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Strickland to be Assistant Secretary 
for Fish and Wildlife; that there be 3 
hours of debate with respect to the 
nomination, with 1 hour under the con-
trol of the majority and 2 hours under 
the control of the Republicans and 30 
minutes of the Republican time under 
the control of Senator BUNNING; that 
upon the use or yielding back of time, 
the Senate proceed to vote on con-
firmation of the nomination; that the 
confirmation require an affirmative 60- 
vote threshold; that upon achieving 
that threshold, the nomination be con-
firmed, the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table, there be no further 
motions in order, and that the Presi-
dent be immediately notified of the 
Senate’s action and the Senate resume 
legislative session. 

So after we dispose of the Durbin 
amendment, we will move to the Dodd 
amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I want to 
express my appreciation to Senator 
BUNNING who has been very reasonable 
in this process. There are certain 
things he wanted. He didn’t get what 
he felt he was entitled to. Looking at 
his request, I think it was very reason-
able. Senator BUNNING has not been un-
fair in the questions he asked. I appre-
ciate his allowing us to get this con-
sent agreement. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
that the Senate proceed to executive 
session to consider Calendar Nos. 66, 68, 
69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76, 77, and all 
nominations on the Secretary’s Desk 
in the Coast Guard; that the nomina-
tions be confirmed en bloc, and the mo-
tions to reconsider be laid on the table 
en bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The nominations considered and con-
firmed en bloc are as follows: 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

April S. Boyd, of the District of Columbia, 
to be an Assistant Secretary of Commerce. 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Robert S. Rivkin, of Illinois, to be General 
Counsel of the Department of Transpor-
tation. 

Roy W. Kienitz, of Pennsylvania, to be 
Under Secretary of Transportation for Pol-
icy. 

Peter H. Appel, of Virginia, to be Adminis-
trator of the Research and Innovative Tech-
nology Administration, Department of 
Transportation. 

Dana G. Gresham, of the District of Colum-
bia, to be an Assistant Secretary of Trans-
portation. 

Joseph C. Szabo, of Illinois, to be Adminis-
trator of the Federal Railroad Administra-
tion. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

Sherburne B. Abbott, of Texas, to be an As-
sociate Director of the Office of Science and 
Technology Policy. 

IN THE COAST GUARD 

The following named officer for appoint-
ment as Vice Commandment of the United 
States Coast Guard and to the grade indi-
cated under Title 14, U.S.C., Section 47: 

To be vice admiral 

Vice Adm. David P. Pekoske 

The following named officer for appoint-
ment as Chief of Staff of the United States 
Coast Guard and to the grade indicated 
under Title 14, U.S.C., Section 50a: 

To be vice admiral 

Rear Adm. John P. Currier 

The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Coast Guard to 
the grade indicated under title 14, U.S.C., 
section 271: 

To be rear admiral (lower half) 

Capt. Robert E. Day, Jr. 

The following named officer for appoint-
ment as Commander, Pacific Area of the 
United States Coast Guard and to the grade 
indicated under Title 14, U.S.C., Section 50: 

To be vice admiral 

Rear Adm. Jody A. Breckenridge 

NOMINATIONS PLACED ON THE SECRETARY’S 
DESK 

IN THE COAST GUARD 

PN190 COAST GUARD nomination of Mi-
chael J. McNeil, which was received by the 
Senate and appeared in the Congressional 
Record of March 17, 2009. 

PN191 COAST GUARD nomination of 
Desarae A. Janszen, which was received by 
the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of March 17, 2009. 

f 

NOMINATION OF RONALD H. WEICH 
TO BE AN ASSISTANT ATTORNEY 
GENERAL 

Mr. REID. I now ask that the Senate 
proceed to Calendar No. 65. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
nomination will be stated. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
the nomination of Ronald H. Weich, of 
the District of Columbia, to be an As-
sistant Attorney General. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, today the 
Senate considers another of President 
Obama’s highly-qualified nominees for 
an important post in the executive 
branch. Earlier today, the Judiciary 
Committee reported favorably the 
nomination of Ron Weich to be Assist-
ant Attorney General for the Office of 
Legislative Affairs at the Department 
of Justice. I had hoped that we could 
expedite this nomination before the re-
cess so that Mr. Weich could begin 
doing his job for the American people, 
but lack of cooperation from the Re-
publican side prevented us from con-
firming the nomination then. I am 
pleased that with cooperation today, 
we will confirm Mr. Weich. 

In more than a decade on Capitol 
Hill, Ron Weich has advised three Sen-
ators: Senator SPECTER, Senator KEN-
NEDY, and now Majority Leader REID, 
who introduced Mr. Weich at his hear-
ing 3 weeks ago and strongly rec-
ommended his confirmation. 

