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on Airland of the Committee on Armed

Services be authorized to meet during

the session of the Senate on Thursday,

April 30, 2009, at 2 p.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON IMMIGRATION, BORDER
SECURITY, AND REFUGEES

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, Sub-
committee on Immigration, Border Se-
curity, and Refugees, be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate,
to conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘Com-
prehensive Immigration Reform in
2009, Can We Do It and How?”’ on
Thursday, April 30, 2009, at 2 p.m., in
room SD-226 of the Dirksen Senate of-
fice building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT OF MANAGE-
MENT, THE FEDERAL WORKFORCE, AND THE
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental
Affairs’ Subcommittee on Oversight of
Government Management, the Federal
Workforce, and the District of Colum-
bia be authorized to meet during the
session of the Senate on Thursday,
April 30, 2009, at 2:30 p.m. to conduct a
hearing entitled, ‘‘National Security
Reform: Implementing a National Se-
curity Service Workforce.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Jamie Corey
and Joel Carron of my staff be granted
floor privileges for the duration of to-
day’s session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that members of my
staff, Deborah Katz, Amy Widestrom,
Matthew Green, Ella Humphry, and
James Bair be granted the privilege of
the floor for the duration of the consid-
eration of this bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——————

AFGHANISTAN INSPECTOR
GENERAL PERSONNEL ACT

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 53, S. 615.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A Dbill (S. 615) to provide additional per-
sonnel authorities for the Special Inspector
General for Afghanistan Reconstruction.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the bill be
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read a third time and passed, the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the
table, with no intervening action or de-
bate, and that any statements relating
to the bill be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 615) was ordered to be en-
grossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed, as follows:

S. 615

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. ADDITIONAL PERSONNEL AUTHORI-
TIES FOR THE SPECIAL INSPECTOR

GENERAL FOR AFGHANISTAN RE-
CONSTRUCTION.

Section 1229(h) of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2008 (Public
Law 110-181; 122 Stat. 381) is amended by
striking paragraph (1) and inserting the fol-
lowing:

‘(1) PERSONNEL.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The Inspector General
may select, appoint, and employ such offi-
cers and employees as may be necessary for
carrying out the duties of the Inspector Gen-
eral, subject to the provisions of title 5,
United States Code, governing appointments
in the competitive service, and the provi-
sions of chapter 51 and subchapter III of
chapter 53 of such title, relating to classi-
fication and General Schedule pay rates.

“(B) ADDITIONAL AUTHORITIES.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to clause (ii), the
Inspector General may exercise the authori-
ties of subsections (b) through (i) of section
3161 of title 5, United States Code (without
regard to subsection (a) of that section).

‘“(ii) PERIODS OF APPOINTMENTS.—In exer-
cising the employment authorities under
subsection (b) of section 3161 of title 5,
United States Code, as provided under clause
(i) of this subparagraph—

‘“(I) paragraph (2) of that subsection (relat-
ing to periods of appointments) shall not
apply; and

“(II) no period of appointment may exceed
the date on which the Office of the Special
Inspector General for Afghanistan Recon-
struction terminates under subsection (0).”.

———

NATIONAL SEXUAL ASSAULT
AWARENESS AND PREVENTION
MONTH

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Judiciary
Committee be discharged from further
consideration of H. Con. Res. 104, and
the Senate proceed to its immediate
consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will report the concurrent resolution
by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 104)
supporting the goals and ideals of National
Sexual Assault Awareness and Prevention
Month.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the concur-
rent resolution be agreed to, the pre-
amble be agreed to, the motions to re-
consider be laid upon the table, with no
intervening action or debate, and that
any statement relating to the bill be
printed in the RECORD.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (H. Con.
Res. 104) was agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

