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Raymond M. Jefferson, of Hawaii, to be As-

sistant Secretary of Labor for Veterans’ Em-
ployment and Training. 

(Nominations without an asterisk 
were reported with the recommenda-
tion that they be confirmed.) 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, Mr. 
KERRY, Mr. DODD, Mr. LEAHY, and 
Ms. MIKULSKI): 

S. 1556. A bill to require the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to permit facilities of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs to be des-
ignated as voter registration agencies, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. BURR: 
S. 1557. A bill to reinstate the Interim 

Management Strategy governing off-road ve-
hicle use in the Cape Hatteras National Sea-
shore, North Carolina, pending the issuance 
of a final rule for off-road vehicle use by the 
National Park Service; to the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources. 

By Mrs. LINCOLN (for herself, Mr. 
RISCH, Ms. LANDRIEU, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. 
TESTER, and Mr. WYDEN): 

S. 1558. A bill to amend title 37, United 
States Code, to provide travel and transpor-
tation allowances for members of the reserve 
components for long distance and certain 
other travel to inactive duty training; to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

By Mr. KERRY (for himself and Mr. 
LUGAR): 

S. 1559. A bill to consolidate democracy 
and security in the Western Balkans by sup-
porting the Governments and people of Bos-
nia and Herzegovina and Montenegro in 
reaching their goal of eventual NATO mem-
bership, and to welcome further NATO part-
nership with the Republic of Serbia, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

By Mr. BEGICH: 
S. 1560. A bill to amend the Outer Conti-

nental Shelf Lands Act to provide for the 
sharing of certain outer Continental Shelf 
revenues from areas in the Alaska Adjacent 
Zone; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources. 

By Mr. BEGICH: 
S. 1561. A bill to ensure safe, secure, and re-

liable marine shipping in the Arctic, includ-
ing the availability of aids to navigation, 
vessel escorts, oil spill response capability, 
and maritime search and rescue in the Arc-
tic, and for other purposes; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. BEGICH: 
S. 1562. A bill to provide for a study and re-

port on research on the United States Arctic 
Ocean and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

By Mr. BEGICH: 
S. 1563. A bill to amend the State Depart-

ment Basic Authorities Act of 1956 to estab-
lish a United States Ambassador at Large for 
Arctic Affairs; to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

By Mr. BEGICH: 
S. 1564. A bill to enhance the readiness of 

the United States to deal with increased 
maritime and development activity in the 
Arctic as a result of climate change, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. BEGICH: 
S. 1565. A bill to improve Arctic health; to 

the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions. 

By Mr. BEGICH: 
S. 1566. A bill to create the American Arc-

tic Adaptation Grant Program to prevent or 
mitigate effects of Arctic climate change 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works. 

By Mr. BROWNBACK (for himself and 
Mr. WHITEHOUSE): 

S. 1567. A bill to provide for the issuance of 
a Multinational Species Conservation Funds 
Semipostal Stamp; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

By Mr. SPECTER (for himself and Mr. 
CASEY): 

S. 1568. A bill to assist in the establish-
ment of an interpretive center and museum 
in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, to protect and 
interpret the history of the industrialization 
of the United States; to the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources. 

By Ms. STABENOW: 
S. 1569. A bill to expand our Nation’s Ad-

vanced Practice Registered Nurse workforce; 
to the Committee on Finance. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. CONRAD (for himself, Mr. ENZI, 
and Mr. CARDIN): 

S. Res. 234. A resolution supporting the 
goals and ideals of National Save for Retire-
ment Week 2009; considered and agreed to. 

By Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself, Mr. 
REED, Ms. SNOWE, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. 
BYRD, Mr. VOINOVICH, Mr. BEGICH, 
Mr. LEVIN, Mr. KERRY, Mr. BURR, Mr. 
CRAPO, Mrs. HAGAN, Mr. ROBERTS, 
Mr. INOUYE, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. COCH-
RAN, Mr. CONRAD, Mrs. LINCOLN, Mr. 
BURRIS, Mr. ROCKEFELLER, Mr. 
BINGAMAN, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. REID, Mr. 
THUNE, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. CASEY, Mr. 
MERKLEY, Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mr. BOND, 
Mr. BROWN, and Mr. CORKER): 

S. Res. 235. A resolution designating Au-
gust 16, 2009, as ‘‘National Airborne Day’’; 
considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. CARDIN (for himself, Mr. 
VOINOVICH, Mr. HARKIN, and Mr. 
BROWNBACK): 

S. Res. 236. A resolution commemorating 
the 175th anniversary of the abolition of 
slavery in the British Empire on August 1, 
1834; considered and agreed to. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 252 

At the request of Mr. REID, the name 
of the Senator from West Virginia (Mr. 
BYRD) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
252, a bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to enhance the capacity of 
the Department of Veterans Affairs to 
recruit and retain nurses and other 
critical health-care professionals, to 
improve the provision of health care to 
veterans, and for other purposes. 

S. 301 

At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 
names of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. UDALL) and the Senator from Min-
nesota (Mr. FRANKEN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 301, a bill to amend title 

XI of the Social Security Act to pro-
vide for transparency in the relation-
ship between physicians and manufac-
turers of drugs, devices, biologicals, or 
medical supplies for which payment is 
made under Medicare, Medicaid, or 
SCHIP. 

S. 388 
At the request of Mr. BENNET, his 

name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
388, a bill to extend the termination 
date for the exemption of returning 
workers from the numerical limita-
tions for temporary workers. 

S. 423 
At the request of Mr. AKAKA, the 

name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. KAUFMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 423, a bill to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to authorize ad-
vance appropriations for certain med-
ical care accounts of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs by providing two-fis-
cal year budget authority, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 455 
At the request of Mr. ROBERTS, the 

name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 455, a bill to require the 
Secretary of the Treasury to mint 
coins in recognition of 5 United States 
Army Five-Star Generals, George Mar-
shall, Douglas MacArthur, Dwight Ei-
senhower, Henry ‘‘Hap’’ Arnold, and 
Omar Bradley, alumni of the United 
States Army Command and General 
Staff College, Fort Leavenworth, Kan-
sas, to coincide with the celebration of 
the 132nd Anniversary of the founding 
of the United States Army Command 
and General Staff College. 

S. 538 
At the request of Mrs. LINCOLN, the 

name of the Senator from New York 
(Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 538, a bill to increase the re-
cruitment and retention of school 
counselors, school social workers, and 
school psychologists by low-income 
local educational agencies. 

S. 581 
At the request of Mr. BENNET, the 

name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. LAUTENBERG) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 581, a bill to amend the 
Richard B. Russell National School 
Lunch Act and the Child Nutrition Act 
of 1966 to require the exclusion of com-
bat pay from income for purposes of de-
termining eligibility for child nutri-
tion programs and the special supple-
mental nutrition program for women, 
infants, and children. 

S. 604 
At the request of Mr. SANDERS, the 

names of the Senator from Virginia 
(Mr. WEBB), the Senator from Iowa 
(Mr. GRASSLEY) and the Senator from 
Idaho (Mr. RISCH) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 604, a bill to amend title 
31, United States Code, to reform the 
manner in which the Board of Gov-
ernors of the Federal Reserve System 
is audited by the Comptroller General 
of the United States and the manner in 
which such audits are reported, and for 
other purposes. 
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S. 607 

At the request of Mr. UDALL of Colo-
rado, the name of the Senator from 
Vermont (Mr. SANDERS) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 607, a bill to amend the 
National Forest Ski Area Permit Act 
of 1986 to clarify the authority of the 
Secretary of Agriculture regarding ad-
ditional recreational uses of National 
Forest System land that are subject to 
ski area permits, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 624 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

name of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. CARDIN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 624, a bill to provide 100,000,000 
people with first-time access to safe 
drinking water and sanitation on a sus-
tainable basis by 2015 by improving the 
capacity of the United States Govern-
ment to fully implement the Senator 
Paul Simon Water for the Poor Act of 
2005. 

