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The bill clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 259) designating Sep-
tember 13, 2009, as ‘‘National Celiac Disease
Awareness Day.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. I ask unanimous
consent that the resolution be agreed
to, the preamble be agreed to, and the
motion to reconsider be laid upon the
table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 259

Whereas celiac disease affects approxi-
mately 1 in every 130 people in the United
States, for a total of 3,000,000 people;

Whereas the majority of people with celiac
disease have yet to be diagnosed;

Whereas celiac disease is a chronic inflam-
matory disorder that is classified as both an
autoimmune condition and a genetic condi-
tion;

Whereas celiac disease causes damage to
the lining of the small intestine, which re-
sults in overall malnutrition;

Whereas when a person with celiac disease
consumes foods that contain certain protein
fractions, that person suffers a cell-mediated
immune response that damages the villi of
the small intestine, interfering with the ab-
sorption of nutrients in food and the effec-
tiveness of medications;

Whereas such problematic protein frac-
tions are found in wheat, barley, rye, and
oats, which are used to produce many foods,
medications, and vitamins;

Whereas because celiac disease is a genetic
disease, there is an increased incidence of ce-
liac disease in families with a known history
of celiac disease;

Whereas celiac disease is underdiagnosed
because the symptoms can be attributed to
other conditions and are easily overlooked
by doctors and patients;

Whereas as recently as 2000, the average
person with celiac disease waited 11 years for
a correct diagnosis;

Whereas Y2 of all people with celiac disease
do not show symptoms of the disease;

Whereas celiac disease is diagnosed by
tests that measure the blood for abnormally
high levels of the antibodies of
immunoglobulin A, anti-tissue
transglutaminase, and IgA anti-endomysium
antibodies;

Whereas celiac disease can be treated only
by implementing a diet free of wheat, barley,
rye, and oats, often called a ‘‘gluten-free
diet’’;

Whereas a delay in the diagnosis of celiac
disease can result in damage to the small in-
testine, which leads to an increased risk for
malnutrition, anemia, lymphoma, adenocar-
cinoma, osteoporosis, miscarriage, con-
genital malformation, short stature, and dis-
orders of skin and other organs;

Whereas celiac disease is linked to many
autoimmune disorders, including thyroid
disease, systemic lupus erythematosus, type
1 diabetes, liver disease, collagen vascular
disease, rheumatoid arthritis, and Sjogren’s
syndrome;

Whereas the connection between celiac dis-
ease and diet was first established by Dr.
Samuel Gee, who wrote, ‘‘if the patient can
be cured at all, it must be by means of diet’’;

Whereas Dr. Samuel Gee was born on Sep-
tember 13, 1839; and

Whereas the Senate is an institution that
can raise awareness in the general public and
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the medical community of celiac disease:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates September 13, 2009, as ‘‘Na-
tional Celiac Disease Awareness Day’’;

(2) recognizes that all people of the United
States should become more informed and
aware of celiac disease;

(3) calls upon the people of the United
States to observe National Celiac Disease
Awareness Day with appropriate ceremonies
and activities; and

(4) respectfully requests the Secretary of
the Senate to transmit a copy of this resolu-
tion to the Celiac Sprue Association, the
American Celiac Society and the Celiac Dis-
ease Foundation.

THE AMERICAN LEGION DAY

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent the Senate pro-
ceed to the consideration of S. Res. 260,
which was submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 260) designating Sep-
tember 16, 2009, as ‘‘The American Legion
Day.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, I rise to
support this legislation I introduced
with Senator LINCOLN, Senator COL-
LINS, and Senator CHAMBLISS, which
would officially recognize this Nation’s
largest veterans’ service organization,
The American Legion, and its vital role
in communities across the Nation, by
designating September 16, 2009, as ‘‘The
American Legion Day.”

Nothing describes the role of The
American Legion more beautifully
than its preamble to its constitution
which is recited by its members at the
beginning of every official meeting.

For God and Country, we associated our-
selves together for the following purposes:
To uphold and defend the Constitution of the
United States of America; to maintain law
and order; to foster and perpetuate a one
hundred percent Americanism; to preserve
the memories and incidents of our associa-
tions in the Great Wars; to inculcate a sense
of individual obligation to the community,
state and nation; to combat the autocracy of
both the classes and the masses; to make
right the Master of Might; to promote peace
and good will on earth; to safeguard and
transmit to Posterity the principles of jus-
tice, freedom and democracy; to consecrate
and sanctify our comradeship by our devo-
tion to mutual helpfulness.

