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in 1993. Of course, at that time he was
a Democrat, but I don’t hold it against
him. He eventually realized the error of
his ways and was reelected as a Repub-
lican in 1997. He became the most pop-
ular and well known mayor in Min-
nesota, mostly because he shared some-
thing in common with Minnesotans: a
love of hockey.

In 1993, the Minnesota North Stars
became the Dallas Stars, leaving the
State of Minnesota without a franchise
in the National Hockey League. Norm
shared the view of probably every Min-
nesotan that this was just not right.
Honestly, how can you have an NHL
without a team in Minnesota? Due in
large part to Mayor Coleman’s lob-
bying efforts the NHL awarded St. Paul
an expansion franchise in 1997, the Min-
nesota Wild.

You would think that bringing hock-
ey back to Minnesota would be enough
to get him elected to any office he
wanted in the state. But, as many have
observed, the people of Minnesota are
unpredictable. In the 1998 guber-
natorial election, in a race that
grabbed the attention of many people
throughout the country, Norm finished
just 3 percentage points behind Jesse
Ventura, whose preGovernor career
was, to put it lightly, a colorful one.

Though this result had to be difficult
for Norm, I think we all ultimately
benefited from the outcome of that
race. Norm was elected to the Senate
in 2002 and immediately became known
for his thoughtful demeanor and his
dedication to the people of Minnesota.
He was a loyal Republican, but he was
also willing to work with those in the
opposing party to help the State of
Minnesota and the Nation as a whole.
He supported President Bush, but, as
should be expected of any loyal sup-
porter, he was not afraid to express his
disagreement or offer his advice with
regard to changes and reforms. Indeed,
I think Republicans and Democrats
alike have had a good working rela-
tionship with Senator Coleman be-
cause, as many have noted here today,
he was more concerned with getting
things done and being true to his con-
victions than he was about being polit-
ical and towing the party line.

Mr. President, while I welcome Sen-
ator Coleman’s successor, I must admit
that I was disappointed when I heard of
the final decision of the Minnesota Su-
preme Court. Obviously, I don’t like
seeing the number of Republicans in
the Chamber go down. But, more im-
portantly, I am sad to see the Senate
lose such a vibrant and intelligent
voice. Indeed, I think his views and
statements on the legislation being
considered by the Senate this year
would add greatly to the debate.

I want to wish Senator Coleman the
best of luck in his future endeavors.
While I am sure that he will be a valu-
able asset for any effort with which he
becomes involved, I am more certain
that he will be missed here in the Sen-
ate.
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CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL OF
PHILADELPHIA

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I have
sought recognition today to congratu-
late and recognize a tremendous asset
to the children of Philadelphia, PA, the
United States, and really the world—
the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia.
The hospital, or CHOP as it is known,
has been ranked first in children’s can-
cer, diabetes and endocrine disorders,
neonatal care, respiratory disorders
and urology care by U.S. News & World
Report. I congratulate the hospital’s
president and chief executive officer,
Dr. Steven Altschuler, and his team of
over 10,0000 employees for this tremen-
dous accomplishment.

CHOP was the Nation’s first estab-
lished children’s hospital, growing
from its original structure with 12 beds
on Philadelphia’s Watts Street to a
sprawling campus in West Philadelphia
with over 40 outpatient locations
throughout southeast Pennsylvania
and New Jersey, providing care to over
1 million patients last year.

CHOP notably provides the highest
level of pediatric care and conducts
groundbreaking research through fund-
ing from the National Institutes of
Health. When I came to the Senate in
1981, funding for the NIH totaled $3.6
billion. Since becoming LHHS Chair-
man in 1996, Senator HARKIN and I have
succesfully worked to more than dou-
ble NIH funding, which was $12.7 billion
at that time. In the fiscal year 2009
Senate LHHS Appropriations Sub-
committee bill, we provided $30.2 bil-
lion for NIH funding, a $1 billion in-
crease from fiscal year 2008. We also se-
cured an additional $10 billion in fund-
ing through an amendment to the
American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act. I recently visited CHOP for a
townhall meeting and was able to see
firsthand some major discoveries that
have occurred there as a result of NIH-
funded research.

In a conversation with Dr. Philip
Johnson, the director of CHOP’s Re-
search Institute, I learned about an ex-
perimental therapy developed at CHOP
using elements of the body’s immune
system to improve cure rates for chil-
dren with neuroblastoma, a chal-
lenging cancer of the nervous system.
This type of cancer is very aggressive,
causing 15 percent of all childhood can-
cer deaths. I am told that patients who
received this therapy were 20 percent
more likely to live disease-free two
years after treatment. Shortly after
visiting CHOP, I also learned of a study
led by Dr. Johnson that could lead to
an HIV vaccine, by inserting a gene
into the muscle that can cause it to
produce protective antibodies. AIDS is
one of the most devastating pandemics,
having killed more than 25 million peo-
ple. Such a vaccine appears years away
from realization; however, with contin-
ued investment from the NIH, it is pos-
sible that this work could save millions
of lives.

