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business just over six years ago. I drive any-
where between 100 to 150 miles a day—most
of which is miles driving to and from the Ada
County landfill (2 to 3 trips a day). I am eas-
ily putting $560+ a day of fuel into my truck.
I drive a Chevrolet Silverado 2500 HD pulling
a dump bed trailer. Basically, I am going
through a lot of fuel. The prices are up con-
siderably from a year ago. With the contin-
ued rise of fuel, I am given two choices. 1)
Ask my builders for more money to pay for
the fuel, or 2) Quit my business. Both choices
will have a chain reaction in how it affects
my life (well-being). My builders will com-
plain. Some will understand and be willing
to pay more, others will not want my busi-
ness because my prices are too high. If I quit
my business, I will then have to find other
means of income for my family. Six plus
years of building a business is a hard thing
to give up on. The housing industry in Idaho
is not very good right now and with the low
amount of work, it affects my income. I cur-
rently am making just enough to meet costs.
With the addition of high fuel costs it hits
me twice as hard.

I do not know what the right answer is to
make things better. Off shore drilling for the
United States will not have an effect for
many years. The people of Idaho and else-
where need help now. I do not know much
about law or the principles of supply and de-
mand—but it would sure be nice if the gov-
ernment could somehow make a drastic cut
in fuel prices. I too would like to take vaca-
tions around the state or to Utah to see fam-
ily. This past weekend it cost $110.00 for my
family to make a round trip to Salt Lake
City from Nampa. We have a Honda Accord.
It will most likely be the only trip we take
for the rest of the year.

Sorry for all the mistakes in my writing. I
have so much on my mind when it comes to
my family’s well-being, my business, and
fuel prices.

I'd be happy to share more information.

JONATHAN PLUMMER, Nampa.

Hello Mike, if you want the answer, here it
is. I have traveled this nation throughout
my life. I know that from Alaska to Cali-
fornia there are thousands of oil wells that
sit idle, not pumping at all, at current use
over a 150 years of oil in the ground, already
drilled no exploration needed, no problems
with environmentalists, that is not to men-
tion the millions of gallons of oil that is
pumped from the Alaska pipeline directly on
to tankers only to leave our country (USA)
to be sold to BP or some other company. The
Alaska pipeline in the 70’s was promised to
the American people (one-third of the oil
pumped out of the ground in Alaska is
pumped back into the ground because the
line can’t handle it). Now to talk about re-
fineries, the American people have been told
we do not have any refineries, we have them
in Utah, Arizona, New Mexico, Texas, Cali-
fornia . . . four of the major oil companies in
the USA are held by one holding company,
the last I heard, what they are doing is
called price fixing (which is against the law,
remember the breakup of Microsoft?). Our
government chooses to buy our oil from ter-
rorists, only to support further war, help to
build indoor ski resorts (in the desert) and
manmade islands some of the largest con-
struction projects ever attempted, at the ex-
pense of the American people and our econ-
omy. When will we stand up for ourselves?
“Even China has.” We need to use our own
oil (reserves) say no more to the oil compa-
nies (break them up like in the 1900s) take
control for our country and not let big busi-
ness run it. ““‘Regardless of greed” this is our
country and our economy. If the economy
fails, what good is money (we are on reserve
note not gold standard)? Is not our govern-
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ment supposed to be by the people for the
people? I can show a direct correlation be-
tween the down turn in the economy and fuel
prices. Our soldiers are in the Middle East
fighting a war we cannot win, and the Ter-
rorists are winning the 911 war by destroying
our core (economy) by controlling the cost of
our energy (fuel) and we just sit idle. Our
government says, in part, it is because we
need to go green, but autos are less than 10
percent of the problem.

Here it is:

Use our reserves (o0il in our ground).

Give the Alaska pipe line back to the peo-
ple.

Take our pocket book out of it (political
investors).

Tell OPEC what we will pay (not what they
will have us pay).

Break up the oil companies (price fixing is
against the law).

Let the Middle East take care of them-
selves. The only value they have is the value
the world puts on them. If they are worth
nothing then they are nothing.

Brazil is 100 percent self sufficient and fuel
is less than $1.50 a gallon.

We need to stand up and say no, we will use
our own oil, you would be amazed how fast
the prices would drop, but we would still
need to say no, so we can control it and keep
control of it (in our country anyway).

Of the people by the people we are the
U.S.A.

RICHARD STEPHENS, Caldwell.

————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO OPERATION
HOMEFRONT

® Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I wish
today to honor in the RECORD of the
Senate an organization that is doing
phenomenal work on behalf of military
families across Georgia.