———————

2009 NATIONAL CRIME VICTIM’S
RIGHTS WEEK

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Judiciary
Committee be discharged from further
consideration of S. Res. 93, and the
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will report the resolution by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 93) supporting the
mission and goals of 2009 National Crime
Victim’s Rights Week, to increase public
awareness of the rights, needs, and concerns
of victims and survivors of crime in the
United States, and to commemorate the 25th
anniversary of the enactment of the Victims
of Crime Act of 1984.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that a Schumer
amendment to the resolution be agreed
to, the resolution, as amended, be
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to,
the motions to reconsider be laid upon
the table, with no intervening action
or debate, and that any statements re-
lating to the resolution be printed in
the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 1029) was agreed
to, as follows:

(Purpose: To amend the resolving clause)

Strike all after the resolving clause and in-
sert the following:

That the Senate—

(1) supports the mission and goals of 2009
National Crime Victims’ Rights Week to in-
crease public awareness of the impact of
crime on victims and survivors, and of the
constitutional and statutory rights and
needs of victims; and

(2) recognizes the 25th anniversary of the
enactment of the Victims of Crime Act of
1984 (42 U.S.C. 10601 et seq.).

The resolution (S. Res. 93), as amend-
ed, was agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

(The resolution will be printed in a
future edition of the RECORD.)

———
DESIGNATING APRIL 30, 2009, AS
DIA DE LOS NINOS: CELE-

BRATING YOUNG AMERICANS

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 122, submitted earlier
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:
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A resolution (S. Res. 122) designating April
30, 2009, as ‘“‘Dia de los Ninos: Celebrating
Young Americans,” and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, the motions to reconsider be laid
upon the table, with no intervening ac-
tion or debate, and any statements re-
lated to the resolution be printed in
the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. REs. 122

Whereas many nations throughout the
world, and especially within the Western
hemisphere, celebrate ‘“Dia de los Nifios”’, or
“Day of the Children’”’, on the 30th of April,
in recognition and celebration of their coun-
try’s future—their children;

Whereas children represent the hopes and
dreams of the people of the United States
and are the center of American families;

Whereas children should be nurtured and
invested in to preserve and enhance eco-
nomic prosperity, democracy, and the Amer-
ican spirit;

Whereas according to the latest Census re-
port, there are more than 44,000,000 individ-
uals of Hispanic descent living in the United
States, nearly 15,000,000 of whom are chil-
dren;

Whereas Hispanics in the United States,
the youngest and fastest growing ethnic
community in the Nation, continue the tra-
dition of honoring their children on Dia de
los Ninos, and wish to share this custom
with the rest of the Nation;

Whereas the primary teachers of family
values, morality, and culture are parents and
family members, and we rely on children to
pass on these family values, morals, and cul-
ture to future generations;

Whereas the importance of literacy and
education are most often communicated to
children through family members;

Whereas families should be encouraged to
engage in family and community activities
that include extended and elderly family
members and that encourage children to ex-
plore and develop confidence;

Whereas the designation of a day to honor
the children of the United States will help
affirm for the people of the United States the
significance of family, education, and com-
munity;

Whereas the designation of a day of special
recognition for the children of the United
States will provide an opportunity for chil-
dren to reflect on their future, to articulate
their aspirations, and to find comfort and se-
curity in the support of their family mem-
bers and communities;

Whereas the National Latino Children’s In-
stitute, serving as a voice for children, has
worked with cities throughout the Nation to
declare April 30 as “Dia de los Nifos: Cele-
brating Young Americans’, a day to bring
together Hispanics and other communities
nationwide to celebrate and uplift children;
and

Whereas the children of a nation are the
responsibility of all its people, and people
should be encouraged to celebrate the gifts
of children to society: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates April 30, 2009, as ‘“‘Dia de los
Ninos: Celebrating Young Americans’’; and
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(2) calls on the people of the United States
to join with all children, families, organiza-
tions, communities, churches, cities, and
States across the Nation to observe the day
with appropriate ceremonies, including ac-
tivities that—

(A) center around children, and are free or
minimal in cost so as to encourage and fa-
cilitate the participation of all our people;

(B) are positive and uplifting and that help
children express their hopes and dreams;

(C) provide opportunities for children of all
backgrounds to learn about one another’s
cultures and to share ideas;

(D) include all members of the family, es-
pecially extended and elderly family mem-
bers, so as to promote greater communica-
tion among the generations within a family,
enabling children to appreciate and benefit
from the experiences and wisdom of their el-
derly family members;

(E) provide opportunities for families with-
in a community to get acquainted; and

(F) provide children with the support they
need to develop skills and confidence, and to
find the inner strength and the will and fire
of the human spirit to make their dreams
come true.

