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In recent years, natural gas produc-
tion from conventional resources has
continued to decline, but production
from unconventional resources such as
coal beds, tight gas sands, and particu-
larly from natural gas shales has in-
creased.

These are in regions—such as the
Northeast—that are not traditionally
thought of as gas-producing States. In
fact, expanded drilling in tight gas
sands and gas shales helped increase
total U.S. gas production by about 9
percent in 2008 after a decade of its
being roughly constant.

We also have natural gas reserves,
particularly off our coasts, that have
yet to be fully explored.

Now, let me be clear in that I do not
support drilling for gas anywhere and
everywhere. I believe certain areas,
both on and offshore, should be placed
off limits to development.

But we also need to take advantage
of this domestic resource and develop
some of these resources in an environ-
mentally friendly way. That is why,
during consideration of the clean en-
ergy bill in the Energy and Natural Re-
sources Committee, I supported Sen-
ator DORGAN’s efforts to open up the
Eastern Gulf of Mexico to develop-
ment.

Between recent discoveries of new do-
mestic natural gas reserves and un-
tapped reserves offshore, natural gas
can continue to be a vital energy
source for our country. The latest esti-
mates indicate that we have enough re-
serves to sustain our current consump-
tion rate for almost 100 years—and that
is without new technology develop-
ment or new reserve discoveries.

It is also important to understand
how natural gas interacts with other
energy sources, particularly renewable
energy, like wind and solar. Many here
in the Senate know that I am a strong
proponent of a national renewable elec-
tricity standard, or RES. Colorado al-
ready has a State RES and it has been
very successful in both increasing our
use of renewable energy sources and
bringing new jobs to our State. How-
ever, renewable energy sources alone
will not be enough to fulfill our coun-
try’s energy needs, especially in the
short term, and electricity powered by
natural gas will play a critical role in
adjusting to the variability of renew-
able energy generation.

We can take these steps to decrease
our carbon emissions and promote our
domestic energy sources without in-
creased energy costs for consumers.
New natural gas combined-cycle plants
are competitive with new coal plants.
Natural gas plants have lower capital
costs and shorter construction times
than coal-fired powerplants. For exam-
ple, the National Academies of
Sciences recently released a report
‘““America’s Energy Future: Technology
and Transformation’ as part of a com-
prehensive look at our energy policy.
The report found that, at a price of $6
per million Btu, natural gas plants
have the lowest lifetime cost of elec-
tricity of comparable energy source.
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While there has been concern in re-
cent years over price fluctuation in the
natural gas market, the Energy Infor-
mation Administration projects that
prices will range from $6 to $9 per mil-
lion Btu or lower for natural gas for
decades.

Yet natural gas is not just for pro-
ducing electricity. Clean natural gas is
already being used as an alternative
fuel for vehicles. Developing a stronger
and wider market for natural gas vehi-
cles will reduce our dependency on for-
eign oil, create jobs, and benefit the en-
vironment.

As of 2006, there were about 116,000
compressed natural gas vehicles and
about 3,000 liquefied natural gas vehi-
cles in the United States. About two-
thirds of these natural gas vehicles are
passenger vehicles.

The benefits of creating a natural gas
fuel system akin to the current petro-
leum system would be immediate. Av-
erage consumers would save about $800
in fuel costs by switching to natural
gas. And, again, not only is natural gas
cheaper for powering vehicles but it
would also emit fewer greenhouse gases
than gasoline vehicles and natural gas
could be produced domestically.

These facts seem almost too good to
be true, but they are just that: facts.
What we need now is to invest in nat-
ural gas and support creating a viable
natural gas vehicle industry.

So natural gas—a clean, domestic
fuel source that powers mature tech-
nology—is already a force in our elec-
tricity market and is a growing factor
in our transportation system. Yet the
current—the bill that the House passed
does not include appropriate encour-
agement for this energy source.

As I work with my colleagues here to
pass clean energy legislation this year,
I will continue to push for incentives
for natural gas powered electricity and
clean natural gas vehicles. America—
and Colorado—can become the world
leader in clean energy, exporting our
expertise, intellectual property, and
products worldwide, just as we have
done repeatedly throughout our his-
tory. With our budding renewable en-
ergy industry and strong support for
traditional energy sources, Colorado
has a tremendous opportunity to lead
the clean energy revolution, and I do
not want us to miss it. But that means
we must take action now and that is
why we need to get clean energy legis-
lation passed this year.

————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

REMEMBERING THOMAS
MAROVICH, JR.

e Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask my
colleagues to join me in honoring the
life of Thomas M. Marovich, Jr. This
brave man lost his life while working
to protect Californians from a forest
fire.

