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S. RES. 108

Whereas Somalia has been without a func-
tioning central government since 1991, re-
sulting in lawlessness and an increasingly
desperate humanitarian situation;

Whereas according to a Somali human
rights group, violence during the period from
2007 to 2009 has killed an estimated 16,000
people, wounded more than 28,000 people, and
displaced more than 1,000,000 people;

Whereas these grim conditions and the ab-
sence of a functioning government have
made Somalia an ideal base for piracy oper-
ations and a fertile ground for terrorist orga-
nizations, including the group al-Shabaab,
whose leaders have ties to al-Qaeda;

Whereas acts of piracy off the coast of So-
malia have been on the rise for more than a
year, with the International Maritime Bu-
reau reporting an estimated 111 attacks in
2008;

Whereas on Wednesday, April 8, 2009, So-
mali pirates used grappling hooks and weap-
ons to board the Norfolk, Virginia-based con-
tainer ship Maersk Alabama, which was cap-
tained by Richard Phillips, a resident of
Underhill, Vermont, and crewed by 19 other
citizens of the United States, and which was
delivering food aid from the World Food Pro-
gramme to hungry people in east Africa;

Whereas Captain Phillips, a native of Win-
chester, Massachusetts and a 1979 graduate
of the Massachusetts Maritime Academy,
bravely led the Maersk Alabama crew in suc-
cessfully retaking control of the ship by of-
fering himself as a hostage in exchange for
the release of the crew;

Whereas 4 pirates took Captain Phillips
into an 18-foot lifeboat, held him captive at
gunpoint, and repeatedly threatened to kill
him;

Whereas the United States Central Com-
mand dispatched to the scene the destroyer
U.S.S. Bainbridge, which was joined in subse-
quent days by the U.S.S. Halyburton and the
U.S.S. Boxer, along with Navy SEAL teams,
Marine Corps helicopters, and other joint as-
sets of the United States Armed Forces;

Whereas hostage recovery experts from the
Federal Bureau of Investigation gave guid-
ance to the crew of the U.S.S. Bainbridge,
while the Department of State stayed in con-
tact with Captain Phillips’ family, including
Phillips’ wife Andrea and their 2 children,
Daniel and Mariah, in Underhill, Vermont;

Whereas Maersk Limited, based in Norfolk,
Virginia, worked diligently with the United
States Armed Forces to try to obtain the re-
lease of Captain Phillips and the Maersk Ala-
bama crew and to move the ship safely to
port in Kenya, while sending personal rep-
resentatives to Vermont to keep the Phillips
family informed;

Whereas in the late evening of April 9, 2009,
Captain Phillips made an escape attempt,
jumping into the water of the Indian Ocean
to swim for safety, only to be pursued by the
pirates and quickly recaptured;

Whereas the President received regular
briefings on the hostage crisis and provided
the authority necessary for the United
States Armed Forces to resolve it;

Whereas on April 12, 2009, Easter Sunday,
Captain Phillips was rescued after the
United States Armed Forces, which through-
out the crisis spared no effort to defuse the
situation and peacefully rescue Phillips,
took the lives of 3 of the pirate captors when
Phillips was seen to be in imminent danger;
and

Whereas international commerce remains
under threat while Somali pirates continue
to hold for ransom more than 200 crew mem-
bers of many nationalities: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that—
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(1) Captain Phillips deserves the respect
and admiration of all people of the United
States for his brave conduct under life-
threatening circumstances;

(2) the Senate shares the sense of relief and
gratitude felt by the family and shipmates of
Captain Phillips;

(3) all members of the United States Armed
Forces involved in the rescue operation, in
particular members of the Navy and Navy
SEAL teams who rescued Captain Phillips,
the officials of other Federal Government de-
partments and agencies who contributed,
and the crew of the Maersk Alabama, are to
be commended for their exceptional efforts
and devotion to duty; and

(4) the President should work with the
international community and the transi-
tional government of Somalia to develop a
comprehensive strategy to address both the
burgeoning problem of piracy and its root
causes.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 109—COM-
MENDING THE BRAVERY OF THE
GIRLS WHO ATTEND THE
MIRWAIS SCHOOL FOR GIRLS IN
KANDAHAR, AFGHANISTAN

Mr. CRAPO (for himself, Mr. LUGAR,
and Mr. R1sCH) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Foreign Relations:

