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them in the lessons of life. His current
and former players have been seen and
heard everywhere—each of them now
sharing lessons that will be passed on
yet to another generation.

Most of us can remember that one
coach or that one teacher who had the
greatest impact on each of us. For
many in the Parkersburg community,
that one person was Coach Thomas.

He was well known for getting the
best out of his players and students. He
was always providing motivation to his
kids. But those who knew Coach Thom-
as best say his No. 1 talent was friend-
ship. His friend, Al Kerns, said:

He only saw the best in others, and I guess
that’s why he got all this back.

““This” being the outpouring of com-
passion from people across Iowa. It
may be best demonstrated by the scene
in Parkersburg last week at the fu-
neral. As the hearse traveled from the
funeral to the nearby cemetery, the
streets were lined four or five deep
with myriads of color. It has been a
true testament to the reach of this
icon, not only because of the sheer
numbers of people but the myriad of
colors that came from high school foot-
ball teams from all across Iowa that
came in their game jerseys to honor a
selfless man who shared his playbook
as well as his heart.

The tributes made since that tragic
morning show that even after his
death, Ed Thomas is teaching us to be
better people by the way he lived his
life.

It has been obvious that his two sons
have taken his life lessons to heart,
just like many others. I continue to be
struck by the poise of his sons who
have performed the most monumental
task by asking us to pray for the fam-
ily of the man who Kkilled their father.
I cannot think of a greater tribute to
their dad than the actions they have
performed and the words they have
spoken over the last 10 days. There is
no question in my mind that these two
young men possess the same qualities
as their father and that these two boys
will continue his legacy.

Aaron Thomas, the oldest of Ed and
Jan’s two boys, said this at the funeral.
He actually said more than I am going
to quote, but this is a very important
part:

You can be sad the rest of the day, but
come tomorrow, once you wake up, it’s time
to get going . . . there’s a lot of work to be
done in this town.

While this community’s heart is
heavy, they will move forward to see
the brightness of another day and of
another game, just as Coach Thomas
would have wanted.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Georgia.

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, before I
make my remarks, I want to express
my appreciation to Senator GRASSLEY
for his obviously passionate and com-
passionate remarks about a story and a
man who has captured America. As
Senator GRASSLEY knows, I have the
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privilege of visiting Iowa once or twice
a year and have dear friends there, and
I know how strong the people of Iowa
are.

I want to tell Senator GRASSLEY, his
remarks, his compassion, and his pas-
sion are appreciated, I am sure, not
only by the family and all Iowans but
all of us in America, as we share in the
tragedy and loss of a great man. I com-
mend him on his remarks.

——
TRIBUTE TO NEAL BOORTZ

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I rise
for just a minute to talk about a gen-
tleman who resides in my State, a man
I have known for 40 years, and a man I,
never in a million years, thought I
would stand on the floor of the Senate
and brag about. But today I did some-
thing I have never done. I voted on the
Internet in relation to the National
Radio Hall of Fame nominees for 2009
for a gentleman by the name of Neal
Boortz.

Neal Boortz is a daytime talk show
host in the city of Atlanta. He started
in radio with Ring Radio in 1969, a lit-
tle old 1,000-watt station in
Brookhaven, GA. Now he is one of the
leading talk show hosts in terms of au-
dience in the United States of America.

He is syndicated on 230 different sta-
tions, has an audience of 5 million peo-
ple, and calls himself the High Priest of
the Church of the Painful Truth. I have
to rise and tell you as a politician who
has been both the victim and the bene-
ficiary of any number of Neal’s dia-
tribes, he is exactly that. He is a man
of the painful truth. He can find the
facts on any issue. He can get to the
core of the issue, and he can move com-
munities to do good things and do the
right thing.

I was delighted to hear that the Na-
tional Radio Foundation has nomi-
nated him for this award, and I want to
say today I voted for him because I sin-
cerely hope he gets the recognition for
three reasons: One is, while he is not
always right, he is seldom in doubt. His
passion for what he believes rubs off,
and I think that is important.

Secondly, he loves to be challenged.
Unlike so many you hear on the radio
who want you to believe it is their way
or the highway, he loves to share his
own ideas. He has published three
books. The first one, ‘“The Terrible
Truth About Liberals,” is on its sixth
publishing. ‘“The FairTax Book,”
which he cowrote with a Georgia Con-
gressman, JOHN LINDER, has been on
the New York Times Best Seller list for
a long period of time.