Operation Homefront Georgia is lo-
cated in Marietta, GA, and is a charter
member of the Operation Homefront
national organization that was founded
after the horrific attacks on 9/11. The
organization provides emergency as-
sistance and morale to our troops, to
the families they leave behind and to
wounded warriors when they return
home. For example, if a military vet-
eran is unable to pay his or her mort-
gage due to injury or stress from war,
Operation Homefront Georgia finds the
money needed for the mortgage. If a
soldier needs a wheelchair lift in his or
her home, Operation Homefront Geor-
gia finds a company that will install it
for free. The individuals who are a part
of this organization are truly miracle
workers.

Operation Homefront Georgia is
made up mostly of women, some men,
but mostly ladies that leave work
every day knowing that they made a
difference in somebody’s life. My office
knows that when Operation Homefront
Georgia calls, there is a dire situation
on the line and we do all we can to
help. They don’t take no for an answer,
and their insistence pays off.

Our men and women who are going
off to fight should be able to know
their loved ones at home are safe and
sound. With Operation Homefront
Georgia, they don’t have to worry. This
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fine organization makes sure our sol-
diers return with dignity to a well
taken care of family.

On behalf of a grateful Nation, I
thank them for all they do.e

——————

TRIBUTE TO DR. PHILLIP LEE
ROBERTS

e Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I wish
to join with my colleague Senator
CHAMBLISS to honor in the RECORD of
the Senate Dr. Phillip Lee Roberts,
oncologist and medical director of the
Phoebe Cancer Center at Phoebe
Putney Memorial Hospital in Albany,
GA.

For decades, Dr. Roberts has diag-
nosed and treated patients in south-
west Georgia with a record of care and
devotion that is above and beyond the
call of duty in his profession. In rec-
ognition of his remarkable work in the
field of cancer treatment, Phoebe
Putney Health System is dedicating its
new cancer pavilion as the Phillip L.
Roberts, M.D. Cancer Pavilion.

When Dr. Roberts began his practice
in Albany in 1980, there were few
oncologists south of Macon, GA. At
that time, a diagnosis of cancer was
often a death sentence. Dr. Roberts has
seen the progression of cancer treat-
ment from the earliest drugs and radi-
ation treatment to the modern meth-
ods now used to fight the disease.
Today, the progression of medicine and
technology allows this remarkable doc-
tor to deliver a message of hope rather
than despair to his patients.

Through the years, as technology and
cancer treatments have advanced, his
steadfast dedication to his patients and
his profession has remained strong.
Well into his golden years, Dr. Roberts
is still at the helm of one of the busiest
cancer centers in the southeastern
United States. He has yet to slow his
pace or his professional battle against
the disease he fights daily on behalf of
his patients. Not only does he continue
a full schedule with patients at Phoebe,
he travels weekly to treat patients at
clinics in outlying rural areas, where
access to health care is still limited
and unattainable for many due to eco-
nomic and social roadblocks.

I am ©pleased to join Senator
CHAMBLISS in acknowledging the great
work that is done each day at the
Phoebe Cancer Center and the efforts
of Dr. Roberts over the past 36 years to
provide high quality cancer care. Dr.
Roberts certainly deserves this rec-
ognition, and we offer our sincerest
congratulations on the dedication of
the Phillip L. Roberts, M.D. Cancer Pa-
vilion.e

——————

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mrs. Neiman, one of his
secretaries.

————
EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
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from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

———

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 2:03 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Zapata, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following joint resolution, in which
it requests the concurrence of the Sen-
ate:

H.J. Res. 3. Joint resolution relating to the
disapproval of obligations under the Emer-
gency Economic Stabilization Act of 2008.

———

MEASURES REFERRED

The following joint resolution was
read the first and the second times by
unanimous consent, and referred as in-
dicated:

H.J. Res. 3. Joint resolution relating to the
disapproval of obligations under the Emer-
gency Economic Stabilization Act of 2008; to
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. KYL:

S. 313. A bill to resolve water rights claims
of the White Mountain Apache Tribe in the
State of Arizona, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Indian Affairs.

By Mr. HATCH:

S. 314. A bill to amend title XIX of the So-
cial Security Act to establish programs to
improve the quality, performance, and deliv-
ery of pediatric care; to the Committee on
Finance.

By Mr. FEINGOLD (for himself and Mr.
SANDERS):

S. 3156. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to improve the outreach activi-
ties of the Department of Veterans Affairs,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mrs. LINCOLN (for herself, Mr.
CRAPO, Mr. ALEXANDER, Mr. PRYOR,

Mr. CORNYN, Ms. CANTWELL, Ms.
LANDRIEU, Mrs. MURRAY, and Mr.
VITTER):

S. 316. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to make permanent the re-
duction in the rate of tax on qualified timber
gain of corporations, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. FEINGOLD:

S. 317. A Dbill to repeal the provision of law
that provides automatic pay adjustments for
Members of Congress; to the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

By Mr. GRASSLEY:

S. 318. A bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to improve access to
health care under the Medicare program for
beneficiaries residing in rural areas; to the
Committee on Finance.

