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begin. It is a place to start the con-
versation. We do not need the kind of
enforcement of majority rights that
reconciliation would give us.

To start over again fresh with a pro-
posal from the administration would
mean that a bill has to be drafted—
something we have already done; the
bill would have to be referred to CBO—
something we have already done; CBO
would have to go through the difficul-
ties of scoring it—an enormous chal-
lenge. I don’t believe they would be
able to get all that done in a timely
fashion. Then we would be told on the
floor: Well, we have run out of time.
We have to deal with health care so we
are going to move to reconciliation as
the way to jam the thing through in a
hurry. Let’s understand right here in
the beginning that that kind of activ-
ity is not required.

Let’s turn to Gov. Kathleen Sebelius
and her role with respect to the health
care debate. My normal pattern has al-
ways been to say that the President
has the right to whomever he wants,
and I have not voted against Presi-
dential nominees unless I felt they
were completely inappropriate or in-
capable of carrying out their duties.

I have respect for Governor Sebelius.
I think she is a valuable and poten-
tially productive appointment for the
President, but I have reluctantly come
to the conclusion that she is the wrong
appointee for this particular assign-
ment. She has backed a partisan proc-
ess for health care reform. She refuses
to support patient safeguards and com-
parative effectiveness research, and,
perhaps most strongly for me, she has
already endorsed a Government-run
public health care plan, something I
would have to vote against. I think
most of my colleagues—if not all of my
colleagues on the Republican side—
would vote against it, not for partisan
reasons but for the flat fact that it
doesn’t work. We have seen examples of
that throughout the world, and we un-
derstand it doesn’t work.

I have constituents who have rel-
atives and friends in Canada who come
to me and say: Based on our experience
with our relatives and friends in Can-
ada, we absolutely do not want a Cana-
dian system. This is just an anecdote,
but it is illustrative of the kind of
thing that goes on in the Canadian sys-
tem where they ration care by delay.
They don’t ration it by regulation,
they simply ration it by delaying the
ability of people to get access. As has
been reported to me, if you can dem-
onstrate as you go into the Canadian
system that there is some problem re-
lated to heart disease, you get moved
to the head of the line. So some of my
constituents have told me that their
relatives in Canada have discovered
that if they go to see a doctor with a
cold or with the flu or with some other
problem, they always say, ‘‘And this
threatens my potential for heart dis-
ease’” in an effort to get ahead of the
line and move forward in the Canadian
system that would otherwise delay
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their access to a doctor. If you haven’t
learned that trick, you wait for 3
months, 6 months, whatever. This is
the kind of Government-run public
health plan Governor Sebelius has indi-
cated that she would support.

There is also the troubling problem
that she failed to disclose relevant in-
formation to the Finance Committee
with respect to her taxes. We have had
that happen with other Cabinet nomi-
nations, and it has become something
of a cause celebre with many Ameri-
cans who are following this. It has be-
come the butt of jokes on the late-
night talk shows. It is unfortunate that
she has fallen a victim to that as well.

She has also been less than forth-
coming with respect to her relation-
ships with some of her political donors.
She had a political relationship with a
doctor who was involved in partial-
birth abortions and was obviously anx-
ious to see to it that he had access to
public officials who would support him
in that. That is an issue which carries
a great deal of influence with my con-
stituents, and it is another one that
troubles me.

So while I think Governor Sebelius
might be well qualified for some other
position, I do not intend to support her
for this position. As we deal with
health care problems, the Secretary of
Health and Human Services is a key
player in helping us solve this problem,
and I believe she carries a little bit too
much baggage for this particular as-
signment.

So once again we have the framework
for a bipartisan solution. It can be the
beginning point of the discussion. A
bill has been written around it, and it
has been scored by the CBO. Why don’t
we start with that instead of threat-
ening reconciliation for a whole new
program that might start with the ad-
ministration?

I thank the Chair and yield the floor.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from New Hamp-
shire.

Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, I under-
stand the Senator from New York
wishes to be recognized for 5 minutes,
so I ask unanimous consent that I be
recognized for 10 minutes following the
Senator from New York.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

The Senator from New York.

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent to speak as in
morning business for 5 minutes and
that Senator GREGG be recognized fol-
lowing my remarks.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

SOJOURNER TRUTH

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. Mr. President,
today is a very special day for me. As
a woman and a New Yorker, it thrills
me that today we are honoring one of
the earliest and greatest figures in the
history of women’s rights and civil
rights: Sojourner Truth. We are placing
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a statue of Sojourner Truth in Stat-
uary Hall today—the first African-
American woman to have a statue in
the Capitol. She will be the 12th
woman depicted in works of sculpture
among the 92 sculptures of our male
leaders. From this day forward, So-
journer Truth’s groundbreaking work
advancing the basic rights of women
will be given its due prominence beside
s0 many other great Americans in the
seat of our democracy.

