S7014

families suffering from the congenital dia-
phragmatic hernia birth defect;

Whereas collaboration, technological inno-
vation, scientific momentum, and public-pri-
vate partnerships can save billions of Fed-
eral dollars under Medicare, Medicaid, and
other programs for therapies, and early
intervention will increase survival rates
among people suffering from the congenital
diaphragmatic hernia birth defect;

Whereas improvements in diagnostic tech-
nology, the expansion of scientific knowl-
edge, and better management of care for pa-
tients with the congenital diaphragmatic
hernia birth defect already have increased
survival rates in some cases;

Whereas there is still a need for more re-
search and increased awareness of the con-
genital diaphragmatic hernia birth defect
and for an increase in funding for that re-
search in order to provide a better quality of
life to survivors of the congenital diaphrag-
matic hernia birth defect, and more opti-
mism for the families and health care profes-
sionals who work with children with the
birth defect;

Whereas there are thousands of volunteers
nationwide dedicated to expanding research,
fostering public awareness and under-
standing, educating patients and their fami-
lies about the congenital diaphragmatic her-
nia birth defect to improve their treatment
and care, providing appropriate moral sup-
port, and encouraging people to become
organ donors; and

Whereas volunteers engage in an annual
national awareness event held on March 31,
making that day an appropriate time to rec-
ognize National Congenital Diaphragmatic
Hernia Awareness Day: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates March 31, 2010, as ‘‘National
Congenital Diaphragmatic Hernia Awareness
Day’’;

(2) supports the goals and ideals of a na-
tional day to raise public awareness and un-
derstanding of the congenital diaphragmatic
hernia birth defect;

(3) recognizes the need for additional re-
search into a cure for the congenital dia-
phragmatic hernia birth defect; and

(4) encourages the people of the United
States and interested groups to support Na-
tional Congenital Diaphragmatic Hernia
Awareness Day through appropriate cere-
monies and activities, to promote public
awareness of the congenital diaphragmatic
hernia birth defect, and to foster under-
standing of the impact of the disease on pa-
tients and their families.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION  205—SUP-
PORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF AFRICAN AMERICAN
BONE MARROW AWARENESS
MONTH

Ms. STABENOW (for herself and Mr.
ISAKSON) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 205

Whereas a bone marrow or blood cell trans-
plant is a potentially life-saving treatment
for patients with leukemia, lymphoma, and
other blood diseases;

Whereas a bone marrow or blood cell trans-
plant replaces a patient’s unhealthy blood
cells with healthy blood-forming cells from a
volunteer donor;

Whereas a patient who does not have a
suitably matching donor in the family may
search the National Marrow Donor Program
Donor Registry for a donor;

Whereas blood or cell samples from adult
donors or cord blood units are tested and the
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tissue or cell type is added to the National
Marrow Donor Program Donor Registry, and
physicians may search that registry when
they need to find donors whose tissue type
matches their patients’;

Whereas African Americans make up 8 per-
cent of, or more than 550,000 of the 7,000,000
people currently on, the National Marrow
Donor Program Donor Registry;

Whereas of the 35,000 people that have re-
ceived transplants since the inception of the
National Marrow Donor Program Donor Reg-
istry, only 1,500 have been African Ameri-
cans;

Whereas more than 70 life-threatening dis-
eases can be treated with a bone marrow
transplant;

Whereas there is a possibility that an Afri-
can American patient could match a donor
from any racial or ethnic group, but the
most likely match is another African Amer-
ican;

Whereas to become a volunteer donor, po-
tential donors must be between 18 and 60
years of age, meet health guidelines, provide
a small blood sample or swab of cheek cells
to determine the donor’s tissue type, com-
plete a brief health questionnaire, and sign a
consent form to have the tissue type of the
donor listed on the Donor Registry;

Whereas the Bone Marrow Wish Organiza-
tion, which is a minority-run nonprofit orga-
nization based in Detroit that was started by
an actual bone marrow donor, is initiating
“African American Bone Marrow Awareness
Month’’;

Whereas the annual month of awareness
would promote donor awareness and increase
the number of African Americans registered
with the National Marrow Donor Program
throughout the Nation; and

Whereas July 2009 would be an appropriate
month to observe African American Bone
Marrow Awareness Month: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of African
American Bone Marrow Awareness Month;

(2) urges the people of the United States to
participate in appropriate programs and ac-
tivities with respect to bone marrow aware-
ness, including speaking with health care
professionals about bone marrow donation;
and

(3) urges all people of the United States to
register to become blood marrow donors and
encourages all people of the United States to
organize blood marrow registration drives in
their communities.

