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Species Day on May 15, 2009. I am in-
troducing this legislation with Sen-
ators COLLINS, BOXER, BROWN, CANT-
WELL, FEINGOLD, KERRY, LEVIN, SAND-
ERS, WHITEHOUSE, and AKAKA whose co-
sponsorship and support of this resolu-
tion I appreciate very much.

The designation of Endangered Spe-
cies Day will provide many wonderful
opportunities for Americans to famil-
iarize themselves with the status and
recovery efforts of endangered species
in our own country and around the
world, including such magnificent spe-
cies as the polar bear.

Last year, more than 100 events were
held across the country to highlight
endangered species success stories, and
even more are slated for this year. Edu-
cational activities were held at zoos,
aquariums, libraries, and schools
across the country, including Disney’s
Animal Kingdom in Florida, the San
Diego Zoo in California, the Port Defi-
ance Zoo and Aquarium in Tacoma,
Washington, and the Bronx Zoo in New
York City.

Based on the success of last year, I
am confident that this year’s Endan-
gered Species Day will continue to fos-
ter increased awareness about endan-
gered species by encouraging edu-
cational activities such as school field
trips to the zoo or attending an art fair
at a local library.

Endangered species recovery pro-
grams in California are great examples
of the conservation and management
efforts that have helped to signifi-
cantly restore populations of the Cali-
fornia condor and the California gray
whale. Over 300 species classified as ei-
ther endangered or threatened live in
California, and efforts to protect them
will ensure that they continue to do so.

Despite these success stories, we
must consider what more can be done.
There are over 5,000 threatened species
that receive protection in the United
States and abroad. An important step
to preventing further threats to and
endangerment of wildlife is to increase
awareness about the seriousness of the
problem and educating our youth on
what we can do.

I would also like to commend the In-
terior Secretary Ken Salazar and Com-
merce Secretary Gary Locke, who re-
cently lifted the Bush administration’s
last-minute consultation rule. This
will allow the United States to take
immediate action to ensure that inde-
pendent wildlife experts are consulted
on the impacts on endangered and
threatened species.

I am introducing this bill with the
hope that Endangered Species Day can
spark the interest in our youth to con-
tinue the conservation efforts that we
have begun, but are still far from fin-
ishing.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 122—DESIG-

NATING APRIL 30, 2009, AS “DIA
DE LOS NINOS: CELEBRATING
YOUNG AMERICANS”, AND FOR

OTHER PURPOSES

Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr.
HATCH, Mr. BINGAMAN, Mr. KENNEDY,
Mr. DURBIN, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. SCHUMER,
Mr. UDALL of New Mexico, Mr. LAUTEN-
BERG, Mr. FEINGOLD, Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
Mr. CORNYN, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. MARTINEZ,
Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. NELSON of Florida,
and Ms. STABENOW) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. RES. 122

Whereas many nations throughout the
world, and especially within the Western
hemisphere, celebrate ‘‘Dia de los Ninos’, or
“Day of the Children’’, on the 30th of April,
in recognition and celebration of their coun-
try’s future—their children;

Whereas children represent the hopes and
dreams of the people of the United States
and are the center of American families;

Whereas children should be nurtured and
invested in to preserve and enhance eco-
nomic prosperity, democracy, and the Amer-
ican spirit;

Whereas according to the latest Census re-
port, there are more than 44,000,000 individ-
uals of Hispanic descent living in the United
States, nearly 15,000,000 of whom are chil-
dren;

Whereas Hispanics in the United States,
the youngest and fastest growing ethnic
community in the Nation, continue the tra-
dition of honoring their children on Dia de
los Ninos, and wish to share this custom
with the rest of the Nation;

Whereas the primary teachers of family
values, morality, and culture are parents and
family members, and we rely on children to
pass on these family values, morals, and cul-
ture to future generations;

Whereas the importance of literacy and
education are most often communicated to
children through family members;

Whereas families should be encouraged to
engage in family and community activities
that include extended and elderly family
members and that encourage children to ex-
plore and develop confidence;

