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Rights. The initial draft of the GI Bill 
was written by Legionnaires at the 
Mayflower Hotel here in Washington, 
DC. Many consider the GI Bill as one of 
the greatest pieces of legislation ever 
enacted. 

Congress presented The American Le-
gion its Federal charter on September 
16, 1919; therefore, I think it only fit-
ting that we proclaim September 16, 
2009, ‘‘The American Legion Day.’’ I 
sincerely hope that my colleagues will 
join me in supporting this well-earned 
measure, demonstrating our mutual es-
teem and reverence for this out-
standing organization. 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, and the motion to reconsider be laid 
upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 260) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 260 

Whereas, on September 16, 1919, Congress 
issued to the American Legion a Federal 
charter as a wartime veterans service orga-
nization; 

Whereas the American Legion remains ac-
tive in communities at the national, State, 
and local levels; 

Whereas members of the American Legion 
(commonly referred to as ‘‘Legionnaires’’) 
provide millions of hours of volunteer serv-
ice to medical facilities of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs and State homes for vet-
erans throughout the United States; 

Whereas the American Legion continues to 
sponsor activities for children and youth, in-
cluding the National Oratorical Contest, Boy 
Scouts, American Legion Baseball, Boys 
State, and Boys Nation; 

Whereas the American Legion awards mil-
lions of dollars in college scholarships to 
young men and women; 

Whereas the American Legion National 
Emergency Fund provides financial assist-
ance to Legionnaires displaced by natural 
disasters; 

Whereas the American Legion Family Sup-
port Network provides assistance to mem-
bers of the Armed Forces of the United 
States and their families; 

Whereas the American Legion Child Wel-
fare Foundation has provided millions of dol-
lars to programs focused on youth in the 
United States, including the Special Olym-
pics and the Children’s Miracle Network; 

Whereas the American Legion Temporary 
Financial Assistance provides grants to vet-
erans with children experiencing financial 
hardships; 

Whereas the American Legion remains sec-
ond to none in steadfast support of strong 
national defense; 

Whereas the American Legion supports 
maintaining a viable and principled foreign 
relations agenda; 

Whereas the American Legion is a staunch 
advocate for the principal missions of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs; 

Whereas the American Legion wrote the 
original draft of the Servicemen’s Readjust-
ment Act of 1944 (58 Stat. 284, chapter 268), 
commonly referred to as the ‘‘G. I. Bill of 
Rights’’; 

Whereas the American Legion continues to 
support employment programs and opportu-
nities for veterans; and 

Whereas Legionnaires believe that a vet-
eran’s service to the United States continues 
long after the veteran is honorably dis-
charged from the Armed Forces of the 
United States: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate designates Sep-
tember 16, 2009, as ‘‘The American Legion 
Day’’. 

f 

NATIONAL DAY OF 
ENCOURAGEMENT 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent the Senate pro-
ceed to the immediate consideration of 
S. Res. 261, submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 261) designating Sep-

tember 12, 2009, as ‘‘National Day of Encour-
agement.’’ 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, the motions to reconsider be laid 
upon the table, and any statements be 
printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 261) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 261 

Whereas negative images, stories, and in-
fluences in the day-to-day lives of Americans 
can detrimentally affect their emotional 
well-being, interactions with others, and 
general demeanor; 

Whereas a group of teenagers participating 
in a leadership forum at Harding University 
in Searcy, Arkansas, identified a lack of en-
couragement as one of the greatest problems 
facing young people today; 

Whereas the youth of our Nation need 
guidance, inspiration, and reassurance to 
counteract this negativity and to develop 
the qualities of character essential for future 
leadership in our country; 

Whereas a National Day of Encouragement 
would serve as a reminder to counterbalance 
and overcome negative influences, and would 
also provide much-needed encouragement 
and support to others; 

Whereas following the events of September 
11, 2001, thousands of people of the United 
States made sacrifices in order to bring help 
and healing to the victims and their fami-
lies, inspiring and encouraging the Nation; 
and 

Whereas the renewed feelings of unity, 
hope, selflessness, and encouragement that 
began on September 12, 2001, are the same 
feelings that the National Day of Encourage-
ment is meant to recapture and spread: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates September 12, 2009, as ‘‘Na-

tional Day of Encouragement’’; 
(2) acknowledges the importance of encour-

agement and positive influences in the lives 
of all people; and 

(3) urges the people of the United States to 
encourage others, whether it be through an 
act of service, a thoughtful letter, or words 
of kindness and inspiration, and to thereby 
boost the morale of all. 

