
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S5695 May 20, 2009 
Deladurantaye, Nick Deladurantaye, 
Jamison Deladurantaye, Josh Ducote. 

Victoria Evans, Chris Funderburk, Daygan 
Gardner, Chase Gill, Austin Granger, Ryan 
Hess, Chris Hughes, Jessica Islas, Elizabeth 
Kellner, Daniel Linn, Kaitlyn Lockhart, 
Wyatt Maricle, Blake Maricle, Kaymen 
Megl, Austin Merilos, Sydney Merilos, Jo-
seph Myers, Katlyn Peavy, Bradley Richard, 
Josie Slaydon. 

Courtney Smith, Eden Solinsky, Devin 
Stephens, Cory Stephens, Emilee Stewart, 
Teagan Suire, Dustin Thompson, Tito 
Torres, Jossie Willis.∑ 

f 

HONORING HOWE AND HOWE 
TECHNOLOGIES 

∑ Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, this 
week is National Small Business Week, 
a time when our country focuses on the 
immense efforts our 27 million small 
businesses make to the health and vi-
tality of our Nation’s economy. As we 
are presently engaged in two wars, in-
novative companies that produce cut-
ting-edge defense products are critical 
to our Nation’s military success. In 
that vein, I rise to recognize the colos-
sal efforts of one such small business 
from my home State of Maine, Howe 
and Howe Technologies. 

Located in the southern Maine town 
of Eliot, Howe and Howe Technologies 
focuses on the design and production of 
extreme vehicles, specifically tanks. 
And for brothers Mike and Geoffrey 
Howe, the company’s owners, building 
tanks has been a passion for over a dec-
ade. After high school, they began 
work on the original Ripsaw 1, their 
first unmanned vehicle, in the garage 
of their childhood home. By 2004, they 
were entering their vehicle in an en-
durance test for unmanned vehicles 
that was sponsored by the military. 
While they did not win that trial, the 
brothers received a boost of confidence 
that their products could compete in 
the long run, leading to the establish-
ment of Howe and Howe Technologies 
in 2006. 

Each of the company’s tanks is de-
signed with a particular use in mind. 
For instance, the Subterranean Rover 
1, or SR1, was commissioned by the 
Shoal Creek Mine in Alabama to spe-
cifically withstand the harsh condi-
tions of coal mines. The PAV1, or 
Badger, was built for the California 
Protection Services for use by SWAT 
teams and other law enforcement agen-
cies. And the Ripsaw MS1, which is 
currently being tested by the U.S. 
Army, is an unmanned ground vehicle, 
or UGV, designed especially for mili-
tary use. Howe and Howe’s vehicles are 
critical to our military’s mission, as 
they are unmanned vehicles that can 
be placed in dangerous situations with-
out harm to personnel. Additionally, 
the vehicles can operate for almost 300 
miles until refueling, can be controlled 
remotely, and provide the military 
with a faster alternative to the un-
manned vehicles they presently have. 

The Howe brothers take pride in 
their work, and industry experts are 
certainly taking notice. The Ripsaw 

MS1, which is Howe and Howe’s latest 
vehicle, was just selected by Popular 
Science magazine as ‘‘The Fastest 
Tank’’ in the listing of its 2009 Inven-
tion Awards. The magazine publishes 
these awards annually to highlight a 
diverse array of creative and innova-
tive products America’s businesses are 
manufacturing, from power shock ab-
sorbers to IV catheters. Additionally, 
Howe and Howe has recently learned 
that its PAV1 Badger will be acknowl-
edged as the ‘‘World’s Smallest Tank’’ 
in the ‘‘2010 Guinness Book of World 
Records.’’ 

Last Saturday was Armed Forces 
Day, a day to reflect on the significant 
sacrifices our men and women in uni-
form have made on behalf of our Na-
tion’s security. Let us also pay homage 
to those civilians who assist them by 
creating state-of-the-art products that 
make their missions safer and strong-
er, and that ultimately save lives. I 
congratulate Mike and Geoffrey Howe 
and everyone at Howe and Howe Tech-
nologies for their exceptional work 
ethic and inventive products, and wish 
them continued success.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING SERGEANT AUBIE 
L. ATKINS, JR. 

∑ Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, I wish to 
honor and recognize SGT Aubie L. At-
kins, Jr., for making the ultimate sac-
rifice in service to our country. Nearly 
67 years after his death in WWII, he 
will be home for good and laid to rest 
next to his parents in their Claiborne 
Parish town of Athens. I would like to 
take a few moments to speak of his 
courage and heroism. 