Whereas the designation of a day to honor
the children of the United States will help
affirm for the people of the United States the
significance of family, education, and com-
munity;

Whereas the designation of a day of special
recognition for the children of the United
States will provide an opportunity for chil-
dren to reflect on their future, to articulate
their aspirations, and to find comfort and se-
curity in the support of their family mem-
bers and communities;

Whereas the National Latino Children’s In-
stitute, serving as a voice for children, has
worked with cities throughout the Nation to
declare April 30 as ‘“Dia de los Ninos: Cele-
brating Young Americans’, a day to bring
together Hispanics and other communities
nationwide to celebrate and uplift children;
and

Whereas the children of a nation are the
responsibility of all its people, and people
should be encouraged to celebrate the gifts
of children to society: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates April 30, 2009, as “Dia de los
Ninos: Celebrating Young Americans’’; and

(2) calls on the people of the United States
to join with all children, families, organiza-
tions, communities, churches, cities, and
States across the Nation to observe the day
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with appropriate ceremonies, including ac-
tivities that—

(A) center around children, and are free or
minimal in cost so as to encourage and fa-
cilitate the participation of all our people;

(B) are positive and uplifting and that help
children express their hopes and dreams;

(C) provide opportunities for children of all
backgrounds to learn about one another’s
cultures and to share ideas;

(D) include all members of the family, es-
pecially extended and elderly family mem-
bers, so as to promote greater communica-
tion among the generations within a family,
enabling children to appreciate and benefit
from the experiences and wisdom of their el-
derly family members;

(E) provide opportunities for families with-
in a community to get acquainted; and

(F) provide children with the support they
need to develop skills and confidence, and to
find the inner strength and the will and fire
of the human spirit to make their dreams
come true.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 123—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR DES-
IGNATION OF MAY 2, 2009, AS
“VIETNAMESE REFUGEES DAY”

Mr. WEBB submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. REs. 123

Whereas the Library of Congress’ Asian Di-
vision together with many Vietnamese-
American organizations across the United
States will sponsor a ‘‘Journey to Freedom:
A Boat People Retrospective’” symposium on
May 2, 2009;

Whereas Vietnamese refugees were asy-
lum-seekers from Communist-controlled
Vietnam;

Whereas many Vietnamese escaped in
boats during the late 1970s, after the Viet-
nam War and by land across the Cambodian,
Laotian, and Thai borders into refugee
camps in Thailand;

Whereas over 2,000,000 Vietnamese boat
people and other refugees are now spread
across the world, in the United States, Aus-
tralia, Canada, France, England, Germany,
China, Japan, Hong Kong, South Korea, the
Philippines, and other nations;

Whereas over half of all overseas Viet-
namese are Vietnamese-Americans, and Vi-
etnamese-Americans are the fourth-largest
Asian American group in the United States;

Whereas, as of 2006, 72 percent of Viet-
namese-Americans were naturalized United
States citizens, the highest rate among all
Asian groups;

Whereas Vietnamese-Americans have made
significant contributions to the rich culture
and economic prosperity of the United
States;

Whereas Vietnamese-Americans have dis-
tinguished themselves in the fields of lit-
erature, the arts, science, and athletics, and
include actors and actresses, physicists, an
astronaut, and Olympic athletes; and

Whereas May 2, 2009, would be an appro-
priate day to designate as ‘‘Vietnamese Ref-
ugees Day’’: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate supports the des-
ignation of ‘‘Vietnamese Refugees Day’’ in
order to commemorate the arrival of Viet-
namese refugees in the United States, to doc-
ument their harrowing experiences, and sub-
sequent achievements in their new home-
land, to honor the host countries that wel-
comed the boat people, and to recognize the
voluntary agencies and nongovernmental or-
ganizations that facilitated their resettle-
ment, adjustment, and assimilation into
mainstream society in the United States.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 124—RECOG-
NIZING THE THREATS TO PRESS
FREEDOM AND EXPRESSION
AROUND THE WORLD AND RE-
AFFIRMING PRESS FREEDOM AS
A PRIORITY IN THE EFFORTS OF
THE UNITED STATES TO PRO-
MOTE DEMOCRACY AND GOOD
GOVERNANCE, ON THE OCCASION
OF WORLD PRESS FREEDOM DAY
ON MAY 3, 2009

