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Filling Civilian Gap to Rebuild Afghan-
istan’’ says it all. 

We now have a President who has 
formed a sound policy for Afghanistan, 
but we simply do not have the civilian 
international development experts nec-
essary to fill the civilian needs in Af-
ghanistan. 

This is tragic. 
Think about after the attacks of Sep-

tember 11 how many Americans wanted 
to serve their country, whether in the 
military, in Americorps programs, or 
in the Foreign Service. 

We should have taken advantage of 
that groundswell of American idealism 
and determination to bring some of our 
brightest minds into the State Depart-
ment and U.S. Agency for Inter-
national Development where they 
could use their talents and desire for 
public service to make a difference in 
the lives of others around the world 
and to help bring stability to faraway 
places. 

The need is stark. Take USAID 
alone. In the 1960s when President Ken-
nedy launched the agency, it had more 
than 5,000 Foreign Service officers. 
Today, with obvious needs around the 
world from Afghanistan to Iraq to 
Congo, it has just over 1,000. 

Its budget in real dollars has shrunk 
by almost one quarter. 

That is right. At a time when people 
on both sides of the aisle, as well as in 
the military and civilian leadership of 
our government, agree on the great 
need for such civilian engagement, our 
lead international development agency 
has seen its key staff cut by 80 percent 
and its funding by more than 25 per-
cent. 

We have this all backwards. 
This increase in development profes-

sionals would be a first step towards 
rebalancing the three pillars of our for-
eign policy and national security—de-
velopment, defense, and diplomacy, 
and would go a long way in helping 
face some of our country’s biggest 
global challenges. 

I urge support for this bill. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Georgia is recognized. 
f 

NUCLEAR ENERGY 

Mr. CHAMBLISS. Madam President, 
I rise this afternoon to discuss the ben-
efits of nuclear power to our Nation. 

Last week, I was fortunate enough to 
visit the Savannah River Site, along 
with three of our colleagues, Senator 
ISAKSON and our two South Carolina 
colleagues, Senator GRAHAM and Sen-
ator DEMINT, to watch the Department 
of Energy employees at the Savannah 
River Site carry out their mission. 

This site has been safely operating 
since the 1950s refining materials for 
nuclear weapons. In more than fifty 
years, there has not been a single nu-
clear incident at the Savannah River 
Site, proving that it is possible to safe-
ly operate and maintain our nuclear fa-
cilities. But in the past decade, the 
place that has helped bolster America’s 

standing in the atomic age and has 
been a watchword for America’s nu-
clear might has also begun to harness 
spent forces for peaceful purposes—to 
bring light and heat into American 
homes. 

The Savannah River Site has helped 
lead the way in disposing of nuclear 
material. For more than 6 years, the 
facility has blended weapons-grade, 
highly enriched uranium to make low- 
enriched uranium that is being con-
verted into commercial reactor fuel. It 
recently expanded its mission to in-
clude converting excess weapons-grade 
plutonium from decommissioned nu-
clear weapons and will become a con-
solidation point for all weapons-grade 
plutonium in the United States. This 
will result in more fuel for commercial 
power reactors. 

Materials that once tipped our arse-
nal of nuclear warheads are now being 
used to provide the light by which 
Georgians eat dinner, do their home-
work, and the power with which they 
heat their homes in winter and cool 
them in our hot summers. In fact, one- 
fifth of Georgia’s total generating ca-
pacity comes from nuclear power—sec-
ond only to coal. 

The two nuclear plants in Georgia 
provide some of the lowest cost elec-
tricity in our State. The power they 
generate is safe, reliable, and, most sig-
nificant in the midst of this national 
debate on climate change—emissions 
free and environmentally responsible. 

Despite those clear advantages, in 
America at large, nuclear power pro-
duces some 20 percent of the Nation’s 
energy. Compare that to France, where 
nuclear power sources provide nearly 80 
percent of that country’s power. 