I have fought and will continue to
fight for increased funding for the NIH
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because medical research saves and im-
proves lives. The medical research at
CHOP, through federally funded NIH
support, provides children with a real
chance to be cured so that they may
continue to grow and prosper.

As we continue the debate around
health reform, it is important that we
recognize the unique needs of children.
As I stated, CHOP served over 1 million
patients last year. When it opened in
1855, it treated just 63 patients in its
first year. Clearly the demand for high-
ly specialized, pediatric care is growing
not only in Pennsylvania but through-
out the United States; however, there
are shortages in the number of pedi-
atric specialists able to treat children
with very particular needs. That is why
it is important to support programs,
such as the Children’s Hospitals Grad-
uate Medical Education Program, to
help children’s hospitals train future
pediatricians. I have supported ample
funding for this program because it
helps address a national dilemma and
provides children’s hospitals with the
resources they need to foster innova-
tion and improve quality.

Mr. President, the accomplishments
seen at the Children’s Hospital of
Philadelphia are unique and revolu-
tionary. I am proud of CHOP for their
efforts to improve children’s health
care and promote health and wellness.

———

MOLDOVA’S UPCOMING ELECTION

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, the Re-
public of Moldova holds repeated par-
liamentary elections on July 29, after
previous elections on April 5 this year
were followed by youth protests to dis-
play their lack of trust in the electoral
process. These protests turned violent
and led to arrests of hundreds of pro-
testers, their severe beatings, and in-
humane treatment while in police cus-
tody. Even an independent member of
Parliament, Valentina Cusnir, was
abused and beaten by police, suffering
injuries. Three young men have died,
and the cause of death is reported to be
injuries from the beatings they re-
ceived. Foreign journalists were ex-
pelled and local reporters were arrested
and intimidated, their equipment was
confiscated. The parliamentarian oppo-
sition parties, which accused the Com-
munist Party in power of election
fraud, have boycotted elections of the
new President that, ultimately, trig-
gered repeated elections. The Organiza-
tion for Security and Cooperation in
Europe stated that Moldova’s recent
elections had ‘‘shortcomings that chal-
lenged some OSCE commitments, in
particular the disregard for due process
in adjudicating complaints of alleged
irregularities and deficiencies in the
compilation of voter lists lodged by op-
position political parties.”

On July 29, the Government of
Moldova has another chance to show
her citizens and the international com-
munity that it remains committed to
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democratic principles and inter-
national standards. Moldovan authori-
ties must provide access for all elec-
toral participants and civil society ex-
perts to public media outlets, as well
as ensure the ability of voters abroad
to participate in this important poll.
The United States should condition
good relations with the new govern-
ment of Moldova based on its respect
for the rule of law and human rights.
The U.S. Helsinki Commission, which I
chair, will continue to monitor the
conduct of the electoral process in
Moldova and will hold a public briefing
following the elections.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO LOUISIANA WWII
VETERANS

e Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, I am
proud to honor a group of 92 World War
II veterans from all over Louisiana who
will travel to Washington, DC on May
16 to visit the various memorials and
monuments that recognize the sac-
rifices of our Nation’s invaluable serv-
icemembers.

Louisiana HonorAir, a group based in
Lafayette, LA, sponsored this trip to
the Nation’s Capital. The organization
is honoring surviving World War II
Louisiana veterans by giving them an
opportunity to see the memorials dedi-
cated to their service. The veterans
will visit the World War II, Korea,
Vietnam, and Iwo Jima memorials.
They will also travel to Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery.

This was the final of four flights Lou-
isiana HonorAir made to Washington,
DC, this spring. It is the 17th flight to
depart from Louisiana, which has sent
more HonorAir flights than any other
State to the Nation’s Capital.

World War II was one of America’s
greatest triumphs but was also a con-
flict rife with individual sacrifice and
tragedy. More than 60 million people
worldwide were Kkilled, including 40
million civilians, and more than 400,000
American servicemembers were slain
during the long war. The ultimate vic-
tory over enemies in the Pacific and in
Europe is a testament to the valor of
American soldiers, sailors, airmen, and
marines. The years 1941 to 1945 also
witnessed an unprecedented mobiliza-
tion of domestic industry, which sup-
plied our military on two distant
fronts.

In Louisiana, there remain today
more than 30,000 living WWII veterans,
and each one has a heroic tale of
achieving the noble victory of freedom
over tyranny. This group had 32 vet-
erans who served in the U.S. Army, 16
in the U.S. Air Force, 37 in the Navy, 4
in the Coast Guard, 2 in the Marine
Corps, and 1 in WAVES.

