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accomplishing more in the area of 
human rights ought to appreciate that 
he was, in fact, implementing the spe-
cific daily instructions he was receiv-
ing. If they don’t like that policy, then 
their real complaint is against Presi-
dent Bush and the Secretary of State. 

I will have more to say about this to-
morrow. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Kansas. 

Mr. BROWNBACK. Madam President, 
I appreciate my colleague from Massa-
chusetts and his statement, as well as 
the ranking member. 

This was Chris Hill’s strategy in 
North Korea. He was Assistant Sec-
retary of East Asia and Pacific Affairs 
during the same period of time. It was 
a failed strategy. We should have him 
in the middle of designing our diplo-
matic strategy toward Iraq on such a 
failure, where he will be coming back 
before this body asking us for support? 

I will have more to say on this to-
morrow. 

I will file a bill tonight for myself 
and several other cosponsors asking 
that we consider, at the same time as 
we consider the Chris Hill nomination, 
reimposing sanctions on North Korea 
that were lifted during the Bush nego-
tiations. The North Koreans, over this 
recess, launched a missile and are 
being investigated for selling uranium 
to the Iranians. Clearly, we have it 
within our power to put U.S. sanctions 
back on North Korea, and that should 
take place. I hope that during the proc-
ess of discussing Chris Hill’s worthi-
ness for the Iraqi post, which I do not 
support, we will also vote to put sanc-
tions back on North Korea that were 
lifted. Clearly, that should take place. 
I will be filing this bill tonight and 
asking for its consideration tomorrow. 

I yield back my time and urge a ‘‘no’’ 
vote on cloture against Ambassador 
Hill. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

MERKLEY). Under the previous order, 
pursuant to rule XXII, the clerk will 
report the motion to invoke cloture. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move 
to bring to a close debate on the nomination 
of Christopher R. Hill, of Rhode Island, to be 
Ambassador to the Republic of Iraq. 

Harry Reid, John F. Kerry, Richard Dur-
bin, Charles E. Schumer, Jon Tester, 
Tom Udall, Dianne Feinstein, Edward 
E. Kaufman, Mark Begich, Frank R. 
Lautenberg, Bill Nelson, Sheldon 
Whitehouse, Jack Reed, Bernard Sand-
ers, Christopher J. Dodd, Patty Mur-
ray, Benjamin L. Cardin. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Christopher R. Hill, of Rhode Island, 
to be Ambassador to Iraq shall be 
brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from Alaska (Mr. BEGICH), the 
Senator from Massachusetts (Mr. KEN-
NEDY), the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. LIEBERMAN), the Senator from 
West Virginia (Mr. ROCKEFELLER), and 
the Senator from Oregon (Mr. WYDEN) 
are necessarily absent. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. The following Sen-
ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from Utah (Mr. BENNETT), the 
Senator from Arizona (Mr. KYL), the 
Senator from Arizona (Mr. MCCAIN), 
and the Senator from Kansas (Mr. ROB-
ERTS). 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 73, 
nays 17, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 158 Ex.] 
YEAS—73 

Akaka 
Alexander 
Barrasso 
Baucus 
Bayh 
Bennet 
Bingaman 
Boxer 
Brown 
Burris 
Byrd 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Chambliss 
Cochran 
Collins 
Conrad 
Corker 
Dodd 
Dorgan 
Durbin 
Enzi 
Feingold 

Feinstein 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Gregg 
Hagan 
Harkin 
Hatch 
Hutchison 
Inouye 
Isakson 
Johanns 
Johnson 
Kaufman 
Kerry 
Klobuchar 
Kohl 
Landrieu 
Lautenberg 
Leahy 
Levin 
Lincoln 
Lugar 
Martinez 
McCaskill 
Menendez 

Merkley 
Mikulski 
Murkowski 
Murray 
Nelson (NE) 
Nelson (FL) 
Pryor 
Reed 
Reid 
Sanders 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Snowe 
Specter 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Thune 
Udall (CO) 
Udall (NM) 
Voinovich 
Warner 
Webb 
Whitehouse 

NAYS—17 

Bond 
Brownback 
Bunning 
Burr 
Coburn 
Cornyn 

Crapo 
DeMint 
Ensign 
Grassley 
Inhofe 
McConnell 

Risch 
Sessions 
Shelby 
Vitter 
Wicker 

NOT VOTING—9 

Begich 
Bennett 
Kennedy 

Kyl 
Lieberman 
McCain 

Roberts 
Rockefeller 
Wyden 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this 
vote, the yeas are 73, the nays are 17. 
Three-fifths of the Senators duly cho-
sen and sworn having voted in the af-
firmative, the motion is agreed to. 

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, I 
move to reconsider the vote, and I 
move to lay that motion on the table. 

The motion to lay on the table was 
agreed to. 

(At the request of Mr. REID, the fol-
lowing statement was ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD.) 
∑ Mr. BEGICH. Mr. President, I was 
not able to be present in the Senate at 
the time of the confirmation votes on 
the nominations of Tony West, Lanny 
Breuer, and Christine Varney, to be As-
sistant Attorneys General of the 
United States, and the cloture vote on 
the nomination of Christopher Hill, to 
be our Ambassador to Iraq. 

Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘yea’’ on the confirmation of 
each of the Assistant Attorneys Gen-
eral nominees, as well as ‘‘yea’’ on the 

motion to invoke cloture on the nomi-
nation of Christopher Hill. 

I ask that the RECORD reflect how I 
would have voted had I been present at 
the time of the votes.∑ 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to a period of morning busi-
ness, with Senators permitted to speak 
for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

FREE ROXANA SABERI 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, 2 days 
ago, Roxana Saberi from Fargo, ND, 
was convicted of espionage by an Ira-
nian revolutionary court and sentenced 
to 8 years in prison after a very brief 
trial that was held behind closed doors. 

I have said very little publicly about 
this case But when the sentence was 
announced, I said I thought it was a 
terrible miscarriage of justice. I don’t 
come to the floor today to inflame the 
passions about this issue, but I wish to, 
for a few moments, say some words 
about Roxana Saberi and to urge the 
Iranian Government to do the right 
thing and release this young woman 
from prison and allow her to come 
home to the United States. 

Roxana Saberi is not a spy. She is an 
Iranian American. She was born and 
raised and educated in Fargo, ND. Her 
father is Iranian, which means she has 
dual citizenship. She went to Iran as a 
journalist because she is interested in 
the culture of the country which her 
father came from. 

I know Roxana and her family, and 
let me tell you a bit about the young 
woman who sits today in a prison in 
Iran. Roxana was born in Fargo, ND, 31 
years ago. Her father Reza is an Ira-
nian, her mother Akiko is Japanese. 
She is a 1994 honors graduate of Fargo 
North High School. She was active in 
music and soccer and key club and 
dance. She is a member of that high 
school’s hall of fame. She earned a dou-
ble major in French and communica-
tions in 1997 from Concordia College in 
Moorhead, MN. She was active in 
music and a sports star in soccer. She 
reported for the campus television and 
newspaper. In 1997, she was selected as 
Miss North Dakota. In 1997, she was 
one of the 10 finalists in the Miss 
America Pageant. When she received 
her Miss North Dakota title, Roxana 
said her aim was to encourage other 
young people to appreciate cultural 
differences. That ambition led her to a 
career in journalism. 

In 1999, she completed a master’s de-
gree in broadcast journalism from 
Northwestern University in Chicago, 
IL. In 2000, she received a master’s de-
gree in international relations from 
Cambridge University in England. She 
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moved in 2003 to Iran as a freelance 
journalist. She reported for National 
Public Radio, Fox News, and the BBC. 
This is a young woman of great accom-
plishment. She has two master’s de-
grees, she has a great education, and 
she so celebrated her culture that she 
wanted to spend time in the country of 
Iran, where her father was born, and 
she did reporting in the country of 
Iran. She stayed in Iran after her press 
credentials lapsed in 2006. She stayed 
to write a book and complete work on 
a master’s degree in Iranian studies 
and international relations. 

At the end of January in this year, 
Roxana was picked up and sent to pris-
on. She was held nearly 2 months with-
out charge in a prison outside of 
Tehran. As I indicated, this Saturday 
she was convicted of espionage and sen-
tenced to 8 years in prison. The trial 
was a brief closed-door trial, and this 
young woman was not allowed to speak 
in her own defense. 

Since Roxana Saberi was convicted 
and sentenced on Saturday, President 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad has sent a let-
ter to the Tehran’s prosecutor saying 
Roxana’s rights must not be violated in 
any way and he asked the prosecutor to 
ensure that she is allowed to offer a 
full defense in her appeal. 

In addition, the head of Iran’s judici-
ary has ordered a ‘‘quick and fair’’ ap-
peal of Roxana’s case. Perhaps they un-
derstand that because of worldwide at-
tention to the imprisonment of this 
young woman, Iran’s credibility is on 
trial as well. When Iranian authorities 
review Roxana’s cases, they will see 
she has not been granted the basic 
human and judicial rights that are 
guaranteed—or supposed to be guaran-
teed—under Iran’s Constitution and 
penal code. 

As I said, she was arrested in late 
January, she was held without charge 
and kept without communication with 
her family for weeks before being al-
lowed to call her parents in faring 
Fargo, ND. It took about 6 weeks be-
fore she was allowed to see the lawyer 
who was hired by her parents. At first, 
she was told she was imprisoned be-
cause she bought a bottle of wine, and 
the person who sold her the bottle of 
wine had reported it to Iranian au-
thorities. Then she was accused of 
working as a journalist without a valid 
press card. Finally, she was accused of 
espionage, of spying for the United 
States, and at the trial—conducted be-
hind closed doors, according to her law-
yer—was not allowed to speak in her 
own defense. 