I think we all would agree that these
are extremely lofty goals for any orga-
nization, but amazingly The American
Legion continues to work towards
these objectives—not for themselves,
but for America.

Most people are surprised to learn
that The American Legion was actu-
ally founded in Paris, France. You see
World War I veterans remembered the
challenges facing other wartime vet-
erans from previous generations and
vowed not to let their fellow comrades
face the same hardships, especially
those with service-connected disabil-
ities. They were concerned with em-
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ployment opportunities for returning
combat veterans. They were concerned
about the survivors of combat veterans
who had paid the ultimate sacrifice in
service to their country. They were
concerned about medical care for the
wounded and ill returning service
members.

Now, as at its founding, The Amer-
ican Legion remains focused on sup-
porting military service members and
their families. Since December, The
American Legion’s Operation Comfort
Warrior raised over $170,000 to buy mer-
chandise for Wounded Warriors in mili-
tary treatment centers around the
country. The American Legion also es-
tablished the ‘‘Heroes to Hometowns”
program which helps local commu-
nities prepare ‘“‘welcome home’ events
when wounded warriors are finally re-
leased from military or veterans’ af-
fairs medical centers. Since the first
Gulf War, The American Legion has
maintained its Family Support Net-
work which assists deployed service
members and their families, especially
members of the National Guard and
Reserves. Some requests are for finan-
cial assistance, but other requests are
simply for household chores, such as
lawn work or car maintenance, that
would normally be done by the soldier,
sailor, airmen, Marine, were they not
deployed. No request is too large or too
small.

Many Legionnaires can be found in
public schools on Veterans’ Day or Me-
morial Day talking about their mili-
tary service in periods of armed con-
flict to make sure the next generation
of Americans understands the sac-
rifices and hardships of previous gen-
erations of wartime veterans. Legion-
naires also teach students about the
proper display and care of the Flag of
the United States.

The American Legion works closely
with the American Red Cross—the
largest organization of blood donors
and a working partner in disaster as-
sistance. Many American Legion Posts
serve as Red Cross and FEMA work
centers in areas hit by natural disas-
ters.

The American Legion is also proud of
its membership’s spirit of vol-
unteerism. Each year, Legionnaires
volunteer over a million hours of serv-
ices in VA and military medical facili-
ties, State veterans’ homes, and other
such community volunteer opportuni-
ties.

And one of the most solemn of func-
tions is providing burial details for
fallen comrades of every generation.
The American Legion Color Guards,
Buglers and Rifle Squads perform thou-
sands of burials in veterans’ and pri-
vate cemeteries around the Nation.

As all of us in this chamber know,
The American Legion remains today an
active and vigorous advocate for serv-
ice members, veterans and their fami-
lies here on Capitol Hill. Among its
greatest legislative achievements was
the enactment of the Servicemen’s Re-
adjustment Act of 1944, the GI Bill of
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Rights. The initial draft of the GI Bill
was written by Legionnaires at the
Mayflower Hotel here in Washington,
DC. Many consider the GI Bill as one of
the greatest pieces of legislation ever
enacted.

Congress presented The American Le-
gion its Federal charter on September
16, 1919; therefore, I think it only fit-
ting that we proclaim September 16,
2009, ‘““The American Legion Day.” 1
sincerely hope that my colleagues will
join me in supporting this well-earned
measure, demonstrating our mutual es-
teem and reverence for this out-
standing organization.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, and the motion to reconsider be laid
upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 260

Whereas, on September 16, 1919, Congress
issued to the American Legion a Federal
charter as a wartime veterans service orga-
nization;

Whereas the American Legion remains ac-
tive in communities at the national, State,
and local levels;

Whereas members of the American Legion
(commonly referred to as ‘‘Legionnaires’)
provide millions of hours of volunteer serv-
ice to medical facilities of the Department of
Veterans Affairs and State homes for vet-
erans throughout the United States;

Whereas the American Legion continues to
sponsor activities for children and youth, in-
cluding the National Oratorical Contest, Boy
Scouts, American Legion Baseball, Boys
State, and Boys Nation;

Whereas the American Legion awards mil-
lions of dollars in college scholarships to
young men and women;

