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By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, Ms.
COLLINS, Mr. AKAKA, Mrs. BOXER, Mr.
BROWN, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. FEINGOLD,
Mr. KERRY, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. SANDERS,
and Mr. WHITEHOUSE):

S. Res. 121. A resolution designating May
15, 2009, as ‘‘Endangered Species Day’’; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr.
HATCH, Mr. BINGAMAN, Mr. KENNEDY,
Mr. DURBIN, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. SCHU-
MER, Mr. UDALL of New Mexico, Mr.
LAUTENBERG, Mr. FEINGOLD, Mrs.
GILLIBRAND, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. CRAPO,

Mr. MARTINEZ, Mr. COCHRAN, Mr.
NELSON of Florida, and Ms.
STABENOW):

S. Res. 122. A resolution designating April
30, 2009, as ‘‘Dia de los Ninos: Celebrating
Young Americans’, and for other purposes;
considered and agreed to.

By Mr. WEBB:

S. Res. 123. A resolution expressing support
for designation of May 2, 2009, as ‘‘Viet-
namese Refugees Day’’; considered and
agreed to.

By Mr. FEINGOLD (for himself, Mr.
KAUFMAN, Mr. LUGAR, Mr. LEAHY, Mr.
DURBIN, Mr. KERRY, Mr. CASEY, Mr.
LIEBERMAN, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. CARDIN,
and Mr. MENENDEZ):

S. Res. 124. A resolution recognizing the
threats to press freedom and expression
around the world and reaffirming press free-
dom as a priority in the efforts of the United
States to promote democracy and good gov-
ernance, on the occasion of World Press
Freedom Day on May 3, 2009; considered and
agreed to.

By Mr. CASEY (for himself and Mr.
BROWNBACK):

S. Con. Res. 22. A concurrent resolution
supporting the goals and ideals of National
Sexual Assault Awareness and Prevention
Month 2009; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.

————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 144
At the request of Mr. KERRY, the
names of the Senator from Georgia
(Mr. CHAMBLISS) and the Senator from
Minnesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR) were added
as cosponsors of S. 144, a bill to amend
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to re-
move cell phones from listed property
under section 280F.
S. 256
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mrs. BOXER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 256, a bill to enhance the ability
to combat methamphetamine.
S. 358
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the
name of the Senator from Texas (Mrs.
HUTCHISON) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 3568, a bill to ensure the safety of
members of the United States Armed
Forces while using expeditionary fa-
cilities, infrastructure, and equipment
supporting United States military op-
erations overseas.
S. 428
At the request of Mr. DORGAN, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mrs. LINCOLN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 428, a bill to allow travel be-
tween the United States and Cuba.
S. 473
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from Colorado

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

(Mr. BENNET) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 473, a bill to establish the Senator
Paul Simon Study Abroad Foundation.
S. 475
At the request of Mr. BURR, the name
of the Senator from Mississippi (Mr.
COCHRAN) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 475, a Dbill to amend the
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act to
guarantee the equity of spouses of mili-
tary personnel with regard to matters
of residency, and for other purposes.
S. 484
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 484, a bill to amend title II of
the Social Security Act to repeal the
Government pension offset and wind-
fall elimination provisions.
S. 493
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the
name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr.
RiscH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
493, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide for the es-
tablishment of ABLE accounts for the
care of family members with disabil-
ities, and for other purposes.
S. 495
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. KAUFMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 495, a bill to increase public
confidence in the justice system and
address any unwarranted racial and
ethnic disparities in the criminal proc-
ess.
S. 565
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr.
INOUYE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
565, a bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to provide contin-
ued entitlement to coverage for im-
munosuppressive drugs furnished to
beneficiaries under the Medicare Pro-
gram that have received a Kkidney
transplant and whose entitlement to
coverage would otherwise expire, and
for other purposes.
S. 581
At the request of Mr. BENNET, the
names of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. BAuUcUS) and the Senator from
New York (Mrs. GILLIBRAND) were
added as cosponsors of S. 581, a bill to
amend the Richard B. Russell National
School Lunch Act and the Child Nutri-
tion Act of 1966 to require the exclu-
sion of combat pay from income for
purposes of determining eligibility for
child nutrition programs and the spe-
cial supplemental nutrition program
for women, infants, and children.
S. 593
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
name of the Senator from New York
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 593, a bill to ban the use
of bisphenol A in food containers, and
for other purposes.
S. 614
At the request of Mrs. HUTCHISON, the
names of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
MARTINEZ) and the Senator from Rhode
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Island (Mr. REED) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 614, a bill to award a

Congressional Gold Medal to the
Women Airforce Service Pilots
(“WASP”).

