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night and work toward completing this
stuff.

So I think that is about all I have to
say, except that I appreciate every-
one’s cooperation.

Mr. President, I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. ENSIGN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

AMENDMENT NO. 615

Mr. ENSIGN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the pending
amendment be set aside and that I be
allowed to call up amendment No. 615.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the amendment.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

The Senator from Nevada [Mr. ENSIGN], for
himself, Mr. VOINOVICH, Mr. KyL, Mr.
DEMINT, Mr. BROWNBACK, and Mr. CORNYN,
proposes an amendment numbered 615.

Mr. ENSIGN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that further read-
ing of the amendment be dispensed
with.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment is as follows:
(Purpose: To strike the restrictions on the

District of Columbia Opportunity Scholar-

ship Program)

On page 308, line 2, strike beginning with ‘‘:
Provided” through line 8 and insert a period.

Mr. ENSIGN. Mr. President, I suggest
the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Chair clarifies that the cloture
motion on H.R. 1105 has been with-
drawn.

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to a period of morning business
with Senators permitted to speak for
up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——————

PRESIDENT OBAMA'’S 2010 BUDGET

Mr. BURRIS. Madam President, as
we contemplate this 2009 Omnibus Ap-
propriations Act before us this week, I
wish to look ahead to President
Obama’s proposed 2010 budget.

As a proud member of the Veterans’
Affairs Committee, I am particularly
pleased by the significant increase in
funding that the administration is
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seeking for the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, led by its Secretary,
GEN Eric Shinseki.

In the proposed 2010 budget, the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs will see a
$25 billion increase over the next 5
years. This additional funding will be
directed toward a major expansion of
benefits for those who serve our Nation
in uniform.

The 2010 budget will directly assist
veterans by expanding access to high-
quality care for approximately 5% mil-
lion veteran patients and ensuring that
care is delivered in a timely manner.
More remarkable, this funding estab-
lishes VA Centers of Excellence to pro-
vide veteran-oriented care in special-
ized areas, such as prosthetics, vision,
spinal cord injury, aging, and women’s
health.

The President’s budget also reaches
out to veterans with moderate in-
comes, bringing an additional half mil-
lion veterans into the VA system by
2013, while maintaining or expanding
existing care for low-income and dis-
abled veterans.

At the same time, the new budget en-
hances services related to mental
health care and broadens access and
treatment areas throughout rural
America. America’s veterans have
earned through their service the very
best care we can offer, and the 2010 VA
budget is a promising start.

During a recent tour through Illinois,
I had the remarkable opportunity to
visit with both veterans of past service,
as well as meeting the young recruits
training to wear the American uniform
in the years ahead.

During that trip, I visited the 1082nd
Airlift Wing of the Illinois Air National
Guard located in Peoria, IL, and spoke
with many fine airmen from this wing,
including MSG Warren McCray. Master
Sergeant McCray is an air guardsman
who trained as a joint terminal attack
controller. He deploys with Army
troops on the ground ensuring that air-
power can be employed against enemy
positions when needed.

This courageous young man has re-
cently returned from a tour of duty in
Afghanistan and was awarded a Bronze
Star with Valor. While speaking with
Master Sergeant McCray, he told me of
the multiple tours he had served as an
air guardsman mobilized in support of
Operation Enduring Freedom in Af-
ghanistan. I was deeply impressed by
his professionalism and dedicated serv-
ice to this country. Even more so by
his dedication to his fellow service men
and women of the 1082nd Airlift Wing.

As we consider our mission abroad
and weigh the cost in terms of troops
and treasure, it is our duty to also con-
sider the capacity at which these
young men and women are serving us.

It doesn’t matter whether they are a
soldier, sailor, airman, marine or Coast
Guard, or whether they are Active
Duty, Guard, or Reserve. We must
never forget the personal toll and sac-
rifice of these brave Americans and the
effects made on their lives, their fu-
ture, their spouses, and their children.

S2821

We must ensure that our veterans re-
ceive superior accessible care in return
for their service and sacrifice, and we
have an obligation to honor our vet-
erans by serving them in the same way
they have served us so selflessly.

The administration’s 2010 budget for
the Department of Veterans Affairs
recognizes this. And in addition to ex-
panding health benefits and high qual-
ity of care, the budget provides for
comprehensive educational benefits,
particularly the post-9/11 GI bill so
that following their service, veterans
can have access to unprecedented lev-
els of educational support to complete
their schooling.

In the same week, I visited the Naval
Station Great Lakes and the North
Chicago VA Medical Center. During my
visit to these sites, I learned about
plans for the Naval Health Clinic Great
Lakes, the North Chicago VA Medical
Center to merge and expand over the
next couple of years. This merger will
be extensive and costly, but also essen-
tial for sailors and veterans of Illinois,
many of whom spend much of their
lives at these facilities.

At the North Chicago VA Medical
Center, I met with veterans of all ages
and backgrounds. I heard their stories,
their hopes, and their needs. At the Re-
cruiting Training Command, I met
with both naval officers and naval re-
cruits and was given a tour of the bar-
racks by LT Ellen McElligott.