At his hearing, I put into the record 
a letter from Senator KENNEDY describ-
ing Mr. Weich as a ‘‘lawyer of excep-
tional intelligence, skill, and sound 

judgment’’ and praising his ‘‘remark-
able ability . . . to work extremely well 
with Members and staff on both sides 
of the aisle and to guide us toward cre-
ative solutions to seemingly intrac-
table problems.’’ Many of Mr. Weich’s 
former Republican colleagues wrote to 
this committee to attest to the fact 
that he is highly regarded among both 
Republican and Democratic staff, and 
they spoke of his ‘‘respect for opposing 
views’’ and his ‘‘constructive approach 
to difficult legal issues.’’ They de-
scribed him as ‘‘honorable and trust-
worthy.’’ And of course, Mr. Weich is 
equally well-respected outside of this 
chamber. A letter from the Fraternal 
Order of Police highlights his ‘‘long 
and sterling career as a public safety 
policymaker’’ and notes that he is ‘‘a 
passionate champion for justice.’’ 

In addition, Mr. Weich has a distin-
guished record of public service as an 
assistant district attorney in Manhat-
tan, and as a special counsel to the 
United States Sentencing Commission. 
He is an experienced Senate hand who 
has earned the respect of Senators on 
both sides of the aisle. We know him 
well as a former member of the staff of 
the Judiciary Committee. I am con-
fident he will be a welcome addition to 
the leadership at the Justice Depart-
ment, and will make the Department 
more responsive to congressional con-
cerns than we have seen over the last 
several years. 

I congratulate Mr. Weich and his 
family on his confirmation today and 
look forward to working with him in 
his new capacity at the Justice Depart-
ment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there 
is no further debate, the question is, 
Will the Senate advise and consent to 
the nomination of Ronald H. Weich, of 
the District of Columbia, to be an As-
sistant Attorney General? 

The nomination was confirmed. 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the motion to re-
consider be laid on the table and there 
be no further motions in order; that 
any statements relating to this nomi-
nation be printed in the RECORD; that 
the President be immediately notified 
of the Senate’s action; and the Senate 
then resume legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will resume legislative session. 

f 

CONFIRMATION OF RON WEICH 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, before I 
turn this over to Senator DURBIN to 
close, I want to say a word or two 
about this nomination we just com-
pleted. That is the nomination of Ron 
Weich. 

I know Ron has waited with his fam-
ily for a long time to get this done, but 
I have tremendously mixed emotions. 
A part of me was saying: I wish maybe 
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he would not get confirmed. But the 
better part of me and, of course, com-
mon sense dictates that the country 
needs him. For me, to lose him from 
my staff is really very difficult. He was 
such an important part of what we 
have been able to accomplish here in 
the Senate. He is a really a fine lawyer 
with a great legal mind. I have worked 
closely with him for years. 

He is going to lead the Justice De-
partment regarding legislative affairs. 
He has had prosecutorial experience 
and Government experience. I know 
and respect all he has done to strength-
en our national security, forward the 
cause of justice, and raise the ethics 
standards of our Government and in 
the whole country. In fact, Ron took a 
lead role in the last Congress, as we 
passed the most sweeping ethics and 
lobbying reforms in the history of our 
Congress and our country. 

Those who know and work with Ron 
value not only his extensive experience 
but just the person he is. I express my 
appreciation to Ron Weich for his 
sound judgment, his collegiality, his 
honesty, and loyalty to me. Eric Hold-
er will find the same there. 

While many of his colleagues from 
Columbia University and Yale Law 
School, where he was educated, are out 
in the private sector making a lot of 
money, Ron has spent most of his life 
in public service. He came back to the 
Senate after having been in a renowned 
law firm downtown. But he came back 
because this is what he wants to do. He 
is able to make enough money to raise 
his family. He is not interested in how 
much money he makes. He is inter-
ested in what good he can do for our 
country. 

Our Nation benefits immensely when 
people as good at what they do as Ron 
is—and as good to others as Ron is— 
choose to make a difference. 

As I have indicated, I am sad to see 
him leave this Capitol complex. I am 
comforted by knowing that Ron will 
play an important role in rebuilding 
Attorney General Holder’s Justice De-
partment to a place where all are once 
again equal under the law, protected by 
the law, and no one is above the law. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Illinois. 

f 

THANKING THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I thank 
the majority leader for his kind words. 
He is a friend of long standing. We 
came to Washington together in the 
House of Representatives many years 
ago, and we certainly never could have 
dreamed, when we arrived here so 
many years ago, that today we would 
be able to work so closely and so well 
in the leadership of the Senate. 