S. 671 
At the request of Mrs. LINCOLN, the 

names of the Senator from Alaska (Mr. 
BEGICH), the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. DORGAN) and the Senator 
from New Mexico (Mr. BINGAMAN) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 671, a bill to 
amend title XVIII of the Social Secu-
rity Act to provide for the coverage of 
marriage and family therapist services 
and mental health counselor services 
under part B of the Medicare program, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 686 
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, his 

name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
686, a bill to establish the Social Work 
Reinvestment Commission to advise 
Congress and the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services on policy issues 
associated with the profession of social 
work, to authorize the Secretary to 
make grants to support recruitment 
for, and retention, research, and rein-
vestment in, the profession, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 693 
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the 

name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr. 
INOUYE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
693, a bill to amend the Public Health 
Service Act to provide grants for the 
training of graduate medical residents 
in preventive medicine. 

S. 772 
At the request of Mr. BOND, the name 

of the Senator from Colorado (Mr. 
UDALL) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
772, a bill to enhance benefits for sur-
vivors of certain former members of 
the Armed Forces with a history of 
post-traumatic stress disorder or trau-
matic brain injury, to enhance avail-
ability and access to mental health 
counseling for members of the Armed 
Forces and veterans, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 775 
At the request of Mr. VOINOVICH, the 

name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 775, a bill to amend title 
10, United States Code, to authorize 

the availability of appropriated funds 
for international partnership contact 
activities conducted by the National 
Guard, and for other purposes. 

S. 801 

At the request of Mr. AKAKA, the 
name of the Senator from Texas (Mrs. 
HUTCHISON) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 801, a bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to waive charges for hu-
manitarian care provided by the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs to family 
members accompanying veterans se-
verely injured after September 11, 2001, 
as they receive medical care from the 
Department and to provide assistance 
to family caregivers, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 809 

At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 
name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Mr. FRANKEN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 809, a bill to establish a pro-
gram to provide tuition assistance to 
individuals who have lost their jobs as 
a result of the economic downturn. 

S. 812 

At the request of Mr. BAUCUS, the 
name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. SANDERS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 812, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to make per-
manent the special rule for contribu-
tions of qualified conservation con-
tributions. 

S. 823 

At the request of Ms. SNOWE, the 
name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 823, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to allow a 5-year 
carryback of operating losses, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 833 

At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 
names of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. CARDIN) and the Senator from 
Massachusetts (Mr. KERRY) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 833, a bill to amend 
title XIX of the Social Security Act to 
permit States the option to provide 
Medicaid coverage for low-income indi-
viduals infected with HIV. 

S. 846 

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 
name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Mr. FRANKEN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 846, a bill to award a congres-
sional gold medal to Dr. Muhammad 
Yunus, in recognition of his contribu-
tions to the fight against global pov-
erty. 

S. 883 

At the request of Mr. KERRY, the 
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CORNYN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
883, a bill to require the Secretary of 
the Treasury to mint coins in recogni-
tion and celebration of the establish-
ment of the Medal of Honor in 1861, 
America’s highest award for valor in 
action against an enemy force which 
can be bestowed upon an individual 
serving in the Armed Services of the 
United States, to honor the American 
military men and women who have 

been recipients of the Medal of Honor, 
and to promote awareness of what the 
Medal of Honor represents and how or-
dinary Americans, through courage, 
sacrifice, selfless service and patriot-
ism, can challenge fate and change the 
course of history. 

S. 994 
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 

names of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr. 
INOUYE) and the Senator from New 
York (Mr. SCHUMER) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 994, a bill to amend the 
Public Health Service Act to increase 
awareness of the risks of breast cancer 
in young women and provide support 
for young women diagnosed with breast 
cancer. 

