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anything right. What puzzles me is why 
the insurance industry is so afraid that 
the public option will put them out of 
business. They tell us the insurance 
business does things better, the govern-
ment cannot do anything right, but yet 
they are afraid the public option will 
put them out of business. I don’t under-
stand. 

I encourage all of the grassroots vol-
unteers whom I met today to keep 
moving forward to remind your elected 
officials this legislation is not about 
helping out the insurance companies. 
Health care reform is about helping 
people such as Cheryl from Cleveland. 

Cheryl is 59 years old and was re-
cently diagnosed with diabetes. Her 
husband died just 4 months ago, and 
with no income, her insurance costs 
more than $400 a month. With no in-
come, Cheryl cares for a disabled adult 
son and an autistic granddaughter. She 
writes that she has no choices and that 
our system is broken and unaffordable 
for her, for some of her neighbors, and 
for too many Americans. She writes 
that she needs health care reform now 
before all her savings are lost. That is 
why it is so important we do this now. 

President Obama is right we not wait 
for next year or the year after. Some 
people say the economy is bad; we can-
not do it now. The same people said 
when the economy was good: We can-
not do it now. As Chairman DODD re-
peatedly said in the committee that 
Senator HAGAN and I sit on, 14,000 
Americans every day are losing their 
health insurance. 

It is people such as Cheryl I talked 
about and Ken and Kathleen and Jo-
seph—Kathleen, I will speak about in a 
minute—people who are losing their 
health insurance every day, 14,000 
Americans every single day. For us to 
wait an additional 6 months or a year, 
or some people say let’s wait until the 
next election until the voters, again, 
say we need health care reform, 14,000 
people every day are losing their insur-
ance. 

Health care reform is about helping 
small business owners such as Kathleen 
from Rocky River, OH, west of Cleve-
land. One of Kathleen’s finest employ-
ees suffers from rheumatoid arthritis. 
Kathleen’s premiums have increased to 
$1,800 a month, and after trying to pur-
chase another plan, she was turned 
down because of her employee’s ar-
thritic condition. 

Keep in mind, if you have a small 
business of 10, 20, 50 employees, and 
you have a decent insurance plan, if 
one of them gets very sick to the tune 
of hundreds of thousands of dollars, 
everybody’s premium goes up because 
it is such a small insurance plan. Then 
so often the small business person has 
to give up and cannot insure their em-
ployees. Kathleen is being victimized, 
as are her employees, by that phe-
nomenon. She does not want to fire her 
finest employee, nor should she have 
to. 

I stand ready to work with my col-
leagues to design a public insurance op-

tion that will help provide middle-class 
families with economic stability, with 
stable coverage, with stable costs, with 
stable quality. I stand with the thou-
sands of volunteers who were here 
today across the street demanding real 
change in our health care system. They 
are showing the world how change in 
America happens. Their activism is im-
portant—the stories of the people they 
are fighting for, people I just men-
tioned—Joseph, Ken, Cheryl, and Kath-
leen. That is why we cannot wait any 
longer. We need health care reform 
now, and we need a strong public op-
tion now. 

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
UDALL of New Mexico). The clerk will 
call the roll. 

The bill clerk proceeded to call the 
roll. 

Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to speak as in 
morning business for 5 minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

AID TO PAKISTAN 
Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, I want 

to speak on the record in support of the 
Kerry-Lugar legislation that was 
passed by this body basically without 
objection—by voice vote. It went 
through so quickly, to me it dem-
onstrates the power of the bill, and so 
I want to congratulate Senator KERRY 
and Senator LUGAR for this piece of 
legislation. 

To the public, what I am talking 
about is an aid package to Pakistan of 
I think it is over $1.5 billion a year for 
the next 5 years. I know we need 
money here at home. Trust me, in 
South Carolina we have the third high-
est unemployment in the Nation. 
Times are tough. But all I can tell the 
taxpayers and the American people is 
that what happens overseas does mat-
ter. 

September 11 was planned in Afghan-
istan. It was an area of the world, quite 
frankly, that we ignored. Pakistan has 
been an ally in the war on terror gen-
erally. It is a regime with nuclear 
weapons. It is a country that has been 
hit incredibly hard by the downturn of 
the world economy. There are millions 
of people in Pakistan who are looking 
to find a better way. The government 
is fighting forces that are aligned with 
the al-Qaida movement—the type of 
people who would impose a period of 
darkness in the Middle East that would 
affect the quality of our lives. So $1.5 
billion is a lot of money, but it will do 
a lot of good in Pakistan and it will 
help this government and the Pakistan 
military combat the growing threat of 
terrorism in Pakistan. The aid package 
is going to help the government pro-
vide a better quality of life for its peo-
ple. Where the government fails to pro-

vide a decent quality of life in Afghani-
stan and Pakistan, you will have a vac-
uum that will be filled by the Taliban. 
The Taliban is not in favor with the Af-
ghan people, but when the government 
of Afghanistan cannot deliver justice, 
provide the basic necessities of life, 
that allows the drug dealers and the 
Taliban to come along and fill in the 
vacuum. 