Intriguingly, in terms of national se-
curity, the Savannah River Site is 
playing a key role in America’s nuclear 
nonproliferation efforts. The nuclear 
power generated from reducing our nu-
clear weapons stockpile at the Savan-
nah River Site is coming full circle: In 
its conversion from weapons to com-
mercial nuclear fuel, it is helping re-
duce America’s dependance on foreign 
energy sources, often from countries 
that do not like us and do not have our 
best interests at heart. 

Additionally, the work conducted at 
the Savannah River Site helps main-
tain America’s technical and scientific 
nuclear base, preserving the expertise 
to expand commercial nuclear energy 
as well as the expertise to modernize 
our existing nuclear weapons arsenal. 

I was impressed by the talent and ex-
pertise of Savannah River Site employ-
ees I met who are some of the leading 
nuclear experts in the world. However, 
they are an endangered breed and will 
continue to be unless America commits 
to expanded nuclear energy and re-
search and development. 

We know America’s energy consump-
tion will increase. We know the in-
creased demand will drive the need for 
more base-load capacity. Demog-
raphers predict that 40 percent of the 
total U.S. population will live in the 

Southeast by 2030. Georgia alone is 
slated to add 4 million new residents 
during that time frame. If we are to 
meet the growing energy needs of Geor-
gia and of our Nation in keeping with 
America’s national security interests, 
the ingenuity of employees at the Sa-
vannah River Site and other such fa-
cilities is key to such efforts. I applaud 
their great work. I look forward to 
many more years of expansion of the 
technology that is being developed to 
dispose of our nuclear waste as well as 
recycle our nuclear waste and to reuse 
that waste. 

f 

(At the request of Mr. REID, the fol-
lowing statement was ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD.) 

VOTE EXPLANATION 

∑ Mr. MENENDEZ. Madam President, 
due to an official event in New Jersey, 
I was necessarily absent for rollcall 
votes 186 and 187. Had I been present, 
on rollcall No. 186, passage of S. 454, 
the Weapon Systems Acquisition Re-
form Act of 2009, I would have voted 
yea; rollcall No. 187, the confirmation 
of R. Gil Kerlikowske to be Director of 
National Drug Control Policy, I would 
have voted yea.∑ 

f 

RETIREMENT OF LIEUTENANT 
GENERAL CLYDE A. VAUGHN 

Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, this 
week, LTG Clyde Vaughn, Director of 
the Army National Guard, retires after 
almost 35 years of excellent service to 
the Army National Guard and the U.S. 
Army. He has been an absolutely su-
perb Army Guard Director. 

Under General Vaughn’s watch, the 
Guard has undertaken one of the most 
successful recruiting programs in his-
tory. The Army Guard has become 
more capable, ready, and better 
equipped than at any point over the 
past several decades. Under his watch, 
the Army Guard has helped make the 
country stronger. General Vaughn 
leaves big shoes to fill. 

The Army National Guard is a criti-
cally important part of the Army and 
the entire Armed Forces. Citizen-sol-
diers from the Army National Guard 
have comprised a high percentage of 
the forces on the ground in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan. The members of the Army 
Guard also are our military first re-
sponders for emergencies at home, 
ready to quickly support our elected 
leaders and other civilian authorities 
in such emergencies as flooding and 
hurricanes. General Vaughn has 
brought an acute understanding of the 
Army National Guard, built from his 
experiences in the Missouri National 
Guard and from successful joint assign-
ments in Washington and further 
afield. 

During his time as Army Guard Di-
rector, the National Guard has racked 
up some extraordinary accomplish-
ments. Soldiers—the proud citizen-sol-
diers from all the States and Terri-
tories—and families have remained 
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foremost in General Vaughn’s mind. In 
recent years, the Army Guard has re-
versed a downward trend in filling its 
ranks and boosted enlistments tremen-
dously. We have a more educated and a 
healthier force with more full-time 
personnel. In his last months on the 
job, General Vaughn has laid out a sen-
sible plan to build readiness within the 
Army Guard, ending the harmful prac-
tice of counting untrained and tran-
sient soldiers against the end-strength 
of various units. 