S. REs. 109

Whereas, on November 12, 2008, 15 girls who
attend the Mirwais School for Girls in
Kandahar, Afghanistan, were attacked by
militants and sprayed with acid, causing
them varying degrees of disfigurement;

Whereas the militants committed the egre-
gious attack to intimidate the girls and
their families and to discourage the girls
from continuing to attend school;

Whereas, less than one week after the at-
tacks, Headmaster Mahmood Qadari asked
parents to return the girls to school;

Whereas, by January 14, 2009, nearly 1,300
girls, almost all the students, had returned
to the 40-room Mirwais School for Girls;

Whereas the families of the girls from the
Mirwais School for Girls defy threats of per-
sonal harm and staunchly assert the right to
educate their daughters;

Whereas, according to the United Nations,
educating girls and women reduces the inci-
dence of domestic and community violence
and raises the standard of living in a coun-
try;

Whereas, according to a study published by
the Afghanistan Independent Human Rights
Commission, it is a ‘““fact that child marriage
takes place in a frequent and pervasive fash-
ion”’ in Afghanistan;

Whereas, according to that study, of
women surveyed for the study, 43.6 percent
stated that they married to solve their eco-
nomic problems, 7.1 percent referred to the
resolution of conflicts as the reason for their
early marriage, 37 percent said that ‘‘badal’’,
or the exchange of girls between 2 families,
was the reason for their marriage, and 12.3
percent cited other reasons for their mar-
riage, such as local traditional practices and
parental interference;

Whereas, according to 2007 information
from the World Health Organization, the
health of women and children in Afghanistan
is among the worst in the world;

Whereas, according to estimates from the
Department of State for 2008, the literacy
rate for women in Afghanistan is 12 percent;

Whereas it is a continuing priority of the
United States government to advance the
rights of women in Afghanistan by facili-
tating women’s participation in social, polit-
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ical, and economic affairs and by ensuring
women’s safety and well-being;

Whereas the United States Government
looks to the government of Afghanistan to
proactively support the rights of women and
girls, and recognizes that the recently-passed
personal security law would severely dimin-
ish such rights;

Whereas the United States Agency for
International Development (USAID) has in-
tegrated women-focused activities into most
of its programs by strategic design, with the
goal of increasing women’s political partici-
pation and access to education, health care,
economic opportunities, and roles in civil so-
ciety:

Whereas USAID has noted that, despite
women’s nearly non-existent access to
health, education, and political participation
in 2001, there has been a 25 percent decrease
in maternal mortality since 2001, due in
great part to women’s significantly improved
access to health and hospital services;

Whereas, since 2001, Afghanistan has expe-
rienced a surge in school attendance to more
than 6,000,000 children enrolled, of which 35
percent are girls, and has greatly increased
participation of women in civil society, with
women representing 26 percent of the civil
service and holding 27 percent of the seats in
the national assembly and 29 percent of pro-
vincial council seats; and

Whereas, despite significant gains made
through assistance programs in Afghanistan
since the fall of the Taliban government in
2001, there remains a great deal more work
to be done toward achieving reasonable de-
velopment in still one of the poorest coun-
tries in the world, and such development can
be achieved only by empowering the 50 per-
cent of the population that is women: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes and commends the extraor-
dinary bravery shown by the girls and fami-
lies of the Mirwais School for Girls in
Kandahar, Afghanistan, especially the girls
injured in the November 2008 attack, in the
decision to return to school in the face of
threats of bodily injury, or worse; and

(2) continues to support efforts to decrease
illiteracy and gender-based violence in Af-
ghanistan.

———
SENATE RESOLUTION  110—CON-
GRATULATING THE UNIVERSITY
OF NORTH CAROLINA TAR

HEELS BASKETBALL TEAM FOR
WINNING THE 2008-2009 NCAA
MEN’S BASKETBALL CHAMPION-
SHIP

Mr. BURR (for himself and Mrs.
HAGAN) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed
to:
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Whereas on April 6, 2009, the University of
North Carolina defeated Michigan State Uni-
versity 89-72 to win the 2008-2009 National
Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA)
men’s basketball national championship;

Whereas the University of North Carolina
was the consensus preseason number 1 bas-
ketball team in the Nation;

Whereas the University of North Carolina
Tar Heels were saddled with a tremendous
amount of pressure to get to the NCAA Final
Four and win the national championship in
2009;

Whereas after the Tar Heels’ 0-2 record to
start the Atlantic Coast Conference (ACC)
regular season, the team finished with a
record of 13-3 and won 13 out of their last 14
games in conference;
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Whereas the Tar Heels were the 2008-2009
ACC regular season conference champions;

