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a whiner, be a winner and a doer! Well, you
asked, so here is my story.

I am a certificated flight instructor and
had a very promising flight school in the
Magic Valley (the only flight school in the
valley) at the Jerome County Airport. Then
9/11. I learned two very good lessons after
that: [there is little understanding of the
real world among the bureaucrats who oper-
ate many agencies, and that too often the
price for problems is paid by those who had
nothing to do with the problem.]

While billions [were dumped] into the air-
line industry, [my business] went under. Just
because I was grounded and held accountable
for the actions of 9/11, my bills were not
“‘grounded” and I ended up losing my air-
planes, my business and every cent I had! Oh,
well, no complaints, I was not in a rubble
pile in D.C., or New York, New York, or dead
at a crash site in Pennsylvania. My heart
still hurts for those who lost their lives that
day. Like I said, no complaints. I am a proud
American that is used to pulling me up by
the boot straps and, by the way, I was offered
a low interest $5,000 loan by the government;
that would not have even covered my fuel
bill! It has taken me years to pay off the
losses, but I have. And I have been teaching
flying lessons in student-owned planes. If
they come to me without an airplane I have
to turn them away. That means out of the
Magic Valley because there had been no
other flight schools open. Flying is not a
privilege like driving, it is a right put down
on paper by the Congress and the Senate!

Now to end this story—you ask for $5.50 a
gallon aviation fuel! It has put me com-
pletely out of the teaching game! Thanks a
lot! (Not you.) I have been doing this teach-
ing thing for the last 18 years. I do not know
anything else! I am 52 years old, too old to
start over and become an expert at anything
else, I will not be on this planet long enough!
Sure, I could go to Dubai, India, China or
some other enemy country and teach their
students how to fly and probably make a a
lot of money, but that is not what it is
about. It is about molding good, safe and bet-
ter American pilots! Not going to the Middle
East and teaching the bucks. No, I will never
do that! Never! I live in Idaho and that is
where I will be put into the good potato-
growing earth of Idaho!

I feel [let down by my elected officials.]
Please keep up your effort to help us no-
counts here in Idaho! I do know that you are
trying.

JIM, Jerome.

My husband is on permanent Social Secu-
rity Disability. The high gas prices make it
impossible for us to leave our area, and it is
more expensive for me to drive to work. We
just try to buy less groceries; no extras. I am
really worried about purchasing propane
next winter. The minimum you can now have
delivered is $300, and that does not even last
a month. I hate to see what it will cost next
winter. If gas prices do not go down, many
living in Idaho will eat less and heat less!

BARBARA, Idaho Falls.

First I want to thank you for all the good
work you are doing to represent your Idaho
constituents. It is so refreshing to have an
honest, wise thinking, conservative con-
gressman. We have lived in liberal states in
the past and it can be very discouraging.

About the fuel prices, I just want to share
that I am a hospice nurse which requires
that I drive all over Canyon and some of Ada
counties. We do get paid mileage for our
trips to and from our patients, but the $.43 a
mile is quickly being eaten up by the rising
fuel prices. Also my husband and I are pri-
vate pilots and love to fly over our beautiful
state, but again the cost of fuel is making it
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necessary to but back on those trips. What is
so frustrating to us is knowing that we have
plenty of oil in our own country, if our gov-
ernment would just allow production to in-
crease. I also favor developing alternate en-
ergy. I especially think that nuclear energy
can be developed safely and should be looked
at very seriously.
LINDA and ALAN, Nampa.

It is very obvious that Russia is on an ag-
gressive quest to control the global oil. The
U.S. should have already been on top of this,
but where are the leaders of the two Houses?
They’re on vacation (except for a few fight-
ers) instead of attending to very important
and critical issues. It is extremely important
to deal with the energy issues as soon as pos-
sible. We have o0il available in the Bakken
Formation, Alaska and other areas, which
contain the following estimates: 8 times as
much oil as Saudi Arabia, 18 times as much
oil as Iraq, 21 times as much oil as Kuwait,
22 times as much oil as Iran, 500 times as
much oil as Yemen—all right here in the
U.S.

The issues at hand are affecting the rap-
idly increasing day-to-day costs. Inflation is
rising, not at .05%, rather more like 30%. For
example, groceries are costing almost 50%
more than in January. That is if one can af-
ford the gasoline.

The COLA increase in the next budget for
Social Security and the Military should be a
minimum of 15%—just to stay even with ris-
ing costs.

This is not a time for partisan bickering.
This is time for a conscience effort toward
the business of American citizens.

GEORGE. Craigmont.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO HEATHER FONG

e Mrs. BOXER. Madam President, I am
pleased to pay tribute to San Francisco
Police Chief Heather Fong as she re-
tires from the city and county of San
Francisco’s Police Department after 32
years of dedicated service.