Roxana Saberi’s parents have trav-
eled to Iran to work on their daugh-
ter’s behalf. They say they have been 
treated courteously by Iranian offi-
cials. They have now been able to visit 
Roxana in prison, and they have been 
allowed to work with the lawyer and 
speak to the press. I visited with Rox-
ana’s father today and a couple times 
last week. He is enormously gratified 
at the outpouring of support for Rox-
ana from all around the world. Presi-

dent Obama, I know, has spoken of this 
issue, Secretary Clinton, media outlets 
around the world and nongovernment 
organizations, foreign governments and 
the European Union have all appealed 
on her behalf. Roxana’s father has indi-
cated she has not been abused in prison 
but that she is frail, has lost weight, 
and he fears she may not survive in 
prison for a lengthy term. 

Some have said this case suggests we 
shouldn’t have any dialogue or discus-
sions with Iran. I think quite the oppo-
site. One of the difficulties of this case 
is that an American citizen has been 
imprisoned unfairly in Iran and then 
charged and tried and sentenced un-
fairly. We have no embassy and no Am-
bassador in Iran, so we must work 
through the Swiss Embassy, which is 
the protecting power for American citi-
zens in Iran. 

My hope is that as a result of what 
has happened internationally and as a 
result of what we have heard from 
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad and 
the chief of Iran’s judicial system, the 
Iranian authorities will understand 
this is a travesty of justice; that this 
doesn’t meet any standard of fairness 
and that Roxana Saberi is not—is not, 
I repeat—a spy. My hope is the Iranian 
authorities will decide enough is 
enough, and they will allow this young 
woman to be freed from prison and to 
travel back to this country. 

She is an American citizen, born, 
raised, and educated in this country. 
The Iranians make the case she is an 
Iranian citizen. That ignores the fact 
that she was born and raised and edu-
cated here. She is an American citizen. 
To have an American citizen impris-
oned in Iran, held 2 months without 
charge, and then charged in a closed- 
door trial with espionage is, in my 
judgment, an affront to fairness, and I 
think it is an unbelievable miscarriage 
of justice. My fervent hope is the Ira-
nian authorities will do what should be 
done in this case and recognize that a 
miscarriage has occurred. They have 
the ability and the capability to rectify 
it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from North Dakota is recognized. 

Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I would 
like to first address the matter of Rox-
ana Saberi, a young woman from our 
home State. Roxana Saberi is someone 
I know. She has interviewed me many 
times. Roxana is a journalist, and a 
very good one. She is somebody who 
had parents with Iranian tradition and 
legacy in their family. She went to 
Iran to learn more about her own leg-
acy, her own inheritance. She was al-
ways impressed by what she had 
learned about the Iranian people. She 
is someone who loves the Iranian peo-
ple and respects their culture. She is 
someone who was there in a role as a 
reporter, providing reports to National 
Public Radio as well as British Broad-
casting. So it was with amazement 
that we heard of these charges, as Sen-
ator DORGAN outlined correctly, first 
being told she was jailed because she 

had bought a bottle of wine, then told 
she had filed reports without a proper 
authorization, and then the stunning 
news that she was being charged with 
espionage and put through a 1-day trial 
in which she was not able to speak in 
her own defense. These are cir-
cumstances which require us to speak 
out and to ask the judicial system in 
Iran to provide a swift appeal and allow 
Roxana to come home. She was sen-
tenced Saturday to 8 years in prison. 
Her family reports that while she is 
not being mistreated, she is somebody 
who is vulnerable. This has been very 
difficult for her. So we ask the Iranian 
authorities to give her a swift appeal 
and allow her to return to the United 
States. 

Roxana is someone I know well. She 
is a warm, loving person, somebody 
who is well regarded as a journalist in 
my home State, someone about whom I 
think anyone who would meet her 
would say: Here is someone who is 
proud of her heritage, proud of the his-
tory of the Iranian culture, and some-
body who loves the Iranian people. 

I was encouraged that President 
Ahmadinejad has indicated that he 
would like to see the court provide jus-
tice and that he has asked them to 
take up the appeal swiftly and to give 
Roxana and her defense all of the op-
portunities anyone should be able to 
expect if they are charged with such se-
rious crimes. 

I make my own personal appeal here 
on the floor of the Senate this evening. 
Roxana is somebody, as I have said, I 
know well. She is a terrific reporter, 
has interviewed me many times. There 
is no question in my mind that Roxana 
was in Iran for the purpose of preparing 
a book on the people of Iran and to do 
reports to NPR, British Broadcasting, 
and even to outlets back home. 

I hope the Iranian authorities will 
think very carefully about how they 
are seen on the world stage based on 
how they treat this young reporter. 
Like all of us in public life, we are 
judged by what we do. We are held ac-
countable. I hope the Iranian authori-
ties are thinking very carefully about 
how they will be seen in this matter. I 
plead with them to release Roxana and 
to permit her to come home. She is a 
North Dakotan. She is someone of 
whom we are very proud. She is a re-
porter. She deserves to be released. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SERGEANT FIRST 
CLASS LARRY HAWKS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
rise today to honor a brave Kentuckian 
and soldier who has been awarded the 
Silver Star for valor in defense of our 
country. 

SFC Larry Hawks, a native of 
Edmonson County in my home Com-
monwealth of Kentucky, received our 
Nation’s third highest award for gal-
lantry in action against an enemy of 
the United States. Those rare few who 
receive the Silver Star do so because of 
their display of selfless sacrifice and 
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