Whereas the University of North Carolina’s
Tyler Hansbrough became the ACC’s all-time
leading scorer;

Whereas the University of North Carolina’s
Tyler Hansbrough and Ty Lawson were se-
lected to the 2008-2009 All-Atlantic Coast
Conference (All-ACC) first team;

Whereas Tyler Hansbrough became the
first player in league history to be unani-
mously selected 4 times to the All-ACC first
team;

Whereas the University of North Carolina’s
Danny Green was selected to the 2008-2009
All-ACC third team and the All-ACC defen-
sive team;

Whereas the University of North Carolina’s
Ed Davis was selected to the All-ACC rookie
team;

Whereas entering into the 2008-2009 NCAA
College Basketball Championship, President
Barack Obama picked the Tar Heels to win
the championship title;

Whereas the University of North Carolina
beat each of Radford University, Louisiana
State University, Gonzaga University, and
the University of Oklahoma by 12 points or
more to win the South Division and reach
the Final Four for the second straight year;

Whereas Ty Lawson was named the South
Division most valuable player;

Whereas with their victory over the Uni-
versity of Oklahoma, the Tar Heels became
the first team in NCAA Tournament history
to reach 100 tournament wins;

Whereas several media outlets, including
ESPN and CBS, reported that more than
60,000 fans in attendance at the final tour-
nament game would be cheering for Michi-
gan State University;

Whereas the 55 points the University of
North Carolina scored in the first half of the
championship game broke the all-time first
half scoring record for any team in the his-
tory of the NCAA tournament;

Whereas the University of North Carolina’s
Wayne Ellington and Deon Thompson played
exceptionally well in the first half of the
championship game to push the lead to 21
points;

Whereas the University of North Carolina
withstood Michigan State University’s late
surge and pushed the lead back to 19 points
with less than 3 minutes remaining in the
game;

Whereas the University of North Carolina’s
Wayne Ellington was named the Final Four
most valuable player;

Whereas Ty Lawson’s 8 steals set the
record for the most steals in a NCAA cham-
pionship game;

Whereas the 2008-2009 championship was
the University of North Carolina’s fifth na-
tional championship in school history;

Whereas the 2008-2009 championship was
Coach Roy Williams’ second national cham-
pionship since taking over as head coach of
the University of North Carolina men’s bas-
ketball team; and

Whereas with the victory over Michigan
State University, the University of North
Carolina tied the University of Kentucky for
the all-time winningest program in NCAA
Division 1 men’s basketball history: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) congratulates the University of North
Carolina for winning the 2008-2009 National
Collegiate Athletic Association men’s bas-
ketball national championship;

(2) recognizes the achievement of the play-
ers, coaches, students, and staff of the Uni-
versity of North Carolina whose persever-
ance and dedication to excellence helped pro-
pel the men’s basketball team to win the
championship; and
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(3) respectfully requests the Secretary of
the Senate to transmit an enrolled copy of
this resolution to—

(A) the chancellor of the University of
North Carolina, H. Holden Thorp;

(B) the athletic director of the University
of North Carolina, Dick Baddour; and

(C) the head coach of the University of
North Carolina men’s basketball team, Roy
Williams.

———
SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 18—SUPPORTING THE

GOALS AND IDEALS OF WORLD
MALARIA DAY, AND REAFFIRM-
ING UNITED STATES LEADER-
SHIP AND SUPPORT FOR EF-
FORTS TO COMBAT MALARIA

Mr. FEINGOLD (for himself, Mr.
ISAKSON, Mr. BINGAMAN, Mr. DURBIN,

Mr. CARDIN, Mr. WICKER, Mr.
BROWNBACK, Ms. CANTWELL, and Mr.
MARTINEZ) submitted the following

concurrent resolution; which was con-
sidered and agreed to:
S. CoN. RESs. 18

Whereas April 25 of each year is recognized
internationally as World Malaria Day and in
the United States as Malaria Awareness Day;

Whereas, despite malaria being completely
preventable and treatable and the fact that
malaria was eliminated in the United States
over 50 years ago, more than 40 percent of
the world’s population is still at risk of con-
tracting malaria;

Whereas, according to the World Health
Organization, nearly 1,000,000 people die from
malaria each year, the vast majority of
whom are children under the age of 5 in Afri-
ca;