A lifelong Californian, Chief Fong
was born and raised in the city of San
Francisco. She grew up in a small flat
on Bannam Place, a tiny alley in North
Beach just outside Chinatown, and at-
tended St. Rose Academy in the west-
ern addition. It was there that Fong
was first exposed to the idea that she
could pursue a career in law enforce-
ment, when a visiting officer was
brought into the academy to speak
with the students. Fong quickly joined
the San Francisco Police Athletic
League’s cadet academy, where she
served for 2 years, and attended classes
one night a week at the Hall of Justice.
Following her graduation from St.
Rose Academy, Fong pursued her un-
dergraduate education at the Univer-
sity of San Francisco, and later re-
ceived a master’s degree in social work
from San Francisco State University.

Chief Fong formally entered the po-
lice service when she was sworn in as a
San Francisco police officer in 1977.
Just one month into the job, she
played a crucial role in the investiga-
tion of the massacre in Chinatown’s
Golden Dragon restaurant; her work
resulted in four convictions. Because of
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her dedication and strong work ethic,
Fong was given a beat along Clement
Street with a veteran police officer,
where she quickly learned the ropes.
Two years later, in 1979, Fong trans-
ferred to the Police Academy, where
she became the first female instructor,
an honor not usually given to young of-
ficers.

Fong has served the San Francisco
Police Department in various capac-
ities over her 32 years of service, work-
ing her way through the ranks of in-
spector, sergeant, lieutenant, captain,
commander, deputy chief, assistant
chief, acting chief, and finally, chief.

San Francisco Mayor Gavin Newsom
appointed Fong acting chief of Police
on January 22, 2004 and chief of police
on April 14, 2004. Fong was the first
woman to become chief of police for
San Francisco and the Nation’s first
Asian American woman to lead a major
city’s police department. Chief Fong is
deserving of a very relaxing retire-
ment—in her 5 years as police chief,
she never took one vacation.

I admire Chief Fong’s 32 years of
dedicated service to the people of San
Francisco. Along with her friends and
admirers throughout the San Francisco
Bay area, I thank her for her tireless
efforts and wish her the best as she em-
barks on the next phase of her life.®

———

TRIBUTE TO DR. ANDREW MOORE

e Mr. BUNNING. Madam President,
today I recognize Dr. Andrew Moore of
Lexington, KY, for being the recipient
of the Fayette County Hero of the Year
presented by the Bluegrass Area Chap-
ter of the American Red Cross.

The Hero of the Year award was pre-
sented to Dr. Moore on April 23, 2009.
The Heroes campaign fosters commu-
nity awareness and generates funds to
support the mission and services of the
American Red Cross.

Dr. Moore is the founder and presi-
dent of the nonprofit organization Sur-
gery on Sunday, which provides out-
patient surgical services to income-eli-
gible individuals and families who are
without health insurance and are not
eligible for Federal or State assistance.
Patients are referred to the program by
community organizations and receive
medical procedures that range from
general operations to dental work and
reconstructive surgeries.

In its first year of operation, Surgery
on Sunday provided services to more
than 150 individuals without health in-
surance or the means to pay. By the
end of its second year, the organization
had performed more than 2,000 proce-
dures. It is estimated that $1.56 million
worth of medical services has been do-
nated by more than 600 volunteer sur-
geons, physicians, nurses, and other
health professionals.

I would like to thank Dr. Moore and
all of the volunteers for Surgery on
Sunday for their contributions to the
Commonwealth of Kentucky. Dr.
Moore is truly an inspiration to all
Kentuckians and I wish him the best of
luck in his future endeavors.e
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TRIBUTE TO OKLAHOMA NURSES

e Mr. INHOFE. Madam President, I
wish to honor the men and women who
have dedicated their lives to caring for
others through the nursing profession.
As you may know, National Nurses’
Week is celebrated from May 6 through
12. Nurses play a crucial role in our
health care system. The need for atten-
tion to detail, medical expertise, time
management, critical thinking, and
compassion shape a vocation that is
more than a career. Professional nurses
make enduring investments in their
patients’ lives.

Nursing is the largest health care oc-
cupation, with over 2.5 million nurses
nationwide. In my State of Oklahoma,
there are over 25,000 registered nurses
alone. Nurses are found in a wide vari-
ety of settings, including hospitals,
doctors’ offices, schools, nursing
homes, community clinics, and even
the battlefield. Nurses do more than
treat wounds and assist doctors. They
help us all, regardless of age or stand-
ing, from the tiniest premature baby to
the senior who has a life full of memo-
ries. They comfort those in pain, ease
children’s fears, educate students, at-
tend deliveries, and offer assurance to
worried parents. Nurses are trained to
take care of the whole patient, sick or
healthy.

It is no coincidence that the last day
of National Nurses’ Week, May 12, is
also the birthday of Florence Nightin-
gale, the founder of the modern nursing
profession. Her work set an example of
commitment to patients that can be
seen and felt even today. The skill,
dedication, and strength of our nurses
are too often overlooked. Quality of
life has increased for many OKklaho-
mans, myself included, as a result of a
nurse’s actions and care. Nursing is
among the noblest professions.

Madam President, I ask that you join
me today in honoring nurses both in
Oklahoma and all across the Nation.e

———

NEBRASKA ARMY CORPS OF
ENGINEERS

e Mr. JOHANNS. Madam President,
today I wish to commemorate the 75th
anniversary of the founding of the
Omaha District of the Army Corps of
Engineers in Omaha, NE.