———

NOTICE OF HEARING
IMPEACHMENT TRIAL COMMITTEE ON THE
ARTICLES AGAINST JUDGE SAMUEL B. KENT

Ms. McCASKILL. Mr. President, I
wish to announce that the Impeach-
ment Trial Committee on the Articles
Against Judge Samuel B. Kent will
meet on Thursday, June 25, 2009, at 4:30
p.m., to conduct its organization meet-
ing.

For further information regarding
this meeting, please contact Peg Gus-
tafson on 202-224-6154.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, June 24, 2009, at
2:30 p.m.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION
Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, June 24, 2009, at 2:30 p.m.,
in room 253 of the Russell Senate Office
Building.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC
WORKS
Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public
Works be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, June 24, 2009 at 10:45 a.m. in room
406 of the Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, June 24, 2009, at
11 a.m., to hold a roundtable entitled
“Iran at a Crossroads?’’.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, June 24, 2009, at
2:30 p.m.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,
AND PENSIONS
Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, June 24, 2009, at 10 a.m. in
room 325 of the Russell Senate Office
Building.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS
Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Wednesday, June 24, 2009, at 9 a.m.
to conduct a hearing entitled ‘“‘Type 1
Diabetes Research: Real Progress and
Real Hope for a Cure.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on Wednesday, June 24, 2009, at 10
a.m., in room SD-226 of the Dirksen
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Senate Office Building, to conduct a
hearing entitled ‘“‘Nominations.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, June 24, 2009.
The Committee will meet in room 418
of the Russell Senate Office Building
beginning at 9:30 a.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Special
Committee on Aging be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on June 24, 2009, from 10:30 a.m.-12 p.m.
in Dirksen 562 for the purpose of con-
ducting a hearing.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON EMERGING THREATS AND

CAPABILITIES

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the sub-
committee on Emerging Threats and
Capabilities of the Committee on
Armed Services be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, June 24, 2009, at 9:30 a.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that four law
clerks on my staff, Eka Akpakip,
Kristina Campbell, Nick Rotsko, and
Roberto Valenzuela be granted floor
privileges during the remainder of this
session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

ENHANCED PARTNERSHIP WITH
PAKISTAN ACT OF 2009

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
the Senate proceed to Calendar No. 85,
S. 962.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 962) to authorize appropriations
for fiscal years 2009 through 2013 to promote
an enhanced strategic partnership with
Pakistan and its people, and for other pur-
poses.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill, which
was reported by the Committee on For-
eign Relations, with amendments.

(The parts of the bill intended to be
stricken are shown in boldface brack-
ets and the parts of the bill intended to
be inserted are shown in italics.)

S. 962

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Enhanced

Partnership with Pakistan Act of 2009”".
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SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress makes the following findings:

(1) The people of Pakistan and the United
States have a long history of friendship and
comity, and the interests of both nations are
well-served by strengthening and deepening
this friendship.

(2) In February 2008, the people of Pakistan
elected a civilian government, reversing
years of political tension and mounting pop-
ular concern over governance and their own
democratic reform and political develop-
ment.

(3) A democratic, moderate, modernizing
Pakistan would represent the wishes of the
Pakistani people and serve as a model to
other countries around the world.

(4) Economic growth is a fundamental
foundation for human security and national
stability in Pakistan, a country with over
175,000,000 people, an annual population
growth rate of 2 percent, and a ranking of 136
out of 177 countries in the United Nations
Human Development Index.

(5) Pakistan is a major non-NATO ally of
the United States and has been a valuable
partner in the battle against al Qaeda and
the Taliban, but much more remains to be
accomplished by both nations.

(6) The struggle against al Qaeda, the
Taliban, and affiliated terrorist groups has
led to the deaths of several thousand Paki-
stani civilians and members of the security
forces of Pakistan over the past 7 years.

(7) Since the terrorist attacks of Sep-
tember 11, 2001, more al Qaeda terrorist sus-
pects have been apprehended in Pakistan
than in any other country, including Khalid
Sheikh Muhammad, Ramzi bin al-Shibh, and
Abu Faraj al-Libi.