On July 21, 2009, Thomas Marovich
died during a rappel proficiency train-

S9077

ing exercise while he was assigned as
an apprentice with the Chester
Helitack Crew fighting the Backbone
Fire in Humboldt County. He was 20
years old.

Those who knew Thomas recall that,
since childhood, his dream was to be-
come a firefighter. When he was a stu-
dent at James Logan High School in
Union City, he was honored as Student
of the Year in the regional fire tech-
nology program. Shortly thereafter, he
began his firefighting service as a
member of the Cadet Program for the
Fremont Fire Department at the age of
17 and became an emergency medical
technician, EMT, by 18. He was hired
on as a firefighter for the Modoc Na-
tional Forest in the Big Valley Ranger
District in Adin, CA, after working as
a volunteer while completing basic fire
training. In 2008, after two fire seasons,
he was hired as a Wildland firefighter
apprentice to train for fire manage-
ment. Thomas is survived by his par-
ents, sister, and three grandparents.

Thomas Marovich, like all those who
fight fires across California, put his life
on the line to protect our communities.
My heart goes out to his family and
loved ones and my thoughts and pray-
ers are with them. We are forever in-
debted to him for his courage, service,
and sacrifice.®

——————

COMMENDING WOMEN AIRFORCE
SERVICE PILOTS

e Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, today I
wish to honor the members of the
Women Airforce Service Pilots, WASP,
hailing from the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania who have recently re-
ceived our Nation’s highest civilian
award—the Congressional Gold Medal.
Joan Frost, Julia Jordan, Ruth
Kunkle, Eleanor Lawry, Kristin Lent,
Barbara Posey, Florence Reynolds, and
Lillian Yonally exemplify hard work,
courage, and commitment to their
country.

The WASP were the first female pi-
lots in America’s Armed Forces. They
were stationed at 120 Army air bases
across America, from where they flew
approximately 60 million miles in less
than 2 years and in a variety of air-
craft. Over 25,000 women applied to the
program, a select 1,800 went through
basic training, and 1,074 women grad-
uated.

The contributions of these brave
women to the success of the United
States in WW II cannot be minimized,
and I am truly proud that several of
these extraordinary women called
Pennsylvania home. To each of these
women, I would like to say thank you
for your contribution to aviation. By
going against convention, you broke
important barriers and are the reason
why female pilots fly in every type of
aircraft and mission, including combat
sorties, today.

I am sure that each time a young
person sees a black-and-white photo of
a young smiling female pilot leaning
out the window of her B-26 Marauder,
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she or he is inspired with a sense of ad-
venture and a desire to discover the joy
of flying that the WASP sought and
achieved. Therefore, I again congratu-
late Pennsylvania’s eight WASP and
WASP nationwide. I wish you all the
best as you continue to share your pa-
triotism and courage with your family,
friends, and communities.®

———

COMMENDING WISCONSIN
NATIONAL GUARD UNIT

e Mr. KOHL. Mr. President, I proudly
rise today to recognize the achieve-
ments of the members of 1st Battalion,
128th Infantry, part of Wisconsin’s 32nd
Infantry Brigade, for its selection as
the top battalion in the Army National
Guard of the United States. Mr. Presi-
dent, 1st Battalion, 128th Infantry has
been selected as the winner of the Wal-
ter T. Kerwin Jr. Award for Readiness
and Training for 2009. The award is
given annually to the Army National
Guard unit found to have the highest
deployment readiness in the Nation,
and I am pleased that the men and
women of this Eau Claire-based unit
were found to have standards of train-
ing and maintenance that exceeded the
standards for deployment.

The U.S. Army has selected 2009 to be
the ‘“Year of the NCO” to pay tribute
to the day-to-day leadership qualities
of the noncommissioned officers
charged with executing the training
and maintenance that make their units
function. In the spirit of the ‘“Year of
the NCO,” I would like to pay a special
tribute to the NCOs of 1st Battalion,
128th Infantry, as their leadership
helped make it possible for the unit to
achieve the standards that earned
them this award.

I had the honor of attending the Feb-
ruary send-off ceremony prior to the
unit’s deployment to Iraq. I consider
myself privileged to have attended the
ceremony where the State of Wisconsin
and the soldiers’ families paid tribute
to the State’s largest National Guard
deployment since World War II. The
soldiers of 1st Battalion, 128th Infantry
spent nearly years training for their
mission, and the high standards estab-
lished during that preparation are now
nationally recognized. I applaud the
service of the members of the brigade,
and I wish them success in their mis-
sion to help stabilize Iraq and look for-
ward to their return home next year.e

———————

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message from the President of the
United States was communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries.

