
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES6824 June 18, 2009 
(1) by redesignating paragraphs (2) and (3) 

as paragraphs (3) and (4), respectively; and 
(2) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-

lowing: 
‘‘(2) UNITED STATES CONTRACTORS.—Any 

person, employer, or other entity that enters 
into a contract with the Federal Government 
shall participate in the E-Verify Program 
and shall comply with the terms and condi-
tions of such election.’’. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN 
AFFAIRS 

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
June 18, 2009 at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a 
hearing entitled ‘‘The Administration’s 
Proposal to Modernize the Financial 
Regulatory System.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Thursday, June 18, 2009. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC 
WORKS 

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public 
Works be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Thursday, 
June 18, 2009 at 9:30 am in room 406 of 
the Dirksen Senate Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Thursday, June 18, 2009, at 10 a.m., in 
room 325 of the Russell Senate Office 
Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Thursday, June 18, 2009, at 2:30 p.m., 
to conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘Exam-
ining State Business Incorporation 
Practices: A Discussion of the Incorpo-
ration Transparency and Law Enforce-
ment Assistance Act,’’ S. 569. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-

mittee on the Judiciary be authorized 
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate, on Thursday, June 18, 2009, at 10 
a.m., in SD–226 of the Dirksen Senate 
Office Building, to conduct an execu-
tive business meeting. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entre-
preneurship be authorized to meet dur-
ing the session of the Senate on Thurs-
day, June 18, 2009, at 10 a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 
Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Select 
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Thursday, June 18, 2009, at 2 
p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON SURFACE TRANSPORTATION 

AND MERCHANT MARINE INFRASTRUCTURE, 
SAFETY, AND SECURITY 
Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Surface Transportation 
and Merchant Marine Infrastructure, 
Safety, and Security of the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Thursday, 
June 18, 2009, at 2:30 p.m., in room 253 
of the Russell Senate Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

EMERGING THREATS AND CAPABILITIES 
SUBCOMMITTEE 

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Emerging 
Threats and Capabilities Sub-
committee of the Committee on Armed 
Services be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Thursday, 
June 18, 2009, at 2:30 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 
Mr. HARKIN. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that Caitlin 
Miller and Edwina Hambridge of my 
staff be granted floor privileges for the 
duration of today’s session. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Henry Wil-
liams and Jessica Martinez of Senator 
BINGAMAN’s office be granted privileges 
of the floor during the debate of the 
travel promotion bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RESTITUTION OF OR COMPENSA-
TION FOR PROPERTY SEIZED 
DURING NAZI AND COMMUNIST 
ERAS 
Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent the Senate proceed 

to the immediate consideration of Cal-
endar No. 79, S. Res. 153. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 153) expressing the 

sense of the Senate on the restitution of or 
the compensation for property seized during 
the Nazi and Communist eras. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. DORGAN. I ask the resolution be 
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to, 
the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table, with no intervening action or de-
bate, and any statements be printed in 
the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 153) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 153 

Whereas many Eastern European countries 
were dominated for parts of the last century 
by Nazi or Communist regimes, without the 
consent of their people; 

Whereas victims under the Nazi regime in-
cluded individuals persecuted or targeted for 
persecution by the Nazi or Nazi-allied gov-
ernments based on their religious, ethnic, or 
cultural identity, as well as their political 
beliefs, sexual orientation, or disability; 

Whereas the Nazi regime and the authori-
tarian and totalitarian regimes that emerged 
in Eastern Europe after World War II perpet-
uated the wrongful and unjust confiscation 
of property belonging to the victims of Nazi 
persecution, including real property, per-
sonal property, and financial assets; 

Whereas communal and religious property 
was an early target of the Nazi regime and, 
by expropriating churches, synagogues and 
other community-controlled property, the 
Nazis denied religious communities the tem-
poral facilities that held those communities 
together; 

Whereas after World War II, Communist re-
gimes expanded the systematic expropria-
tion of communal and religious property in 
an effort to eliminate the influence of reli-
gion; 

Whereas many insurance companies that 
issued policies in pre-World War II Eastern 
Europe were nationalized or had their sub-
sidiary assets nationalized by Communist re-
gimes; 

Whereas such nationalized companies and 
those with nationalized subsidiaries have 
generally not paid the proceeds or compensa-
tion due on pre-war policies, because control 
of those companies or their Eastern Euro-
pean subsidiaries had passed to their respec-
tive governments; 

Whereas Eastern European countries in-
volved in these nationalizations have not 
participated in a compensation process for 
Holocaust-era insurance policies for victims 
of Nazi persecution; 