Pakistan is a large country with nu-
clear weapons. It is in our national se-
curity interest to make sure that the 
government is stable, that the military 
will be supportive of civilian control of 
the government and will be able to de-
feat the forces of extremism we have 
seen. We know what they can do when 
left unchecked. So this bill is an aid 
package which focuses on civil capac-
ity. 

The bill also makes sure that we 
know where the money is going to go. 
It is not a $1.5 billion check to Paki-
stan that could be stolen through cor-
ruption. It is a very accountable sys-
tem that follows the money. It makes 
an effort to upgrade the Pakistan mili-
tary to deal with counterinsurgency, 
because they do not have the capacity 
now that they need. Again, it provides 
assistance to the Pakistani people and 
the government to improve the quality 
of their lives. 

I think we are getting something for 
our money. I think we are going to get 
a good return if we can stabilize Paki-
stan. It helps us in Afghanistan, where 
we have thousands of American troops 
stationed and fighting as I speak. 

So to Senators KERRY and LUGAR, 
congratulations on being able to get 
this bill through the Senate so swiftly. 
To Senators MCCONNELL and REID, I ap-
plaud them both, the minority and ma-
jority leaders, for working for the com-
mon good here. The administration has 
also been very supportive. I have had 
my differences with this administra-
tion, and I will continue to have them, 
but I want to acknowledge that Ambas-
sador Holbrooke, who is now in charge 
of monitoring Pakistan and Afghani-
stan as a unit, has done a good job of 
focusing on what we need to do in both 
countries, because one does affect the 
other. 

The Kerry-Lugar bill, according to 
the Ambassador and General Petraeus, 
would be the most important thing the 
Congress could do to aid the Pakistan 
Government and the Pakistan military 
at this crucial time. So I am glad to 
see that in a bipartisan fashion we re-
sponded to that call from our general 
and from our Ambassador, and hope-
fully this will become law soon. 

To the American taxpayer, I know 
times are tough. I know money is in 
short supply. But quite frankly, this is 
an investment we have to make. We 
have soldiers serving in Afghanistan. If 
we can make Pakistan more secure and 
less of a safe haven for terrorists who 
are attacking our troops, that makes 
their lives better. If we can stabilize 
Pakistan and put it in the column of 
moderation and not extremism, not 
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only will our Nation prosper now, but 
future generations will be able to pros-
per. It is impossible for us as a nation 
to have a strong, vibrant economy and 
to enjoy the freedom we enjoy today 
and pass it on to our kids and 
grandkids without confronting these 
problems head on. Anytime you ignore 
problems such as Pakistan and Afghan-
istan, they always come back to bite 
you. 

This is a wise investment at a time 
that it matters. The tide is turning in 
Pakistan, it is turning our way, and I 
hope this aid package will allow it to 
accelerate and get a result in Pakistan 
that helps us in Afghanistan. 

Every American should be proud of 
the history and tradition of our coun-
try. We have been blessed in many 
ways. The challenges we face are enor-
mous, but we have to remember we are 
the most blessed nation on Earth and 
this is a chance for us not only to help 
ourselves but help the world at large. 

I am proud of the Senate. I look for-
ward to working in the future with 
Ambassador Holbrooke and the admin-
istration on Afghanistan, Iraq, and 
Pakistan, to find ways to make sure we 
are successful. This is not a Republican 
or Democratic problem, this is a prob-
lem for anyone who loves freedom. This 
is a problem that needs to be addressed 
and the Kerry-Lugar bill does address 
the problem of Pakistan in a reasoned 
way. 

With that, I yield the floor and sug-
gest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. BURRIS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. BURRIS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to speak as in 
morning business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

STRUGGLE FOR EQUALITY 
Mr. BURRIS. Mr. President, this 

June we celebrate our diversity as 
Americans as we mark Pride Month. In 
many ways, the struggle for equality is 
a singular thread that is woven 
through the fabric of American his-
tory. 

From the Declaration of Independ-
ence, to the Emancipation Proclama-
tion, to women’s suffrage, from school 
integration, to Stonewall, the story of 
this Nation is a story of a long, slow 
march toward equal rights for every 
citizen. It is a story of ever greater in-
clusiveness—a tribute to the enduring 
promise of the American dream. 

Together, we can reduce discrimina-
tion based on race, ethnicity, religion, 
sex, sexual orientation, and gender 
identity. 

I believe we can achieve equal rights 
for all. I believe our next step in this 
ongoing struggle must be to secure the 
rights of the gay, lesbian, bisexual, and 

transgender community. We must start 
by stepping up our efforts to prevent 
hate crimes. 