Working closely with Congress, Gen-
eral Vaughn has also ensured that the 
Guard has more modern equipment. 
The Army Guard has much better gear 
today than it did 4 years ago. 

Lieutenant General Vaughn is a lead-
er who forthrightly lays out his views, 
whether to Congress or his counter-
parts in the active Army. It is this 
deep honesty and intelligence that has 
made him an inspiration to his subordi-
nates and a close adviser to his superi-
ors. Lieutenant General Clyde Vaughn 
knows and loves the Army National 
Guard, having lived and breathed with 
this force of citizen-soldiers for more 
than three decades. The country owes 
General Vaughn, as well as his wife 
Carol and kids Chad and Kristi, our 
thanks and hearty congratulations on 
a job, very well done. 

f 

NOMINATION OF DEMETRIOS 
JAMES MARANTIS 

Mr. BAUCUS. Madam President, 
today I would like to recognize one of 
the finest members of my staff to ever 
work for me, the State of Montana, and 
the U.S. Senate. Demetrios James 
Marantis has served in the Senate 
since 2005, and on Wednesday, the Sen-
ate approved his nomination to be Dep-
uty U.S. Trade Representative. 

When Demetrios first joined my staff 
more than 4 years ago, he came with a 
chorus of support and an impressive set 
of skills and experience. This week, he 
leaves the Senate for his next chal-
lenge with an even larger group of sup-
porters and another impressive list of 
accomplishments. 

Demetrios was at the center of the 
largest expansion and reform of trade 
adjustment assistance since its cre-
ation four decades ago. He was critical 
to our granting permanent normal 
trade relations to Vietnam, and instru-
mental in keeping U.S.-China economic 
ties on track in challenging times. 
Demetrios helped me and the Senate 
extend trade preference programs to 
the world’s poorest nations, and 
worked to lay the groundwork for the 
important pending trade agreements 
that I hope that the Senate will con-
sider in the coming months. 

He did all of this with an unwavering 
commitment to this country, and an 
unassailable reputation for fairness 
and openness to supporters and oppo-
nents alike. And as many of my col-
leagues and their staff will always re-
member, Demetrios never failed to 
bring a little bit of fun and a good 
sense of humor to even the hardest job. 

But what I will remember most about 
Demetrios is his commitment to the 
people that our economic policies af-
fect. In Montana, Demetrios made a 
point to know the ranchers in Molt, 
the seed potato farmers in Manhattan, 
and the wheat farmers in Three Forks. 
Demetrios’s intelligence and experi-
ence helped guide me and the Senate 
through the letter of our trade laws. 
But his good character and heart re-
minded us what those trade laws are 
really about America’s workers, farm-
ers, ranchers, and families. 

I congratulate Demetrios on his nom-
ination, thank him for his good work, 
and wish him the best of luck as Dep-
uty U.S. Trade Representative. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, I 
wish to speak a few words about 
Demetrios Marantis, who was con-
firmed last night by the Senate to be a 
Deputy U.S. Trade Representative. 

Demetrios is well known to all of us 
on the Finance Committee. For 4 
years, he has very ably served Chair-
man BAUCUS—most recently as the 
Democratic chief international trade 
counsel. So he has played a central role 
in all of the committee’s efforts on 
trade policy during this time. 

Not only is Demetrios a very sharp 
trade lawyer and policy adviser, he is 
also a skilled negotiator. That will 
serve him well in his new position. I 
am grateful for the genuine spirit of bi-
partisanship that Demetrios brought to 
the Finance Committee, and I am sorry 
to see him depart. His energy and good 
nature will certainly be missed. 

At the same time, I am comforted by 
the fact that our Nation will continue 
to benefit from Demetrios’ commit-
ment to public service. He assumes a 
very important portfolio at the Office 
of the United States Trade Representa-
tive, as a trade Ambassador to Asia 
and Africa, and also with responsibility 
for the trade and development port-
folio, as well as for labor and the envi-
ronment. 