Whereas the protection of and respect for 
private property rights is a basic principle 
for all democratic governments that operate 
according to the rule of law; 

Whereas the rule of law and democratic 
norms require that the activity of govern-
ments and their administrative agencies be 
exercised in accordance with the laws passed 
by their parliaments or legislatures, and 
such laws themselves must be consistent 
with international human rights standards; 
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Whereas in July 2001, the Paris Declaration 

of the Organization for Security and Co-
operation in Europe (OSCE) Parliamentary 
Assembly noted that the process of restitu-
tion, compensation, and material reparation 
of victims of Nazi persecution has not been 
pursued with the same degree of comprehen-
siveness by all of the OSCE participating 
states; 

Whereas the OSCE participating states 
have agreed to achieve or maintain full rec-
ognition and protection of all types of prop-
erty, including private property and the 
right to prompt, just, and effective com-
pensation for private property that is taken 
for public use; 

Whereas the OSCE Parliamentary Assem-
bly has called on the participating states to 
ensure that they implement appropriate leg-
islation to secure the restitution of or com-
pensation for property losses of victims of 
Nazi persecution, including communal orga-
nizations and institutions, irrespective of 
the current citizenship or place of residence 
of the victims, their heirs, or the relevant 
successors to communal property; 

Whereas Congress passed resolutions in the 
104th and 105th Congresses that emphasized 
the longstanding support of the United 
States for the restitution of or compensation 
for property wrongly confiscated during the 
Nazi and Communist eras; 

Whereas certain post-Communist countries 
in Europe have taken steps toward compen-
sating victims of Nazi persecution whose 
property was confiscated by the Nazis or 
their allies and collaborators during World 
War II or subsequently seized by Communist 
governments; 

Whereas at the 1998 Washington Conference 
on Holocaust-Era Assets, 44 countries adopt-
ed the Principles on Nazi-Confiscated Art to 
guide the restitution of looted artwork and 
cultural property; 

Whereas the Government of Lithuania has 
promised to adopt an effective legal frame-
work to provide for the restitution of or 
compensation for wrongly confiscated com-
munal property, but so far has not done so; 

Whereas successive governments in Poland 
have promised to adopt an effective general 
property compensation law, but the current 
government has yet to adopt one; 

Whereas the legislation providing for the 
restitution of or compensation for wrongly 
confiscated property in Europe has, in var-
ious instances, not always been implemented 
in an effective, transparent, and timely man-
ner; 

Whereas such legislation is of the utmost 
importance in returning or compensating 
property wrongfully seized by totalitarian or 
authoritarian governments to its rightful 
owners; 

Whereas compensation and restitution pro-
grams can never bring back to Holocaust 
survivors what was taken from them, or in 
any way make up for their suffering; and 

Whereas there are Holocaust survivors, 
now in the twilight of their lives, who are 
impoverished and in urgent need of assist-
ance, lacking the resources to support basic 
needs, including adequate shelter, food, or 
medical care: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) appreciates the efforts of those Euro-

pean countries that have enacted legislation 
for the restitution of or compensation for 
private, communal, and religious property 
wrongly confiscated during the Nazi or Com-
munist eras, and urges each of those coun-
tries to ensure that the legislation is effec-
tively and justly implemented; 

(2) welcomes the efforts of many post-Com-
munist countries to address the complex and 
difficult question of the status of confiscated 
properties, and urges those countries to en-
sure that their restitution or compensation 

programs are implemented in a timely, non- 
discriminatory manner; 

(3) urges the Government of Poland and 
the governments of other countries in Eu-
rope that have not already done so to imme-
diately enact fair, comprehensive, non-dis-
criminatory, and just legislation so that vic-
tims of Nazi persecution (or the heirs or suc-
cessors of such persons) who had their pri-
vate property looted and wrongly confiscated 
by the Nazis during World War II and subse-
quently seized by a Communist government 
are able to obtain either restitution of their 
property or, where restitution is not pos-
sible, fair compensation; 

(4) urges the Government of Lithuania and 
the governments of other countries in Eu-
rope that have not already done so to imme-
diately enact fair, comprehensive, non-dis-
criminatory, and just legislation so that 
communities that had communal and reli-
gious property looted and wrongly con-
fiscated by the Nazis during World War II 
and subsequently seized by a Communist 
government (or the relevant successors to 
such property or the relevant foundations) 
are able to obtain either restitution of their 
property or, where restitution is not pos-
sible, fair compensation; 