HARRY REID is a terrific leader. He 
has done an extraordinary job. Today a 
lot of praise is being given to the Presi-
dent for his first 100 days. I want to add 
in that chorus of praise HARRY REID, 
the Senator from Nevada, who has 

helped the President achieve the goals 
that he set out to achieve in the first 
100 days. He has made an extraordinary 
commitment to make that happen, not 
just in time and effort but in patience 
dealing with Members of the U.S. Sen-
ate. 

I thank Senator REID for his earlier 
comments. 

f 

CONFIRMATION OF JOSEPH SZABO 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I would 
like to congratulate Mr. Joseph Szabo 
on his confirmation as the next Admin-
istrator of the Federal Railroad Ad-
ministration. 

Joe Szabo has made a significant 
contribution to my State of Illinois, 
and I believe he is going to bring great 
success to the Department of Transpor-
tation. Joe Szabo understands better 
than most the long days, unpredictable 
schedules, and sometimes hazardous 
working conditions that come with em-
ployment in the railroad industry. 

He has worked for the railroad—both 
the Illinois Central and Metra—since 
he was 18 years old, including stints as 
yard switchman, road trainman, and 
commuter passenger conductor. 

Five generations of his family 
worked on the railroad. Joe learned 
firsthand about the railroads from his 
father, a 40-year switchman for the Illi-
nois Central Railroad. His father in-
stilled in him a passion for rail work 
that has helped Joe become a trusted 
and respected voice in rail labor and in 
the industry. 

Joe has a distinguished record of pub-
lic service and many accomplishments 
to show for his work in Illinois. As 
elected mayor of Riverdale, IL, and 
State legislative director for the 
United Transportation Union, UTU, 
Joe has developed a reputation as a 
passionate and effective advocate for 
freight and passenger rail and its work-
ers. 

During his tenure as UTU State di-
rector, Joe’s work was integral to the 
State of Illinois doubling its invest-
ment in passenger rail. This additional 
State investment Joe worked so hard 
to achieve allowed Illinois to double 
the frequency of Amtrak trains leaving 
Chicago for Quincy, Carbondale, and 
St. Louis, and to lay the groundwork 
for expanding service to Rockford and 
the Quad Cities—our next achieve-
ments, I hope soon. 

Joe’s advocacy helped Illinois pas-
senger rail achieve the fastest growth 
in ridership and revenue in the entire 
national Amtrak system. 

Joe will now bring his passion for the 
railroad industry and his experience 
with rail labor to Washington. As all of 
us know, President Obama, Vice Presi-
dent BIDEN, and this Congress have 
made the single largest investment in 
passenger rail in America’s history. 

The $8 billion we included in the 
stimulus for high-speed passenger rail 
represents a commitment to taking the 
next step in intercity passenger rail for 
the 21st century. 

Implementing this vision will be 
monumental. It will take a good-faith 
working relationship between Con-
gress, the White House, the industry, 
and State and local governments. 

Thankfully, Joe Szabo has earned the 
confidence and full support of Presi-
dent Obama. Joe and the President 
worked closely together when then- 
State Senator Obama served in Spring-
field in the Illinois General Assembly. 

Mr. President, I am here today to tell 
you what President Obama and I al-
ready know: When it comes to making 
high-speed rail a reality in the U.S. and 
ensuring that millions of Americans 
have access to safe, reliable passenger 
and freight rail, there is no one better 
for this job than Joe Szabo. 

Mr. President, in the months and 
years ahead, I can assure you this 
country will find Joe Szabo under-
stands the critical role our national 
rail system plays to the health of our 
economy, our environment, and our fu-
ture. 

I am proud to have added my voice to 
the chorus of so many who asked the 
administration to nominate Joe and 
give him this chance to serve our Na-
tion. I know he is going to do an excep-
tional job. 

f 

COMMENDING THE UNIVERSITY OF 
GEORGIA GYMNASTICS TEAM 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of S. Res. 
119, which was submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 119) commending the 

University of Georgia gymnastics team for 
winning the 2009 NCAA national champion-
ship. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, and the motions to reconsider be 
laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 119) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 119 

Whereas in 2009, the University of Georgia 
gymnastics team, the ‘‘Gym Dogs’’, won its 
10th National Collegiate Athletic Associa-
tion (NCAA) women’s gymnastics champion-
ship; 

Whereas the University of Georgia gym-
nastics program has won 16 Southeastern 
Conference (SEC) championships; 

Whereas the University of Georgia gym-
nastics program has produced 7 Honda Award 
winners, with Courtney Kupets under consid-
eration as a finalist for the 2009 award; 

Whereas the 2009 national title is the Gym 
Dogs’ 5th consecutive national champion-
ship; 

Whereas the University of Georgia gym-
nastics team is the most successful gym-
nastics program in the Nation; 
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