Sojourner Truth was born Isabella
Baumfree as a slave in 1797 who never
learned to read or write, yet became an
all-important messenger for truth and
equality. Although beaten and branded,
she responded with dignity and faith
rather than hatred and violence. Her
views were shaped not only by her per-
sonal hardships—enslavement, daily
beatings, grueling work, and seeing her
13 children kidnapped and sold away—
but also from an innate understanding
that equality is an inalienable Amer-
ican right and should not be ascribed
based on gender or color.

Once freed from bondage in 1817, she
changed her name to Sojourner Truth,
telling her friends that the spirit had
called her to speak the truth for jus-
tice. She then traveled our Nation
speaking honest words about the short-
comings of the American dream—the
stain that slavery and injustice im-
posed on America’s life and laws and
noting for all to see where the reality
failed to reflect the noble tenets of our
Founding Fathers. She dedicated her
life, indeed, she risked her freedom, to
oppose the trappings of injustice and
prejudice.

Despite being born into slavery,
stripped of any legal standing, protec-
tion, or property, and denied any ac-
cess to education, Sojourner Truth un-
derstood that freedom and equality are
fundamental rights. Embracing our
greatest traditions and arguing with
simple passion that neither gender nor
color could overpower justice, she dem-
onstrated a courage and a conviction
that compels us to act today, almost
125 years after her death.

Sojourner Truth raised her voice
without a chorus of women behind her.
Most abolitionists questioned her de-
termination to link women’s rights
with the abolition of slavery. She re-
jected their concerns, asking them the
direct question they couldn’t avoid:
“And ain’t I a woman?”’ With those few
words, she refused to parse justice.
With those few words, she forced audi-
ences past and present to recognize
that human dignity and respect are
part and parcel of who we are as Amer-
icans—male or female, African-Amer-
ican or Caucasian, educated or not. So-
journer Truth represents the courage
that the American ideal imparts and
calls all of us to action.

As we honor this bold, daring New
Yorker today, I am also proud that
New York has time and time again
helped to foster those who have chosen
to carry on her fight. Today, I can
think of at least two others committed
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to justice who, though from very dif-
ferent backgrounds, continually risk
themselves for justice and human
rights.

The battles fought by Sojourner
Truth were not left only as lessons of
history, but they stood as a beacon of
hope for the next generation to carry
the torch one mile further. One of the
next in our history to carry on the
cause for equal justice was Eleanor
Roosevelt.

Eleanor Roosevelt could have been
content with a life defined by privilege
and limited education. But like So-
journer Truth, she travelled the nation
and indeed the world to fight for equal-
ity and human rights. Like Sojourner
Truth, Eleanor Roosevelt raised her
voice to attack segregation and gender
bias. Like Sojourner Truth, she risked
her life to practice what she preached
and to hold us accountable when we
wanted to turn our back on justice and
American ideals. Like Sojourner
Truth, Eleanor Roosevelt told us that
we ‘“‘must hazard all we have” to make
the American dream real. She told us
that employment, housing, education,
health care policies that favored the
privileged undermined us all, that
women had a critical role and responsi-
bility, and encouraged women to run
for office, to organize, to get out the
vote, and to reach across party, gender,
and racial lines to get the work done.

Eleanor Roosevelt took this same de-
termination with her to the United Na-
tions where, like Sojourner Truth, she
used strength and grace to advance the
recognition of equal rights. Embracing
her responsibility as the only woman
on the American delegation and one of
the few women delegates to the Gen-
eral Assembly, she played an instru-
mental role in drafting the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights in 1948,
especially the concept as stated in arti-
cle 1, that ‘“‘all human beings are born
free and equal.”

Just as Sojourner Truth had done in
a century before and Eleanor Roosevelt
had done decades earlier, the cause was
enlisted by another great woman. Rec-
ognizing that equality had not yet been
achieved, Hillary Clinton stood and
fought for the rights of women. As first
lady, Hillary Clinton understood the
political costs of speaking out forth-
rightly for women’s rights and human
rights. Yet like Sojourner Truth and
Eleanor Roosevelt before her, she
would not ignore the rights and needs
of women despite the possible diplo-
matic repercussions.

She travelled to China in 1995 and
stood before the world to oppose injus-
tice and to proclaim that ‘“‘once and for
all, women’s rights are human rights
and human rights are women’s rights.”’

How Sojourner Truth must have rel-
ished that moment. From Akron, OH,
Beijing, China—from newspapers to the
Internet and C-SPAN—their message
spanned the globe.