S. 1023 
At the request of Mr. WARNER, his 

name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1023, a bill to establish a non-profit cor-
poration to communicate United 
States entry policies and otherwise 
promote leisure, business, and schol-
arly travel to the United States. 

At the request of Mr. DORGAN, the 
name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr. 
WEBB) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1023, supra. 

S. 1052 
At the request of Mr. CONRAD, the 

names of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. TESTER) and the Senator from 
Alaska (Mr. BEGICH) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1052, a bill to amend the 
small, rural school achievement pro-
gram and the rural and low-income 
school program under part B of title VI 
of the Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act of 1965. 

S. 1065 
At the request of Mr. BROWNBACK, the 

name of the Senator from Nevada (Mr. 
ENSIGN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1065, a bill to authorize State and local 
governments to direct divestiture 
from, and prevent investment in, com-
panies with investments of $20,000,000 
or more in Iran’s energy sector, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1155 
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 

name of the Senator from Iowa (Mr. 
HARKIN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1155, a bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to establish the position 
of Director of Physician Assistant 
Services within the office of the Under 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs for 
health. 

S. 1160 
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 

name of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1160, a bill to provide 
housing assistance for very low-income 
veterans. 

S. 1273 
At the request of Mr. DORGAN, the 

names of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. SANDERS) and the Senator from 
New Jersey (Mr. LAUTENBERG) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 1273, a bill to 
amend the Public health Service Act to 
provide for the establishment of per-
manent national surveillance systems 
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for multiple sclerosis, Parkinson’s dis-
ease, and other neurological diseases 
and disorders. 

S. 1295 
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the 

name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr. 
WARNER) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1295, a bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to cover transi-
tional care services to improve the 
quality and cost effectiveness of care 
under the Medicare program. 

S. 1320 
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 

name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr. 
BEGICH) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1320, a bill to provide assistance to 
owners of manufactured homes con-
structed before January 1, 1976, to pur-
chase Energy Star-qualified manufac-
tured homes. 

S. 1362 
At the request of Mr. REED, the name 

of the Senator from Minnesota (Mr. 
FRANKEN) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1362, a bill to provide grants to 
States to ensure that all students in 
the middle grades are taught an aca-
demically rigorous curriculum with ef-
fective supports so that students com-
plete the middle grades prepared for 
success in high school and postsec-
ondary endeavors, to improve State 
and district policies and programs re-
lating to the academic achievement of 
students in the middle grades, to de-
velop and implement effective middle 
grades models for struggling students, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1382 
At the request of Mr. DODD, the name 

of the Senator from New Mexico (Mr. 
UDALL) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1382, a bill to improve and expand the 
Peace Corps for the 21st century, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 1402 
At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the 

name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1402, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to increase the 
amount allowed as a deduction for 
start-up expenditures. 

S. 1422 
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the 

names of the Senator from Alaska (Mr. 
BEGICH) and the Senator from North 
Carolina (Mr. BURR) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1422, a bill to amend the 
Family and Medical Leave Act of 1993 
to clarify the eligibility requirements 
with respect to airline flight crews. 

S. 1452 
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 

name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
BURRIS) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1452, a bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to clarify the meaning of 
‘‘combat with the enemy’’ for purposes 
of service-connection of disabilities. 

S. 1518 
At the request of Mr. BURR, the name 

of the Senator from Iowa (Mr. GRASS-
LEY) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1518, a bill to amend title 38, United 

States Code, to furnish hospital care, 
medical services, and nursing home 
care to veterans who were stationed at 
Camp Lejeune, North Carolina, while 
the water was contaminated at Camp 
Lejeune. 

S. 1542 

At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 
names of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
SNOWE), the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) and the Senator 
from South Dakota (Mr. JOHNSON) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 1542, a bill to 
impose tariff-rate quotas on certain ca-
sein and milk protein concentrates. 

