment title V of that Act and recommended
that the Federal Government implement
title V of that Act to help reduce the risk of
nuclear proliferation.

SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees’ means—

(A) the Committee on Homeland Security
and Governmental Affairs, the Committee on
Foreign Relations, the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources, and the Committee
on Appropriations of the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Oversight and Gov-
ernment Reform, the Committee on Foreign
Affairs, the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce, and the Committee on Appropriations
of the House of Representatives.

(2) ENERGY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM.—The
term ‘‘energy development program’ means
the program established under title V of the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Act of 1978 (22
U.S.C. 3261 et seq.).

(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’”’
means the Secretary of Energy, in coopera-
tion with the Secretary of State and the Ad-
ministrator of the United States Agency for
International Development.

SEC. 4. ENERGY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM IM-
PLEMENTATION.

(a) STRATEGIC  AND
PLANS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall develop—

(A) strategic plans for the energy develop-
ment program consistent with title V of the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Act of 1978 (22
U.S.C. 3261 et seq.); and

(B) implementation plans for the energy
development program consistent with title V
of that Act.

(2) REVIEW OF PLANS.—Not later than 180
days after the date of enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall submit the strategic and
implementation plans to the appropriate
congressional committees for review.

(b) IMPLEMENTATION.—Not later than 180
days after the date on which the plans are
submitted to the appropriate congressional
committees for review under subsection (a),
the Secretary shall implement the plans.

(c) ALLOWANCES, PRIVILEGES, AND OTHER
BENEFITS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—A Federal employee serv-
ing in an exchange capacity in the energy de-
velopment program shall be considered to be
detailed.

(2) EMPLOYING AGENCY.—For the purpose of
preserving allowance, privileges, rights, se-
niority, and other benefits with respect to
the Federal employee, the employee shall
be—

(A) considered an employee of the original
employing agency; and

(B) entitled to the pay, allowances, and
benefits from funds available to the original
employing agency.

(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated such
sums as are necessary to carry out this sec-
tion for fiscal year 2010 and each fiscal year
thereafter.

SEC. 5. REPORTS.

(a) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of implementation of the plans
under section 4(b) and every year thereafter,
the Secretary shall report annually to the
appropriate congressional committees on the
plans consistent with section 501 of the Nu-
clear Non-Proliferation Act of 1978 (22 U.S.C.
3261).

IMPLEMENTATION
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(b) REPORT ON THE ALTERNATIVE ENERGY
CORPS.—

(1) COOPERATIVE ACTIVITIES.—Not later
than 1 year after the date of implementation
of the plans under section 4(b), the Secretary
shall report to the appropriate congressional
committees on the feasibility of expanding
the cooperative activities established pursu-
ant to section 503(c) of the Nuclear Non-Pro-
liferation Act of 1978 (22 U.S.C. 3262 note;
Public Law 95-242) into an international co-
operative effort.

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—The report required
under paragraph (1) shall include an analysis
and description of—

(A) an Alternative Energy Corps that is de-
signed to encourage large numbers of tech-
nically trained volunteers to live and work
in developing countries for varying periods
of time for the purpose of engaging in
projects to aid in meeting the energy needs
of those countries through—

(i) the search for and use of non-nuclear in-
digenous energy resources; and

(ii) the application of suitable technology,
including the widespread use of renewable
and unconventional energy technologies; and

(B) other mechanisms that are available to
coordinate an international effort to de-
velop, demonstrate, and encourage the use of
suitable technologies in developing coun-
tries.

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself and
Mr. MERKLEY):

S. 1676. A bill to allow for the use of
existing section 8 housing funds so as
to preserve and revitalize affordable
housing options for low-income indi-
viduals; to the Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs.

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, today I
rise to introduce the Affordable Hous-
ing Preservation and Revitalization
Act. T am delighted and honored to be
joined in this effort by my good friend
and colleague, Senator JEFF MERKLEY.
It has been my privilege to work with
Senator MERKLEY and his staff on an
issue that is so important to our state
of Oregon and to folks around the
country.

There has been a lot of talk about
housing in the media over the past
year. The topic of most of these con-
versations has been the turmoil in
lending industry and the fallout from
the mortgage meltdown. So much so
that many Americans have by now be-
come familiar with terms like
““‘subprime’ and ‘‘securitization.”