——————

EXECUTIVE MESSAGE REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate a mes-
sage from the President of the United
States submitting a nomination which
was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations.
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(The nomination received today is
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

————

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

ENROLLED BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS
SIGNED
Under the authority of the order of
August 5, 2009, the Acting President
pro tempore (Mr. REID) reported that
he had signed the following enrolled
bills and joint resolutions:

H.R. 774. An act to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
46-02 21st Street in Long Island City, New
York, as the ‘“‘Geraldine Ferraro Post Office
Building™’.

H.R. 987. An act to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
601 8th Street in Freedom, Pennsylvania, as
the ‘‘John Scott Challis, Jr. Post Office’’.

H.R. 1271. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 2351 West Atlantic Boulevard in Pompano
Beach, Florida, as the ‘‘Elijah Pat Larkins
Post Office Building™’.

H.R. 1275. An act to direct the exchange of
certain land in Grand, San Juan, and Uintah
Counties, Utah, and for other purposes.

H.R. 1397. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 41 Purdy Avenue in Rye, New York, as the
‘‘Caroline O’Day Post Office Building”’.

H.R. 2090. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 431 State Street in Ogdensburg, New York,
as the ‘“Frederic Remington Post Office
Building™.

H.R. 2162. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 123 11th Avenue South in Nampa, Idaho, as
the “Herbert A Littleton Postal Station’.

H.R. 2325. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 1300 Matamoros Street in Laredo, Texas,
as the ‘“‘Laredo Veterans Post Office” .

H.R. 2422. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 2300 Scenic Drive in Georgetown, Texas,
as the “Kile G. West Post Office Building”’.

H.R. 2470. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 19190 Cochran Boulevard FRNT in Port
Charlotte, Florida, as the ‘‘Lieutenant Com-
mander Roy H. Boehm Post Office Building”’.

H.R. 2938. An act to extend the deadline for
commencement of construction of a hydro-
electric project.

S.J. Res. 19. Joint resolution granting the
consent and approval of Congress to amend-
ments made by the State of Maryland, the
Commonwealth of Virginia, and the District
of Columbia to the Washington Metropolitan
Area Transit Regulation Compact.

H.J. Res. 44. Joint resolution recognizing
the service, sacrifice, honor, and profes-
sionalism of the Noncommissioned Officers
of the United States Army.

———

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 1035. An act to amend the Morris K.
Udall Scholarship and Excellence in Na-
tional Environmental and Native American
Public Policy Act of 1992 to honor the legacy
of Stewart L. Udall, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Environment and Pub-
lic Works.

H.R. 2093. An act to amend the Federal
Water Pollution Control Act relating to
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beach monitoring, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

H.R. 2913. An act to designate the United
States courthouse located at 301 Simonton
Street in Key West, Florida, as the ‘“‘Sidney
M. Aronovitz United States Courthouse’; to
the Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

———

ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTION
PRESENTED

The Secretary of the Senate reported
that on today, August 7, 2009, she had
presented to the President of the
United States the following enrolled
joint resolution:

S.J. Res. 19. Joint resolution granting the
consent and approval of Congress to amend-
ments made by the State of Maryland, the
Commonwealth of Virginia, and the District
of Columbia to the Washington Metropolitan
Area Transit Regulation Compact.

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. REED:

S. 1646. A Dbill to keep Americans working
by strengthening and expanding short-time
compensation programs that provide em-
ployers with an alternative to layoffs; to the
Committee on Finance.

By Mr. REED (for himself, Mr. DURBIN,
Mr. SCHUMER, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. LAU-
TENBERG, Mr. LEVIN, Ms. STABENOW,
Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. KERRY, Mr.
MENENDEZ, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. BROWN,
Mr. BEGICH, Mr. BURRIS, and Mr.
FRANKEN):

S. 1647. A Dbill to provide for additional
emergency unemployment compensation,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Finance.

By Mr. FEINGOLD (for himself and Mr.
MCcCAIN):

S. 1648. A bill to amend the Federal Elec-
tion Campaign Act of 1971 to replace the Fed-
eral Election Commission with the Federal
Election Administration, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Rules and Ad-
ministration.

————

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mrs. GILLIBRAND (for herself, Mr.
CARDIN, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. KERRY,
Mrs. BOXER, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mrs.
SHAHEEN, Mr. LUGAR, Ms. LANDRIEU,
Mr. LAUTENBERG, and Mr. BEGICH):

S. Res. 251. A resolution expressing the
sense of the Senate that the Government of
Afghanistan, with the support of the inter-
national community , should fulfill its obli-
gations to ensure that women fully partici-
pate as candidates and voters in the August
20, 2009, presidential and provincial council

elections in Afghanistan; considered and
agreed to.
By Mr. REID (for himself and Mr.
MCCONNELL):

S. Res. 252. A resolution authorizing the
taking of a photograph in the Chamber in
the United States Senate; considered and
agreed to.
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