Hillary Clinton played an instru-
mental role in the dedication we cele-
brate today. Hillary Clinton and SHEI-
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LA JACKSON-LEE were inspired by the
efforts of Dr. C. Delores Tucker, former
chair of the National Congress of Black
Women, to formally recognize So-
journer Truth in the U.S. Capitol. They
felt that the unfinished portion of the
monument to suffragists was surely in-
tended to hold the image of Sojourner
Truth. After long consideration, it was
determined to carve a unique place for
Sojourner Truth—appropriately so as
the first statue in Emancipation Hall.

And now it stands erect in the Cap-
itol Visitors Center for all to see. As
the Senator from their home state, I
am so grateful to be here today to
honor Sojourner Truth. Her courage
and her vision are timeless and bold
and brave—Her statue will be a con-
stant reminder that our rights must
never be take for granted and that with
these rights come the responsibility to
enforce them.

To honor Sojourner Truth and all
women before us, we continue that
struggle as there is still much to do.
Today the fight is for equal pay and
recognition in the workplace. Even in
2009, for every dollar a man earns, a
woman makes just 78 cents. And the
disparity is even worse for women of
color, with Latino women earning only
53 cents and African-American women
earning 62 cents on the dollar. Working
women and their families stand to lose
$250,000 over the course of their career
because of pay inequity. It is unaccept-
able, and it needs to change. The Pay-
check Fairness Act introduced by then-
Senator Hillary Clinton and Rep. RosA
DELAURO is an important step towards
that goal. I proudly join in helping
carry Secretary Clinton’s work to-
wards equality here in the Senate.

These steps towards equality for all
are our duty. As Eleanor Roosevelt
often said, ‘‘we are all on trial to show
what democracy means.” We have
made such important strides, but we
still have a long way to go.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
UDALL of New Mexico). The Senator
from New Hampshire is recognized.

THE BUDGET

Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, I rise to
speak about the soon to be pending
issue of the budget. We are told that
the Democratic membership of the
House and Senate reached agreement
last night on the budget proposal. They
didn’t seek our advice or counsel on it.
It is pretty much the outline of the
budget as requested by the President.

There has been a lot of discussion
about whether the President inherited
a terrible situation. I think he did,
from a fiscal standpoint. He has had
difficult issues to confront relative to
stabilizing our financial industry and
trying to get the economy going and
addressing the issues which most
Americans are concerned about, which
is their jobs, the value of their homes,
the ability to pay their bills, and to
send their kids to college.

What the President inherited is im-
portant, but what he is bequeathing to
the next generation is even more im-
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portant. This budget he proposed is an
outline of where he sees the Govern-
ment going and where he sees this Na-
tion going.

Regrettably, the budget as proposed
by the President, which has been
worked on here by the Senate Demo-
crats and the House Democrats, puts
forward a picture that basically almost
guarantees our children will be inher-
iting a nation with a government that
is nonsustainable. The President’s
budget proposed a trillion dollars of
deficit, on average, for the next 10
years. That is a number that is hard to
comprehend. But to try to put it into
perspective, the effect of that number
is that the debt of the United States
will double in 5 years and triple in 10
years. If you want to put it in another
perspective, take all the debt created
since the founding of our Nation, from
George Washington through George W.
Bush—all that debt that has been
added to the backs of the Nation’s peo-
ple—and President Obama’s budget
doubles that debt in 4 years, which is a
staggering event.

The implications are pretty dramatic
for the next generation. The public
debt of the United States will go to 80
percent of GDP fairly quickly under
this proposal. The historic public debt
of this country has been 40 percent of
GDP. That means the amount of debt
out there in relation to the size of the
economy will have doubled.

That has dramatic ramifications. For
example, at that level of public debt
through the economic activity in our
country, we as a nation would not be
allowed to enter the European Union
because we wouldn’t meet their stand-
ard for fiscal responsibility. Countries
such as Latvia, Lithuania, and
Ukraine, which all have very serious
issues, might qualify for the European
Union, but we would not because of the
fact that our debt was so high as a per-
centage of our economy. It means our
people, who have to pay that debt, will
have to pay an inordinate amount of
taxes in one of two ways to pay that
debt off. Either they will have to pay
more taxes because the Federal Gov-
ernment will inflate the money supply
in order to pay off this debt, which is
the worst tax there is—inflation—be-
cause it takes away the savings of all
of the American people or you will
have to significantly increase taxes on
every American, not just the high-in-
come Americans, as was represented by
this President that he wants to do, and
the Democratic Congress and Senate
said they want to do; all taxes will
have to go up astronomically in order
to pay for the debt.

What is driving this massive expan-
sion of debt our children and we are
going to have to pay as a result of this
budget that is proposed by the Presi-
dent? Well, it is spending. Very simply,
it is spending. The President proposed,
and the Democratic Congress will bring
forward, a budget that significantly in-
creases the spending of the Federal
Government. Historically, the spending
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