From its original mission in the 1930s
working on flood control projects on
the Missouri River, including the build-
ing of the Fort Peck Dam, to its con-
temporary work in support of our Na-
tion’s military mission in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan, the Omaha District has
served the citizens of the State of Ne-
braska and the United States of Amer-
ica with pride and distinction.

I especially note the contribution
that the Corps has made every day
since its inception managing and pro-
tecting Nebraska’s precious water re-
sources. Without the dedicated efforts
of all of the men and women of the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers Omaha Dis-
trict, citizens in the State of Nebraska
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would: (1) be vulnerable to extensive
flooding, (2) lack abundant rec-
reational opportunities and preserva-
tion of critical wildlife habitat, and (3)
face much higher electric energy bills.
It is estimated that as a result of the
work of the Omaha District of the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, more than
$25 billion of property damage due to
flooding has been averted during its
distinguished history.

I also note with extreme pride the
important contribution that the
Omaha District has made over the
years to the success of our Armed
Forces. The Omaha District was re-
sponsible for the construction of what
later became known as Offutt Air
Force Base. Offutt Air Force Base was
the home of the Glenn L. Martin Co.
Bomber Plant, which manufactured the
B-29 ““‘Superfortress’ and the B-26 ‘‘Ma-
rauder’’ airplanes. Other more recent
noteworthy projects have included
work on the North American Air De-
fense Command headquarters at Chey-
enne Mountain, construction of various
missile controls and launch facilities
throughout the Midwest, building of
hangar facilities for B-2 ‘‘Stealth”
bombers, and other important projects
for military purposes in Nebraska and
for foreign deployments.

Again, I thank the thousands of
Omaha District employees who have
dedicated their careers to serving the
military and civilian needs of the State
of Nebraska and the United States of
America.e

————

MILITARY FAMILIES
APPRECIATION DAY

e Mr. WYDEN. Madam President, to-
morrow, Oregon will be celebrating its
first Military Families Appreciation
Day.

All over my State, people will gather
to recognize the sacrifice and service of
military families and veterans
throughout history.

It is a day set aside to bring people
together, to learn from and support
each other and to celebrate the fami-
lies who serve on the home front while
their wives, husbands, sons, daughters,
and parents serve on the front lines.

America’s military is the strongest
in the world, and they draw their
strength from families back home. Yet
far too frequently, the sacrifices and
dedication of military families have
gone unacknowledged and
unappreciated.

That is why Oregon will be proudly
recognizing military families on this
inaugural Military Families Apprecia-
tion Day.

In our Nation’s recent history, mil-
lions of servicemembers have been
placed in harm’s way for our country,
standing watch as freedom’s guardian.
But families, too, have stood watch at
home, facing their own challenges, all
too often alone.

Military families sacrifice so much—
they are patriots cloaked in a quiet
strength and they make all the dif-
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ference to the success of each mission.
They have faced the special challenges
of long and repeated deployments, sep-
arations from loved ones, and frequent
relocations with great courage and re-
solve. In doing so, their selfless dedica-
tion has directly contributed to the
mission readiness of our soldiers, sail-
ors, airmen, marines, Coast Guards-
men, and Merchant Marines.

So to every military family, I want
to offer a nation’s thanks.

For the times you have stood and
watched a ship sail from the harbor, an
aircraft disappear into the clouds, or a
bus convoy pull out of sight, not sure
when your loved one would return, we
thank you.

For the anniversaries, birthdays, and
holidays you have celebrated alone, we
thank you.

For the helping hand you have ex-
tended to other military families when
there was need—truly creating a mili-
tary family—we thank you.

A country is not strong because of its
armed services alone, rather the armed
services draw strength from the civil-
ians who support them. With military
families setting a superior example of
devotion, courage, and commitment,
America will always be a nation of
strength.e

————

BUDGET OF THE UNITED STATES
GOVERNMENT FOR FISCAL YEAR
2010—PM 16

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred jointly, pur-
suant to the order of January 30, 1975
as modified by the order of April 11,
1986; to the Committees on Appropria-
tions; and the Budget:

To the Congress of the United States:

I have the honor to transmit to you
the Budget of the United States Govern-
ment for Fiscal Year 2010

In my February 26th budget over-
view, A New Era of Responsibility: Re-
newing America’s Promise, 1 provided a
broad outline of how our Nation came
to this moment of economic, financial,
and fiscal crisis; and how my Adminis-
tration plans to move this economy
from recession to recovery and lay a
new foundation for long-term economic
growth and prosperity. This Budget
fills out this picture by providing full
programmatic details and proposing
appropriations language and other re-
quired information for the Congress to
put these plans fully into effect.

Specifically, this Budget details the
pillars of the stable and broad eco-
nomic growth we seek: making long
overdue investments and reforms in
education so that every child can com-
pete in the global economy, under-
taking health care reform so that we
can control costs while boosting cov-
erage and quality, and investing in re-
newable sources of energy so that we
can reduce our dependence on foreign
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