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‘‘(3) EXEMPTION FROM BED LIMITATION.—For 

purposes of this section, no acute care inpa-
tient bed shall be counted against any nu-
merical limitation specified under this sec-
tion for such a bed (or for inpatient bed days 
with respect to such a bed) if the bed is pro-
vided for an individual who is a veteran and 
the Department of Veterans Affairs referred 
the individual for care in the hospital or is 
coordinating such care with other care being 
provided by such Department.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by subsection (a) shall apply to cost re-
porting periods beginning on or after the 
date of the enactment of this Act. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 37. Mr. ISAKSON (for himself and Mr. 
CHAMBLISS) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the bill S. 
181, to amend title VII of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964 and the Age Discrimination in 
Employment Act of 1967, and to modify the 
operation of the Americans with Disabilities 
Act of 1990 and the Rehabilitation Act of 
1973, to clarify that a discriminatory com-
pensation decision or other practice that is 
unlawful under such Acts occurs each time 
compensation is paid pursuant to the dis-
criminatory compensation decision or other 
practice, and for other purposes. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 37. Mr. ISAKSON (for himself and 
Mr. CHAMBLISS) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 181, to amend title VII of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Age 
Discrimination in Employment Act of 
1967, and to modify the operation of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 
and the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, to 
clarify that a discriminatory com-
pensation decision or other practice 
that is unlawful under such acts occurs 
each time compensation is paid pursu-
ant to the discriminatory compensa-
tion decision or other practice, and for 
other purposes; as follows: 

On page 7, strike lines 11 through 20 and 
insert the following: 
SEC. 6. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—This Act, and the 
amendments made by this Act, take effect 
on the date of enactment of this Act, except 
as provided in subsection (b). 

(b) CLAIMS.—This Act, and the amend-
ments made by this Act, shall apply to each 
claim of discrimination in compensation 
under title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 
(42 U.S.C. 2000e et seq.), the Age Discrimina-
tion in Employment Act of 1967 (29 U.S.C. 621 
et seq.), title I and section 503 of the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act of 1990, and sec-
tions 501 and 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 
1973, if— 

(1) the claim results from a discrimina-
tory compensation decision, and 

(2) the discriminatory compensation de-
cision is adopted on or after that date of en-
actment. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 

Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to 

meet during the session of the Senate 
on Thursday, January 22, 2009, at 10 
a.m., in room 215 of the Dirksen Senate 
Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Thursday, January 22, 2009, 
at 9:30 a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions be authorized to meet, 
during the session of the Senate, to 
conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘What 
States are Doing to Keep us Healthy’’ 
on Thursday, January 22, 2009. The 
hearing will commence at 10 a.m. in 
room 430 of the Dirksen Senate Office 
Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 
Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Select 
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Thursday, January 22, 2009 
at 10 a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

UNANIMOUS-CONSENT 
AGREEMENT—EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that on Monday, at 4 
p.m., the Senate proceed to Executive 
Session to consider the nomination of 
Calendar No. 3, Timothy Geithner to be 
Secretary of the Treasury; that there 
be 2 hours of debate with respect to the 
nomination, equally divided and con-
trolled between the chair and the rank-
ing member of the Finance Committee 
or their designee; that at 6 p.m., with 
no intervening action or debate, the 
Senate proceed to vote on confirmation 
of the nomination; that upon confirma-
tion, the motion to reconsider be laid 
upon the table; that there be no further 
motions in order, the President be im-
mediately notified of the Senate’s ac-
tion and the Senate resume legislative 
session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

UNANIMOUS-CONSENT 
AGREEMENT—H.R. 2 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that upon disposition of 
the Geithner nomination and resuming 
legislative session, the Senate proceed 
to Calendar No. 18, H.R. 2, the Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program Im-
provements Act. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR— 
NOMINATION’S DISCHARGED 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to Executive Session to con-
sider Calendar Nos. 1, 2, 4 and 5, and 
that the Banking Committee be dis-
charged of PN64–4, PN65–14; that the 
Commerce Committee be discharged of 
PN64–10; that the Senate proceed to 
their consideration, en bloc; that the 
nominations be confirmed, and the mo-
tions to reconsider be laid upon the 
table, en bloc; that no further motions 
be in order, and any statements relat-
ing to the nominations be printed in 
the Record; that the President be im-
mediately notified of the Senate’s ac-
tion and the Senate return to Legisla-
tive Session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The nominations considered and con-
firmed en bloc are as follows: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
Susan E. Rice, of the District of Columbia, 

to be the Representative of the United 
States of America to the United States of 
America to the United Nations, with the 
rank and status of Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary, and the Rep-
resentative of the United States of America 
in the Security Council of the United Na-
tions. 