————

VIETNAMESE REFUGEES DAY

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 123, which was intro-
duced earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 123) expressing sup-
port for designation of May 2, 2009, as ‘‘Viet-
namese Refugees Day.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, the motions to reconsider be laid
upon the table, with no intervening ac-
tion or debate, and any statements re-
lated to the measure be printed in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 123

Whereas the Library of Congress’ Asian Di-
vision together with many Vietnamese-
American organizations across the United
States will sponsor a ‘‘Journey to Freedom:
A Boat People Retrospective’” symposium on
May 2, 2009;

Whereas Vietnamese refugees were asy-
lum-seekers from Communist-controlled
Vietnam;

Whereas many Vietnamese escaped in
boats during the late 1970s, after the Viet-
nam War and by land across the Cambodian,
Laotian, and Thai borders into refugee
camps in Thailand;

Whereas over 2,000,000 Vietnamese boat
people and other refugees are now spread
across the world, in the United States, Aus-
tralia, Canada, France, England, Germany,
China, Japan, Hong Kong, South Korea, the
Philippines, and other nations;

Whereas over half of all overseas Viet-
namese are Vietnamese-Americans, and Vi-
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etnamese-Americans are the fourth-largest
Asian American group in the United States;

Whereas, as of 2006, 72 percent of Viet-
namese-Americans were naturalized United
States citizens, the highest rate among all
Asian groups;

Whereas Vietnamese-Americans have made
significant contributions to the rich culture
and economic prosperity of the TUnited
States;

Whereas Vietnamese-Americans have dis-
tinguished themselves in the fields of lit-
erature, the arts, science, and athletics, and
include actors and actresses, physicists, an
astronaut, and Olympic athletes; and

Whereas May 2, 2009, would be an appro-
priate day to designate as ‘‘Vietnamese Ref-
ugees Day’’: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate supports the des-
ignation of ‘‘Vietnamese Refugees Day’’ in
order to commemorate the arrival of Viet-
namese refugees in the United States, to doc-
ument their harrowing experiences, and sub-
sequent achievements in their new home-
land, to honor the host countries that wel-
comed the boat people, and to recognize the
voluntary agencies and nongovernmental or-
ganizations that facilitated their resettle-
ment, adjustment, and assimilation into
mainstream society in the United States.

———

WORLD PRESS FREEDOM DAY

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 124, which was intro-
duced earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 124) recognizing the
threats to press freedom and expression
around the world and reaffirming press free-
dom as a priority in the efforts of the United
States to promote democracy and good gov-
ernance, on the occasion of World Press
Freedom Day on May 3, 2009.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, on May 3,
people from across the country and
around the world will celebrate World
Press Freedom Day—a time to com-
memorate and honor the principles of
freedom of expression. Established by
the United Nations General Assembly
in 1993, World Press Freedom Day pro-
vides an important opportunity for us
all to remember the journalists and
other members of the news media—of
all nationalities—who have sacrificed
their personal safety, and in some
cases their lives, to ensure the free
flow of information to the public.

Charles Caleb Colton said that ‘“‘Des-
potism can no more exist in a nation
until the liberty of the press be de-
stroyed, than night can happen before
the sun is set.” According to the Inter-
national Federation of Journalists, at
least 109 journalists and other members
of the media have been killed in the
line of duty during 2008. Countless oth-
ers have been arrested and/or detained
simply for performing their profes-
sional duties. Our Founders prized and
protected freedom of the press in our
national charter, the Constitution.
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