I was particularly impressed with
Lieutenant McElligott, a Chicago na-
tive, who serves as the ship’s officer for
the USS Arizona. Her professionalism,
discipline, and enthusiasm for her work
are qualities she shares with countless
young service men and women across
this great country of ours.

While touring the facility with Lieu-
tenant McElligott, I saw the faces of
hundreds of young sailors training so
that they may one day serve this coun-
try.

It is so very important that L'T Ellen
MCcElligott and the young men and
women like her receive adequate care
and compensation while on Active
Duty, Guard, or Reserve, and, most im-
portantly, that they receive the care
and resources they deserve when they
return from serving their country.

As a nation, we have a moral obliga-
tion to serve and care for those brave
individuals as they work so hard to
serve us.

———

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES

SERGEANT DANIEL TALLOUZI

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr.
President, today I rise to honor two
American heroes. The first is Army
SGT Daniel Tallouzi. Sergeant Tallouzi
was the kind of soldier who hated get-
ting injured—not because of the pain,
but because it stopped him from doing
his job. A fellow soldier describes meet-
ing Dan when Dan was recovering from
an injury at Fort Hood. The soldier re-
calls:

Another person might have been seriously
injured, but Big Dan Tallouzi shook it off,
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refused any pain meds, and only wanted to
get back to his crew and back to the job that
he loved.

On September 25, 2006, Dan Tallouzi
had just gotten off duty at Camp Taji
in Baghdad when a mortar exploded
nearby. A single piece of shrapnel—
roughly the size of a quarter—reached
the spot where he stood. It hit him be-
hind his right ear and entered his
brain.

Big Dan Tallouzi would never be the
same. He returned to the United States
in an ‘‘eyes open’” coma, unable to
speak, walk, or even eat on his own.
Last week, he died in Albuquerque,
NM, the town where he was raised.

The other hero I want to honor today
is Mary Tallouzi, Dan’s mother. When
our soldiers serve in harm’s way, the
burden is borne by families, not just in-
dividuals. Dan Tallouzi understood this
as well as anyone. He adored his fam-
ily, and they adored him. Mary remem-
bers Dan coming home on leave with
flowers for his sister and hugs for the
whole family. Home videos show him
clowning for his cousins, infecting
those around him with his warmth and
his joy.

When Dan returned from Iraq after
his injury, his mom quit her job to fol-
low him through his treatment. First,
she left New Mexico for a hospital in
Germany. When Dan was transferred to
Walter Reed, Mary followed. Then in
search of a miracle, she had Dan trans-
ferred to the Kessler Institute in New
Jersey.

At Kessler, Mary spent 12-hour days
by her son’s bed. In the morning, she
would shave Dan’s face, brush his
teeth, and put on his favorite cologne.
Nurses knew that Mary was watching
her son’s care like a hawk.

When I met Mary last May, she was
back in New Mexico with Dan. After
traveling for more than a year, Mary
had lost her home and was struggling
to find a place that could accommodate
her son’s needs.

What struck me about Mary was the
satisfaction she felt in Dan’s achieve-
ments. After all she had experienced,
all she had suffered, Mary Tallouzi
would still light up when she talked
about her son. You could see her pic-
turing the old Dan, and you could feel
how proud she was.

Mary should be proud of Dan, and she
should be proud of herself. She raised a
good soldier, a good son, a good man.
She bore the sacrifice that war brings,
and she bore it well.

Please join me in recognizing the
sacrifice of Dan, Mary, and the entire
Tallouzi family.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

——————

APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE
SUBCOMMITTEE MEMBERSHIPS

Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to have the at-
tached subcommittee memberships for
the 111th Congress printed in the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:
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SUBCOMMITTEES
Senator INOUYE, as chairman of the Com-

mittee, and Senator COCHRAN, as ranking mi-

nority member of the Committee, are ex offi-

cio members of all subcommittees of which
they are not regular members.

AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOPMENT, FO0OOD
AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION, AND RELATED
AGENCIES
Senators Kohl, Harkin, Dorgan, Feinstein,

Durbin, Johnson, Nelson, Reed, Pryor,

Brownback, Bennett, Cochran, Specter,

Bond, McConnell, Collins. (9-7)

COMMERCE, JUSTICE, SCIENCE, AND RELATED
AGENCIES
Senators Mikulski, Inouye, Leahy, Kohl,

Dorgan, Feinstein, Reed, Lautenberg, Nel-

son, Pryor, Shelby, Gregg, McConnell,

Hutchison, Brownback, Alexander,

Voinovich, Murkowski. (10-8)

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
Senators Inouye, Byrd, Leahy, Harkin,

Dorgan, Durbin, Feinstein, Mikulski, Kohl,

Murray, Cochran, Specter, Bond, McConnell,

Shelby, Gregg, Hutchison, Bennett. (10-8)

ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOPMENT
Senators Dorgan, Byrd, Murray, Feinstein,

Johnson, Landrieu, Reed, Lautenberg, Har-

kin, Tester, Bennett, Cochran, McConnell,

Bond, Hutchison, Shelby, Alexander,

Voinovich. (10-8)

FINANCIAL SERVICES AND GENERAL
GOVERNMENT
Senators Durbin, Landrieu, Lautenberg,

Nelson, Tester, Collins, Bond, Murkowski.

