
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S9273 September 10, 2009 
that an amendment to the title, which 
is at the desk, be agreed to; the mo-
tions to reconsider be laid upon the 
table, with no intervening action or de-
bate, and any statements related to the 
resolution be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment (No. 2326) was agreed 
to as follows: 

On page 3, line 3, strike ‘‘annually observe 
a ‘National Day of Service and Remem-
brance’ ’’ and insert ‘‘observe a ‘National 
Day of Service and Remembrance’ on Sep-
tember 11, 2009’’. 

The resolution (S. Res. 245), as 
amended, was agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The title amendment (No. 2327) was 

agreed to, as follows: 
Amend the title so as to read: ‘‘Recog-

nizing September 11, 2009, as a ‘National Day 
of Service and Remembrance’.’’. 

The resolution, as amended, with its 
preamble, reads as follows: 

S. RES. 245 

Whereas, on September 11, 2001, terrorists 
ruthlessly attacked the United States, lead-
ing to the tragic deaths and injuries of thou-
sands of innocent United States citizens and 
other citizens from more than 90 different 
countries and territories; 

Whereas in response to the attacks in New 
York City, Washington, DC, and Shanksville, 
Pennsylvania, firefighters, police officers, 
emergency medical technicians, physicians, 
nurses, military personnel, and other first 
responders immediately and without concern 
for their own well-being rose to service, in a 
heroic attempt to protect the lives of those 
still at risk, consequently saving thousands 
of men and women; 

Whereas in the immediate aftermath of the 
attacks, thousands of recovery workers, in-
cluding trades personnel, iron workers, 
equipment operators, and many others, 
joined with firemen, police officers, and mili-
tary personnel to help to search for and re-
cover victims lost in the terrorist attacks; 

Whereas in the days, weeks, and months 
following the attacks, thousands of people in 
the United States and others spontaneously 
volunteered to help support the rescue and 
recovery efforts, braving both physical and 
emotional hardship; 

Whereas many first responders, rescue and 
recovery workers, and volunteers, as well as 
survivors of the 9/11 terrorist attacks, con-
tinue to suffer from serious medical illnesses 
and emotional distress related to the phys-
ical and mental trauma of the 9/11 tragedy; 

Whereas hundreds of thousands of brave 
men and women continue to serve every day, 
having answered the call to duty as members 
of the United States Armed Forces, with 
thousands having given their lives or suf-
fered injury to defend our Nation’s security 
and prevent future terrorist attacks; 

Whereas the entire Nation witnessed and 
shared in the tragedy of September 11, 2001, 
and in the immediate aftermath of the at-
tacks became unified under a remarkable 
spirit of service and compassion that in-
spired and helped heal the Nation; 

Whereas in the years immediately fol-
lowing the attacks of September 11, 2001, the 
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics documented 
a marked increase in volunteerism among 
the people of the United States; 

Whereas families of 9/11 victims, survivors, 
first responders, rescue and recovery work-
ers, and volunteers called for Congress to 
pass legislation to formally authorize the es-
tablishment of September 11 as an annually 

recognized ‘‘National Day of Service and Re-
membrance’’, and for the President of the 
United States to proclaim the day as such; 

Whereas, in 2004, Congress unanimously 
passed H. Con. Res. 473, expressing the sense 
of Congress that it is appropriate to observe 
the anniversary of the attacks of September 
11, 2001, with voluntary acts of service and 
compassion; 

Whereas hundreds of thousands of people in 
the United States from all 50 States, as well 
as others who live in 170 different countries, 
annually observe the anniversary of the at-
tacks of September 11, 2001, by personally en-
gaging in service, good deeds, and other 
charitable acts; and 

Whereas, on March 31, 2009, Congress 
passed the Edward M. Kennedy Serve Amer-
ica Act, which included for the first time au-
thorization and Federal recognition of Sep-
tember 11 as a ‘‘National Day of Service and 
Remembrance’’, a bill signed into law on 
April 21, 2009, by President Barack Obama: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) calls upon all people in the United 