Atkins grew up in Athens, LA, and 
attended Louisiana Tech University for 
1 year before enlisting in the Army in 
1941. He was trained in communica-
tions and assigned to the crew of a B– 
25 Mitchell bomber in the 405th Bom-
bardment Squadron in the south-
western Pacific. Atkins, along with 
seven other crew members, took off 
aboard a bomber nicknamed ‘‘The 
Happy Legend’’ from Port Moresby on 
a mission to bomb Buna on December 
5, 1942. Unfortunately, their plane went 
down and disappeared near the Kokoda 
Pass, Papua New Guinea. Military au-
thorities believed the plane was shot 
down by the Japanese during a bomb-
ing run. The crew was declared dead, 
and all were memorialized on the tab-
lets of the missing at Manila American 
Cemetery, Philippines, by the Amer-
ican Battle Monuments Commission. 

Members of the 1st Australian Corps 
found the crash in February 1943 along 
with the pilot’s remains and Atkins’ 
identification tags, but because enemy 
troops remained in the vicinity, the al-
lied soldiers had to abandon the site. 
Several attempts were launched to re-
trieve wreckage and the airmen’s re-
mains, but the wreckage was in a 
water-filled crater making it too dif-
ficult and dangerous. But, in 2005 At-
kins’ remains were identified using 
DNA that was donated in 2007 by his 

last surviving sibling, just months be-
fore her own death. 

There is no doubt that December 5, 
1942, was a tragic day, not only for the 
families of the fallen crew members 
but also for the B–25 family, the com-
munity, and the Nation. On Saturday, 
May 16, Sergeant Atkins was properly 
buried with full military honors, in-
cluding a jet flyover and a 21-gun sa-
lute. Although all of Atkins’ seven sib-
lings are deceased, three subsequent 
generations were present to honor and 
pay their respects. 

Thus, today, I honor the memory of 
fellow Louisianan Aubrey Atkins, Jr., 
and thank him for his devotion and 
service to our country.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mrs. Neiman, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the presiding 
officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The nominations received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

REPORT ON THE CONTINUATION 
OF THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY 
THAT WAS ORIGINALLY DE-
CLARED IN EXECUTIVE ORDER 
13303 OF MAY 22, 2003, WITH RE-
SPECT TO THE STABILIZATION 
OF IRAQ—PM 20 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States, together with an accompanying 
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, prior to the 
anniversary date of its declaration, the 
President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a 
notice stating that the emergency is to 
continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this pro-
vision, I have sent the enclosed notice 
to the Federal Register for publication. 
This notice states that the national 
emergency with respect to the sta-
bilization of Iraq declared in Executive 
Order 13303 of May 22, 2003, as modified 
in scope and relied upon for additional 
steps taken in Executive Order 13315 of 
August 28, 2003, Executive Order 13350 
of July 29, 2004, Executive Order 13364 
of November 29, 2004, and Executive 
Order 13438 of July 17, 2007, is to con-
tinue in effect beyond May 22, 2009. 
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Obstacles to the orderly reconstruc-

tion of Iraq, the restoration and main-
tenance of peace and security in the 
country, and the development of polit-
ical, administrative, and economic in-
stitutions in Iraq continue to pose an 
unusual and extraordinary threat to 
the national security and foreign pol-
icy of the United States. Accordingly, I 
have determined that it is necessary to 
continue the national emergency with 
respect to this threat and maintain in 
force the measures taken to deal with 
that national emergency. 

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, May 19, 2009. 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

At 10:49 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the Speaker has signed 
the following enrolled bill: 

S. 896. An Act to prevent mortgage fore-
closures and enhance mortgage credit avail-
ability. 

The enrolled bill was subsequently 
signed by the Acting president pro 
tempore (Mr. REID). 

At 11:53 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bills, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 1088. An Act to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to provide for a one-year period 
for the training of new disabled veterans’ 
outreach program specialists and local vet-
erans’ employment representatives by Na-
tional Veterans’ Employment and Training 
Services Institute. 

H.R. 1089. An Act to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to provide for the enforcement 
through the Office of Special Counsel of the 
employment and reemployment rights of 
veterans and members of the Armed Forces 
employed by Federal executive agencies, and 
for other purposes. 

H.R. 1170. An Act to amend chapter 21 of 
title 38, United States Code, to establish a 
grant program to encourage the development 
of new assistive technologies for special 
adapted housing. 

H.R. 2182. An Act to amend the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 to 
provide for enhanced State and local over-
sight of activities conducted pursuant to 
such Act, and for other purposes. 