S. 1543 

At the request of Mr. DODD, the name 
of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
CHAMBLISS) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1543, a bill to amend the Family and 
Medical Leave Act of 1993 and title 5, 
United States Code, to provide leave 
for family members of members of reg-
ular components of the Armed Forces, 
and leave to care for covered veterans, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1545 

At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND, 
the name of the Senator from New 
York (Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1545, a bill to expand the 
research and awareness activities of 
the National Institute of Arthritis and 
Musculoskeletal and Skin Diseases and 
the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention with respect to 
scleroderma, and for other purposes. 

S. 1554 

At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the 
name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Ms. LANDRIEU) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1554, a bill to amend the Juve-
nile Justice and Delinquency Preven-
tion Act of 1974 to prevent later delin-
quency and improve the health and 
well-being of maltreated infants and 
toddlers through the development of 
local Court Teams for Maltreated In-
fants and Toddlers and the creation of 
a National Court Teams Resource Cen-
ter to assist such Court Teams, and for 
other purposes. 

S. CON. RES. 36 

At the request of Mrs. LINCOLN, the 
names of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. LIEBERMAN) and the Senator from 
Alabama (Mr. SESSIONS) were added as 
cosponsors of S. Con. Res. 36, a concur-
rent resolution supporting the goals 
and ideals of ‘‘National Purple Heart 
Recognition Day.’’ 

S. CON. RES. 37 

At the request of Mr. JOHANNS, the 
names of the Senator from Indiana 
(Mr. BAYH), the Senator from Okla-
homa (Mr. INHOFE) and the Senator 
from Alaska (Mr. BEGICH) were added 
as cosponsors of S. Con. Res. 37, a con-
current resolution supporting the goals 
and ideals of senior caregiving and af-
fordability. 

S. RES. 210 

At the request of Mrs. LINCOLN, the 
names of the Senator from New York 
(Mr. SCHUMER) and the Senator from 
Virginia (Mr. WARNER) were added as 

cosponsors of S. Res. 210, a resolution 
designating the week beginning on No-
vember 9, 2009, as National School Psy-
chology Week. 

S. RES. 233 
At the request of Mr. BROWNBACK, the 

name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
ROBERTS) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. Res. 233, a resolution commending 
Russ Meyer on his induction into the 
National Aviation Hall of Fame. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2225 
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the 

name of the Senator from Washington 
(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 2225 proposed to 
H.R. 2997, a bill making appropriations 
for Agriculture, Rural Development, 
Food and Drug Administration, and 
Related Agencies programs for the fis-
cal year ending September 30, 2010, and 
for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2229 
At the request of Mr. BROWNBACK, the 

name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 2229 proposed to H.R. 
2997, a bill making appropriations for 
Agriculture, Rural Development, Food 
and Drug Administration, and Related 
Agencies programs for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2010, and for 
other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2236 
At the request of Ms. SNOWE, the 

name of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
COLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 2236 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 2997, a bill making appro-
priations for Agriculture, Rural Devel-
opment, Food and Drug Administra-
tion, and Related Agencies programs 
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 
2010, and for other purposes. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, 
Mr. KERRY, Mr. DODD, Mr. 
LEAHY, and Ms. MIKULSKI): 

S. 1556. A bill to require the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs to permit fa-
cilities of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs to be designated as voter reg-
istration agencies, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs. 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I 
rise to introduce the Veteran Voting 
Support Act of 2009 with Senator 
KERRY, and our cosponsors: Senators 
DODD and LEAHY. 

This is a straightforward bill that 
shows our veterans the respect that 
they deserve. Veterans have supported 
and served our Nation—many at great 
risk and sacrifice. It is unacceptable 
for us to allow barriers to exist that 
make it more difficult for them to ex-
ercise their right to vote. 

The bill that Senator KERRY and I 
are introducing today would require 
the Department of Veterans Affairs to 
take steps to assist veterans with voter 
registration and to make it easier for 
them to obtain ballots and cast their 
votes. 
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