PRINTING TRIBUTES FOR SEN-
ATORS KENNEDY AND MARTINEZ 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the trib-
utes to Senators Kennedy and Martinez 
in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD be print-
ed as separate Senate documents and 
that Senators be permitted to submit 
statements for inclusion until Friday, 
October 9, 2009. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

APPOINTMENT 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Chair, on behalf of the majority leader, 
pursuant to the provisions of Public 
Law 99–93, as amended by Public Law 
99–151, appoints the Senator from New 
Mexico (Mr. UDALL) as a member of the 
United States Senate Caucus on Inter-
national Narcotics Control. 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The bill clerk proceeded to call the 
roll. 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar Nos. 405, 419, and 420; 
that the nominations be confirmed en 
bloc and the motions to reconsider be 
laid upon the table en bloc; that no fur-
ther motions be in order; that any 
statements relating to the nominations 
be printed in the Record; that the 
President be immediately notified of 
the Senate’s action; and that the Sen-
ate then resume legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The nominations considered and con-
firmed en bloc are as follows: 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

Anthony Marion Babauta, of Virginia, to 
be an Assistant Secretary of the Interior. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

Gary S. Guzy, of the District of Columbia, 
to be Deputy Director of the Office of Envi-
ronmental Quality. 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

John R. Fernandez, of Indiana, to be As-
sistant Secretary of Commerce for Economic 
Development. 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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(The remarks of Mr. WHITEHOUSE and 

Mr. MENENDEZ are printed in today’s 
RECORD under ‘‘Remembering Senator 
Edward M. Kennedy.’’) 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Jersey. 

f 

ORDERS FOR FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 
11, 2009 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 9:30 a.m. tomorrow, Friday, 
September 11; that following the pray-
er and the pledge, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the 
morning hour be deemed expired, the 
time for the two leaders be reserved for 
their use later in the day; that there 
then be a moment of silence in com-
memoration of the eighth anniversary 
of the September 11 attacks; further, 
that following the moment of silence, 
the Senate proceed to a period of morn-
ing business until 10:30 a.m., with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each; and, finally, I ask 
that following morning business, the 
Senate resume consideration of Cal-
endar No. 153, H.R. 3288, the Transpor-
tation, HUD, and related agencies ap-
propriations bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, 
there will be no rollcall votes during 
Friday’s session of the Senate. I ask 
unanimous consent that following the 
remarks of Senator CARPER and Sen-
ator BENNET of Colorado, the Senate 
adjourn under the previous order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. MENENDEZ. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The bill clerk proceeded to call the 
roll. 

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, on this 
day, the day after the President’s 
speech to the joint session, and on a 
day when so many of our colleagues 
have given so many moving tributes to 
Senator Kennedy, I come to the floor 
tonight to talk a little bit about health 
care. What I want to do is share a pres-
entation I have given in every corner of 
my State—all across Colorado, in rural 
Colorado, urban Colorado. 

I am extremely proud that over the 
course of the entire recess—though we 
had townhall meetings all across our 
State, and though there were lots of 
different feelings about whether the re-

form we have been pursuing is a good 
idea—every one of the conversations 
we had was a substantive conversation, 
a serious conversation, about what our 
working families and small businesses 
are facing as a consequence of the sta-
tus quo and also the fiscal problems we 
are facing as a country and how health 
care reform, done right, is an impor-
tant part to fixing our financial health. 

So tonight what I want to do is go 
through some of those slides. I will try 
to be pretty brief because the hour is 
late. But I want to give a context of 
the kinds of conversations we had in 
our State. I think the overarching feel-
ing people had when we were done was 
that we do need to change the status 
quo. The status quo is absolutely intol-
erable for our working families and 
small businesses. But there is a deep 
concern that we have the capacity to 
make it even worse. I left every meet-
ing saying I think that is too low a 
standard for the Congress. We need to 
do much better than that. We need to 
get this health care reform done. But 
we need to get it done right, and we 
need to take the time that is required 
to get it right. 

