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will be held on Thursday, March 12,
2009, at 2:45 p.m., in room SD-366 of the
Dirksen Senate Office Building.

The purpose of the hearing is to con-
sider the nomination of David Hayes to
be Deputy Secretary of the Interior.

Because of the limited time available
for the hearing, witnesses may testify
by invitation only. However, those
wishing to submit written testimony
for the hearing record may do so by
sending it to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources, United States
Senate, Washington, D.C. 20510-6150, or
by e-mail to Aman-
da_kelly@energy.senate.gov.

For further information, please con-
tact Sam Fowler at (202) 224-7571 or
Amanda Kelly at (202) 224-6836.

———————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN
AFFAIRS

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
March 5, 2009 at 10 a.m., to conduct a
hearing entitled ‘American Inter-
national Group: Examining What Went
Wrong, Government Intervention, and
Implications for Future Regulation.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I would
like to ask unanimous consent that the
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Thursday,
March 5, 2009, at 9:30 a.m., in room SH-
216 of the Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, March 5, 2009, at
10:30 a.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND

GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Thursday, March 5, 2009, at 10 a.m.
to conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘Follow
the Money: Transparency and Account-
ability for Recovery and Reinvestment
Spending.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
Committee on the Judiciary be author-
ized to meet during the session of the

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

Senate, to conduct an executive busi-
ness meeting on Thursday, March 5,
2009, at 10 a.m. in room SD-226 of the
Dirksen Senate Office Building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be author-
ized to meet during the session of the

Senate on Thursday, March 5, 2009 at

9:30 a.m. in room 106 of the Dirksen

Senate Office Building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Select

Committee on Intelligence be author-

ized to meet during the session of the

Senate on March 5, 2009 at 2:30 p.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON FEDERAL FINANCIAL MAN-
AGEMENT, GOVERNMENT INFORMATION, FED-
ERAL SERVICES, AND INTERNATIONAL SECU-
RITY
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that the Com-

mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs’ Subcommittee on

Federal Financial Management, Gov-

ernment Information, Federal Serv-

ices, and International Security be au-
thorized to meet during the session of

the Senate on Thursday, March 5, 2009,

at 2:30 p.m. to conduct a hearing enti-

tled, ‘‘Lessons Learned: How the New

Administration Can Achieve an Accu-

rate and Cost-Effective 2010 Census.”’
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without

objection, it is so ordered.

NATIONAL ASBESTOS AWARENESS
WEEK

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Judiciary
Committee be discharged from further
consideration of S. Res. 57 and the Sen-
ate proceed to its immediate consider-
ation.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will report the resolution by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 57) designating the
first week of April 2009 as ‘‘National Asbes-
tos Awareness Week.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. MERKLEY. I ask unanimous
consent that the resolution be agreed
to, the preamble be agreed to, the mo-
tions to reconsider be laid upon the
table, with no intervening action or de-
bate, and any statements be printed in
the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 57) was agreed
to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 57

Whereas dangerous asbestos fibers are in-

visible and cannot be smelled or tasted;
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Whereas the inhalation of airborne asbes-
tos fibers can cause significant damage;

Whereas asbestos fibers can cause mesothe-
lioma, asbestosis, and other health problems;

Whereas asbestos-related diseases can take
10 to 50 years to present themselves;

Whereas the expected survival time for
those diagnosed with mesothelioma is be-
tween 6 and 24 months;

Whereas generally, little is known about
late-stage treatment of asbestos-related dis-
eases, and there is no cure for such diseases;

Whereas early detection of asbestos-re-
lated diseases may give some patients in-
creased treatment options and might im-
prove their prognoses;

Whereas the United States has reduced its
consumption of asbestos substantially, yet
continues to consume almost 2,000 metric
tons of the fibrous mineral for use in certain
products throughout the Nation;

Whereas asbestos-related diseases have
killed thousands of people in the United
States;

Whereas exposure to asbestos continues,
but safety and prevention of asbestos expo-
sure already has significantly reduced the in-
cidence of asbestos-related diseases and can
further reduce the incidence of such diseases;

Whereas asbestos has been a cause of occu-
pational cancer;

Whereas thousands of workers in the
United States face significant asbestos expo-
sure;

Whereas thousands of people in the United
States die from asbestos-related diseases
every year;

Whereas a significant percentage of all as-
bestos-related disease victims were exposed
to asbestos on naval ships and in shipyards;

Whereas asbestos was used in the construc-
tion of a significant number of office build-
ings and public facilities built before 1975;

Whereas people in the small community of
Libby, Montana have asbestos-related dis-
eases at a significantly higher rate than the
national average and suffer from mesothe-
lioma at a significantly higher rate than the
national average; and

Whereas the establishment of a ‘‘National
Asbestos Awareness Week’ will raise public
awareness about the prevalence of asbestos-
related diseases and the dangers of asbestos
exposure: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the first week of April 2009
as ‘‘National Asbestos Awareness Week’’;

(2) urges the Surgeon General to warn and
educate people about the public health issue
of asbestos exposure, which may be haz-
ardous to their health; and

(3) respectfully requests that the Secretary
of the Senate transmit a copy of this resolu-
tion to the Office of the Surgeon General.