I therefore look forward to engaging 
Demetrios in efforts to open up new 
market opportunities for U.S. export-
ers in the Asian region. I also look for-
ward to working with him on a reform 
of our unilateral trade preference pro-
grams. We must address these key 
trade priorities in the 111th Congress, 
so I expect that we’ll continue to see 
Demetrios on a regular basis for some 
time to come. 

In closing, I commend Demetrios for 
his outstanding service to the Finance 
Committee, and I wish Ambassador 
Marantis every success in his new posi-
tion. 

f 

IDAHOANS SPEAK OUT ON HIGH 
ENERGY PRICES 

Mr. CRAPO. Madam President, in 
mid-June, I asked Idahoans to share 
with me how high energy prices are af-
fecting their lives, and they responded 
by the hundreds. The stories, num-
bering well over 1,200, are heart-
breaking and touching. While energy 

prices have dropped in recent weeks, 
the concerns expressed remain very rel-
evant. To respect the efforts of those 
who took the opportunity to share 
their thoughts, I am submitting every 
e-mail sent to me through an address 
set up specifically for this purpose to 
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. This is not 
an issue that will be easily resolved, 
but it is one that deserves immediate 
and serious attention, and Idahoans de-
serve to be heard. Their stories not 
only detail their struggles to meet ev-
eryday expenses, but also have sugges-
tions and recommendations as to what 
Congress can do now to tackle this 
problem and find solutions that last be-
yond today. I ask unanimous consent 
to have today’s letters printed in the 
RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

I am sending you this email in regards to 
our gas prices. I feel that the taxes that 
Idaho has on the gas should be dropped in 
our state. 

So many people are already unemployed. 
People are suffering enough trying to keep 
the jobs that they have. Many people travel 
from Caldwell and Nampa to jobs in Boise. 
They are only making $9, maybe $10, an 
hour. That is just two gallons of gas. Because 
of this, we will only be adding to our unem-
ployment line. This only takes away the 
money coming into our state from the taxes 
from their paychecks. 

My daughter is trying to find work herself. 
Do you have any idea the hardship of this? 
She cannot find a job because she cannot put 
the $8 for two gallons of gas into her car to 
find a job. If you removed the gas tax, she 
would have at least a fighting chance! 

My son lives in Boise and works in Nampa. 
He had to leave his car on the freeway be-
cause he ran out of gas and had just put in 
the last of his money he had in his pocket. 

What about our elderly and all the others 
on fixed income? We have to get a hold of 
this situation now. Thank you for your time 
and consideration in this important matter. 

GERALD and TONIE, Nampa. 

Thank you, Senator, for asking for input. 
Yes, we need to protect our planet from ex-
cess wrongful pollution; yes we need to have 
alternatives to the current fossil fuel di-
lemma. Yes, drilling here and drilling now 
needs to happen, although it will not give re-
lief for many years to come and at what loss 
to business and individual Americans, prior 
to our becoming more energy independent? 

It is time to steal a page from the Demo-
crats play book of 2000 and dump oil from 
our strategic reserves, referenced http://schu-
mer.senate.gov/SchumerWebsite/pressroom/ 
press_releases/2004/PR02640.Gas051904.html, in 
the market place to lower prices at the 
pump. 

This will have many-fold positive effect. It 
can boost the economy by helping business 
to maintain pricing at lower levels. It will 
cause a price lowering on the world market 
needed by many other nations, i.e., French 
truckers causing gridlock by blocking road-
ways. We replenish our reserves at a lower 
cost oil than today, and it ought have an ad-
verse effect on those speculators that are 
driving the price of oil through the ceiling. 
How many of the speculators buying futures 
contracts for oil are foreign investors want-
ing to drive up the price of their oil? These 
positive reactions can only have positive im-
pact. 

For the future, alternative fuel sources 
other than our food, wheat, rice, corn ought 
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