The first thought I always started 
with was just to explain to people what 
the difference was between our deficit 
and our debt. Our deficit, as this slide 
shows, is the annual gap between our 
revenues and our expenses. And debt, 
which we have far too much of in this 
country, is what adds up year after 
year after year if we continue to have 
our deficits. 

The second slide shows that over the 
years we have actually done a pretty 
good job of managing our deficit. Any-
thing over 3 percent of GDP is a prob-
lem because it is not sustainable. Our 
borrowing costs will outstrip our abil-
ity to catch up to our deficits if we are 
above 3 percent GDP. This slide shows, 
over the years, except for in wartime, 
except in World War II—and more re-
cently during the wars in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan—we have not gone far above 
the 3 percent of GDP. 

This slide just shows us how we have 
stacked up debt so quickly over the 
last decade or so. We had about $5 tril-
lion of debt on the country, on the Na-
tion when the last President assumed 
the Presidency. We are now at $12 tril-
lion. As we can see, there has been an 
enormous spike between 2000 and 
today. 

This is just a slide that shows how 
much debt this really is. Our entire 
economy, our entire GDP, gross domes-
tic product, is $14 trillion. Our debt is 
$12 trillion today. We can see that 
these other countries all have a much 
smaller GDP than we do. That is good 
news. 

Unfortunately, some of these folks, 
particularly China, own an awful lot of 
our debt. 

We also took the time to say to peo-
ple: How did this happen? How did we 
let this happen to the American people 
and to our kids and our grandkids? 
How is it possible that in virtually the 

blink of an eye we went from having $5 
trillion of debt on the country to hav-
ing $12 trillion of national debt? 

As we can see here, both parties bear 
responsibility for where we are. The 
tax cuts in the early 2000s are respon-
sible for $1.4 trillion of the debt passed 
on to our kids and our grandkids; $900 
billion for the wars in Iraq and Afghan-
istan, which we did not pay for—we did 
not make the choices we needed to pay 
for it; we put it on our kids and our 
grandkids—the Recovery Act funding, 
which is roughly $780 billion—40 per-
cent or so in tax cuts, the rest in 
spending—the bank bailout, half in the 
last administration, half in this admin-
istration, $600 billion, and Medicare 
Part D, the drug program for seniors, 
which, again, may be a very legitimate 
program. It may be a program people 
would like to have. We did not pay for 
it. We said to our kids and our 
grandkids: You pay for it. 

These are just CBO numbers that 
show our steady state. If we do not do 
anything to change course, the amount 
of debt will just continue to grow. 

Then, finally—and this is going to 
take us into the health care discussion 
we had in Colorado over the recess—if 
we look at the biggest drivers of our fu-
ture deficits, what we see on this slide 
is that here is our tax revenue line, and 
we can see it is pretty flat over time, 
from 2008 to 2039. But the biggest driv-
ers are our interest on the debt that we 
are putting on the backs of our kids 
and our grandkids, and the spiraling 
cost—or maybe a better word is the 
skyrocketing cost, given the direction 
of this line—of Medicare and Medicaid. 

The President talked about this last 
night. The biggest driver, other than 
interest, is rising Medicare and Med-
icaid costs. Obviously, the biggest driv-
er of rising Medicare and Medicaid 
costs is rising health care costs. 

So, in my judgment, no matter what 
one thinks about the health care re-
form discussion, if you are somebody 
who takes seriously the idea that we 
have to get hold of our deficit, we have 
to get hold of this national debt before 
it so constrains the choices of our kids 
and our grandkids that we are not pro-
viding them with the kind of choices or 
opportunities they ought to have, we 
need to do something about the trajec-
tory of those Medicare and Medicaid 
lines, and that means health care re-
form. 

This slide shows there is no way we 
can cut ourselves out of the problem 
with just discretionary spending cuts. 
This slide shows if we do not do any-
thing differently now, we are all going 
to be talking about tax cuts in the fu-
ture that none of us would ever reason-
ably support. 

So my view is we do face a very sig-
nificant fiscal challenge in this coun-
try and that health care reform is not 
sufficient to solve that problem, but it 
is an important step, and, in fact, the 
problem cannot be solved without ad-
dressing health care. 

As this slide says, we need to ur-
gently address health care reform to 
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