Right now, his most recent book—
and that is, ‘“Somebody’s Got to Say
It,” which he oftentimes does—is in its
second printing and No. 2 on the New
York Times Best Seller list.

But the best part of Neal Boortz is
not the thousands he has influenced in
over 40 years on the radio, his humor
and his passion. It is not his longevity.
It is the fact that he always gives back
to his community and his State.
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Just one shining example is his wife
Donna, who, by the way, prides herself
in saying she has never listened to 1
minute of Neal’s radio show. But Neal
donated the proceeds of his book sales
to Donna for the establishment of a
foundation, which she uses that money
to help those less fortunate, those in
need, and those on the cusp of doing
great things who need a little encour-
agement and a little capitalization.

So as all of us have our opinions from
time to time about talk radio or jour-
nalism or commentaries or those who
may sometimes accuse us and some-
times praise us as politicians, I am de-
lighted to stand on the floor of the
Senate and praise a man from my
State who for 40 years has given the
best he has, who has fought for what he
believed in but accepted being chal-
lenged, and who always tried to say
and do the right thing for America and
the right thing for our community.

It is my sincere hope when the voting
ends on October 1, that millions of
Americans will have gone to the poll
on the Internet, radiohof.org, and cast
their vote for Neal Boortz.

Mr. President, I yield back.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Illinois.

——
HEALTH CARE REFORM

Mr. BURRIS. Mr. President, we have
all heard that America’s health care
system is in crisis. But all too often,
Washington loses sight of what is truly
at stake. Some talk constantly about
how much reform will cost, but with-
out action more and more hard-work-
ing Americans will lose coverage.

Soaring health care costs are increas-
ing the burdens on the American peo-
ple, American businesses, and our gov-
ernment. Today, our health care sys-
tem stands on the brink of collapse.

Over the past 2 years, 3.5 million Illi-
nois residents, nearly 31 percent of the
under-65 population, have been without
health care insurance at one time or
another. How can we allow American
citizens to live in fear that the next
cough or fever would put them in the
poorhouse? There is a better way.

Even for those who manage to stay
insured amid the current climate of
rapid increasing costs, the economic
toll of paying for insurance can be crip-
pling to middle-class families.

Over the past 9 years, insurance pre-
miums have more than doubled. By
2016 the projected cost of insurance for
a family of four in Illinois will top
$25,000 a year, meaning for a median in-
come family in my State, nearly half
of their earnings would be spent for
health insurance. Obviously, this would
prove disastrous to people in Illinois
and across the Nation.

The pressure of increasing premiums
is hurting our economy from the busi-
ness side as well. Small businesses in
particular often cannot afford to pro-
vide care for their workers. In 2006 only
41 percent of Illinois businesses with
less than 50 employees were able to
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offer coverage. Over the next few years,
an additional 19 percent of American
small businesses may be forced to
eliminate their coverage as well. But
there is a better way.

From a government standpoint, we
are currently spending 4 percent of the
GDP on Medicare and Medicaid. By
2040, that number could reach 15 per-
cent. This level of government spend-
ing would be unsustainable. There is a
better way.

Meaningful reform could cut costs for
families, save small businesses, and
even help pay down the budget deficit.

Some still say the cost of reform is
too high. But the choice is clear: We
can invest in the right reform now, en-
suring quality health care in the future
and sustained cost reductions in the
long term, or we can do nothing and
watch as the cost of health care stead-
ily increases until it drives our fami-
lies—and our country—to financial
ruin.

My colleagues and I have real solu-
tions. We can ensure that every single
American has access to quality, afford-
able health care. We can save money on
administrative costs and put an end to
coverage denials due to preexisting
conditions. With a shift in our focus
from what we refer to as ‘‘sick care”
and toward preventive medicine, we
can keep people healthier, bolster our
economy, and we can save money. This
is the better way.

I urge my colleagues to leave par-
tisanship at the door and do what is
right for the American people. We can-
not afford to do any less.

Thank you, Mr. President. I yield the
floor and suggest the absence of a
quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
BEGICH.) Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I also un-
derstand we are in morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator is correct.