By Mr. BINGAMAN (for himself and
Mr. DURBIN):
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S. 319. A bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to provide grants to promote
positive health behaviors in women and chil-
dren; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Ms. CANTWELL:

S. 320. A bill to ensure that short- and
long-term investment decisions critical to
economic stimulus and job creation in clean
energy are supported by Federal programs
and reliable tax incentives; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Mr. VOINOVICH (for himself, Mr.
TESTER, and Ms. KLOBUCHAR):

S. 321. A bill to require the Secretary of
Homeland Security and the Secretary of
State to accept passport cards at air ports of
entry and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. SCHUMER (for himself, Mr.
SPECTER, Mr. CARPER, Mr. MENENDEZ,
Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. DoDD, Mr. WYDEN,
Mr. KERRY, Mrs. BOXER, Mr.
LIEBERMAN, Mr. BINGAMAN, Mr.
CARDIN, and Mr. LAUTENBERG):

S. 322. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to equalize the exclusion
from gross income of parking and transpor-
tation fringe benefits and to provide for a
common cost-of-living adjustment, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

By Mr. CONRAD (for himself, Mrs. LIN-
COLN, and Mr. NELSON of Nebraska):

S. 323. A bill to provide infrastructure, nu-
trition, and housing assistance to rural areas
of the United States; to the Committee on
Finance.

By Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr.
DURBIN, Ms. SNOWE, Mr. LAUTENBERG,
Mr. WHITEHOUSE, and Mr. BROWN):

S. 324. A bill to provide for research on, and
services for individuals with, postpartum de-
pression and psychosis; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. COCHRAN:

S. 325. A bill to amend section 845 of title
18, United States Code, relating to explo-
sives, to grant the Attorney General exemp-
tion authority; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary.

By Mr. McCONNELL (for himself, Mr.
KyL, Mr. VITTER, Mr. CHAMBLISS, Mr.
BUNNING, Mr. GREGG, Mr. COBURN,
Mr. BURR, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. GRAHAM,
Mr. INHOFE, Mr. CORNYN, Mr.
BROWNBACK, Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. EN-
SIGN, Mr. THUNE, Mr. DEMINT, Mr.
BENNETT, and Mr. BARRASSO):

S. 326. A bill to amend title XXTI of the So-
cial Security Act to reauthorize the State
Children’s Health Insurance Program
through fiscal year 2013, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. LEAHY:

S. 327. A Dbill to amend the Violence
Against Women Act of 1994 and the Omnibus
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to
improve assistance to domestic and sexual
violence victims and provide for technical
corrections; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.

By Mr. ROCKEFELLER (for himself,
Mr. KERRY, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, and Mr.
SCHUMER):

S. 328. A bill to postpone the DTV transi-
tion date; read twice.
By Mr. LEAHY:

S. 329. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend the nonbusiness
energy property credit for property placed in
service during 2008; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.
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SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. VOINOVICH (for himself and
Mr. CASEY):

S. Res. 20. A resolution celebrating the
60th anniversary of the North Atlantic Trea-
ty Organization; to the Committee on For-
eign Relations.

By Mr. REID (for himself and Mr.
MCCONNELL):

S. Res. 21. A resolution to authorize testi-
mony in United States of America v. Vincent
J. Fumo, et al; considered and agreed to.

——————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 85
At the request of Mr. VITTER, the
name of the Senator from Oklahoma
(Mr. INHOFE) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 85, a bill to amend title X of the
Public Health Service Act to prohibit
family planning grants from being
awarded to any entity that performs
abortions.
S. 102
At the request of Mr. VITTER, the
name of the Senator from Nevada (Mr.
ENSIGN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
102, a bill to repeal the provision of law
that provides automatic pay adjust-
ments for Members of Congress.
S. 154
At the request of Mr. ENSIGN, the
name of the Senator from Utah (Mr.
BENNETT) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1564, a bill to require the Congres-
sional Budget Office and the Joint
Committee on Taxation to use dynamic
economic modeling in addition to stat-
ic economic modeling in the prepara-
tion of budgetary estimates of proposed
changes in Federal revenue law.
S. 162
At the request of Mr. FEINGOLD, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
NELSON) was withdrawn as a cosponsor
of S. 162, a bill to provide greater ac-
countability of taxpayers’ dollars by
curtailing congressional earmarking,
and for other purposes.
S. 167
At the request of Mr. KOHL, the
names of the Senator from Indiana
(Mr. BAYH) and the Senator from Min-
nesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR) were added as
cosponsors of S. 167, a bill to amend the
Omnibus Crime Control and Safe
Streets Act of 1968 to enhance the
COPS ON THE BEAT grant program,
and for other purposes.
S. 197
At the request of Mr. FEINGOLD, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
NELSON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
197, a bill to assist in the conservation
of cranes by supporting and providing,
through projects of persons and organi-
zations with expertise in crane con-
servation, financial resources for the
conservation programs of countries the
activities of which directly or indi-
rectly affect cranes and the ecosystem
of cranes.
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