But there is another housing story
here, even though it may not get the
same attention or airtime: It is the
story of homelessness and the struggle
to find affordable housing, and for
thousands of Oregonians it’s a daily re-
ality.

Like many States, Oregon is experi-
encing a sharp rise in homelessness.

In Multnomah County this past Jan-
uary, a count found 2,438 people home-
less on a particular night. That was 13
percent higher than in 2007. The dete-
rioration in the economy since Janu-
ary means there are probably more
homeless on Portland streets now, offi-
cials said.

In July, the Department of Housing
and Urban Development released a re-
port that listed Oregon as the State
with the highest concentration of
homeless people.
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According to a September report by
the National Alliance to End Homeless,
Central Oregon now ranks sixth in the
Nation in overall homelessness rates
and third among rural communities.

In times like these, the Federal Gov-
ernment can hardly stand to lose its
stock of affordable housing. Sadly, that
is exactly whats happening.

As long term contracts are coming
due, many landlords are leaving the
business of affordable housing for the
private market. As these owners con-
vert to market rents, which is in their
economic interest, the low-income ten-
ants will be unable to afford their
homes. With fewer and fewer places to
turn, many of these folks will end up
on the street.

Some of properties have what are
known as residual receipts—funds left
over once the operating expenses and
owner’s distribution have been paid.
Currently, this money can only be used
in the most extreme of situations. As a
result, many of these residual receipts
have accumulated for nearly 3 decades.
In Oregon alone, estimates suggest
there are more than $10 million in un-
tapped residual receipts.

Senator MERKLEY and I believe these
funds represent a substantial asset
that could be used to help preserve af-
fordable housing projects with expiring
contracts. That is why we are intro-
ducing the Affordable Housing Preser-
vation and Revitalization Act.

Our legislation would permit residual
receipts to be transferred with afford-
able housing properties that are sold to
non-profits, provided the non-profits
commit to preserving and maintaining
the housing stock as affordable.

Our legislation isn’t a magic bullet
and it certainly will not ensure that
every American can put a roof over
their head. But we think it’s the kind
of common sense approach that Ameri-
cans can get behind. I hope that our
colleagues will join us in supporting
this bill.

By Mr. CARDIN (for himself, Mr.
ENSIGN, Mr. REID, Mr. ISAKSON,
and Ms. STABENOW):

S. 1678. A bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to extend the
first-time homebuyer tax credit, and
for other purposes; to the Committee
on Finance.

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I rise to
introduce a bill to extend the current
first-time home buyers’ tax credit for 6
months to June 1, 2010. I am pleased to
have Senators ENSIGN, HARRY REID,
ISAKSON, and STABENOW as original co-
sponsors of this legislation.

I know my colleagues remember that
it was housing that led us into this re-
cession. Remember how in the housing
market the values fell, there were
mortgage foreclosures, and housing
starts stopped. Well, housing can help
lead us out of this recession.

The Housing and Economic Recovery
Act of 2008 initially established a credit
at $7,600, and that was repayable over
15 years. The American Recovery and
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Reinvestment Act of 2009 increased
that credit to $8,000, dropped the repay-
ment obligation, and extended the
credit to December 1, 2009.

The legislation I am introducing
today with my colleagues Senators EN-
SIGN, HARRY REID, ISAKSON, and
STABENOW would change the expiration
date from December 1, 2009, to June 1,
2010. I know my colleagues understand
the time delay here which requires
that the houses go through settlement
in order to qualify for the credit. So I
think it is important that we act time-
ly, not waiting until November 1, but
to try to get this bill moving quickly.
It has been an incredibly important
tool to help the housing market to help
restore our economy.

This is a direct extension, a clean ex-
tension. It basically extends it for 6
months. I have talked with my col-
leagues about ways this credit perhaps
could be improved, and I know we will
get into that debate. But I want to
make sure we don’t have a lapse in this
credit being available to help first-time
home buyers. It has been very valuable.
As we work to perhaps modify this pro-
posal, let us make sure we continue it
so as we are fighting to get our econ-
omy back on track, we don’t regress
and lose this tool that is available to
help the housing market.

The credit has been a huge success in
helping to revive a depressed housing
market. As of March 6, 2009, the Treas-
ury inspector general for tax adminis-
tration identified nearly 530,000 returns
claiming more than $3.9 billion in the
first-time homeowners’ tax credit.