S. 623
At the request of Mr. ROCKEFELLER,
the name of the Senator from Rhode Is-
land (Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 623, a bill to amend
title I of the Employee Retirement In-
come Security Act of 1974, title XXVII
of the Public Service Act, and the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 to prohibit
preexisting condition exclusions in
group health plans and in health insur-
ance coverage in the group and indi-
vidual markets.
S. 624
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
names of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) and the Senator
from Illinois (Mr. BURRIS) were added
as cosponsors of S. 624, a bill to provide
100,000,000 people with first-time access
to safe drinking water and sanitation
on a sustainable basis by 2015 by im-
proving the capacity of the United
States Government to fully implement
the Senator Paul Simon Water for the
Poor Act of 2005.
S. 634
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the
names of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. SANDERS) and the Senator from
Minnesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR) were added
as cosponsors of S. 634, a bill to amend
the Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to improve standards
for physical education.
S. 645
At the request of Mrs. LINCOLN, the
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CORNYN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
645, a bill to amend title 32, United
States Code, to modify the Department
of Defense share of expenses under the
National Guard Youth Challenge Pro-
gram.
S. 690
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
690, a bill to amend the Neotropical Mi-
gratory Bird Conservation Act to reau-
thorize the Act.
S. 701
At the request of Mr. KERRY, the
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
ROBERTS) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 701, a bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to improve access
of Medicare beneficiaries to intra-
venous immune globulins (IVIG).
S, 17
At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. LAUTENBERG) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 717, a bill to modernize
cancer research, increase access to pre-
ventative cancer services, provide can-
cer treatment and survivorship initia-
tives, and for other purposes.
S. 718
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
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BURRIS) was added as a cosponsor of S.
718, a bill to amend the Legal Services
Corporation Act to meet special needs
of eligible clients, provide for tech-
nology grants, improve corporate prac-
tices of the Legal Services Corpora-
tion, and for other purposes.
S. 731
At the request of Mr. NELSON of Ne-
braska, the name of the Senator from
Texas (Mrs. HUTCHISON) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 731, a bill to amend
title 10, United States Code, to provide
for continuity of TRICARE Standard
coverage for certain members of the
Retired Reserve.
S. 7194
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. SANDERS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 794, a bill to amend title 10,
United States Code, to modify certain
retirement pay and grade authorities
for service performed after eligibility
for retirement, and for other purposes.
S. 795
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 795, a bill to amend the Social
Security Act to enhance the social se-
curity of the Nation by ensuring ade-
quate public-private infrastructure and
to resolve to prevent, detect, treat, in-
tervene in, and prosecute elder abuse,
neglect, and exploitation, and for other
purposes.
S. 812
At the request of Mr. BAUCUS, the
name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr.
WEBB) was added as a cosponsor of S.
812, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to make permanent
the special rule for contributions of
qualified conservation contributions.
S. 815
At the request of Mr. NELSON of Flor-
ida, the name of the Senator from New
York (Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 815, a bill to amend the
Immigration and Nationality Act to
exempt surviving spouses of United
States citizens from the numerical lim-
itations described in section 201 of such
Act.
S. 833
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
names of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Mr. FEINGOLD), the Senator from New
Jersey (Mr. MENENDEZ), the Senator
from Connecticut (Mr. DoDD), the Sen-
ator from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS) and
the Senator from New Mexico (Mr.
UDALL) were added as cosponsors of S.
833, a bill to amend title XIX of the So-
cial Security Act to permit States the
option to provide Medicaid coverage
for low-income individuals infected
with HIV.
S. 846
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
names of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. LIEBERMAN), the Senator from
Maryland (Ms. MIKULSKI), the Senator
from Massachusetts (Mr. KENNEDY), the
Senator from Wisconsin (Mr. KOHL),
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the Senator from West Virginia (Mr.
BYRD), the Senator from Washington
(Ms. CANTWELL), the Senator from
Maryland (Mr. CARDIN), the Senator
from New York (Mr. SCHUMER), the
Senator from Oregon (Mr. WYDEN), the
Senator from Connecticut (Mr. DODD),
the Senator from New Jersey (Mr. LAU-
TENBERG), the Senator from Iowa (Mr.
HARKIN), the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. LEAHY), the Senator from Ohio
(Mr. VOINOVICH), the Senator from Mis-
sissippi (Mr. COCHRAN), the Senator
from Hawaii (Mr. INOUYE), the Senator
from Arizona (Mr. MCcCAIN), the Sen-
ator from Rhode Island (Mr. REED) and
the Senator from New York (Mrs.
GILLIBRAND) were added as cosponsors
of S. 846, a bill to award a congres-
sional gold medal to Dr. Muhammad
Yunus, in recognition of his contribu-
tions to the fight against global pov-
erty.
S. 891
At the request of Mr. BROWNBACK, the
name of the Senator from New York
(Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 891, a bill to require annual
disclosure to the Securities and Ex-
change Commission of activities in-
volving columbite-tantalite, cas-
siterite, and wolframite from the
Democratic Republic of Congo, and for
other purposes.
S. 904
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. DoDD) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 904, a bill to amend the Fair Labor
Standards Act of 1938 to prohibit dis-
crimination in the payment of wages
on account of sex, race, or national ori-
gin, and for other purposes.
S. 908
At the request of Mr. BAYH, the name
of the Senator from Florida (Mr. NEL-
SON) was added as a cosponsor of S. 908,
a bill to amend the Iran Sanctions Act
of 1996 to enhance United States diplo-
matic efforts with respect to Iran by
expanding economic sanctions against
Iran.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. CONRAD (for himself, Mr.
HAaTcH, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. ROB-
ERTS, Mr. WICKER, Mr. VITTER,
Mr. VOINOVICH, Mr. CHAMBLISS,
Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. COCHRAN, Mr.
BUNNING, Mr. KERRY, Ms.
STABENOW, Mr. HARKIN, Mr.
WYDEN, Mr. SPECTER, and Mr.
ALEXANDER):