Mr. FEINGOLD (for himself, Mr.
KAUFMAN, Mr. LUGAR, Mr. LEAHY, Mr.
DURBIN, Mr. KERRY, Mr. CASEY, Mr.
LIEBERMAN, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. CARDIN,
and Mr. MENENDEZ) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. RES. 124

Whereas, in 1993, the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly proclaimed May 3 of each year
as ‘“World Press Freedom Day’’ to celebrate
the fundamental principles of press freedom,
to evaluate the state of press freedom around
the world, to defend the media from attacks
on the independence of the media, and to pay
tribute to journalists who have lost their
lives in the line of duty;

Whereas, according to the International
Federation of Journalists, at least 109 jour-
nalists and other media workers were killed
in 2008 while on assignment;

Whereas, according to the Committee to
Protect Journalists, nearly 3 out of 4 jour-
nalists killed in the line of duty are mur-
dered, and the killers go unpunished in near-
1y 9 of 10 cases;

Whereas, according to estimates by Re-
porters Without Borders, in 2008, 673 journal-
ists were arrested, 929 journalists were phys-
ically attacked or threatened, and 29 jour-
nalists were kidnapped;

Whereas Freedom House reported that
press freedom has been declining during re-
cent years in both authoritarian countries
and established democracies;

Whereas, reflecting the rise in influence of
Internet reporting, an increasing number of
online editors, bloggers, and web-based re-
porters are being imprisoned and their
websites closed; and

Whereas press freedom is a key component
of democratic governance and socio-eco-
nomic development and enhances public ac-
countability, transparency and participa-
tion: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the threats to press freedom
and expression around the world, on the oc-
casion of World Press Freedom Day on May
3, 2009;

(2) commends journalists around the world
for the essential role they play in promoting
government accountability and strength-
ening civil society, despite numerous
threats;

(3) pays tribute to the journalists who have
lost their lives in the line of duty;

(4) condemns all actions around the world
that suppress press freedom;

(5) reaffirms the centrality of press free-
dom to efforts by the United States to sup-
port democracy, mitigate conflict, and pro-
mote good governance around the world; and

(6) calls on the President and the Secretary
of State to develop means by which the
United States Government can more rapidly
identify, publicize, and respond to threats
against press freedom around the world.
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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 22—SUPPORTING THE
GOALS AND IDEALS OF NA-
TIONAL SEXUAL ASSAULT

AWARENESS AND PREVENTION
MONTH 2009

Mr. CASEY (for himself and Mr.
BROWNBACK) submitted the following
concurrent resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on the Judici-
ary:

S. CoN. RES. 22

Whereas on average, a person is sexually
assaulted in the United States every 2% min-
utes;

Whereas the Department of Justice reports
that 191,670 people in the United States were
sexually assaulted in 2005;

Whereas 1 in 6 women and 1 in 33 men have
been victims of rape or attempted rape;

Whereas the Department of Defense re-
ceived 2,688 reports of sexual assault involv-
ing members of the Armed Forces in fiscal
year 2007;

Whereas children and young adults are
most at risk for sexual assault, as 44 percent
of sexual assault victims are under the age of
18, and 80 percent are under the age of 30;

Whereas sexual assault affects women,
men, and children of all racial, social, reli-
gious, age, ethnic, and economic groups in
the United States;

Whereas only 41 percent of sexual assault
victims pursue prosecution by reporting
their attacks to law enforcement agencies;

Whereas %3 of sexual crimes are committed
by persons who are not strangers to the vic-
tims;