States to observe a ‘‘National Day of Service 
and Remembrance’’ on September 11, 2009, 
with appropriate and personal expressions of 
reflection, including performing good deeds, 
attending memorial and remembrance serv-
ices, and voluntarily engaging in community 
service or other charitable activities of their 
own choosing in honor of those who lost 
their lives or were injured in the attacks of 
September 11, 2001, in tribute to those who 
rose to come to the aid of those in need, and 
in defense of our Nation; and 

(2) urges all people in the United States to 
continue to live their lives throughout the 
year with the same spirit of unity, service, 
and compassion that was exhibited through-
out the Nation following the terrorist at-
tacks of September 11, 2001. 

f 

NATIONAL ESTUARIES DAY 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Judi-
ciary Committee be discharged from 
further consideration of S. Res. 247 and 
the Senate proceed to its immediate 
consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk 
will report the resolution by title. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 247) designating Sep-

tember 26, 2009 as ‘‘National Estuaries Day.’’ 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. I ask unanimous 
consent that the resolution be agreed 
to, the preamble be agreed to, the mo-
tions to reconsider be laid upon the 
table, with no intervening action or de-
bate, and that any statements related 
to the resolution be printed in the 
RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 247) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 247 

Whereas the estuary regions of the United 
States comprise a significant share of the 
national economy, with 43 percent of the 
population, 40 percent of employment, and 49 
percent of economic output located in such 
regions; 

Whereas coasts and estuaries contribute 
more than $800,000,000,000 annually in trade 
and commerce to the Nation’s economy; 

Whereas more than 43 percent of all adults 
in the United States visit a sea coast or estu-
ary at least once a year to participate in 
some form of recreation, generating 
$8,000,000,000 to $12,000,000,000 in revenue an-
nually; 

Whereas more than 28,000,000 jobs in the 
United States are supported through com-
mercial and recreational fishing, boating, 
tourism, and other coastal industries that 
rely on healthy estuaries; 

Whereas estuaries provide vital habitat for 
countless species of fish and wildlife, includ-
ing many that are listed as threatened or en-
dangered; 

Whereas estuaries provide critical eco-
system services that protect human health 
and public safety, including water filtration, 
flood control, shoreline stabilization and 
erosion prevention, and protection of coastal 
communities during extreme weather events; 

Whereas 55,000,000 acres of estuarine habi-
tat have been destroyed over the last 100 
years; 

Whereas bays once filled with fish and oys-
ters have become dead zones filled with ex-
cess nutrients, chemical wastes, and harmful 
algae; 

Whereas sea level rise is accelerating the 
degradation of estuaries by submerging low- 
lying lands, eroding beaches, converting wet-
lands to open water, exacerbating coastal 
flooding, and increasing the salinity of estu-
aries and freshwater aquifers; 

Whereas in the Coastal Zone Management 
Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C. 1451 et seq.), Congress 
found and declared that it is national policy 
to preserve, protect, develop, and where pos-
sible, to restore or enhance, the resources of 
the Nation’s coastal zone, including estu-
aries, for current and future generations; 

Whereas estuary restoration efforts cost- 
effectively restore natural infrastructure in 
local communities, helping to create jobs 
and reestablish the natural functions of estu-
aries that yield countless benefits; and 

Whereas September 26, 2009, has been des-
ignated ‘‘National Estuaries Day’’ to in-
crease awareness among all citizens, includ-
ing local, State, and Federal officials, about 
the importance of healthy estuaries and the 
need to protect them: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates September 26, 2009, as ‘‘Na-

tional Estuaries Day’’; 
(2) supports the goals and ideals of ‘‘Na-

tional Estuaries Day’’; 
(3) acknowledges the importance of estu-

aries to the Nation’s economic well-being 
and productivity; 

(4) recognizes the persistent threats that 
undermine the health of the Nation’s estu-
aries; 

(5) applauds the work of national and com-
munity organizations and public partners to 
promote public awareness, protection, and 
restoration of estuaries; and 