S. 935. A bill to extend subsections (c)
and (d) of section 114 of the Medicare,
Medicaid, and SCHIP Extension Act of
2007 (Public Law 110-173) to provide for
regulatory stability during the devel-
opment of facility and patient criteria
for long-term care hospitals under the
Medicare program, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Finance.

Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, today I
am introducing legislation that would
extend reasonable measures to protect
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access to long-term care hospitals,
while ensuring that these institutions
are admitting the appropriate type of
patients. I am pleased to be intro-
ducing the bill along with my col-
league, Senator HATCH, and I urge my
colleagues to consider cosponsoring
this cost-saving proposal.

Long Term Acute Care hospitals, or
LTAC hospitals, serve a vital role in
the Medicare program by providing
care to beneficiaries with clinically
complex conditions that need hospital
care for extended periods of time. I am
happy to have two of these hospitals in
North Dakota, one in Fargo and one in
Mandan. They are a vital part of the
North Dakota continuum of care.

While these hospitals provide impor-
tant health services to very frail indi-
viduals, the Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services, CMS, became con-
cerned with the rapid growth in these
facilities, and as a result began to arbi-
trarily cut LTAC hospital payments
across-the-board. The Medicare, Med-
icaid and SCHIP Extension Act of 2007,
MMSEA, enacted important changes
that included the development of
much-needed patient and facility cer-
tification criteria to assure that the
right patient is seen in the right post-
acute care setting. This law issued a
moratorium on new facilities and ex-
pansions of older facilities and pro-
vided regulatory relief to protect pa-
tient access to LTAC hospitals while
patient criteria are being developed.
The legislation I am introducing today
would extend these provisions by two
years to provide stability to these hos-
pitals and the patients they serve as
CMS considers payment bundles and
other changes in post-acute care.

As Chairman of the Budget Com-
mittee, I have a unique appreciation
for the enormous fiscal challenges that
face our country and respect CMS’s ef-
forts to reduce growth in Medicare. We
should address the growth in LTAC
hospitals, but we also want to ensure
that there is a place for patients who
truly need long-term hospital stays.

It was not easy for the LTAC hos-
pitals in North Dakota and across the
country to support legislation that re-
stricts their payments, but I com-
pliment them for working with me to
put forward a constructive public pol-
icy proposal. Long-term care hospitals
serve a vital role in our health care
system, and we must protect access to
these facilities for those who truly
need it. But we can also take respon-
sible steps to ensure that our federal
tax dollars are well spent and directed
to the most appropriate level of care. I
believe my legislation achieves this
balance and urge my colleagues to sup-
port this measure.

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I am
pleased to join my friend, Senator
KENT CONRAD, and others in intro-
ducing the Medicare Long-Term Care
Hospital Improvement Act of 2009. This
legislation would help ensure that
Medicare beneficiaries continue to
have access to long-term, acute-care,
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