——————

UNANIMOUS CONSENT
AGREEMENT—S. 1390

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that on Monday, July 13, after the
pledge, prayer, and any leader remarks,
the Senate proceed to the consider-
ation of Calendar No. 89, S. 1390, the
Department of Defense Authorization
bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS
Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that morning business be closed.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SE-
CURITY APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
2010—Continued

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I appreciate
everyone’s cooperation. As I have said
on a number of occasions, it may not
appear that a lot of work is being done,
but we have committee action taking
place, we have had a lot of work on
health care today, and we have had en-
ergy meetings today involving six com-
mittee chairs.

We are trying to figure out how we
can proceed in the next week. I appre-
ciate everyone’s patience.

What is the pending business?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. H.R. 2892.

Mr. REID. Is that the Homeland Se-
curity appropriations bill?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Yes.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. REID. I send a cloture motion to
the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on the Byrd sub-
stitute amendment No. 1373 to H.R. 2892, the
Homeland Security Appropriations Act for
Fiscal Year 2010.

Harry Reid, Patty Murray, Jon Tester,
Daniel K. Inouye, Kay R. Hagan, Tom
Harkin, Bill Nelson, Mark R. Warner,
Sheldon Whitehouse, Mark Begich,
Frank R. Lautenberg, Ron Wyden, Bar-
bara A. Mikulski, Barbara Boxer, Pat-
rick J. Leahy, John D. Rockefeller, IV,
Jack Reed.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I send a
cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on H.R. 2892, the
Homeland Security Appropriations Act for
Fiscal Year 2010.

Harry Reid, Barbara Boxer, Mark Udall,
Jack Reed, Jon Tester, Jeanne
Shaheen, Al Franken, Evan Bayh, Pat-
rick J. Leahy, Richard J. Durbin, Carl
Levin, Byron L. Dorgan, Daniel K.
Inouye, Blanche L. Lincoln, Joseph I.
Lieberman, Ron Wyden, Mary L.
Landrieu.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the mandatory quorum with re-
spect to those cloture motions be
waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that on Thursday, July 9, when the
Senate resumes consideration of H.R.
2892, there be 10 minutes of debate
prior to a vote in relation to the Kyl
amendment No. 1432, with the time
equally divided and controlled between
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Senators TESTER and KYL or their des-
ignees; that no amendment be in order
to the amendment prior to a vote in re-
lation thereto; that upon the use or
yielding back of the time, the Senate
proceed to vote in relation to amend-
ment No. 1432.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the Senate now proceed to a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators allowed to speak therein for up to
10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Delaware.

———

CLASHES IN CHINA

Mr. KAUFMAN. Mr. President, this
week, bloody clashes have erupted be-
tween the minority Uighur community
and the majority Han ethnic group in
the Xinjiang region of western China.
Reports indicate that the Chinese Gov-
ernment has responded with a heavy
hand—deploying police and para-
military troops, establishing a curfew,
closing mosques, cutting off Internet
and mobile phone access, and rounding
up and arresting innocent civilians.

The state-controlled media reported
that at least 156 Chinese citizens have
been killed, more than 1,000 have been
injured, and approximately 1,400 have
been arrested since the clashes began
earlier this week.

I am deeply concerned about ongoing
tension in Xinjiang and believe the
senseless loss of life, suppression of
press freedom, and violations of basic
human rights is unconscionable in
China, and anywhere else in the world.

Today, I call on all parties to dem-
onstrate restraint, end the violence,
cease persecution of minorities, and
protect fundamental human rights. I
also call on the Chinese Government to
open Internet and mobile phone access,
end jamming of international broad-
casting, and lift the grave and growing
restrictions on the press.

We all know independent journalists
have been censored for decades in
China—a fact that is painfully evident
as we try to understand how recent
demonstrations metastasized into vio-
lence in western China.

According to the State Department
Report on Human Rights for 2009, the
Chinese Government has increased cul-
tural and religious repression of ethnic
minorities, including on the Muslim
Uighurs. It appears that as ethnic ten-
sions rose, members of the Uighur com-
munity took to the streets, resulting
in an aggressive crackdown by the Chi-
nese security forces on Sunday.

The exact circumstances by which vi-
olence transpired remains unclear,
largely because the government cen-
sors information including the official
number of casualties.

In what can only be described as
questionable, these numbers have re-
mained stagnant in the past two days
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