Our heroes, many of them from the
Shreveport area, trekked the world for
their country. They fought in Ger-
many, France, Italy, Africa, Japan,
Guam, Bougainville, Guadalcanal,
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China, Iwo Jima, Okinawa, the Phil-
ippines, Tarawa, New Guinea, Korea,
Thailand, and Saipan. Their journeys
included the invasions of North Africa,
Sicily and Normandy, New Georgia,
and the Battle of Midway. Their fight
for freedom even extended to Iceland
and the Marshall and Solomon Islands.

One of our Navy veterans received
the Asiatic Pacific Purple Heart, and
an Army veteran fought at Normandy
and received EAME Campaign and
Bronze Service Star medals. Yet an-
other Army veteran fought five major
battles of European theatre.

A USMC veteran was one of four
brothers serving in the Marines and
fought in Guadalcanal, Bougainville,
Guam, Saipan, and Okinawa. He lost
his twin brother in Guam.

A Navy veteran observed the atomic
bomb test at Bikini and was in Tokyo
Bay the morning of the Japanese sur-
render. Another veteran was awarded
five naval battle stars for his service in
the invasions of Bougainville, Saipan,
Iwo Jima, and Okinawa.

I ask the Senate to join me in hon-
oring these 92 veterans, all Louisiana
heroes, who visited Washington, and
Louisiana HonorAir for making these
trips a reality.e

———

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 10:569 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bill, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 2997. An act making appropriations
for Agriculture, Rural Development, Food
and Drug Administration, and Related Agen-
cies programs for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2010, and for other purposes.

The message also announced that the
House has agreed to the following con-
current resolutions, in which it re-
quests the concurrence of the Senate:

H. Con. Res. 127. Concurrent resolution rec-
ognizing the significance of National Carib-
bean-American Heritage Month.

H. Con. Res. 131. Concurrent resolution di-
recting the Architect of the Capitol to en-
grave the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag
and the National Motto of ‘“‘In God we trust”
in the Capitol Visitor Center.

————

MEASURES REFERRED

The following concurrent resolution
was read, and referred as indicated:

H. Con. Res. 127. Concurrent resolution rec-
ognizing the significance of National Carib-
bean-American Heritage Month; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

———

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following bill was read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and placed on the calendar:

H.R. 2997. An act making appropriations
for Agriculture, Rural Development, Food
and Drug Administration, and Related Agen-
cies programs for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2010, and for other purposes.
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INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mrs. GILLIBRAND:

S. 1438. A bill to express the sense of Con-
gress on improving cybersecurity globally,
to require the Secretary of State to submit
a report to Congress on improving cybersecu-
rity, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations.

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Mr.
CRAPO, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. ENzI, and
Mr. SCHUMER):

S. 1439. A bill to provide for duty-free
treatment of certain recreational perform-
ance outerwear, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. WYDEN:

S. 1440. A bill to establish requirements ap-
plicable across the military departments for
the retention in the Armed Forces of mem-
bers who seek to remain in the Armed Forces
following injury or disability incurred in the
line of duty in the Armed Forces; to the
Committee on Armed Services.

By Mr. WYDEN:

S. 1441. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to grant family of members of
the uniformed services temporary annual
leave during the deployment of such mem-
bers; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. BINGAMAN (for himself, Ms.
SNOWE, and Mr. UDALL of New Mex-
ico):

S. 1442. A Dbill to amend the Public Lands
Corps Act of 1993 to expand the authorization
of the Secretaries of Agriculture, Commerce,
and the Interior to provide service-learning
opportunities on public lands, establish a
grant program for Indian Youth Service
Corps, help restore the Nation’s natural, cul-
tural, historic, archaeological, recreational,
and scenic resources, train a new generation
of public land managers and enthusiasts, and
promote the value of public service; to the
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

By Mr. INHOFE (for himself,
CORNYN, and Mr. VITTER):

S. 1443. A bill to amend the Uniformed and
Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act to
modify State responsibilities under such Act;
to the Committee on Rules and Administra-
tion.

Mr.

————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 42

At the request of Mr. ENSIGN, the
name of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. BARRASSO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 42, a bill to amend title II of
the Social Security Act to preserve and
protect Social Security benefits of
American workers and to help ensure
greater congressional oversight of the
Social Security system by requiring
that both Houses of Congress approve a
totalization agreement before the
agreement, giving foreign workers So-
cial Security benefits, can go into ef-
fect.

S. 348

At the request of Mr. ROCKEFELLER,
the name of the Senator from Kansas
(Mr. ROBERTS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 348, a bill to amend section 254
of the Communications Act of 1934 to
provide that funds received as uni-
versal service contributions and the
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