As many as 40 percent of all home
buyers this year will qualify for a cred-
it. That tells us this credit is working.
It is getting people who have never
owned a home before into the home-
buying market, knowing that the Fed-
eral Government is providing an incen-
tive. It is estimated the credit is di-
rectly responsible for roughly 300,000 to
400,000 purchases this year. According
to the National Association of Real-
tors, those additional sales have
pumped approximately $22 billion into
the economy. This is a modest tax in-
centive to help an industry that is
vital to our economy, that produces an
incredible amount of economic activity
and jobs. Mortgage applications in-
creased nearly 10 percent for the week
ending September 3 from late August,
the largest gain since early April.

Economists such as Mark Zandi of
Moody’s and James Glassman of
JPMorgan Chase support extending
this credit. While there are signs that
the housing market is stabilizing, we
are not out of the woods yet. The in-
dustry and part of the economy still
needs help. I have talked to many of
the realtors in my community in Mary-
land and they tell me the inventory of
property on the market is at high lev-
els. There is a lot of inventory out
there. More people are wanting to sell
than people willing to buy. The number
of new housing starts for residential
homes is at a very low level. Each
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housing start creates jobs. It creates
jobs in the material industry. It cre-
ates all types of ripples in our econ-
omy. So getting the housing market
back on track will not only help in get-
ting more homeowners into homes and
helping the economy that direct way,
it also creates the jobs and maintains
the jobs of those who supply the net-
work which will create new housing
stock for America.

Dean Baker, the codirector for the
Center for Economic and Policy Re-
search, notes that price declines could
resume later this fall. I quote:

The uptick in sales driven by the credit
has led to a substantial increase in the num-
ber of homes offered for sale at just the time
that the boost from the credit is dwindling.
The inventory will also be a much larger
drag in the slow-selling winter months. . . .

So we now have a large inventory,
and if the credit is not available, I
think it will have a very negative im-
pact on the ability to continue housing
sales at a level of recovery for our
economy.

Extending the credit is prudent and a
fiscally responsible measure. It pro-
vides the help. We know it works. We
know what has happened. We know we
are still in difficult times. It is not the
time to eliminate this tool that we
have available. That is why I am rec-
ommending an extension, not a perma-
nent extension, because we want this
credit to be available to get us out of
our current economic problems. We
know we still need it. A 6-month exten-
sion is the minimum we should do. At
the same time, we should look at other
ways to improve and help the housing
industry and to help the recovery of
our Nation.

I appreciate my colleagues who have
joined me in this effort. I hope my col-
leagues in this body will help us with
moving this legislation as promptly as
possible.

————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 269—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK BEGINNING
SEPTEMBER 20, 2009, AS ‘“NA-
TIONAL HISPANIC SERVING IN-
STITUTIONS WEEK”

Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr.
REID, Mr. BINGAMAN, Mrs. HUTCHISON,
Mr. CORNYN, Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mr.
UDALL of New Mexico, Mr. UDALL of
Colorado, Mr. SCHUMER, Mrs.
GILLIBRAND, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. CASEY, and
Mrs. MURRAY) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 269

Whereas Hispanic Serving Institutions
play an important role in educating Hispanic
students and helping them contribute to the
economic vitality of this Nation;

Whereas there are approximately 268 His-
panic Serving Institutions currently in oper-
ation in the United States;

Whereas Hispanic Serving Institutions are
actively involved in stabilizing and improv-
ing their local communities;
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Whereas celebrating the vast contributions
of Hispanic Serving Institutions adds to the
strength and culture of our Nation; and

Whereas the achievements and goals of
Hispanic Serving Institutions are deserving
of national recognition: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the achievement and goals of
Hispanic Serving Institutions across this Na-
tion;

(2) designates the week beginning Sep-
tember 20, 2009, as ‘‘National Hispanic Serv-
ing Institutions Week”’; and

(3) calls on the people of the United States
and interested groups to observe the week
with appropriate ceremonies, activities, and
programs to demonstrate support for His-
panic Serving Institutions.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION  270—CON-
GRATULATING THE HIGH POINT
FURNITURE MARKET ON THE OC-
CASION OF ITS 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY AS A LEADER IN HOME
FURNISHING

Mrs. HAGAN (for herself and Mr.
BURR) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed
to:

S. REs. 270

Whereas, since the first home furnishings
market was held in High Point, North Caro-
lina in the spring of 1909, the High Point Fur-
niture Market has gained a worldwide rep-
utation as the premier place to experience
the newest ideas in home furnishings;