Whereas sexual assault survivors suffer
emotional scars long after the physical scars
have healed;

Whereas prevention education programs
carried out by rape crisis and women’s
health centers have the potential to reduce
the prevalence of sexual assault in their
communities;

Whereas because of recent advances in
DNA technology, law enforcement agencies
now have the potential to identify the rap-
ists in tens of thousands of unsolved rape
cases;

Whereas aggressive prosecution can incar-
cerate rapists and therefore prevent them
from committing further crimes;

Whereas free, confidential help is available
to all survivors of sexual assault through the
National Sexual Assault Hotline, more than
1,000 rape crisis centers across the United
States, and other organizations that provide
services to assist survivors of sexual assault;
and

Whereas April 2009 is recognized as ‘‘Na-
tional Sexual Assault Awareness and Preven-
tion Month’’: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That—

(1) it is the sense of Congress that—

(A) National Sexual Assault Awareness and
Prevention Month provides a special oppor-
tunity to educate the people of the United
States about sexual violence and to encour-
age the prevention of sexual assault, the im-
proved treatment of its survivors, and the
prosecution of its perpetrators;

(B) it is appropriate to properly acknowl-
edge the more than 20,000,000 men and
women who have survived sexual assault in
the United States and salute the efforts of
survivors, volunteers, and professionals who
combat sexual assault;

(C) national and community organizations
and private sector supporters should be rec-
ognized and applauded for their work in pro-
moting awareness about sexual assault, pro-
viding information and treatment to its sur-
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vivors, and increasing the number of success-
ful prosecutions of its perpetrators; and

(D) public safety, law enforcement, and
health professionals should be recognized
and applauded for their hard work and inno-
vative strategies to increase the percentage
of sexual assault cases that result in the
prosecution and incarceration of the offend-
ers;

(2) Congress strongly recommends that na-
tional and community organizations, busi-
nesses in the private sector, colleges and uni-
versities, and the media promote, through
National Sexual Assault Awareness and Pre-
vention Month, awareness of sexual violence
and strategies to decrease the incidence of
sexual assault; and

(3) Congress supports the goals and ideals
of National Sexual Assault Awareness and
Prevention Month 2009.

——————

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 1014. Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr.
Dopp, Mr. REID, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr.
WHITEHOUSE, and Mr. HARKIN) proposed an
amendment to the bill S. 896, to prevent
mortgage foreclosures and enhance mortgage
credit availability.

SA 1015. Mr. MERKLEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 896, supra; which was ordered to
lie on the table.

SA 1016. Mr. VITTER submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 1018 submitted by Mr. DopD (for himself
and Mr. SHELBY) to the bill S. 896, supra.

SA 1017. Mr. VITTER submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 1018 submitted by Mr. DobD (for himself
and Mr. SHELBY) to the bill S. 896, supra.

SA 1018. Mr. DODD (for himself and Mr.
SHELBY) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed by him to the bill S. 896,
supra.

SA 1019. Mr. CORKER submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 1018 submitted by Mr. DobpD (for himself
and Mr. SHELBY) to the bill S. 896, supra.

SA 1020. Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself, Mr.
BAucus, and Ms. SNOWE) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 896, supra; which was ordered to
lie on the table.

SA 1021. Mr. GRASSLEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 896, supra; which was ordered to
lie on the table.

SA 1022. Mr. CASEY submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 896, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 1023. Mr. KOHL submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 1018 submitted by Mr. DobpD (for himself
and Mr. SHELBY) to the bill S. 896, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1024. Mr. KERRY (for himself, Mrs.
BOXER, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, and Mr. KENNEDY)
submitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed to amendment SA 1018 submitted by
Mr. DoDpD (for himself and Mr. SHELBY) to
the bill S. 896, supra; which was ordered to
lie on the table.

SA 1025. Mr. THUNE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 896, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 1026. Mr. DEMINT submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 896, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 1027. Mr. ISAKSON submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 896, supra; which was ordered to
lie on the table.
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