Whereas the American Legion National
Emergency Fund provides financial assist-
ance to Legionnaires displaced by natural
disasters;

Whereas the American Legion Family Sup-
port Network provides assistance to mem-
bers of the Armed Forces of the United
States and their families;

Whereas the American Legion Child Wel-
fare Foundation has provided millions of dol-
lars to programs focused on youth in the
United States, including the Special Olym-
pics and the Children’s Miracle Network;

Whereas the American Legion Temporary
Financial Assistance provides grants to vet-
erans with children experiencing financial
hardships;

Whereas the American Legion remains sec-
ond to none in steadfast support of strong
national defense;

Whereas the American Legion supports
maintaining a viable and principled foreign
relations agenda;

Whereas the American Legion is a staunch
advocate for the principal missions of the
Department of Veterans Affairs;

Whereas the American Legion wrote the
original draft of the Servicemen’s Readjust-
ment Act of 1944 (58 Stat. 284, chapter 268),
commonly referred to as the “G. I. Bill of
Rights’’;

Whereas the American Legion continues to
support employment programs and opportu-
nities for veterans; and
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Whereas Legionnaires believe that a vet-
eran’s service to the United States continues
long after the veteran is honorably dis-
charged from the Armed Forces of the
United States: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate designates Sep-
tember 16, 2009, as ‘‘The American Legion
Day”.

———————

NATIONAL DAY OF
ENCOURAGEMENT

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent the Senate pro-
ceed to the immediate consideration of
S. Res. 261, submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 261) designating Sep-
tember 12, 2009, as ‘‘National Day of Encour-
agement.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, the motions to reconsider be laid
upon the table, and any statements be
printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. REsS. 261

Whereas negative images, stories, and in-
fluences in the day-to-day lives of Americans
can detrimentally affect their emotional
well-being, interactions with others, and
general demeanor;

Whereas a group of teenagers participating
in a leadership forum at Harding University
in Searcy, Arkansas, identified a lack of en-
couragement as one of the greatest problems
facing young people today;

Whereas the youth of our Nation need
guidance, inspiration, and reassurance to
counteract this negativity and to develop
the qualities of character essential for future
leadership in our country;

Whereas a National Day of Encouragement
would serve as a reminder to counterbalance
and overcome negative influences, and would
also provide much-needed encouragement
and support to others;

Whereas following the events of September
11, 2001, thousands of people of the United
States made sacrifices in order to bring help
and healing to the victims and their fami-
lies, inspiring and encouraging the Nation;
and

Whereas the renewed feelings of unity,
hope, selflessness, and encouragement that
began on September 12, 2001, are the same
feelings that the National Day of Encourage-
ment is meant to recapture and spread: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates September 12, 2009, as ‘‘Na-
tional Day of Encouragement’’;

(2) acknowledges the importance of encour-
agement and positive influences in the lives
of all people; and

(3) urges the people of the United States to
encourage others, whether it be through an
act of service, a thoughtful letter, or words
of kindness and inspiration, and to thereby
boost the morale of all.
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PRINTING TRIBUTES FOR SEN-
ATORS KENNEDY AND MARTINEZ

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the trib-
utes to Senators Kennedy and Martinez
in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD be print-
ed as separate Senate documents and
that Senators be permitted to submit
statements for inclusion until Friday,
October 9, 2009.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

APPOINTMENT

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair, on behalf of the majority leader,
pursuant to the provisions of Public
Law 99-93, as amended by Public Law
99-151, appoints the Senator from New
Mexico (Mr. UDALL) as a member of the
United States Senate Caucus on Inter-
national Narcotics Control.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar Nos. 405, 419, and 420;
that the nominations be confirmed en
bloc and the motions to reconsider be
laid upon the table en bloc; that no fur-
ther motions be in order; that any
statements relating to the nominations
be printed in the Record; that the
President be immediately notified of
the Senate’s action; and that the Sen-
ate then resume legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The nominations considered and con-
firmed en bloc are as follows:

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Anthony Marion Babauta, of Virginia, to

be an Assistant Secretary of the Interior.
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

Gary S. Guzy, of the District of Columbia,
to be Deputy Director of the Office of Envi-
ronmental Quality.

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

John R. Fernandez, of Indiana, to be As-
sistant Secretary of Commerce for Economic
Development.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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