—————

NATIONAL SCHOOL BREAKFAST
PROGRAM

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 67, submitted earlier
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 67) expressing the
sense of the Senate that providing breakfast
in schools through the mnational school
breakfast program has a positive impact on
the lives and classroom performance of low-
income children.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.
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Mr. MERKLEY. I ask unanimous
consent that the resolution be agreed
to, the preamble be agreed to, the mo-
tions to reconsider be laid upon the
table, with no intervening action or de-
bate, and any statements be printed in
the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 67) was agreed
to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 67

Whereas participants in the school break-
fast program established by section 4 of the
Child Nutrition Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 1773) in-
clude public, private, elementary, middle,
and high schools, as well as schools in rural,
suburban, and urban areas;

Whereas access to nutrition programs such
as the school lunch program, established
under the Richard B. Russell National
School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1751 et seq.) and
the national school breakfast program helps
to create a stronger learning environment
for children and improves children’s con-
centration in the classroom;

Whereas missing breakfast and the result-
ing hunger has been shown to harm the abil-
ity of children to learn and to hinder aca-
demic performance;

Whereas students who eat a complete
breakfast have been shown to make fewer
mistakes and to work faster in math exer-
cises than those who eat a partial breakfast;

Whereas implementing or improving class-
room breakfast programs has been shown to
increase breakfast consumption among eligi-
ble students dramatically, doubling, and in
some cases, tripling numbers of participants
in school breakfast programs, as evidenced
by research in Minnesota, New York, and
Wisconsin;

Whereas providing breakfast in the class-
room has been shown in several instances to
improve attentiveness and academic per-
formance, while reducing absences, tardi-
ness, and disciplinary referrals;

Whereas studies suggest that eating break-
fast closer to the time students arrive in the
classroom and take tests improves the stu-
dents’ performance on standardized tests;

Whereas studies show that students who
skip breakfast are more likely to have dif-
ficulty distinguishing among similar images,
show increased errors, and have slower mem-
ory recall;

Whereas children who live in families that
experience hunger are likely to have lower
math scores, receive more special education
services, and face an increased likelihood of
repeating a grade;

Whereas making breakfast widely avail-
able in different venues or in a combination
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of venues, such as by providing breakfast in
the classroom, in the hallways outside class-
rooms, or to students as they exit their
school buses, has been shown to lessen the
stigma of receiving free or reduced-price
school breakfasts, which stigma sometimes
prevents eligible students from obtaining
traditional breakfast in the cafeteria;

Whereas in fiscal year 2008, 8,520,000 stu-
dents in the United States consumed free or
reduced-price school breakfasts provided
under the national school breakfast pro-
gram;

Whereas less than half of the low-income
students who participate in the national
school lunch program also participate in the
national school breakfast program;

Whereas at least 16,000 schools that par-
ticipate in the national school lunch pro-
gram do not participate in the national
school breakfast program;

Whereas in fiscal year 2008, 60 percent of
school lunches served, and 80 percent of
school breakfasts served, were served to stu-
dents who qualified for free or reduced-priced
meals;

Whereas the current economic situation,
including the increase of nearly 3 percent in
the national unemployment rate in 2008, is
causing more families to struggle to feed
their children and to turn to schools for as-
sistance;

Whereas studies suggest that children who
eat breakfast take in more nutrients, such as
calcium, fiber, protein, and vitamins A, E, D,
and B-6;

Whereas studies show that children who
participate in school breakfast programs eat
more fruits, drink more milk, and consume
less saturated fat than those who do not eat
breakfast;

Whereas children who do not eat breakfast,
either in school or at home, are more likely
to be overweight than children who eat a
healthful breakfast on a daily basis; and

Whereas March 2 through March 6, 2009 is
National School Breakfast Week: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the importance of the school
breakfast program established under section
4 of the Child Nutrition Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C.
1773) and the positive impact of the program
on the lives of low-income children and fami-
lies and on children’s overall classroom per-
formance;

(2) expresses strong support for States that
have successfully implemented school break-
fast programs in order to alleviate hunger
and improve the test scores and grades of
participating students;

(3) encourages all States to strengthen
their school breakfast programs, provide in-
centives for the expansion of school break-
fast programs, and promote improvements in
the nutritional quality of breakfasts served;

(4) recognizes the need to provide States
with resources to improve the availability of
adequate and nutritious breakfasts;
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(5) recognizes the impact of nonprofit and
community organizations that work to in-
crease awareness of, and access to, breakfast
programs for low-income children; and

(6) recognizes that National School Break-
fast Week helps draw attention to the need
for, and success of, the national school
breakfast program.

———

DISCHARGE AND REFERRAL—H.R.
44

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be discharged from further con-
sideration of H.R. 44 and the bill re-
ferred to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ORDERS FOR FRIDAY, MARCH 6,
2009

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 10 a.m. Friday, March 6;
that following the prayer and pledge,
the Journal of proceedings be approved
to date, the morning hour be deemed
expired; the time for the two leaders be
reserved for their use later in the day,
and the Senate resume consideration of
H.R. 1105, the Omnibus appropriations
bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———————

PROGRAM

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, there
will be no rollcall votes on Friday. The
next votes are expected to begin after 5
p.m. Monday.

———

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the
previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 9:18 p.m., adjourned until Friday,
March 6, 2009, at 10 a.m.
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