(6) reaffirms its support for estuaries, in-
cluding the preservation, protection, and res-
toration thereof, and expresses its intent to 
continue working to protect and restore the 
estuaries of the United States. 

f 

NATIONAL CELIAC DISEASE 
AWARENESS DAY 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate now proceed to the consideration of 
S. Res. 259, which was submitted ear-
lier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 
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The bill clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 259) designating Sep-

tember 13, 2009, as ‘‘National Celiac Disease 
Awareness Day.’’ 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. I ask unanimous 
consent that the resolution be agreed 
to, the preamble be agreed to, and the 
motion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 259) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 259 

Whereas celiac disease affects approxi-
mately 1 in every 130 people in the United 
States, for a total of 3,000,000 people; 

Whereas the majority of people with celiac 
disease have yet to be diagnosed; 

Whereas celiac disease is a chronic inflam-
matory disorder that is classified as both an 
autoimmune condition and a genetic condi-
tion; 

Whereas celiac disease causes damage to 
the lining of the small intestine, which re-
sults in overall malnutrition; 

Whereas when a person with celiac disease 
consumes foods that contain certain protein 
fractions, that person suffers a cell-mediated 
immune response that damages the villi of 
the small intestine, interfering with the ab-
sorption of nutrients in food and the effec-
tiveness of medications; 

Whereas such problematic protein frac-
tions are found in wheat, barley, rye, and 
oats, which are used to produce many foods, 
medications, and vitamins; 

Whereas because celiac disease is a genetic 
disease, there is an increased incidence of ce-
liac disease in families with a known history 
of celiac disease; 

Whereas celiac disease is underdiagnosed 
because the symptoms can be attributed to 
other conditions and are easily overlooked 
by doctors and patients; 

Whereas as recently as 2000, the average 
person with celiac disease waited 11 years for 
a correct diagnosis; 

Whereas 1⁄2 of all people with celiac disease 
do not show symptoms of the disease; 

Whereas celiac disease is diagnosed by 
tests that measure the blood for abnormally 
high levels of the antibodies of 
immunoglobulin A, anti-tissue 
transglutaminase, and IgA anti-endomysium 
antibodies; 

Whereas celiac disease can be treated only 
by implementing a diet free of wheat, barley, 
rye, and oats, often called a ‘‘gluten-free 
diet’’; 

Whereas a delay in the diagnosis of celiac 
disease can result in damage to the small in-
testine, which leads to an increased risk for 
malnutrition, anemia, lymphoma, adenocar-
cinoma, osteoporosis, miscarriage, con-
genital malformation, short stature, and dis-
orders of skin and other organs; 

Whereas celiac disease is linked to many 
autoimmune disorders, including thyroid 
disease, systemic lupus erythematosus, type 
1 diabetes, liver disease, collagen vascular 
disease, rheumatoid arthritis, and Sjogren’s 
syndrome; 

Whereas the connection between celiac dis-
ease and diet was first established by Dr. 
Samuel Gee, who wrote, ‘‘if the patient can 
be cured at all, it must be by means of diet’’; 

Whereas Dr. Samuel Gee was born on Sep-
tember 13, 1839; and 

Whereas the Senate is an institution that 
can raise awareness in the general public and 

the medical community of celiac disease: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates September 13, 2009, as ‘‘Na-

tional Celiac Disease Awareness Day’’; 
(2) recognizes that all people of the United 

States should become more informed and 
aware of celiac disease; 

(3) calls upon the people of the United 
States to observe National Celiac Disease 
Awareness Day with appropriate ceremonies 
and activities; and 

(4) respectfully requests the Secretary of 
the Senate to transmit a copy of this resolu-
tion to the Celiac Sprue Association, the 
American Celiac Society and the Celiac Dis-
ease Foundation. 

f 

THE AMERICAN LEGION DAY 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent the Senate pro-
ceed to the consideration of S. Res. 260, 
which was submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 260) designating Sep-

tember 16, 2009, as ‘‘The American Legion 
Day.’’ 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, I rise to 
support this legislation I introduced 
with Senator LINCOLN, Senator COL-
LINS, and Senator CHAMBLISS, which 
would officially recognize this Nation’s 
largest veterans’ service organization, 
The American Legion, and its vital role 
in communities across the Nation, by 
designating September 16, 2009, as ‘‘The 
American Legion Day.’’ 