Susan E. Rice, of the District of Columbia, 
to be Representative of the United States of 
America to the Sessions of the General As-
sembly of the United Nations during her ten-
ure of service as Representative of the 
United States of America to the United Na-
tions. 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
Lisa Perez Jackson, of New Jersey, to be 

Administrator of the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
Nancy Helen Sutley, of California, to be a 

Member of the Council on Environmental 
Quality. 

HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 
Shaun L.S. Donovan, of New York, to be 

Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment. 

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION 
Mary L. Schapiro, of the District of Colum-

bia, to be a Member of the Securities and Ex-
change Commission for a term expiring June 
5, 2014. 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
Ray LaHood, of Illinois, to be Secretary of 

Transportation. 
NOMINATION OF SHAUN DONOVAN 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, today we 
are considering the nomination of Mr. 
Shaun Donovan, Commissioner of the 
New York City Department of Housing 
Preservation and Development to be-
come the Secretary of the Department 
of Housing and Urban Development, 
HUD. 

Mr. Donovan, has been nominated for 
a job fraught with significant chal-
lenges yet, for that very reason, im-
bued with great opportunities. 

For the past 3 or 4 years, the country 
has been facing a growing housing 
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problem that had its origins in the 
scourge of predatory lending that has 
resulted in record high foreclosure 
rates. 

This housing crisis has been a pri-
mary cause of the deepening recession 
to which none of us are immune. 
Across the country, between 9,000 and 
10,000 homeowners face foreclosure 
every day. Foreclosures in my State 
were up over 71 percent since last year, 
and it is expected that we will have 
more than 13,000 subprime foreclosures 
in the next two years. Nationwide, cit-
ies such as Bridgeport, which had inor-
dinately high rates of subprime loans, 
are struggling to keep themselves 
afloat as those loans reset one-by-one 
and families find themselves with no-
where to turn. 

I recently met with leaders in my 
State where I heard about the toll this 
crisis is taking on our minority com-
munities. Some say this crisis will re-
sult in a net loss in homeownership 
rates for African Americans, wiping 
out a generation of wealth, gains and 
opportunities. 

But let there be no doubt that this 
crisis today affects every American in 
one way or another. In all, by some 
counts, we can expect some 8 million 
homes to go into foreclosure absent 
some form of additional action. 

Unfortunately, the previous adminis-
tration was slow to acknowledge the 
housing problem, and when it finally 
did, timid in its response. Even as we 
witnessed foreclosures tear apart 
neighborhoods and wreak havoc upon 
our economy, the Administration re-
fused to use the authority or funds we 
gave it in the Emergency Economic 
Stabilization Act to tackle the fore-
closure crisis head on—despite the 
Congress’s crystal clear intent in writ-
ing that law. 

Surprisingly—and unfortunately, in 
my opinion—HUD has not played a cen-
tral role in addressing the housing cri-
sis. Frankly, it has been, to quote Na-
tional Journal, ‘‘at best, a second 
string player . . .’’ following in the 
wake of other government departments 
with far less expertise in housing than 
the professionals at HUD (January 10, 
2009). 

Indeed, as the cover page of CQ Week-
ly says, ‘‘The housing crisis remains at 
the core of the economy’s woes . . .’’ 
(January 12, 2009). 

Put simply, we cannot address our 
economic crisis until we address the 
underlying housing crisis. 

And to do that, we need an active, 
aggressive, and well-run HUD with 
leadership that is confident in its mis-
sion and unafraid to act. As President 
Obama has himself said, ‘‘HUD’s role 
has never been more important.’’ 

Unfortunately, HUD has been mis-
managed and ridden with scandal in 
the last several years. Let me be clear 
that these problems did not arise under 
the able leadership of our colleague, 
then-Secretary Martinez. I would also 
say that in recent weeks, Secretary 
Preston has made some improvements. 

But fundamentally, HUD has been 
left adrift at a time when bold leader-
ship and a clear direction were never 
more important. 

Just a week or two ago, we learned 
about the Wrights—a middle-class fam-
ily in Windsor, Connecticut in danger 
of losing their home. Like thousands of 
families across the country, the 
Wrights were lured into a mortgage 
they were assured they could afford but 
couldn’t—not because they acted irre-
sponsibly but because they became 
pregnant with their second child, and 
Mrs. Wright ran out of the paid sick 
time she was afforded as a teacher. 