Whereas, as the home furnishings market
that has more new product premieres than
any other, the High Point Furniture Market
has become known around the world as the
launching pad for the home furnishings
trends that will shape the culture and homes
of the people of the United States for years
to come;

Whereas, every spring and fall for 100
years, as many as 85,000 people have traveled
to the small city of High Point from all parts
of the United States and more than 110 coun-
tries to participate in one of the largest and
most influential commercial events in the
world;

Whereas the High Point Furniture Market
is the intellectual and creative nerve center
of the home furnishings industry in the
United States, and the centerpiece of the fur-
niture industry cluster in the region;

Whereas a study conducted by High Point
University in 2007 estimated the economic
impact of the furniture industry cluster in
the region at $8,250,000,000 annually and
found that the furniture industry cluster was
responsible for more than 69,000 jobs in the
region;

Whereas an economic impact study carried
out at the University of North Carolina at
Greensboro found that the High Point Fur-
niture Market contributes approximately
$1,200,000,000 each year to the economies of
the City of High Point, the Piedmont Triad,
and the State of North Carolina;

Whereas the High Point Furniture Market
is responsible for approximately 13,516 jobs,
just under 20 percent of the furniture-related
jobs in the Piedmont Triad;

Whereas the High Point Furniture Market
is a nonprofit organization described in sec-
tion 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986;

Whereas the Department of Commerce has
awarded the High Point Furniture Market
‘“‘International Buyer Program’’ status for 3
years;

Whereas, as a participant in the Inter-
national Buyer Program, the High Point
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Furniture Market represents the United
States and the State of North Carolina to
the world, and positions the home fur-
nishings industry in the United States front
and center on the world stage; and

Whereas, as the first century of the High
Point Furniture Market comes to a close in
fall of 2009, the High Point Furniture Market
continues to expand and improve, securing
its position as the most important domestic
and international event in the home fur-
nishings industry: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) congratulates the High Point Market on
the occasion of its 100th anniversary as a
leader in home furnishing;

(2) honors and recognizes the contributions
of the High Point Furniture Market during
the last 100 years; and

(3) encourages the High Point Furniture
Market to continue as the world-wide pre-
mier event of the home furnishings industry.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 271—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE
IDEALS AND GOALS OF CITIZEN-
SHIP DAY 2009

Mrs. GILLIBRAND (for herself, Mr.
SCHUMER, Mr. ALEXANDER, Mr. BEGICH,
Mr. REID, Mr. MENENDEZ, and Mr.
LUGAR) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed
to:

S. REs. 271

Whereas Constitution Day and Citizenship
Day are observed each year on September 17;

Whereas, the Joint Resolution of February
29, 1952 (66 Stat. 9, chapter 49), designated
September 17 of each year as ‘‘Citizenship
Day”’, in ‘‘commemoration of the formation
and signing, on September 17, 1787, of the
Constitution of the United States and in rec-
ognition of all who, by coming of age or by
naturalization have attained the status of
citizenship’’;

Whereas section 111(c) of Division J of the
Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2005 (Pub-
lic Law 108-447; 118 Stat. 3344) amended sec-
tion 106 of title 36, United States Code, to
designate September 17 as ‘‘Constitution Day
and Citizenship Day”’;

Whereas Citizenship Day is a special day
for all United States citizens, including
those who were born in the United States
and those who chose to become citizens;

Whereas Citizenship Day is a day to take
pride in being a United States citizen and to
appreciate the rights, freedoms, and respon-
sibilities inherent in United States citizen-
ship;

Whereas, on Citizenship Day, naturaliza-
tion ceremonies will be held at historic land-
marks throughout the United States;

Whereas United States citizens are viewed
with respect, honor, and dignity in the
United States and throughout the world; and

Whereas, on September 17 of each year,
“The civil and educational authorities of
States, counties, cities, and towns are urged
to make plans for the proper observance of
Constitution Day and Citizenship Day and
for the complete instruction of citizens in
their responsibilities and opportunities as
citizens of the United States and of the State
and locality in which they reside’’, section
106(d) of title 36, United States Code: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the ideals and goals of Citizen-
ship Day 2009;

(2) recognizes that citizens from all back-
grounds have made countless contributions
to the strength of the United States, making
the United States a symbol of success, prom-
ise, and hope;
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