(8) Despite the sacrifices and cooperation
of the security forces of Pakistan, the top
leadership of al Qaeda, as well as the leader-
ship and rank-and-file of affiliated terrorist
groups, are believed to be using Pakistan’s
Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA)
and parts of the North West Frontier Prov-
ince (NWFP) and Balochistan as a haven and
a base from which to organize terrorist ac-
tions in Pakistan and globally, including—

(A) attacks outside of Pakistan that have
been attributed to groups with Pakistani
connections, including—

(i) the suicide car bombing of the Indian
embassy in Kabul, Afghanistan, which killed
58 people on June 7, 2008; and

(ii) the massacre of approximately 165 peo-
ple in Mumbai, India, including 6 United
States citizens, in late November 2008; and

(B) attacks within Pakistan, including—

(i) an attack on the visiting Sri Lankan
cricket team in Liahore on March 3, 2009;

(ii) an attack at the Marriott hotel in
Islamabad on September 9, 2008;

(iii) the bombing of a political rally in Ka-
rachi on October 18, 2007;

(iv) the targeting and killing of dozens of
tribal, provincial, and national holders of po-
litical office;

(v) an attack by gunfire on the U.S. Prin-
cipal Officer in Peshawar in August 2008; and

(vi) the brazen assassination of former
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto on December
27, 2007.

(9) In the 12-month period ending on the
date of the enactment of this Act, Pakistan’s
security forces have struggled to contain a
Taliban-backed insurgency that has spread
from FATA into settled areas, including the
Swat Valley and other parts of NWFP and
Balochistan. This struggle has taken the
lives of more than 1,500 police and military
personnel and left more than 3,000 wounded.

(10) On March 27, 2009, President Obama
noted, ‘‘Multiple intelligence estimates have
warned that al Qaeda is actively planning at-
tacks on the U.S. homeland from its safe-
haven in Pakistan.”.
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(11) According to a Government Account-
ability Office Report (GAO0-08-622), ‘‘since
2003, the administration’s national security
strategies and Congress have recognized that
a comprehensive plan that includes all ele-
ments of national power—diplomatic, mili-
tary, intelligence, development assistance,
economic, and law enforcement support—was
needed to address the terrorist threat ema-
nating from the FATA” and that such a
strategy was also mandated by section
7102(b)(3) of the Intelligence Reform and Ter-
rorism Prevention Act of 2004 (Public Law
108-458; 22 U.S.C. 2656f note) and section
2042(b)(2) of the Implementing the Rec-
ommendations of the 9/11 Commission Act of
2007 (Public Law 110-53; 22 U.S.C. 2375 note).

(12) In the past year, the people of Paki-
stan have been especially hard hit by rising
food and commodity prices and severe energy
shortages, with two-thirds of the population
living on less than $2 a day and one-fifth of
the population living below the poverty line
according to the United Nations Develop-
ment Program.

(13) The people of Pakistan and the United
States share many compatible goals, includ-
ing—

(A) combating terrorism and violent radi-
calism, both inside Pakistan and elsewhere;

(B) solidifying democracy and the rule of
law in Pakistan;

(C) promoting the economic development
of Pakistan, both through the building of in-
frastructure and the facilitation of increased
trade;

(D) promoting the social and material
well-being of Pakistani citizens, particularly
through development of such basic services
as public education, access to potable water,
and medical treatment; and

(E) safeguarding the peace and security of
South Asia, including by facilitating peace-
ful relations between Pakistan and its neigh-
bors.

(14) According to consistent opinion re-
search, including that of the Pew Global At-
titudes Survey (December 28, 2007) and the
International Republican Institute (January
29, 2008), many people in Pakistan have his-
torically viewed the relationship between
the United States and Pakistan as a trans-
actional one, characterized by a heavy em-
phasis on security issues with little atten-
tion to other matters of great interest to
citizens of Pakistan.

(15) The election of a civilian government
in Pakistan in February 2008 provides an op-
portunity, after nearly a decade of military-
dominated rule, to place relations between
Pakistan and the United States on a new and
more stable foundation.

(16) Both the Government of Pakistan and
the United States Government should seek
to enhance the Dbilateral relationship
through additional multi-faceted engage-
ment in order to strengthen the foundation
for a consistent and reliable long-term part-
nership between the two countries.

SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees” means the Committees on Ap-
propriations and Foreign Relations of the
Senate and the Committees on Appropria-
tions and Foreign Affairs of the House of
Representatives.

(2) COUNTERINSURGENCY.—The term ‘‘coun-
terinsurgency’ means efforts to defeat orga-
nized movements that seek to overthrow the
duly constituted Governments of Pakistan
and Afghanistan through violent means.

3) COUNTERTERRORISM.—The term
‘“‘counterterrorism’ means efforts to combat
al Qaeda and other foreign terrorist organi-
zations that are designated by the Secretary
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