The message also announced that the 
House has agreed to the following con-
current resolution, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H. Con. Res. 120. Concurrent resolution 
supporting the goals and ideals of National 
Women’s Health Week, and for other pur-
poses. 

The message further announced that 
pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 3003, and the 
order of the House of January 6, 2009, 
the Speaker appoints the following 
Members of the House of Representa-
tives to the Commission on Security 
and Cooperation in Europe: Mr. 
HASTINGS of Florida, Co-Chairman, Mr. 

MARKEY of Massachusetts, Ms. SLAUGH-
TER of New York, Mr. MCINTYRE of 
North Carolina, Mr. BUTTERFIELD of 
North Carolina, Mr. SMITH of New Jer-
sey, Mr. ADERHOLT of Alabama, Mr. 
PITTS of Pennsylvania, and Mr. ISSA of 
California. 

At 2:50 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House agrees to 
the amendment of the Senate to the 
bill (H.R. 627) to amend the Truth in 
Lending Act to establish fair and 
transparent practices relating to the 
extension of credit under an open end 
consumer credit plan, and for other 
purposes. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 1088. An act to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to provide for a one-year period 
for the training of new disabled veterans’ 
outreach program specialists and local vet-
erans’ employment representatives by Na-
tional Veterans’ Employment and Training 
Services Institute; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs. 

H.R. 1089. To amend title 38, United States 
Code, to provide for the enforcement through 
the Office of Special Counsel of the employ-
ment and reemployment rights of veterans 
and members of the Armed Forces employed 
by Federal executive agencies, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs. 

H.R. 1170. An act to amend chapter 21 of 
title 38, United States Code, to establish a 
grant program to encourage the development 
of new assistive technologies for specially 
adapted housing; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs. 

The following concurrent resolution 
was read, and referred as indicated: 

H. Con. Res. 120. Concurrent resolution 
supporting the goals and ideals of National 
Women’s Health Week, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

f 

ENROLLED BILL PRESENTED 

The Secretary of the Senate reported 
that today, May 20, 2009, she had pre-
sented to the President of the United 
States the following enrolled bill: 

S. 896. An Act to prevent mortgage fore-
closures and enhance mortgage credit avail-
ability. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–1669. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Carbofuran; Final Tolerance Revocations’’ 
(FRL–8413–3) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on May 13, 2009; to 
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

EC–1670. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-

ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Iodosulfuron-methyl-sodium; Pesticide Tol-
erances’’ (FRL–8412–6) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on May 15, 
2009; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry. 

EC–1671. A communication from the Acting 
Under Secretary of Defense (Personnel and 
Readiness), Department of Defense, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the Department’s 
annual report on Joint Officer Management; 
to the Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–1672. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Defense, transmitting a report on 
the approved retirement of Lieutenant Gen-
eral Clyde A. Vaughn, Army National Guard 
of the United States, and his advancement to 
the grade of lieutenant general on the re-
tired list; to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices. 

EC–1673. A communication from the Gen-
eral Counsel, Department of Defense, trans-
mitting, the report of legislative proposals 
relative to the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Bill for Fiscal Year 2010; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

EC–1674. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on 
the national emergency with respect to Iran 
that was declared in Executive Order 12170 of 
November 14, 1979; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–1675. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy, Defense Research and Engi-
neering, Department of Defense, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, a report entitled ‘‘De-
fense Production Act Annual Fund Report 
for Fiscal Year 2008’’; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–1676. A communication from the Regu-
latory Specialist, Office of the Comptroller 
of the Currency, Department of the Treas-
ury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Fair Credit Report-
ing Affiliate Marketing Regulations; Iden-
tity Theft Red Flags and Address Discrep-
ancies Under the Fair and Accurate Credit 
Transactions Act of 2003’’ (RIN1557–AD14) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on May 14, 2009; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–1677. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Approval and Promulgation of Implementa-
tion Plans; New Jersey Reasonable Further 
Progress Plans, Reasonably Available Con-
trol Technology, Reasonably Available Con-
trol Measures and Conformity Budgets’’ 
(FRL–8905–7) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on May 13, 2009; to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC–1678. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Delegation of New Source Performance 
Standards and National Emission Standards 
for Hazardous Air Pollutants for the States 
of Arizona, California, Hawaii, and Nevada’’ 
(FRL–8905–8) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on May 13, 2009; to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC–1679. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Prevention of Significant Deterioration 
(PSD) and Nonattainment New Source Re-
view (NSR): Aggregation’’ (FRL–8904–5) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on May 13, 2009; to the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works. 
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