This is the kind of story being re-
peated in every community across 
America today. With the right leader-
ship, I believe HUD can be an effective 
partner in helping families like the 
Wrights. That is the opportunity Mr. 
Donovan has—to restore HUD as a 
leading voice in addressing the crisis 
facing our country today. 

I would say to my colleagues that 
Mr. Donovan is the most experienced 
nominee for HUD secretary that Sen-
ate has considered in my long experi-
ence. In addition to his degrees in ar-
chitecture and public administration 
from Harvard, Mr. Donovan has run the 
multifamily program at the Federal 
Housing Administration and was, for a 
time, the Acting Housing Commis-
sioner. He has worked in the private 
nonprofit sector as a housing developer 
and he has worked as a managing di-
rector of a large, multi-family mort-
gage company. 

Since 2004, Mr. Donovan has been the 
commissioner of New York City’s De-
partment of Housing Preservation and 
Development. In that role, he managed 
2,800 employees and helped develop and 
manage Mayor Bloomberg’s ‘‘New 
Housing Marketplace Plan,’’ one of the 
most ambitious local housing plans in 
the nation. The $7.5 billion plan calls 
for the creation or preservation of 
165,000 units of affordable housing, 
about half of which has been accom-
plished to date. 

Beyond the statistics and the num-
bers that so dramatically underscore 
Mr. Donovan’s accomplishments, I 
want to welcome him for the kind of 
leadership and vision I am confident he 
will bring to the Department at a time 
when such leadership is needed so des-
perately. 

For example, as early as 2004, long 
before most of the rest of the country 
was focused on the subprime crisis and 
the foreclosures they would lead to, 
Mr. Donovan told a Newsday reporter 
that he was worried about the coming 
‘‘flood of foreclosures’’ and the impact 
it would have on homeowners and 
neighborhoods. 

Mr. Donovan sees the role of HUD as 
being more than a caretaker for phys-
ical housing structures, or as a mort-
gage insurance company. He under-
stands the danger of stove-piping with-
in this arena, and sees HUD as the Fed-
eral Government’s primary tool to help 
build communities—an agency that 

helps to provide housing opportunities 
for homeowners and for renters along a 
spectrum of incomes and ages. He un-
derstands the need to coordinate hous-
ing with transportation, including pub-
lic transportation and transit, to im-
prove access to jobs and other eco-
nomic opportunities—and we need 
someone with that vision at the helm. 

Finally, Mr. Donovan is a man of the 
utmost integrity who has shown a 
proven ability to work constructively 
with all interested parties. His nomina-
tion is being supported, enthusiasti-
cally, I want to add, by a wide variety 
of housing groups, from the Realtors, 
to the Homebuilders, to the Low In-
come Housing Coalition, to many non-
profit organizations and many, many 
others. 

I want to express my thanks to Mr. 
Donovan for the leadership he will 
bring to this critically important de-
partment and, more importantly, the 
hope he will offer to millions of fami-
lies at this uncertain moment. 

I urge my colleagues to support the 
nomination of Mr. Donovan to be Sec-
retary of the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development. 

CONFIRMATION OF RAYMOND LAHOOD 

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, I 
come to the Floor today as the ranking 
member of the Senate Commerce, 
Science and Transportation Committee 
in support of the nomination of Ray-
mond LaHood to be the 16th Secretary 
of Transportation. 

As a former 7-term Member of Con-
gress representing the 18th District of 
Illinois, and a former member of the 
House committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure, Congressman 
LaHood is well-qualified for this posi-
tion. 

This week, the Commerce Committee 
held a full committee hearing to con-
sider his nomination. To Congressman 
LaHood’s credit, and with the coopera-
tion of Chairman ROCKEFELLER, our 
committee quickly discharged his nom-
ination in order to fill this important 
Cabinet position. 

I am pleased that our committee 
moved expeditiously on Congressman 
LaHood’s nomination and I am hopeful 
the full Senate will move just as quick-
ly. 

As my colleagues know, the range of 
problems confronting the new Sec-
retary of Transportation are amongst 
the most difficult that any new depart-
ment leader has faced in quite some 
time. 

In a few short months, important 
policy, budgetary and regulatory deci-
sions will need to be made on several 
transportation and infrastructure 
issues. I am confident that Congress-
man LaHood is up to the task and will 
hit the ground running. 

As my colleagues know, the existing 
highway program expires at the end of 
September. Until then, Congress and 
the new administration will have to 
work very hard on a reauthorization. 
This will be a very difficult process due 
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