Whereas malaria greatly affects child
health, with a child dying from malaria
roughly every 30 seconds and nearly 3,000
children dying from malaria every day;

Whereas malaria poses great risks to ma-
ternal health, causing complications during
delivery, anemia, and low birth weights,
with estimates by the Center for Disease
Control and Prevention that malaria infec-
tion causes 400,000 cases of severe maternal
anemia and from 75,000 to 200,000 infant
deaths annually in sub-Saharan Africa;

Whereas HIV infection increases the risk
and severity of malarial illness, and malaria
increases the viral load in HIV-positive peo-
ple, which can lead to increased transmission
of HIV and more rapid disease progression,
with substantial public health implications;

Whereas in malarial regions, many people
are co-infected with malaria and one or more
of the neglected tropical diseases (NTDs)
such as hookworm and schistosomiasis,
which causes a pronounced exacerbation of
anemia and several adverse health con-
sequences;

Whereas the malnutrition and chronic ill-
ness that result from childhood malaria
leads to increased absenteeism in school and
perpetuates cycles of poverty;

Whereas an estimated 90 percent of deaths
from malaria occur in Africa, and the Roll
Back Malaria Partnership estimates that
malaria costs countries in Africa
$12,000,000,000 in lost economic productivity
each year;

Whereas the World Health Organization es-
timates that malaria accounts for 40 percent
of healthcare expenditures in high-burden
countries, demonstrating that effective,
long-term malaria control is inextricably
linked to the strength of health systems;

Whereas heightened efforts over recent
years to prevent and treat malaria are cur-
rently saving lives;
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Whereas the progress and funding to con-
trol malaria has increased ten-fold since
2000, in large part due to funding under the
President’s Malaria Initiative (a TUnited
States Government initiative designed to cut
malaria deaths in half in target countries in
sub-Saharan Africa), the Global Fund to
Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, the
World Bank, and new financing by other do-
nors;

Whereas the President’s Malaria Initiative
has purchased almost 13,000,000 artemisinin-
based combination therapies (ACT), pro-
tected over 17,000,000 people through spray-
ing campaigns, and distributed over 6,000,000
insecticide-treated bed nets, the Global Fund
to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria has
distributed 70,000,000 bed nets to protect fam-
ilies from malaria and provided 74,000,000 ma-
laria patients with ACTs, and the World
Bank’s Booster Program is scheduled to
commit approximately $500,000,000 in Inter-
national Development Association funds for
malaria control in Africa;

Whereas public and private partners are
developing effective and affordable drugs to
treat malaria, with more than 23 types of
malaria vaccines in development;

Whereas, according to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, vector control,
or the prevention of malaria transmission
via anopheles mosquitoes, which includes a
combination of methods such as insecticide-
treated bed nets, indoor residual spraying,
and source reduction (larval control), has
been shown to reduce severe morbidity and
mortality due to malaria in endemic regions;

Whereas the impact of malaria efforts have
been documented in numerous regions, such
as in Zanzibar, where malaria prevalence
among children shrank from 20 percent to
less than 1 percent between 2005 and 2007, and
in Rwanda, where malaria cases and deaths
appeared to decline rapidly after a large-
scale distribution of bed nets and malaria
treatments in 2006; and

Whereas a malaria-free future will rely on
consistent international, national, and local
leadership and a comprehensive approach ad-
dressing the range of health, development,
and economic challenges facing developing
countries: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That the Senate—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Malaria
Awareness Day, including the achievable tar-
get of ending malaria deaths by 2015;

(2) calls upon the people of the United
States to observe Malaria Awareness Day
with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and
activities to raise awareness and support to
save the lives of those affected by malaria;

(3) reaffirms the goals and commitments to
combat malaria in the Tom Lantos and
Henry J. Hyde United States Global Leader-
ship Against HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis, and
Malaria Reauthorization Act of 2008 (Public
Law 110-293);

(4) commends the progress made by anti-
malaria programs, including the President’s
Malaria Initiative and the Global Fund to
Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria;

(5) reaffirms United States support for and
contribution toward the achievement of the
targets set by the Roll Back Malaria Part-
nership Global Malaria Action plan;

(6) encourages fellow donor nations to
maintain their support and honor their fund-
ing commitments for malaria programs
worldwide;

(7) urges greater integration of United
States and international health programs
targeting malaria, HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis,
neglected tropical diseases, and basic child
and maternal health; and

(8) commits to continued United States
leadership in efforts to reduce global malaria
deaths, especially through strengthening
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