It is hard to believe that it has been 
over a decade since Matthew Shepard 
was brutally beaten and left to die on 
a bitterly cold Wyoming road. His 
story rightly sparked intense national 
debate about the nature of hate. It re-
minded us that if Matthew was vulner-
able, anyone could be vulnerable to 
such a vicious attack. 

The thing that is particularly hei-
nous about hate crimes is that they are 
not just an assault on an individual, 
they are intended as an indiscriminate 
assault on an entire community. 

Our government has a moral obliga-
tion to say this is wrong, and we need 
to make sure our law enforcement offi-
cers and our courts have all of the re-
sources they need to deliver justice. 

That is why I am proud to be a co-
sponsor of the bill inspired by Mat-
thew’s tragic story. I do not want to 
see another year go by without the 
Matthew Shepard Local Law Enforce-
ment Act as the law of the land. 

But we must not stop there. Far too 
many gay and lesbian Americans face 
not just violence but other forms of 
discrimination in their daily lives. 

We are fortunate in Illinois to have 
laws on the books to protect our citi-
zens from discrimination based on sex-
ual orientation or gender identity. I be-
lieve those equal protections should be 
Federal law. I am also a proud cospon-
sor of the Employment Non-Discrimi-
nation Act. It is the fair thing to do, 
and it is the right thing to do, and it is 
far overdue. 

Passing ENDA will not end all forms 
of discrimination. One of the worst 
forms of discrimination is not only de-
stroying people’s careers and lives, it is 
undermining our national security. 

I am talking about the military’s 
‘‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell’’ policy. 

To all of those who have served, and 
to those currently serving in our 
Armed Forces, let us say: Thank you— 
thank you to those who have served. 
We honor your service. We honor your 
sacrifices. And we honor your courage. 

This Nation is a better, safer place 
because of them. They fight for this 
Nation every day. We should end this 
offensive and discriminatory policy so 
they can be the best soldiers, sailors, 
airmen, and marines they can be, while 
living their lives openly and honestly. 

Especially in this time of war, when 
we face terrorist threats, we must wel-
come the service of every patriotic 
man and woman who signs up to defend 
our freedom. When we dismiss the sac-
rifices made by those with a different 
sexual orientation, we determine the 
strength—we undermine the strength— 
of our fighting forces. 

When we fail to recognize the brave 
contributions that gay and lesbian 
servicemembers continue to make 
every single day, we diminish ourselves 
as much as we diminish their service. 

Senator TED KENNEDY has long been 
a leader on this issue, and I know he 

wants to see legislation passed to end 
the ban. I support his important work 
and I will do all I can to support those 
efforts. 

We will see justice, and not just in 
the military, but also for gay and les-
bian families. 

Last week, President Obama took a 
first step toward ending the inequality 
of gay and lesbian families when he ex-
tended certain benefits to domestic 
partners of Federal employees. For the 
first time, same-sex partners can be in-
cluded in the Federal Long Term Care 
Insurance Program. Now any employee 
will be able to use sick leave to care 
for a same-sex partner, just as an em-
ployee can take time off to care for an 
opposite-sex spouse. 

I applaud the President for beginning 
to tear down these inequities, but 
while this Executive order represents 
an important initial step, there is so 
much more to be done. The U.S. Gov-
ernment is far behind the private sec-
tor on this front. A large number of 
Fortune 500 companies already offer 
comprehensive benefits to same-sex 
couples. They have done so for many 
years, sometimes for over a decade. 
This allows them to compete for the 
best and brightest, attracting talented 
professionals regardless of sexual ori-
entation or gender identity. We need to 
make sure the Federal Government is 
able to compete for the same talented 
people. 

I am proud to support a bill that 
would extend additional benefits to the 
domestic partners of Federal workers. 
This legislation, introduced by my 
friend Chairman LIEBERMAN and Rank-
ing Member COLLINS, will extend the 
full range of benefits to these couples. 
This includes access to the same Fed-
eral health and retirement plan cur-
rently available to the recognized 
spouses of government workers. As the 
free market has shown, extending these 
benefits to same-sex partners is not 
only the right thing to do, it also 
makes good business sense. 

I know that this week, the many 
Pride events around the country mean 
a lot of different things for people in 
the gay, lesbian, bisexual, and 
transgender community. For some, it 
is a chance to reflect on the progress 
and accomplishments made by this 
community and to organize for the fu-
ture. For others, it is an opportunity to 
reflect and to honor those who have 
been lost to AIDS. And still for others, 
it is a chance to feel safer, to feel em-
powered to celebrate a part of some-
thing bigger than themselves, and to be 
reminded that everyone should be 
proud of who they are. However each of 
us celebrates Gay and Lesbian Pride 
Month, we must remember that gender 
equality is far from over. But just as 
the Emancipation Proclamation set 
this country on the path to racial 
equality, just as women’s suffrage 
paved the way for gender equality, so 
that singular refrain throughout our 
history will be taken up again. The 
struggle for equality will not be easy, 
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