Nothing describes the role of The 
American Legion more beautifully 
than its preamble to its constitution 
which is recited by its members at the 
beginning of every official meeting. 

For God and Country, we associated our-
selves together for the following purposes: 
To uphold and defend the Constitution of the 
United States of America; to maintain law 
and order; to foster and perpetuate a one 
hundred percent Americanism; to preserve 
the memories and incidents of our associa-
tions in the Great Wars; to inculcate a sense 
of individual obligation to the community, 
state and nation; to combat the autocracy of 
both the classes and the masses; to make 
right the Master of Might; to promote peace 
and good will on earth; to safeguard and 
transmit to Posterity the principles of jus-
tice, freedom and democracy; to consecrate 
and sanctify our comradeship by our devo-
tion to mutual helpfulness. 

I think we all would agree that these 
are extremely lofty goals for any orga-
nization, but amazingly The American 
Legion continues to work towards 
these objectives—not for themselves, 
but for America. 

Most people are surprised to learn 
that The American Legion was actu-
ally founded in Paris, France. You see 
World War I veterans remembered the 
challenges facing other wartime vet-
erans from previous generations and 
vowed not to let their fellow comrades 
face the same hardships, especially 
those with service-connected disabil-
ities. They were concerned with em-

ployment opportunities for returning 
combat veterans. They were concerned 
about the survivors of combat veterans 
who had paid the ultimate sacrifice in 
service to their country. They were 
concerned about medical care for the 
wounded and ill returning service 
members. 

Now, as at its founding, The Amer-
ican Legion remains focused on sup-
porting military service members and 
their families. Since December, The 
American Legion’s Operation Comfort 
Warrior raised over $170,000 to buy mer-
chandise for Wounded Warriors in mili-
tary treatment centers around the 
country. The American Legion also es-
tablished the ‘‘Heroes to Hometowns’’ 
program which helps local commu-
nities prepare ‘‘welcome home’’ events 
when wounded warriors are finally re-
leased from military or veterans’ af-
fairs medical centers. Since the first 
Gulf War, The American Legion has 
maintained its Family Support Net-
work which assists deployed service 
members and their families, especially 
members of the National Guard and 
Reserves. Some requests are for finan-
cial assistance, but other requests are 
simply for household chores, such as 
lawn work or car maintenance, that 
would normally be done by the soldier, 
sailor, airmen, Marine, were they not 
deployed. No request is too large or too 
small. 

Many Legionnaires can be found in 
public schools on Veterans’ Day or Me-
morial Day talking about their mili-
tary service in periods of armed con-
flict to make sure the next generation 
of Americans understands the sac-
rifices and hardships of previous gen-
erations of wartime veterans. Legion-
naires also teach students about the 
proper display and care of the Flag of 
the United States. 

The American Legion works closely 
with the American Red Cross—the 
largest organization of blood donors 
and a working partner in disaster as-
sistance. Many American Legion Posts 
serve as Red Cross and FEMA work 
centers in areas hit by natural disas-
ters. 

The American Legion is also proud of 
its membership’s spirit of vol-
unteerism. Each year, Legionnaires 
volunteer over a million hours of serv-
ices in VA and military medical facili-
ties, State veterans’ homes, and other 
such community volunteer opportuni-
ties. 

And one of the most solemn of func-
tions is providing burial details for 
fallen comrades of every generation. 
The American Legion Color Guards, 
Buglers and Rifle Squads perform thou-
sands of burials in veterans’ and pri-
vate cemeteries around the Nation. 

As all of us in this chamber know, 
The American Legion remains today an 
active and vigorous advocate for serv-
ice members, veterans and their fami-
lies here on Capitol Hill. Among its 
greatest legislative achievements was 
the enactment of the Servicemen’s Re-
adjustment Act of 1944, the GI Bill of 
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