(5) urges the countries of Europe which 
have not already done so to ensure that all 
such restitution and compensation legisla-
tion is established in accordance with prin-
ciples of justice and provides a simple, trans-
parent, and prompt process, so that it results 
in a tangible benefit to those surviving vic-
tims of Nazi persecution who suffered from 
the unjust confiscation of their property, 
many of whom are well into their senior 
years; 

(6) calls on the President and the Secretary 
of State to engage in an open dialogue with 
leaders of those countries that have not al-
ready enacted such legislation to support the 
adoption of legislation requiring the fair, 
comprehensive, and nondiscriminatory res-
titution of or compensation for private, com-
munal, and religious property that was 
seized and confiscated during the Nazi and 
Communist eras; and 

(7) welcomes the decision by the Govern-
ment of the Czech Republic to host in June 
2009 an international conference for govern-
ments and non-governmental organizations 
to continue the work done at the 1998 Wash-
ington Conference on Holocaust-Era Assets, 
which will— 

(A) address the issues of restitution of or 
compensation for real property, personal 
property (including art and cultural prop-
erty), and financial assets wrongfully con-
fiscated by the Nazis or their allies and col-
laborators and subsequently wrongfully con-
fiscated by Communist regimes; 

(B) review issues related to the opening of 
archives and the work of historical commis-
sions, review progress made, and focus on the 
next steps required on these issues; and 

(C) examine social welfare issues related to 
the needs of Holocaust survivors, and iden-
tify methods and resources to meet to such 
needs. 

f 

SUPPORTING GOALS AND OBJEC-
TIVES OF PRAGUE CONFERENCE 
ON HOLOCAUST ERA ASSETS 
Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 81, S. Con. Res. 
23. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 

A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 23) 
supporting the goals and objectives of the 
Prague Conference on Holocaust Era Assets. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the concurrent 
resolution. 

Mr. DORGAN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to, 
the preamble be agreed to, the motion 
to reconsider be laid upon the table, 
with no intervening action or debate, 
and that any statements be printed in 
the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The concurrent resolution (S. Con. 
Res. 23) was agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. CON. RES. 23 

Whereas the Government of the Czech Re-
public will host the Conference on Holocaust 
Era Assets in Prague from June 26, 2009, 
through June 30, 2009 (in this preamble re-
ferred to as the ‘‘Prague Conference’’); 

Whereas the Prague Conference will facili-
tate a review of the progress made since the 
1998 Washington Conference on Holocaust 
Era Assets, in which 44 countries, 13 non-gov-
ernmental organizations, and numerous 
scholars and Holocaust survivors partici-
pated; 

Whereas a high-level United States delega-
tion participated in the Washington Con-
ference, led by then-Under Secretary of 
State for Economic, Business and Agricul-
tural Affairs Stuart Eizenstat, Nobel Peace 
Laureate Elie Wiesel, Federal Judge Abner 
Mikva, senior diplomats, and a bipartisan 
group of Members of Congress; 

Whereas then-Secretary of State Mad-
eleine Albright delivered the keynote ad-
dress at the Washington Conference, articu-
lating the commitment of the United States 
to Holocaust survivors and urging conference 
participants to ‘‘chart a course for finishing 
the job of returning or providing compensa-
tion for stolen Holocaust assets to survivors 
and the families of Holocaust victims’’; 

Whereas the Prague Conference is expected 
to review the issues agreed on at the Wash-
ington Conference, including issues relating 
to financial assets, bank accounts, insur-
ance, and other financial properties; 

Whereas the Prague Conference is expected 
to include a special session on social pro-
grams for Holocaust survivors and other vic-
tims of Nazi atrocities; 

Whereas at the Prague Conference, work-
ing groups are expected to convene to discuss 
Holocaust education, remembrance and re-
search, looted art, Judaica and Jewish cul-
tural property, and immovable property, in-
cluding both private, religious, and com-
munal property; 

Whereas the participation and leadership 
of the United States at the highest level is 
critically important to ensure a successful 
outcome of the Prague Conference; 

Whereas Congress supports further inclu-
sion of Holocaust survivors and their advo-
cates in the planning and proceedings of the 
Prague Conference; 

Whereas the United States strongly sup-
ports the immediate return of, or just com-
pensation for, property that was illegally 
confiscated by Nazi and Communist regimes; 

Whereas many Holocaust survivors lack 
the means for even the most basic neces-
sities, including proper housing and health 
care; 

Whereas the United States and the inter-
national community have a moral obligation 
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