(5-3)

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY
Senators Byrd, Inouye, Leahy, Mikulski,

Murray, Landrieu, Lautenberg, Tester,

Voinovich, Cochran, Gregg, Specter, Shelby,

Brownback. (8-6)

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, ENVIRONMENT,

AND RELATED AGENCIES
Senators Feinstein, Byrd, Leahy, Dorgan,

Mikulski, Kohl, Johnson, Reed, Nelson, Test-

er, Alexander, Cochran, Bennett, Gregg,

Murkowski, Collins, Voinovich. (10-7)

DEPARTMENTS OF LABOR, HEALTH AND HUMAN
SERVICES, AND EDUCATION, AND RELATED
AGENCIES
Senators Harkin, Inouye, Kohl, Murray,

Landrieu, Durbin, Reed, Pryor, Specter,

Cochran, Gregg, Hutchison, Shelby, Alex-

ander. (8-6)

LEGISLATIVE BRANCH
Senators Nelson, Pryor, Tester, Mur-

kowski. (3-1)

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION AND VETERANS
AFFAIRS, AND RELATED AGENCIES
Senators Johnson, Inouye, Landrieu, Byrd,

Murray, Reed, Nelson, Pryor, Hutchison,

Brownback, McConnell, Collins, Alexander,

Murkowski. (8-6)

STATE, FOREIGN OPERATIONS, AND RELATED

PROGRAMS
Senators Leahy, Inouye, Harkin, Mikulski,
Durbin, Johnson, Landrieu, Lautenberg,

Gregg, McConnell, Specter, Bennett, Bond,
Brownback. (8-6)

TRANSPORTATION AND HOUSING AND URBAN

DEVELOPMENT, AND RELATED AGENCIES

Senators Murray, Byrd, Mikulski, Kohl,
Durbin, Dorgan, Leahy, Harkin, Feinstein,
Johnson, Lautenberg, Bond, Shelby, Specter,
Bennett, Hutchison, Brownback, Alexander,
Collins, Voinovich. (11-9)

————

PROTECTING INDONESIA’S
FORESTS

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, at a time
when the world seems to finally be
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speaking in one voice about the need
for dramatic action to stop global
warming, an article in the Jakarta
Post on February 13 reminds us that
many difficult obstacles lie ahead.

It is well known that Indonesia’s for-
ests, and particularly its peat swamps,
store huge amounts of carbon. When
the trees from these areas are cut and
burned, which is happening due to ille-
gal logging and to make way for the
cultivation of oil palm, they emit even
larger amounts of carbon into the at-
mosphere.

These forests are also home to one of
the world’s four species of endangered
great apes, the orangutan, whose sur-
vival in the wild is far from certain.

President Yudhoyono has spoken of
the importance of protecting the habi-
tat of the orangutan. The U.S. Agency
for International Development has
been supporting this effort for years,
and it is finally beginning to show re-
sults. It is focused on improving law
enforcement and addressing the eco-
nomic needs of the people living in
areas of Borneo and Sumatra where the
orangutans live, so they do not cut
down the forests.

While illegal logging remains a prob-
lem in Indonesia, it is less of one than
it was not long ago thanks to President
Yudhoyono’s government. What looms
as potentially an even greater threat
to the orangutan, and to climate
change, is the expansion of oil palm
plantations.

The Jakarta Post article says Indo-
nesia’s Minister of Agriculture plans to
permit the cultivation of oil palm in
millions of hectares of peat swamps.
The article indicates that the Minister
appears to believe that this would not
contribute to global warming because
while cutting the peat forests would re-
sult in emissions of greenhouse gases,
o0il palm trees would absorb carbon.

As convenient as that might sound, it
defies both logic and science. Indonesia
is already among the largest emitters
of carbon in the world and the peat
swamps are the primary cause. Any
significant expansion of cutting and
burning of peat forests would con-
tribute to climate change. It would put
Indonesia on the wrong side of an issue
of critical, global importance at a time
when it should be setting an example
for responsible forest management. It
would put Indonesia on the wrong side
of history.

The United States deserves its share
of criticism for consuming, and wast-
ing, vast amounts of fossil fuels and
being a major contributor to global
warming. Many years have been squan-
dered debating whether human devel-
opment is a significant cause of cli-
mate change, even though the over-
whelming view of scientists is that it
is.

Fortunately, we are past that point.
Today there is almost universal rec-
ognition that we must act together,
and urgently, to stop the destruction of
forests and the wasteful use of energy
that contribute to climate change.
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